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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Hp  H  E  following  Hiftorical  Eflay 
Jh.  on  the  Dropfy,  the  poflhumous 
work  of  Dr.  R.  Wilkes,  (printed  off) 
having  been  fubmitted  to  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  Dr.  Falck,  previous  to  its 
publication,  he  perufed  it  with  much 
pleafure  and  latisfaction,  as  a  work 
reflecting  great  honour  on  the  memory 
of  the  deceafed  author,  who  evidently 
appears  to  have  been  a  man  of  ex- 
tenflve  erudition,  indefatigable  in  his 
medical  refearches,  and  a  philan¬ 
thrope  in  his  fentiments. 

•Si*  —  *  O  i.  ■  *  .  *  ■ 
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At  the  fame  time,  however  he  ad¬ 
mired  the  work  as  alearned,  laborious, 

and 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


judicious  performance,  he  fuppofecf 
it  not  fo  compleat,  nor  indeed  fo 
juft  in  fome  of  the  phyftcal  princi¬ 
ples,  as  the  deceafed  author  h'imfelf, 
on  mature  deliberation,  would  pro¬ 
bably  have  fent  it  into  the  medical 
world  ;  though  great  honour  is  due 

-v  <  •  f~~  ~  *”\  ? 

to  the  reverend  editor,  his  furviving 
friend,  for  his  technical  correCtnefs 
and  perfpicuity  of  ftilc. 

■  ■  -  *  .  '  -  •"  *  ■  ■ ' 

On  thefe  confiderations,  Dr..FALCK 

offered  to  add  an  appendix,  parti¬ 
cularly,  as  lie  long  had  intended  to 
deliver  his  fentiments  on  the  cure  of 
a  difeafe,  in  which  he  has  often  been 
crowned  with  lingular,  and  indeed 
unexpected  luccefs.  At  lirft  he  ima¬ 
gined  this  appendix  would  have  con¬ 
tained  but  a  few  pages ;  but  finding 
hinifelf  ferioully  engaged  in  the  work, 

he 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

lie  thought  it  is  duty  not  to  take 
leave  of  the  fubjeft,  till  he  had  regu¬ 
larly  gone  through  the  various  fpecies 
of  that  deplorable  difeafe. 

It  is  very  true,  that  the  Appen¬ 
dix  differs  with  refpedl  to  phyfical 

principles  in  many  places  from  the 
work  to  which  it  is  added ;  but  this 
deviation  was  neither  meant,  nor  is 
it  written  as  a  criticifm  on  the  work, 
but  intended  to  elucidate  practice  ; 
and  the  medical  reader  is  mtreated 
to  judge  of  and  between  both  au- 
tnors,  with  a  candour,  adequate  to 
the  good  intention  which  has  induced 
them  to  deliver  their  fentiments  with 
imreftrained  freedom. 
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PRE  FACE. 


WH  E  N  we  talk  of  the  na¬ 
ture  or  things,  and  frame 
arguments  from  thence  a 
priori ,  as  they  are  called,  we  are  all 
in  the  dark ;  and  fuch  arguments 
muft  be  true  or  falfe  purely  as  they 
are  fupported  or  contradicted  by 
particular  matters  of  fad.  Indudion 
is  the  only  fure  way  that  we  have  of 
coming  at  truth  ;  which  made  the  old 

b  philofophers 


The  na¬ 
ture  of 
things, 
how 
known 
to  us. 
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philofophers  fay,  it  lay  in  a  deep  well, 
and  was  therefore  hard  to  be  come  at. 
Such  arts  only  are  now  periedt,  where 
an  enumeration  has  been  made  of  all 
the  particular  cafes  that  can  poffibly 
happen  in  them.  From  thefe  parti¬ 
culars,  thofe  general  rules  are  formed 
which  are  given  by  the  beft  mailers. 
In  trigonometry,  whether  plain  or 
fpherical,  all  the  cafes  that  ever  can 
occur  to  us  mull  come  within  a  cer¬ 
tain  number,  now  known  to  every 
body.  In  geometry,  all  fort  of  curves 
that  can  be  drawn  have  been  enume¬ 
rated,  and  from  thence  their  nature, 


wiietner  as  fquarable  or  not,  is  eafily 


learnt";  and  in  logic,  all  the  fyllogifms 


that  can  be  formed  muft  come  with¬ 
in  fuch  a  number  of  modes  and  fi- 

obfervinf/  the  conflant 

motion 


gures. 
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motion  of  the  planets,  and  their  be-  • 
ing  found  in  Inch  and  fuch  parts  of 
the  heavens,  at  fuch  and  fuch  times 
of  the  year,  the  curves  they  defcribe, 
the  time  of  their  revolutions,  eclip- 

•y 

fes,  &c.  have  come  to  be  determined 
to  the  utmoft  nicety,  and  the  nature 
of  comets  muft  in  time  be  dilcovered. 

By  this  means  fuch  things  as  appeared 
to  be  beyond  the  compafs  of  human 
reafon,  have  been  made  plain  and 
eafy  even  to  mean  capacities.  There 
has  however  in  all  ages  been  a  refer- 
vednefs  in  great  men  ;  I  know  not 
whether  it  may  not  better  deferve  the 
name  of  pride  j  which  has  been,  of 
vaft  difad  vantage  to  the  world.  I 
mean  that  method  of  keeping  their 
difcoveries  as  fecrets,  or  propohng 
them  as  difficulties,  when  they  them- 

b  2  lelves 
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Why  the 
art  of 
phytic  is 
fo  far 
from  per¬ 
fection. 


felves  were  already  mailers  of  them. 
By  this  means  the  progrefs  of  arts 
and  fciences  has  been  much  hindered, 
and  the  time  of  ingenuous  perfons 
employed  about  trifles,  which  might 
have  been  of  much  greater  fervice  to 
mankind.  This  is  one  :  but  the  great- 
eft  reafon  why  the  art  of  healing,  after 
fo  many  thoufand  years,  is  yet  fo  far 
from  perfection,  is,  becaufe  fuch  an 
enumeration  has  not  been  made  of  all 
the  difeafes  a  human  body  is  fubjeft 
to,  and  from  thence  of  their  true  the¬ 
ory,  and  all  the  poffxble  ways  of  cu¬ 
ring  them.  The  antients  undoubt¬ 
edly  fet  out  right,  when  they  only 
made  ufe  of  Ample  medicines  in  all 
their  diforders,  and  when  any  was 
found  ferviceable  recorded  it  in  their 

temples.  Had  this  method  been  pur- 

fued, 
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* 

hied,  we  might  at  this  day  have  feen 
as  certain  rules  in  this  as  any  other 
art  ;  but  men  thought  themfelves 
matters  of  the  bufinefs  too  foon,  and 
therefore  ran  into  the  theory  of 
difeafes,  and  compofition  of  medi¬ 
cines,  before  they  had  laid  a  fuffici- 
ent  foundation  in  the  particulars  of 
either.  They  indeed  wanted  what 
we  enjoy,  a  good  foundation  in  ana¬ 
tomy,  and  from  thence  the  circula¬ 
tion  of  the  blood  and  juices.  Thefe 
are  the  bafis  upon  which  the  nature 
of  all  diforders  are  founded,  and 
from  thence  they  mull  be  accounted 
for. 

Our  commerce  with  the  Indian, 
American,  and  other  parts  of  the 
world,  has  furnifhed  us  with  many 

b  3  fimples 
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fimplcs  unknown  to  them  ;  and  the 
art  of  chymiftry  has  fupplied  us  with 
a  number  of  compounds,  whofe  force 
and  efficacy  is  much  greater  than 
thofe  of  any  medicine  they  were  ac¬ 
quainted  withal.  Since  phyfic  has 
been  made  a  trade,  there  is  not  in¬ 
deed  fo  much  room  left  for  the  ufe 
of  fimple  medicines  ;  and  yet,  in 
extreme  cafes,  we  mu  ft  always  trull 
to  one,  otherwife  we  may  as  well 
kill  as  cure.  By  this  method.  Opium 
has  been  found  to  be  infallible  in 
ealing  pain,  and  giving  a  check  to 
all  kinds  of  fluxes ;  and  by  this  me¬ 
thod,  the  Peruvian  Bark  has  been 
found  as  certain  in  the  cure  of  inter¬ 
mitting  levers  and  mortifications. 
At  prefent  we  feem.  to  be  fatisfied 
that  cancers  are  incurable,  and  that 

all 


The  PREFACE. 

all  fcrophulous  tumours  are  very  hard 
to  be  removed  :  but  if  we  have  re¬ 
gard  to  the  nature  of  thefe  diforders, 
we  know  they  can  only  be  caufed 
by  an  obftruded  circulation,  and 
that  the  reafon  why  we  now  pro¬ 
nounce  them  fo  much  above  the 
power  of  medicine,  is,  becaule  we. 
have  not  fufficiently  tried  the  pow¬ 
er  of  feveral  hmples  in  thefe  difor¬ 
ders. 

I 

Had  we  a  fufficient  number  of 
hillories  Shewing  how  far  each  fim- 
ple  would  go,  either  in  flopping  or 
removing  fuch  kind  of  obftrudions, 
we  might  then,  with  far  more  certain¬ 
ty  than  we  can  at  preient,  pronounce 
which  of  them  was  curable  or  other- 
wife.  Diacodium  and  fpirits  of  vitriol 

b  4  have 


•  •  * 
xxm 


xxiv 


The  P  R  E  F  A  C  E. 

have  but  lately  been  found  ferviceable 
in  the  fmali-pox  ;  fo  has  fpirits  of 
hartfhorn  in  children’s  convulfions, 
and  obftruded  perfpiration,  which 
is  the  general  caufe  of  fevers.  The 
latter  of  thefe  has  already  much  lef- 
fened  the  confumption  of  theriaca 
and  diafcordium,  thofe  tedious  and 
naufeous  compoiitions  of  the  anti- 
ents,  and  will  in  time,  if  I  guefs  right, 
quite  drive  them  from  their  ftrong 
hold  the  difpenfatory.  In  all  fevers 
more  may  now  be  done  by  this  fpirit, 
Riverius’s  mixture  of  fait  of  worm¬ 
wood,,  and  juice  of  lemons,  or  the 
fpirits  and  elixir  of  vitriol,  rhubarb, 
ipecacuanha,  cantharides,  and  the 
bark,  than  by  all  the  numberlefs 
numbers  of  medicines  to  be  met 

with 
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with  in  the  Greek,  Roman,  Ara¬ 
bian,  and  German  phyficians.  ( a ) 

As  to  the  theory  of  difeafes  :  fince 
philofophy  has  been  introduced  into 
phyfic,  we  find  it  has  undergone 
many  alterations,  according  as  this  or 
that  has  been  the  fafhionable  fyftem. 
The  doCtrines  of  Ariftotle,  Des  Car¬ 
tes,  and  the  chymifts,  have  all  had 
their  feveral  turns  in  this  account,  and, 
like  tapers,  have  only  been  lighted  up 
to  fupply  the  true  fun  for  a  time ; 
but,  at  their  going  out,  have  left  the 
world  in  the  fame  darknefs  as  it  was 
before  their  appearance.  The  bufi- 
nefs  of  attraction,  and  mathematical 
calculations,  at  prefent  engrofs  all 
our  thoughts,  and  hardly  any  thing 

in 
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in  phyfic  will  go  down  with  us  with¬ 
out  a  diagram  or  algebraical  equation. 
’Tis  true  our  bodies  are  only  a  re¬ 
gular  mafs  of  folids  and  fluids,  put 
together  in  a  moil  beautiful  order. 
The  latter  move,  in  a  healthy  hate, 
with  great  regularity  and  exaflnefs  \ 
and  when  the  body  is  out  of  order, 
this  motion  is  very  much  altered  and 
confined.  All  this  every  body  rnufl 
allow  5  but  then  before  we  can  come 
to  any  certainty  in  this  cafe,  we  muft 
exactly  know  all  the  feveral  kinds  of 
fluids  whereof  our  bodies  confift. 
’Tis  but  lately  that  the  lymph  and 
its  circnlation  was  difcovered  ;  the 
animal  fpirits  are  yet  a  thing  in  dis¬ 
pute  ;  and  v/hether  time  may  difcover 
any  other  fort,  is  what  no  man  at  pre- 

fent  can  affirm.  Now  when  thefe 

fluids 
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fluids  are  all  once  known  ;  their  dif¬ 
ferent  communications  one  with  an-  ' 
other,  and  the  general  laws  of  fluids 
moving  in  conical  and  cylindrical 
tubes  once  fettled,  (for  at  prefent  I 
can’t  And  that  they  are)  then,  and 
not  till  then,  we  may  perhaps  have 
the  nature  of  an  intermitting  fever 
exprefied  by  a  biquadratic  or  fome 
other  kind  of  equation ;  and  that  of 
a  continued  one,  by  an  equation  of  a 
higher  power.  The  gout  and  can¬ 
cer  may  then  come  under  fome  of 
the  forms  in  Sir  Ifaac  Newton’s 
quadrature  of  curves,  or  of  a  multi¬ 
nomial  conflfting  of  more  terms  than 
any  in  this,  or  any  other  author,  who 
has  yet  written  upon  fluxions.  As 
the  cafe  now  ftands,  we  mu  ft  not  ex¬ 
pert  any  thing  of  this  kind.  There 

are 
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are  too  many  things  wanting  to  bring 
the  theory  of  difeafes  to  fo  much  cer¬ 
tainty  ;  and  therefore  I  fhall  only  ob¬ 
serve,  that  till  the  large  gap  in  the 
defiderata  which  Dr.  Cheney  (a)  has 
dii covered  in  this  kind  of  theory  is 
filled  up,  we  mull  defpair  of  feeing 
any  fuch  equations.  Befides,  could 
we  hope  to  fee  fuch  kind  of  calcula¬ 
tions,  there  are  few  perfons  I  fear 
would  be  able  to  apply  the  theorem 
in  particular  cafes  with  advantage  to 
their  patients ;  becaufq,  in  fuch  tedi¬ 
ous  calculations  as  fome  of  them  mull 
be,  a  miftake  of  a  letter,  figure,  or 
fign,  might  ruin  all,  and  by  a  fmall 
flip  of  the  pen  deftroy  the  life  of  the 

party 

(a)  See  his  Theory  of  Medicine,  before  his  new 
Theory  of  Fevers,  p,  23. 
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carty  we  were  fo  deiirous  to  pre- 
lerve. 

A  mathematical  theory  of  difeafes 
then  not  being  likely  to  appear  in  our 
time,  upon  the  foundation  mention¬ 
ed  above  ;  and  if  it  did,  lince  there 
might  be  great  difficulty  and  hazard 
in  the  application  ;  1  have  underta¬ 
ken  in  the  following  ffieets,  in  another 
way,  to  fettle  the  theory  and  cure  of 
a  difeafe,  which  carries  off  great  num¬ 
bers  of  both  fexes  yearly.  If  what  I 
have  here  written  will  but  contribute 
to  the  faving  the  life  of  any  one  per- 
fon,  I  fhall  think  my  time,  which 
has  not  been  a  little,  very  well  em¬ 
ployed  ;  and  if  I  am  any  way  miftaken, 
I  hope  I  fhall  meet  with  a  favourable 

excufe,  at  leaf!  from  the  learned  and 

candid 


What  is 
to  be  ex- 
pedted  in 
the  fol¬ 
lowing 
difcourfe. 
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candid  reader,  fince  it  was  under¬ 
taken  with  a  good  delign  ;  and  as 
for  critical  and  other  ill-natured  cen- 
fares,  I  fhall  both .  defpife  them  and 
their  authors. 

The  following  treatife  then  is  found¬ 
ed  upon  the  folid  balls  of  induction.  A 
man  may  with  eafe  write  a  theory  of 
a  diftemper,  and  fo  fit  cafes  exadtly 

to.  that  theory  :  but  this  I  think  is  a 

> 

very  erroneous  way  of  proceeding, 
and  is  never  likely  to  bring  matters 
to  a  certainty.  I  have  taken  a  very 
different  courxe  ;  but  whether  the 
reft  of  the  world  will  be  of  my  opi¬ 
nion  I  know  not  ;  only  this  I  can 
fafely  fay,  lome  of  thofe  who  are 
now  at  the  head  of  our  profeffion 

gave 
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gave  me  encouragement  to  go  thro’ 

with  the  undertaking. 

.  #  » 

The  cafes  here  picked  up  were 
written  by  feveral  perfons  in  different 
ages,  without  fo  much  as  once  think¬ 
ing  of  the  ufe  that  is  here  made  of 
them  :  and  therefore,  if  the  conclufi- 
ons  I  have  drawn  from  them  are  fuch 
as  naturally  and  eafily  follow  from 
the  premiles,  I  hope  the  world  may 
receive  them  as  certain  and  undeni¬ 
able  truths.  By  this  method  of  wri¬ 
ting,  the  labour,  great  care  and  pains 
of  our  precleceffors  may  be  made  fer- 
viceable  to  pofterity,  and  coniequendy 
may  very  juflly  be  faid  to  anfwer  the 

end  for  which  they  were  recorded. 

I  am  apt  to  think  no  man  now  living, 

L  o' 

or  that  ever  did  live  in  any  age  or 

place, 


\ 
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place,  has  or  ever  had  an  opportunity 
of  colle&ing  fuch  a  great  variety  of 
cafes  from  his  own  experience  ;  and 
therefore  I  hope,  as  the  whole  dejfign 
is  hiftorical,  I  {hall  not  be  called  a 
plagiary,  for  making  fo  free  with  the 
writings  of  other  men.  The  very 
nature  of  a  work  like  this  is  founded 
upon  what  has  happened  at  all  times, 
and  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  and 
mu  ft  therefore  be  collected  from  the 
writings  of  the  beft  authors  ;  and  of 
fuch  only  I  hope  I  have  here  made 
choice.  In  the  hi  (lory  of  mens  ac¬ 
tions,  as  they  happen  but  once,  the 
authors,  which  lived  neared;  thofe 
times,  always  bear  the  greateft  fway 
with  us,  and  their  teftimonies  mult  in 
a  great  meafure  force  our  affent.  In 

O  . 

this  treatife,  every  article  is  taken 

from ' 
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from  the  relations  of  fitch  as  were 


eye-witneftes  of  and  privy  to  every 
thing  that  happened  during  the  whole 
feene  of  adion,  fo  that  nothing  can 

VJ  s  4. 

in  this  cafe  be  required  farther,  efpe- 
cially,  fince  it  cannot  be  fuppofed 
they  could  have  any  advantage  by  im- 
pofing  upon  us  with  their  narrations. 
Now  as  a  human  body  is,  and  ffluft 
be  the  fame  in  all  ages,  as  to  the 
fluids  and  folids  whereof  it  is  compo- 
fed,  fo  it  mu  ft  confequently  be  fub- 
je£t  in  all  the  ages  of  the  world  to 
the  fame  kind  of  diforders.  jTis  true, 

*  i  a  • .  .1 

luxury  will  add  fome  new  difeafes  to 


theaccount,  and  will  perhaps  hei  ghten 
the  fymptoms  of  the  old  ones  :  But 
in  the  general,  I  think  we  may  fairly 
conclude,  that  the  things  which  have 
in  any  cafe  given  relief  heretofore, 
may  in  the  like  circumftances  in  fuc- 
ceeding  generations  do  the  fame  a- 
sain.  If  more  of  the  common  dif— 


\ 


& 
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'  ^'v  *  1  •  *  r 

cafes  were  treated  in  the  fame  man** 

tier,  we  fhould  moll  certainly  know 
the  nature  of  them  better  than  we 
do  at  prefent,  and  might  more  rea¬ 
dily  know  when  to  expeft,  and  how 

to  fet  about  their  cure.  For  my  own 

*  1  „  , 

part,  I  fhould  be  extremely  pleafed 
with  fuch  accounts,  and  am  in  hopes 
of  feeing  fomething  of  this  kind  come 

,  I 

from  the  pens  of  fuch  whofe  abilities 
are  far  fuperior  to  mine.  I  don’t 
think  it  reafonable  that  theory  fhould 
only  meet  with  encouragement,  when 
'the  practical  part  of  phytic  is  chiefly 
*to  be  regarded.  If  we  had  not  fb 

D 

many  general  fyftems,  but  more  par¬ 
ticular  accounts  of  feveral  difeaies, 
the  world  would  receive  more  advan¬ 
tage  from  the  writings  of  great  men, 
than  it  does  at  prefent,  for  tho’  many 
undertake,  very  few,  or  perhaps  none, 
are  capable  of  performing  fo  great  a 
work.  . 


i)^tM^s¥)^eM^e¥)^e¥.^e¥^ 
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Editor’s  Preface. 

FROM  the  two  following  let¬ 
ters  it  will  evidently  appear, 
that  Dodtor  Wilkes  intended 
fome  time  or  other  to  publifh  this 
Effay  upon  the  Dropfy  ;  but  from 
his  many  avocations  in  his  buhnefs, 
of  which  no  one  had  greater  prac¬ 
tice,  fame  and  repute,  in  this  and 

A  the 
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the  neighbouring  counties,  than  he 

O  O  J 

had,  being  as  remarkable  for  the 

-  J  O 

cure  of  the  Difeafe  here  treated  of, 
as  any  other  to  which  our  bodies 
are  fubjed  j  and  other  very  material 
things  happening,  that  deiign  was 
laid  afide.  It  may  perhaps  be 
thought  neceflary  that  I  fhould 
give  the  world  home  reafons  for 
its  now  being  publifhed,  which  may 
be  done  in  a  few  words.  The 
Dodor  dying  in  the  year  1760,  his 
library  which  was  a  very  valuable 
one,  came  to  me,  among  which 

0 

was  this  manufcript,  and  the  two 
before-mentioned  letters.  I  have 
been  told  by  many  that  were  the 
Doctor’s  friends,  and  well-wiQiers 
to  me,  and  fuch  as  are  efteemed 
judges  in  thefe  matters,  that  it  was 

a  thou- 
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a  thouiand  pities,  iuch  a  work 
fhould  lie  dormont,  as  it  might 
be  of  real  ufe  to  fociety  as  well 
as  the  facility.  From  their  Pollici¬ 
tations  and  the  great  defire  I  have 
to  do  juflice  and  honour  to  his 
memory,  as  far  as  my  abilities  will 
reach,  I  have  at  length  undertaken 
to  tranferibe  it,  as  it  was  greatly 
interlined,  and  very  difficult  in 
many  places  to  be  made  out ;  but  as 
no  one  had  better  opportunity  of 
knowing  and  being  acquainted  with 
the  Doctor’s  hand-writing  than 
myfelf,  having  been  brought  up  by 
him  from  a  child,  I  thought  my¬ 
felf  the  propereft  perfon  to  perform 
that  office  :  but  as  I  do  not  pre¬ 
tend  to  underfland  all  the  phyfical 
terms,  my  fiudies  having  been 

A  2  directed 
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directed  another  way,  viz.  to  the 
care  of  the  foul,  if  there  fhould 
be  any  material  miftakes  or  omif- 
fions  in  the  book,  I  muff  take  the 
blame  to  myfelf,  and  afk  pardon  of 
the  learned  world. 


Stafford 
Jan.  1 6th 


1772.- 


THOs.  UNETTS. 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Dr.  Burton, 
to  Dr.  Wilkes. 


Sir,  - 

I  THINK  myfelf  much  obliged 
to  you  for  your  very  ufeful  Trea- 
‘  tife  of  the  Dropfy.  It  is  the  com- 
‘  pleated:  I  have  met  with  upon  that 
‘  fubjedt,  and  the  faculty  may  in  al- 
‘  moft  one  view  look  upon  everything 
‘  that  is  really  worth  their  knowing 
‘  upon  that  difeafe.  An  idle  man,  if 
‘  he  reads  it  with  great  attention,  will 
<  make  abundant  advantage  of  your 
‘  induftry,  and  may  in  a  few  days  in- 

A  3  ‘  form 
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4  form  hindfelf  of  what  mu  ft  necefta- 
‘  rily  have  taken  up  a  great  deal  of 
‘yourtime^  in  collecting  and  digeft- 
‘  ing  into  fo  good  order.  But  as  you 
4  defire  me  to  fpeak  as  rigidly  as  an 
‘  uncandid  perfon  could  do  of  the 
4  performance,  fuch  a  one  might  per- 
c  haps  fay  you  have  entertained  us 
1  with  too  much  of  other  peoples, 

‘  and  too  little  of  your  own  :  which 
4  was  a  general  cenfure  of  our  friend 
4  Dr.  Holland’s  book  of  the  fmall- 
4  pox.  I  would  not  be  fo  far  mif- 
4  underftood,  as  to  compare  his  little 
4  treatifc  with  yours,  which  confef- 
4  fes  fuperior  learning,  and  is  inft- 
4  nitely  more  full  and  compleat.  I 
4  only  give  you  a  hint,  whether  it 
4  may  not  be  advifeable  to  omit  now 
4  and  then  fome  of  the  lefs  material 

quotations. 


s 
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4  quotations.  He  ’would  have  plea  fed 
4  us  more ,  had  he  hut  f  leafed  us  lefs , 

4  has  been  a  very  common  tho’  an 
4  uncandid  cenfure  of  a  good  per- 
c  formance.  For  my  own  part,  I 
4  fhould  be  unwilling  to  lore  any  of 
4  it.  But  the  generality,  who  will 
4  be  offended  if  they  poffibly  can, 
4  may  refledt  upon  it  as  a  laborious 
4  and  perhaps  a  tedious  collediion. 
4  As  to  the  fir fc  epithet,  1  really 
4  think  we  are  greatly  obliged  and 
4  advantaged  by  the  care  you  have 
4  taken;  astothefecond,  theymuft  be 
4  very  fuperficial  who  would  not  with 
4  pleafure  revolve  every  part  of  a  ufe- 
4  ful  fubjedt,  that  is  fo  thoroughly 
4  and  confequently  fo  fatisfadtorily 
4  treated.  I  have  been  fo  very  much 

A  4  4  engaged 


I 
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‘  engaged  of  late,  that'  I  have  not  ex-^ 

‘  amined  it  with  that  care  which  it 
‘  deferves.  I  propofe  to  indulge 
‘  upon  it,  if  you  can  fuffer  it  home 
‘  time  longer  in  my  hands,  and  to 
‘  give  you  my  thoughts  more  parti- 
‘  cularly  upon  it.  I  will  at  the  fame 
‘  time  fend  you  a  hint  or  two  of  the 
‘  ufeof  gas  fulphur is  given  to  the  quan- 
1  tity  of  three  drachms  in  about  two 
‘  ounces  and  an  half  of  a  bitter  tinc- 
‘  ture  twice  a  day,  as  a  moft  efficaci- 
‘  ous  deobftruent  and  diuretical  me- 
c  dicine,  in  this  difeafe,  as  I  have 

<  frequently  experienced.  If  you 
c  pleafe  to  make  trial  of  it,  with  a 
‘  moderate  dofe  of  oxymel  fcylliti- 
‘  cum  at  night,  I  believe  you  will  be 

<  very  well  pleafed  with  it.  The 

{  gas. 


[  «  1 

* 

«  gas  fulphuris.  even  in  fo  high  a  dofe, 

‘  gives  little  offence  to  the  ftomach. 

‘  Pyrmont  water  with  good  old  hock, 

<  acidulated  with  this  volatile  gas, 

4  makes  a  very  grateful  and  very  ufe- 
‘  ful  liquor  for  a  Dropfical  patient. 

4  I  lately  faw  a  gentleman,  who  was 
4  judged  to  have  the  hydrops  pedtoris 
‘  by  his  phyficians  at  Derby,  and 
4  came  hither  to  me  in  a  cafe  feem- 
4  ingly  deplorable,  in  a  fortnight  s 
4  time  furprifingly  relieved  by  the 
4  eafy  method  above  mentioned. 

4  After  a  dyfpnma  that  he  had  la- 
4  boured  under  for  two  years,  at  laid; 
‘his  legs,  thighs,  and  belly  were 
4  considerably  fwelled.  A  jaundice 
i  was  fuperadded  to  his  Dr  opfy, 

*  with  frreat  weaknefs,  an  entirely 

‘loft 
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4  loft  appetite,  and  a  very  fniall 
4 quantity  of  a  very  high-coloured 
4  urine.  But  in  little  more  than  a 
4  fortnight’s  time,  his  great  difficulty 
4  of  breathing,  yellownefs,  and  fwel- 
4  ling  were  removed.  He  made  great 
4  quantities  of  water,  and  recovered 
4  his  appetite  and  ftrength  fo  far, 
« that  the  beginning  of  next  week  he 
4  returns  into  Derby  {hire  again,  where 
‘  I  believe  his  friends  never  expeded 
4  to  fee  him.  I  really  thought,  the 
4  night  before  1  direded  him  the  a- 
4  bovementioned  method,  that  he 
4  could  not  poffibly  have  fubftfted 
4  forty-eight  hours.  I  had  not  trou- 
4  bled  you,  with  this  cafe,  if  the 
4  recovery  had  not  been  chiefly 
4  owing  to  the  only  medicine,  I 

4  think, 


i 
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‘  think,  you  have  not  taken  notice 
‘  of  in  your  very  valuable  treatife, 
‘  by  which  you  have  highly  obli- 

c  o*er! 


Your  very  faithful, 


And  obedient  Servant, 


Dover-ftreet? 
Sept.  1 6th) 

J731’ 


T.  BURTON. 
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Copy  of  a  Letter,  from  Dr.  Wilkes, 
to  Dr.  Burton. 

Willenhall3  Sept.,  25th?  1731* 

SIR, 

'}> 

{  T  AM  not  at  all  ambitious  of  be- 
‘  coming  an  author,  but  if  I  fhould, 

‘  I  fhall  moft  certainly  obferve  the  di- 
‘  redtions  of  Horace — Si  quid  tamen 

‘  olim  fcripferis,  in  metu  defeendat 
4  judicis  aures,  et  patris,  et  noftras, 
‘  nonumque  prematur  in  annum,  &c. 
‘  Phyfick,  after  all  the  improvements 
‘  hitherto  made,  is  even  at  this  day  but 

4  con- 


1 
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4 conjectural.  It  has  long  been  my 
4  opinion,  that  the  only  way  to  bring 
c  it  to  certainty,  would  be  to  (hew  in 
4  one  view,  what  has  been  already 

*  done  in  each  diftemper,  that  by  this 

*  means  we  might  be  allured  what 
4  was  really  wanting,  for  many  things 
4  of  the  antients,  have  frequently 
4  been  publifhed  for  new  inventions. 

4  If  in  my  Effay  I  have  done  this  in 
4  the  Dropfy,  I  have  my  aim  ;  but 
4  mu  ft  leave  it  to  you  and  the  learned 
4  to  determine,  whether  my  way  of 
4  thinking  is  right.  You  fee  I  have 
4  taken  lome  pains  in  this  affair  ; 
4  and  I  was  unwilling  to  go  farther, 

4  till  I  k  new  how  my  friends  appro- 
4  ved  the  deiign.  Sir  John  Floyer  has 
4  perufed  the  effay,  and  encourages 

4  me 
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‘me  to  proceed  to  finifh  it,  but  1 

8 

4  fhall  much  fooner  rely  upon  your 
4  judgment.  I  prefumed  on  your 
4  goodnefs,  and  fent  you  the  rough 
4  draught  ;  but  I  ought  to  afk  par- 
4  don  for  it,  becauie  I  am  fenfible 
4  there  are  many  excrefcencies  to  be 
4  pared  off,  and  many  deficiencies, 
‘  I  fear,  to  be  fupplied  ;  of  which 
e  the  gas  fulph.  is  one,  for  which  I 
4  fhall  always  own  the  obligation. 
4  Perieflion  is  what  one  of  my  mean 
4  abilities  and  obfcurity  can  have  no 
4  pretence  to ;  but  as  you  have  been 
4  always  ready  to  afiift  me  in  diffi- 
4  culties,  fo  now  if  you’ll  pleafe  to 
4  favour  me  with  your  obfervations 
4  on  this  work,  I  fhall  hope  to  fee  it 
4  correct  at  leaf!:,  if  not  abfolutely 
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‘perfeft.  ’Tis  true  it  chiefly  con- 
‘  lifts  of  the  labours  of  other  men, 
£  but  as  it  is  hijlorical ,  1  thought  l 
4  ought  to  produce  vouchers  for 
4  every  thing  I  advanced.  No  one 
‘  man  I  believe  ever  faw  all  the  fe- 
4  veral  forts  of  Dropfles  mentioned 
4  in  the  anatomical  hiftories  5  and  I 
4  am  fure  no  one  man  could  invent 
4  all  the  different  methods  of  cure, 
4  and  the  great  variety  of  medi- 
4  cines,  which  I  have  there  collected. 
4  I  beg  that  in  your  obfervations 
4  you  would  act  with  the  utmoft 
4  fe  verity  ;  became  when  a  friend 
4  gives  correction,  his  hand  is  apt  to 
4  be  too  tender  and  gentle.  You 
4  may  have  the  book  as  long  as  you 
4  pleafe  ;  and  when  I  have  tranfcri- 

4  bed 
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bed  it  again,  I  hope  it  will  appear 
before  you  in  a  much  better  drefs ; 
and  am, 


Sir, 

Your  mo  ft  obedient, 

►  * 

And  very  humble  Servant, 


RICH'.  WILKES. 


JfcHL 

CHAP.  I. 

Of  the  Name ,  feveral  Kinds  of 

D  R  O  P  S  I  E  S. 


ALMOST  all  the  nations  of  Eu¬ 
rope  have  given  a  name  to  the 
diftemper,  whereof  I  propofe  a 
fhort  hiftory  in  the  following  fheets,  that 
either  fignifies  water  abfolutely,  or  has  fame 
allufion  to  it.  The  Greeks  frequently 
called  it  only  (a)  water,  and  fometimes 
joined  in  compofition  a  (b)  word  fignify- 
ing  the  face,  afpedt,  or  external  appearance 
of  a  thing ;  fo  that  by  both  together  they 
meant,  that  the  perfon  afflidted  with  this 
diforder,  had  too  much  water  in  him,  as 
was  evident  by  his  complexion.  The  (c) 
Romans,  and  from  them  the  (d)  French,  and 

B  many 


(a)  LW«r&!pj  water,  (b)  the  face,  afpect, 

or  external  appearance  of  a  thing;  whence  and 

( c )  Hydrops,  Hydropifis.  They  alfo  called  it  aqua 
intercus  or  aqua  inter  cutem,  i.  e.  water  within,  or 
under  the  fkin.  ( cl)  Hydropifie. 


Whence  the 
word  Drop- 

fv. 


£ 


f  i  ■ 

v  \  ^ 
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many  other  nations,  derive  their  names  of 
this  difeafe  from  the  Utter  of  thefe  Greek 
words,  perhaps  forne  may  think  our  word 
Dropfy  is  of  the  fame  origin  ;  but  I  am  of 
opinion,  we  have  it  from  our  Saxon  an- 
ceftors.  With  them  dr  op  as  was  the  fame 
as  drops  are  now,  and  ea  or  ey  the  fame  as 
water;  fo  that  altho’  the  word  comes  from 
a  different  quarter,  yet  the  diftemper  which 
we  mean  by  it,  is  the  very  fame  as  it  was 
among  the  Greeks  and  Romans. 

We  often  fay  in  Englifh,  that  a  hu¬ 
mour  falls  upon  this  or  that  part  of  the 
body,  and  fo  caufes  illnefs. 

The  antients  had  the  fame  idea,  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  gave  names  to  feveral  diforders 
which  are  all  derived  from  words  of  the 
like  fignificatlon.  Catarrh,  Diarrhaea,  and 
Rheumatifm,  all  come  from  a  (e)  Greek 
verb,  which  fignifies  to  flow  or  run  like 
water.  Gout,  and  Gutteta  (J)>  R  name 
fometimes  given  to  the  Epilepfy  or  falling- 
fieknefs,  come  from  a  Latin  word,  for  a 

drop  : 

(e)  p/a,  to  run  or  flow  like  water. 

( f )  Gutta  a  drop,  thence  la  goute,  gout;  and  la 
goute  de  tete9  the  drop  of  the  head,  whence  gutteta, 
the  falling-ficknefs. 
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drop  :  and  the  word  Diabetes  (g)  means  no 
more  than  a  fyphon  or  tube,  thro’  which 
water  pafles.  This  laft  difeafe  is  likewife 
fome  times  called  a  Dropfy  to  the  chamber¬ 
pot  (h),  and  a  Diarrhea  by  urine. 

The  Dropfy  is  a  difeafe,  fays  Aretseus, 
which  is  common  to  all  ages  and  fexes ; 
men,  women  and  children,  being  affhdled 
with  it  indifferently,  tho’  feme  bodies  are 
more  liable  to  it  than  others*  Women 
after  the  time  of  their  menfes,  are  much 
more  frequent  fufferers  by  it  than  at  any 
other  age  j  tho’  young  ones,  efpecially  thofe 
that  are  barren,  often  yield  to  its  too  power¬ 
ful  attacks.  There  are  fome  forts  peculiar 
only  to  men,  as  the  Hydrocele  y  fome  to 
women,  as  the  Hydrops  uteri ;  and  fome 
more  frequently  happen  to  children,  as  the 
Hydrocephalus. 

Hippocrates,  Aretaeus,  and  fome  other  of 
the  antients,  made  four  forts  of  Dropfies. 
If  the  belly  fwelied,  and  when  ftruck  upon 
would  found  like  a  drum,  they  called  it  a 
Tympany  fij.  If  it  fwelled  round  with  a 

B  2  pro- 

(g)  JwSjjTjtf,  a  fiphon,  pipe,  faucet,  & c. 

( h )  ofsgo?  he  cty/Scc:  cT/»pp«<a  tie 

(i)  ruy.7ra,uT'7r?i  Tvy'TT&vt&e,  T.  ympanites  from  rojuTram 

a  drum. 


Who  rub* 
jedt  to  it. 


Its  feveral 
kinds. 


i.  Tympa¬ 
ny. 
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2.  Afcitcs. 


$.  Leuco- 
phlegnaacy. 


4.  Anarfar- 
c*. 


0/T  the  Several  Kinds 

s  v 

protuberance  like  a  bottle,  they  gave  it 
the  name  (/£)  Afcites ;  if  the  whole  body 
fwelled,  and  the  fkin  feemed  to  be  filled 
with  a  white,  thick,  cold  phlegm,  it  ob¬ 
tained  the  name  of  Phlegmacy,  or  (/)  Leu- 
cophlegmacy. 

C.  Aurelianus  [m)  his  true  afiigns  ano¬ 
ther  reafon  for  this  name ;  for  he  fays,  that 
in  this  diftemper  fome  vomit  up  a  white, 
thick  humour,  and  that  others  void  it  by 
ilool  5  from  whence  his  probable  this  name 
may  as  well  be  derived,  as  from  the  colour 
of  the  fick  perfon’s  fkin.  Laftly,  if  the 
fweiiing  of  the  whole  body  continues,  the 
fiefh  waftes,  and  turns  to  a  watry,  bloody 
and  thin  humour,  like  that  which  flows 
from  ulcers  of  the  inteflines,  or  fuch  as  is 
let  out  from  under  the  fkin  after  a  bruife ; 
then,  fays  («)  Aretaeus,  we  call  it  an  Anafarca. 
How  often  diforders  of  this  kind  might  be 
found  in  Cappadocia,  is  out  of  my  power 
to  determine  ;  but  I  think  I  may  be  pretty 
pofltive  that  few  or  none  fuch  are  now, 

or 


(&)  *<7Art'7r?,  afcites;  from  eunor,  a  bottle. 

(1)  (pte?y-&rr'<as,  Mvzofteyju&TtcLS'i  from  <b\vy(i phlegm. 
(rn)  C.  Aurel.  cap.  8.  p.  470. 

(n)  Aret.  op.  p,  57.  ‘Avact^kc c,  frpm  all  over  and 
the  fiefh. 
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or  ever  were,  to  be  met  with  in  Great 
Britain. 

Others  of  the  antients,  as  P.  ^gineta, 
Al.  Trallian,  and  many  of  the  moderns, 
allow  of  three  forts  only :  viz.  the  Afcites, 
Tympany  and  Anafarca,  leaving  out  of  the 
account  the  Leucophlegmacy,  which  feems 
to  be  a  fpecies  of  the  Anarfarca;  and  tho’ 
perhaps  common  enough  in  Greece,  yet,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Mr.  Lifter,  is  very  rarely  found 
in  England. 

If  we  take  a  Uriel  view  of  thefe  feveral 
opinions  of  the  antients  about  the  different 
kinds  of  this  diftemper,  we  fhall  find  that, 
according  to  their  own  do&rine,  there  could 
be  only  two  forts  of  Dropfies;  viz.  the 
Afcites  and  the  Anafarca;  for  in  a  Tympany 
they  fuppofed  there  was  little  or  no  wa¬ 
ter  f  oj ;  and  a  Leucophlegmacy  differs  only 
in  degree  from  an  Anafarca,  as  will  I  hope 

in  the  following  difcourfe  moft  evidently 
appear. 

3  Diodes 

(o)  Hippocrates  by  a  catachrefis,  according  to  fome, 
calls  this  dilorder  ifyanct  fyfiv,  the  dry  dropfy  or  dropfy 
without  water;  tho*  others  think  by  thefe  words  he 

only  means  a  dropfy  that  is  attended  with  a  dry  belly 
or  coflivenefs. 


Reduced  to 
two. 
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Hepatias 
rnd  S pie— 
nitfis. 


Original  and 

fymptoma- 

fcical. 


Bilious  and 
lymphatic. 
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Diodes  fpj  gave  the  name  of  Hepatias 
and  Splenites  to  the  Afcites,  becaufe  he 
and  many  others  after  him  fuppofed,  that 
this  diforder  always  came  from  a  fault  of 
the  fpleen  or  liver  ;  but  this  dodtrine  will 
be  proved  to  be  erroneous  in  the  fequel  of 
this  difcourfe. 

Al.  Trallian  (q)  fays,  all  dropfies  may 
be  confidered  as  original  or  fymptomatical ; 
the  former  coming  from  an  ill  habit  of 
body  only,  the  latter  being  the  offspring 
of  other  difeafes. 

Dr.  Leigh  divides  this  diftemper  into 
the  bilious  and  lymphatic;  but  as  this 
.didindlion  is  founded  in  the  caufes  of  this 
diforder,  he  might  either  have  left  out  the 
firft  fort,  or  might  have  added  feveral  more  : 
for  as  a  bilious  Dropfy,  according  to  him, 
proceeds  from  thick  condenfated  choler, 
obftrudling  both  the  glands  and  biliary 
pores  of  the  liver ;  fo  the  pancreatic,  ne¬ 
phritic,  &c.  might  equally  deferve  a  place 
in  his  account,  when  the  juices  of  the  pan- 
creas,  kidneys,  &c.  become  fo  vifcid  as  to 

fwell 

4 

(p)  C.  Aurelian.  cap.  8.  p.  471.  wccnW,  from 
the  liver  :  o-TrAmlry?,  from  01 r\y>v  the  Ipleen. 

(q)  Al.  Tral.  op.  p.  336.  — 
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fwell  and  fill  thofe  vifcera  with  a  watry 
humour,  (r) 

Hippocrates  (f)  is  the  firft,  and  almoft 
the  only  author,  who  makes  mention  of  an 
hereditary  Dropfy,  or  one  that  is  derived  to 
us  by  our  parents.  Many  diftempers,  viz. 
gout,  rheumatifm,  confumption,  aithma, 
&c.  are  by  the  generality  of  mankind  al¬ 
lowed  to  be  hereditary ;  but  there  is  not 
any  hypothefis  yet  advanced  in  Phyfic, 
which  is  able  to  give  fatisfadion  to  the 
mind  of  an  inquifitive  perfon  about  the 
reafon  why  this  ffiould  be  fo.  Hence  I 
prefume  it  is,  that  this  kind  of  Dropfy,  tho’ 
mentioned  by  the  divine  old  man,  is  fo 
rarely  to  be  found  in  authors  of  a  later 
date.  Tis  poffible  that  the  prefent  nor  any 
fubfequent  principles  of  natural  philofophy 
may  not  be  able  to  folve  this  and  many  other 
difficulties ;  but  that  this  is  fo  in  fad,  is 
out  of  the  power  of  the  greateft  fceptic  to 
difpute.  I  have  a  female  relation  about  50 
years  of  age,  who  has  been  fubject  to  a 

B  4  Dropfy 

(r)  Dr.  Leigh’s  natural  hiftory  of  Chefhire,  &c. 
B.  2.  p.  69. 

(f)  Lib.  predict.  2.  p.  89.  « two  yowffj  from  the  birtba 
or  femen.genitale. 
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Hereditary. 
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Dropfy  from  her  infancy.  Her  mother  la¬ 
boured  under  the  fame  diforder  when  (he 
was  with  child  of  her,  and  after  fome  years 
died  of  this  obftinate  diftemper.  For 
twenty  years  together  this  young  woman 
took  all  manner  of  medicines,  that  could 
be  contrived  for  her  by  the  bed:  phyficians 
which  were  then  in  the  neighbourhood,  in 
hopes,  fome  time  or  other,  to  get  quit  of 
this  fo  troublefome  a  companion  j  but  all  to 
no  purpofe. 

For  thefe  laft  eighteen  or  twenty  years  of 
her  life,  die  has  conftantly  taken,  about  the 
time  of  the  equinoxes,  two  or  three  dofes  of 
fome  brifk  purging  medicine ;  and  now  and 
then  at  other  times  of  the  year,  when  the 
dwelling  of  her  legs,  belly,  or  ffiortnefs 
of  breath  has  increafed  upon  her  to  any 
degree.  By  this  means  die  has  enjoyed  a 
tolerable  good  d:ate  of  health  from  the  time 
fhe  began  with  this  method,  and  is  now 
(t)  able  to  perform  all  the  neceflary  affairs  of 
life,  without  much  trouble  to  herfelf,  or 
thofe  that  are  about  her. 

A  French 


(t)  So  faid  1740. 
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A  French  furgeon  (u)  has  lately  given 
us  a  couple  of  new  names  for  a  dropfy. 
According  to  him  all  dropfies  are  caufed  by 
effufion  or  infiltration.  When  any  part  of 
the  body  fwells  gently,  the  humour  being 
very  thin  and  fubtile,  that  part  is  faid  to  be 
infiltred  with  the  humour.  This  way  of  ex- 
preflion  Mr.  Le  Dran  fx)  often  ufes,  and  it 
now  common  among  the  French  furgeons. 
When  the  humour  is  more  grofs,  and  the 
tumour  comes  on  quicker,  the  veffels  per¬ 
haps  being  burft,  it  is  then  faid  to  be  caufed 
by  effufion.  Much  has  been  advanced  con¬ 
cerning  the  propriety  of  thefe  expreflions, 
and  whoever  has  a  mind  to  be  fatisfied  may 
confult  the  authors  here  quoted,  (y ) 

Nuck  fz)  firft  mentioned  the  Hydrops 
faccatus,  or  Bag-dropfy.  Here  the  water 
is  included  in  a  cyftis,  bag  or  hydatid.  This 
is  a  proper  diftindtion  as  will  appear  by  feve- 
ral  examples  to  be  met  with  in  this  treatife. 

When  there  are  more  than  one  of  thefe 
bags,  or  hydatids,  it  may  then  not  impro¬ 
perly 

(u)  Garengeot’s  chirurg.  operat.  p.  144. 

(x)  See  his  operations. 

(y)  Adenographia  curiofa,  p.  127. 

(z)  Dr.  Friend’s  hift.  of  phyfic^  vol.  2»  p.  and  Med. 

FIT.  Edin.  vol.  j.  p.  242. 


By  effufion 
and  infiltra¬ 
tion. 


Bag-dropfy. 


A 


IO 


Vdicular. 


Hot  and 
cold* 

Partial  and 
vuiiverfal. 
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perly  be  called  Hydrops  veficularis,  or  the 
Bladder-dropfy.  Aretaeus  fa)  makes  men¬ 
tion  of  this  kind ;  kis  very  common,  and 
many  hidories  of  it  may  be  found  in  this 
eflay. 

As  fome  dropfies  are  attended  with  great 
heat,  third,  pain  in  the  legs,  feet,  &c,  &c. 
others  are  more  cold,  without  any  of  thefe 
fymptoms  fo  the  former  fort  may  not  im¬ 
properly  be  called  hot  or  inflammatory  drop- 
lies,  and  the  latter  cold  or  phlegmatic. 

The  mod  eafy  and  natural  divifion  of 
dropfies,  in  my  opinion,  is  into  partial  and 
univerfal  3  the  former  fort  afifeding  fome  one 
part  of  the  body  only,  and  the  latter  fpread- 
ing  itfelf  all  over  from  head  to  foot ;  this 
may  be  called  an  Anafarca,  as  the  former 
will  take  its  name  from  the  part  affeded, 
the  general  word  Dropfy  being  joined  to  it. 
In  the  abdomen  kis  always  an  Afcites  ;  but 
In  the  head,  bread,  womb,  &c.  kis  a  Drop¬ 
fy  of  the  head,  bread,  &c.  - 

Now  tho’  according  to  this  lad  divifion 
we  fuppofethe  feat  of  a  partial  Dropfy  to  be 
fixed  in  one  part  of  the  body  only,  yet  we 
mud;  allow  that  in  time  many  other  even 

remote 

(a)  Pc  chronic,  lib,  6,  cap,  j» 
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remote  parts  may  be  affeded.  Thus  in  the 
Abcites,  tho’  the  part  which  fir-ft  buffers  muff 
be  borne  of  the  vifcera  contained  in  the  ca¬ 
vity  of  the  abdomen,  yet  in  time  the  legs, 
fcrotum,  &c.  will  fwell,  the  breath  will  be¬ 
come  fhort,  and  many  other  dangerous  and 
troublefome  fymptoms  by  degrees  will  arife. 

Montanus  tells  us,  that  he  had  been  a 
man  dropfical  in  his  arm,  and  another  in  his 
neck  only ;  and  that  a  dropfy  therefore  may 
be  looked  upon  as  an  Abicefs,  which  may 
happen  to  any  part  of  the  body,  (b)  This 
indeed  is  the  only  true  light  in  which  a 
Dropby  bhould  be  viewed ;  for  it  will  here¬ 
after  be  plainly  proved,  that  in  a  confirmed 
Dropfy  the  lymphatics  muff  be  burff,  and 
that  they  confequently  muff  dibcharge  their 
contents  upon  the  part  affeded,  which  is  in 
reality  an  Abbcefs,  tho5  the  blood-veffels  are 
not  broken ;  for  tho’  lymph  may  at  firft  be 
extremely  clear  and  tranfparent,  it  will  boon 
thicken  when  the  membranes  inflame. 

Before  I  quit  this  head,  I  muff  beg  leave 
to  make  one  obfervation,  viz.  that  in  read- 
in0,  antient  authors,  whether  Greek,  or 
Latin,  the  word  Hydrops  is  generally  to 

be 


Confidered 
as  an  ab- 
fcefs. 


(b)  J.  Bapt.  Montan.  confil,  p.  635. 
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"*  «,  *  ». 

be  underftood  of  the  Afcites,  or  Dropfy  of 
the  belly  only.  Indeed  the  generality  of 
mankind,  even  at  this  day,  take  the  word 
Dropfy  in  the  fame  fenfe.  This  I  prefume 
is  owing  to  Dropfles  happening  more  fre¬ 
quently  in  this,  than  any  other  part  of  the 
body. 

There  is  but  one  other  diviiion  of  this 
diftemper  worthy  to  be  mentioned  here* 
With  regard  to  the  time  of  duration.  Drop- 
lies  may  be  called  acute  or  galloping ;  and 
flow  or  chronical.  Inftances  of  both  kinds 
may  be  met  with  in  the  following  hiftories* 


C  H  A  P* 


/DROPSY, 


*3 


CHAP.  II. 


Anatomical  hiftories  of  fuch  perfons , 
as  have  been  adjudged  to  be  drop- 
fical  in  fome  part  or  other  of  the 
body  while  alive ,  or  after  death 
have  been  found  fo. 

Sect.  i.  In  the  head. 

Hift.  i.  A  GENTLEMAN  about  40 
A  jL  years  of  age,  had  a  large  tu-  , 
mor  on  the  os  lamboides,  fomewhat  biVger  Wafer  ?“■ 

the  otitlide* 

than  a  goofe  egg.  It  was  taken  off  by  in- 
cifion,  and  in  it  was  contained  a  crude 
ferum,  and  towards  the  bottom  of  it  were 
fome  dregs  that  feemed  to  be  a  melicerous 
matter,  (c) 

Hift.  2.  A  bov  at  three  months  old,  born  within  the 

^  *  Hr  li 

of  found  parents,  had  his  head  begin  to  U  ' 

fvvell. 


(c)  Wifeman’s  furg.  vo].  i.  p.  219. 
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fwell,  and  in  lefs  than  five  months  more  it 
was  grown  to  be  much  larger  than  that  of  a 
man.  The  parts  were  fo  diftended  and  the 
water  fo  clear,  that  the  child’s  head  being 
placed  againft  a  candle  or  the  fun,  the 
water  might  very  eafily  be  diftinguifhed. 
A  young  furgeon  opened  the  fore-part  of 
the  fkull  on  the  right  fide,  from  which 
wound  about  a  pint  of  clear  water  was 
difcharged.  This  flux  could  not  be  flopped 
by  any  art,  fo  that  the  child  died  in  36  hours, 
being  then  9  months  and  4  days  old.  fdj 
Hilt.  3.  In  the  head  of  a  child  two  years 
and  a  half  old,  there  were  found  five  quarts 
of  a  thin,  ,pale,  infipid  liquor,  which  lay 
between  the  dura  and  pia  mater,  and  in 
the  ventricles  of  the  brain; 

This  child  was  always  merry,  and  neither 
troubled  with  drowfmefs,  pain  in  the  head, 
want  of  appetite,  or  indigefiion,  only  his 
fight  and  fenfe  of  fmelling  were  not  very 
acute.  It  was  only  troubled  with  gripes  two 
or  three  days  before  it  died.  All  the  vifcera 
were  found,  but  the  guts  were  extremely 
full  of  (e)  wind.  This  water  has  fome- 

times 

(d)  Fabr.  Hildan.  cent.  3.  ohf.  17. 

(e)  Philof.  tranf.  abridg.  vol.  3.  p.  28,  29. 
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times  been  difcharged  at  the  ears,  as  in  the 
cafe  of  a  patient  of  Odonus  at  Bo  non  a,  who 
being  ill  of  a  fever  with  pain  in  the  head, 
a  large  meafure  of  clear  water  came  this 
way  from  him.  (f) 

Hift.  4.  The  head  of  a  boy  about  feven 
months  old,  without  any  preceding  ilnefs, 
began  to  fwell,  and  at  the  end  of  two  years 
and  a  half  he  fell  into  a  lethargy,  and  died ; 
when  the  circumference  was  more  than  an 
ell  and  quarter  and  fomething  more  from 
ear  to  ear  over  crofs.  In  the  two  anterior 
ventricles  of  the  brain  were  nine  quarts  of 
water  clear  as  cryftal,  the  fubftance  of  the 
brain  being  diftended  like  a  fack.  The 
dura  and  pia  mater  were  ftretehed  in  the 
fame  manner,  but  whole ;  and  the  fkull 
was  fo  very  thin,  that  it  feerned  more  like  a 
membrane  than  a  bony  fubftance.  There 
was  no  viftble  paffage  to  be  found,  whereby 
this  water  made  its  way  into  the  head.  All 
the  other  vifcera  were  found. 

He  eat,  drank,  and  flept  well ;  but  the 
body  was  emaciated.  He  could  neither 
hear,  fee,  fpeak  or  underftand,  and  his 

arms. 


(f)  Marcel.  Donatus,  hift.  mecL  mirab.  1.  2.  c,  12.  p. 
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arms,  legs,  and  eyes,  were  often  con- 
vulfed.  (g) 

Hift.  5.  A  boy  ab  out  five  years  old  had  his 
head  as  big  as  a  man’s,  fo  that  he  could  not 
bear  up  the  weight  of  it,  but  was  forced  to 
lye  upon  the  bed  continually  ’till  he  died. 
In  this  head  were  five  pints  of  water ;  which 
being  taken  away,  there  appeared  nothing 
but  an  empty  cavity,  fo  that  many  thought 
there  had  been  no  brain.  At  length  it  was 
found  to  have  loft  its  fpherical  form  by  the 
preflure  of  the  water,  and  like  a  thick  mem¬ 
brane  to  adhere  clofely  to  the  arched  cir¬ 
cumference  of  the  divided  bones.  This 
child  retained  his  fenfes  all  along,  which 
feemed  wonderful ;  fmce  many  have  been 
feized  with  the  falling- ficknefs,  lethargy, 
foolifhnefs,  and  incurable  madnefs,  when  by 


Jfydatides. 


any  accident  the  form  of  the  brain  has  been 
altered,  (h) 

Hift.  6.  That  great  fcholar  and  ftates- 
man,  Thomas  Sackville,  Lord  Buckhurft, 

and 


(g)  Fabr.  Hild.*cent.  1.  obf.  10.  See  alfo  cent.  3. 
obf.  19.  and  C.  Pifo  de  colluv.  ferof.  obf.  83  5c  93.-— 
J.  Schenk,  obf.  med.  1.  1.  p.  II. 

(h)  N.  Tulp.  lib.  1.  obf.  24.  See  alfo  Philof.  tranf. 
abridg.  vol.  3.  p.  26.-— Chefeldeivs,  anatem.  p.  223. 
and  Dr.  Turner’s  art  of  forgery,  vol.  1.  p.  196,  5cc. 
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and  firft  Earl  of  Dorfet;  who  had  been  fo  Hjdatife 
long  in  favour  with  Queen  Elizabeth,  died 
at  the  council  table,  13  March  1603,  as  he 
was  taking  a  paper  out  of  his  bofom. 

Many  conjectures  were  made,  and  feveral 
reafons  affigned,  for  his  fudden  death ;  but 
upon  opening  his  head,  there  were  found  in 
it  feveral  little  bags  or  bladders  full  of  clear 
water,  one  or  more  of  which  Mr.  Eachard 
(/)  fuppofes  might  burft,  and  fo  inftantly 
caufe  a  total  privation  of  fenfe,  motion, 
and  life. 

Hift.  7.  On  the  1 8th  of  November  1692, 
a  boy  of  14  dying,  who  had  long  been  af¬ 
flicted  with  delirium  and  convulfions,  a  large 
glafs  of  clear  water  was  found  extravafated 
in  the  anterior  ventricles  of  the  brain, 
which  was  the  caufe  of  all  the  fymptoms, 
and  his  death  fk). 

Hift.  8.  On  the  22d  of  December,  1739, 
died  one  Mrs.  Bennet  of  Woolverhampton, 
who  for  many  months  had  complained  by 
fits  of  a  pain  in  the  right  fide  of  her  head 
near  the  coronal  future,  which  fhefaid  might 

C  be 

/ 

(1)  Hift.  of  Engl.  b.  4.  c.  1.  p.  926.— Bale’s  diClion. 
under  the  word  Dorfet. 

(k)  M.  Saviard  Obf.  Chirurg.  89. 
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be  covered  with  a  half-penny.  This  was 
called  Clavus  Hyftericus,  and  all  her  difor- 
der  hyfterical.  During  the  I  aft  month  or 
fix  weeks  of  her  life,  whenever  the  pain 
was  moft  fevere,  her  urine  came  from  her 
infenfibly,  and  about  a  fortnight  before  her 
death,  fhe  loft  the  ufe  of  her  left  arm  and 
leg.  She  generally,  when  in  pain,  turned 
her  head  backwards,  her  face  being  up¬ 
wards,  which  I  thought  con vul five,  but 
thofe  about  her  faid  it  was  a  cuftom  or 
trick  which  flie  had  acquired.  Between  the 
cerebrum  and  cerebellum  was  fix  or  eight 
ounces  of  an  infipid  water,  clear  as  from  a 
fpring  or  ftill,  that  would  not  coagulate 
with  heat,  but  evaporated  entirely,  leaving 
only  a  fmall  quantity  of  fait  behind.  Un¬ 
der  the  dura  mater  where  the  pain  had  been, 
was  a  fmall  fubftance  of  the  reticular,  or 
polypus  kind,  that  ran  acrofs  the  fubftance 
of  the  brain  towards  the  left  fide.  For  a 
long  time,  her  pain  came  regularly,  as  an 
intermitting  lever;  but  her  urine  was  now 
without  a  fediment.  The  bark,  hyfteric 
medicines,  blifters,  feton,  cathartics,  &c. 
were  of  no  fervice  ;  and  after  the  paralytic 
ftroke,  her  urine  had  a  large  fediment,  but 
it  gave  her  no  manner  of  relief. 


Hift. 
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\ 

Hi  ft.  9.  About  twenty  years  ago  one  Dr. 
Congreve,  of  the  fame  place,  who  during 
his  illnefs,  always  hung  his  head  down¬ 
wards,  and  generally  relied  it  upon  a  pillow 
laid  on  a  table  before  him,  fome  time  be¬ 
fore  he  died  became  comatous,  or  rather 
fiupid,  taking  little  or  no  notice  of  any 
thing.  In  his  head,  under  the  dura  mater, 
was  about  a  pint  of  extravafated  lymph, 
which  moved  backwards  and  forwards  as  he 
moved  his  head.  He  was  mod:  Tenfible 
when  the  water  lay  backwards,  and  he  was 

hell  when  it  preffed  forward  on  the  cere¬ 
brum. 

Hid.  10.  A  child  about  three  years  of  a<?e 

* 

was  fubjed  to  obdruded  vifcera,  had  a  large 
head,  which  at  length  grew  redematous,  as 
well  as  the  face,  and  was  ricketty  ;  yet  was 
as  fend  ole  as  any  child  of  its  age,  till  wi  thin 
a  day  or  two  of  its  death.  Upon  difledion, 
the  cranium  appeared  of  an  uncommon 
make,  very  thick  and  foft :  about  the  ofia 
frontis  and  occipitis  it  was  about  half  an  inch 
thick,  and  in  fome  other  places  it  was  more 
than  three  cguarteis.  The  two  tables  were  Between 
exceeding  thin,  the  intermediate  fubdance  thetables‘ 
was  a  loofe  compages  of  bony  ftrise,  con- 
fulediy  palling  from  one  fide  to  the  other; 

C  2 


or 
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On  the 
outfide. 


Both 
within 
and  with  - 
cat. 


or  rather  a  kind  of  diploe,  or  cells  made  of 
the  fame  ftriae,  and  filled,  not  fo  properly 
with  a  meditullium,  as  a  cruor,  or  bloody 
ferom.  The  callous  part  of  the  medulla 
was  fo  very  pappy,  feparable,  and  as  it  were 
rotten,  that  it  might  more  properly  be  called 
pulticular,  for  it  would  fcarce  fuffer  the 
touch,  without  being  as  it  were  marked 
thereby,  fl) 

Hift:.  1 1 .  A  gentleman  about  forty  years  of 
age,  had  a  large  tumour  on  the  os  lamb- 
doides,  fo  me  what  bigger  than  a  goofe  egg. 
It  was  taken  off  by  incifion,  and  in  it  was 
contained  a  crude  ferom,  and  towards  the 
bottom  of  it  were  feme  dregs  that  feemed 
to  be  a  melicerous  matter,  (m ) 

Hift.  12.  An  infant,  about  ten  days  old, 
had  two  tumours  on  the  os  lambdoides, 
much  refembling  cupping-glaffes.  They 
had  their  origin  from  within  the  fkull,  their 
cyftis  from  the  dura  mater,  and  the  holes 
which  they  came  out  of  were  about  the 
bignefs  of  a  half-crown.  There  was  a  great 
quantity  of  water  within  the  meninges,  and 
in  the  ventricles.  A  gelatinous  fubftance 

was 


( l)  Turner’s  Art  of  Surgery,  vol.  i.  p.  196. 

(m)  Wffemaifs  Surgery,  vpl.  1.  p.  219, 
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was  likewife  found  about  all  the  veflels  on 
the  upper  part,  and  under  the  bafts  of  the 
brain,  fnj 

Wepfer,  in  his  Treatife  de  Morbis  Capitis, 
furnifhes  us  with  a  great  many  hiftories  of 
this  kind,  efpecially  in  Obf.  21,  23,  28,  29, 
30,  and  31  ;  to  which  author  the  reader  is 
referred  for  farther  fatisfadion. 

Observations. 

1.  From  thefe  hiftories  we  may  fee  to 
what  a  prodigious  fize  the  heads  of  young 
children  may  be  diftended  by  a  dropfical  hu¬ 
mour  :  that  the  very  bones  of  the  head 
themfelves  may  be  altered  by  fuch  a  one  : 
and  that  the  effeds  of  it  upon  the  brain, 
and  confequently  upon  the  fenfes,  are  very 
furprifing,  but  not  always  the  fame. 

2.  Young  children  are  often  born  with 
foft  tumours  upon  fome  part  of  the  head  or 
other,  which  have  by  unfkilful  furgeons 
been  opened  to  the  certain  deftrudion  of  the 
patient ;  when  a  little  patience,  fome  fpi- 
rituous  application,  and  very  gentle  bandage 
might  have  given  relief.  Mr.  Le  Dran,  in 
his  firft  obfervation,  gives  us  a  hiftory  of  fuch 
a  tumour  on  the  parietal  bone,  which  al- 

C  3  moft 


(n)  Wifeman,  ibid. 
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moll;  equalled  it  in  extent.  For  fome  time 
he  doubted  whether  it  was  a  falfe  aneurifm, 
or  a  hernia,  that  is  a  Dropfy  of  the  brain  % 
but  by  applying  comprefles  dipped  in  brandy, 
which  were  only  prefied  by  the  cap,  and  i of¬ 
fered  to  lie  twenty-four  hours  without  be¬ 
ing  removed,  the  tumour  in  a  month's  time 
difappeared. 

About  fifteen  years  ago,  the  only  fon  of  a 
baronet  in  this  country  had,  when  born, 
fuch  a  tumour  on  the  os  lambdoides,  which 
a  furgeon  would  very  fain  have  opened.  I 
luckily  prevented  the  operation,  and  by  fuch 
a  fpirituous  application,  and  very  gentle 
bandage,  it  foon  vanifhed ;  the  young  gen¬ 
tleman  being  now  alive  and  hearty. 

SECT,  II.  In  the  Eves. 

Hid.  13.  A  young  man  had  one  of  his 
eyes  as  big  as  a  hen's  egg,  very  fair,  without 
blemifh,  rheum  or  rednefs,  and  his  fight 
pretty  tolerable,  of  which  he  was  happily 
cured.  This  didemper  Dr.  Turbervile 
judly  calls  a  Dropfy  of  the  eyes,  f 0) 

When  the  fibres  of  the  lachrymal  fac,  or 
the  du£t  into  the  nofe  is  obdrudted,  this  fac 
mud  be  didended  by  the  tears  which  regur¬ 
gitate 


[oj  Phil  of.  Tranf.  ahr*  vol.  3.  p.  41. 
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gitate  as  the  pundta  lachrymalia.  This 
difeafe  fome  call  a  Dropfy,  others  a  hernia 
of  the  lachrymal  lac.  (p) 

SEC  T.  III.  In  the  Neck. 

Hifb  14.  A  young  woman  had  her  menfes 
at  eleven  years  of  age.  At  thirteen  fhe  had 
a  fwelling  in  her  right  cheek,  which  fell 
down  upon  the  glands  of  her  neck,  and 
grew  to  the  fize  of  a  goofe  egg.  This  tu¬ 
mor  would  not  give  way  to  any  kind  of  me¬ 
dicines,  and  therefore  was  at  length  opened s 
when  a  large  quantity  of  perfectly  clear  wa¬ 
ter  being  difcharged,  it  immediately  fub- 
fided,  and  that  fide  came  to  the  ihape  of 
the  other.  The  wound  was  not  long  in 
healing.  ( q) 

SECT.  IV.  In  the  Breast,  or 

Thorax. 

Hid.  1 5.  One  George  Ben  net,  about  fifty  Water 
years  of  age,  for  fome  time  laboured  under 
a  fcirrhous  liver,  obftructions  of  the  fpleen 
and  mefentery  ;  a  continual  pain  in  his  head 
and  right  fhoulder,  a  diftillation  upon  his 
lungs,  with  a  cough,  and  fometimes  a  pal- 

C  4  pitation 


(p)  Med.  E1T.  vol.  3.  p.  284. 

(q)  River.  Qbf.  76.  c.  1. 
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pitation  of  the  heart.  On  his  being  opened, 
the  cavity  of  his  bread;  was  full  of  a  ferous 
humour  j  the  right  lobe  of  his  lungs  was 
almoit  confumed  ;  and  the  left,  being  very 
much  inflamed,  adhered  clofely  to  the  pleura. 
In  the  pericardium  was  above  four  pound  of 
bloody  and  purulent  matter ;  but  no  vifible 
pafiage  for  it,  either  in  the  heart  or  peri¬ 
cardium.  (r) 

HifL  16.  A  man  forty-two  years  of  age, 
who  had  long  laboured  under  an  ill  habit  of 
body,  being  fubjedt  to  defluxions  upon  his 
lungs,  was  at  laft  troubled  with  great  fhort- 
nefs  of  breath,  often  felt  a  weight  above 
the  baftaifd  ribs,  orr  each  fide  his  bread  ; 
could  neither  lie  upon  his  back,  nor  his 

•s 

fides,  and  when  he  turned  him  in  bed,  per¬ 
ceived  fomething  fluctuate  in  his  bread. 
When  any  one  applied  his  ear  to  it,  a  noife 
might  be  heard  like  the  bubbling  of  boiling 
water :  his  belly  fwelled,  and  he  became 
exceeding  codive.  His  urine  bad  a  white 
fedlment,  his  appetite  was  good,  and  he 
had  little  or  no  third.  His  bread  was  found 
full  of  water,  of  a  reddifh  colour,  as  if 

raw 

* 

(a)  Fabr.  Hildan.  cent.  1.  obf.  43.  See  alfo  N. 
Tulp.  lib.  2.  obf.  16.  and  Marcel,  Donat,  de  Med, 
Hiflor.  Mirab.  p.  279. 
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raw  fielh  had  been  walhed  in  it,  and  the 
abdomen  was  full  of  a  yellow  coloured  li- 
quid,  (f) 

Hift  17.  A  divine,  by  taking  cold,  was 
feized  with  a  fhortnefs  of  breath  and  a  fe¬ 
ver  :  he  had  a  iwelling  in  both  the  hypo¬ 
chondria,  which  was  taken  for  the  caufe  of 
thefe  complaints.  When  opened,  the  liver 
was  found  to  be  fwelled,  hard,  and  full  of 
holes,  like  a  pumice  ftcne,  and  in  the  whole 
cavity  of  the  thorax  was  a  vaft  quantity  of 
clear  water,  (t )  .  , 

Hift.  18.  A  noble  peer  was  troubled  with 
an  extraordinary  fhortnefs  of  breath,  and 
contrary  to  other  afthmatics,  was  always 
better  in  bed,  or  lying  horizontally,  than 
fitting  or  ftanding :  all  the  vifcera  were 
found  perfe&ly  found,  but  both  the  cavi¬ 
ties  of  the  breaft  were  full  of  water,  (u J 
Hift.  19.  A  gentleman  of  eighty  years  of 
age  was  every  night  feized  with  a  fhortnefs 
of  breath  upon  his  lying  down  in  bed  to 
fleep,  fo  that  he  was  forced  to  get  up  again 

irnme- 

r 

(f)  T.  Bonnet’s  Sepulcr.  Anatom,  p.358.  See  J. 
Schenk.  Obf.  Med.  ].  2.  p.  219. 

(t)  C.  Pifo  de  Col.  Serof.  Obf.  54.  T.  Bonnet. 
Med.  Sept.  Collat.  p.  430. 

(u)  Philof  Tranf,  abrid.  voir  3.  p.  77, 
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immediately,  and  fly  to  the  window  for  air. 
In  the  whole  cavity  of  his  breaft  was  fuch 
a  vaft  quantity  of  water,  that  the  lungs  and 
heart  teemed  to  fwim  in  it.  (v) 

Hift.  20.  In  a  young  gentleman,  who  had 
for  a  long  time  been  afflifted  with  an  inve¬ 
terate  aflhrna  and  a  violent  fever,  there  was 
found  an  inflammatory  tumour  upon  the 

•m 

liver,  a  Dropfy  in  one  flde  of  the  breaft, 
and  that  lobe  of  the  lungs  full  of  veficulae ; 
which  were  filled  with  a  tough,  pellucid 
humour,  not  unlike  the  white  of  eggs  (w), 
Hift.  21.  An  officer  of  the  army,  after  a 
long  march  in  extreme  cold  v/eather,  began 
to  complain  of  a  continual,  fixed,  girding 
pain  in  the  left  fide  of  his  breaft  :  then  he 
had  a  continual  dry  cough,  and  difficulty  of 
breathing,  which  upon  lying  down  in  bed 
was  ready  to  fuffocate  him  for  fome  hours. 
His  pulie  was  all  along  quick  and  foft :  he 
had  little  or  no  heat,  thirft,  lofs  of  appetite, 
or  fleep  :  his  feet  were  cold,  and  at  laft  his 
fcrotum  became  aedematous.  Upon  laughing 
immoderately,  he  was  feized  with  great 
anxiety  and  ffiortnefs  of  breath,  which  con¬ 
tinued 

(v)  C.  Pifo  de  Coll.  Serof.  Obf,  52, 

(u>)  Ibid.  Qbf.  53. 
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tinued  fifteen  hours  before  he  died.  A 
membranous  cavity  or  cyftis  covered  all  that  In  a  cytHs 
fide  of  his  bread:,  which  contained  more  orba^' 
than  a  gallon  of  ferum ;  and  all  the  other 
vifcera  were  found.  Hoffman’s  fyftem, 
tom.  3.  p.  146. 

Hi  ft.  22.  A  young  woman  about  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  having  been  long  troubled 
with  the  green  ficknefs,  heard  one  day, 
as  fhe  was  going  down  ftairs,  a  frightful 
jolking  in  her  breaft  like  milk  or  water. 

Three  years  after,  fhe  died ;  when  there  was 
found  in  her  breaft  three  pints  of  liquor  like 
cream,  contained  in  a  bag,  which  was  capa¬ 
ble  of  holding  as  much  more.  This  bag 
ran  along  the  left  (boulder,  and  fo  obliquely 
down  to  the  right  fide  of  the  midriff,  with 
which  it  doled  all  along.  It  was  for  the 
moft  part  thicker  than  the  ftomach,  and 
in  one  place  thicker  than  a  man’s  finger. 

The  mediaftinum  was  either  wholly 
wafted,  or  rather  woven  into  this  bag, 
and  fo  was  the  pleura,  fo  far  as  the  bag 
reached.  The  right  lobe  of  the  lungs  was 
con  fumed,  and  one  third  part  of  the  left. 

All  the  vifcera  of  the  abdomen  were 
found.  During  her  ill  ftate  of  health, 

this 
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without 
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this  woman  could  never  lie  on  her  left 
fide,  fx) 

Hift.  23.  A  ftudent  of  Magdeburg  was 
feized  with  an  acute  pain  and  fwelling  about 
the  region  of  the  liver.  This  was  taken 
for  an  inflammation  by  his  phyficians. 
It  increafed  daily,  notwithflanding  all 
their  endeavours ;  and  continued  fo  long-* 
that  it  was  thought  the  whole  body  of  the 
liver  mult  have  been  converted  into  pus* 
After  he  was  dead,  the  liver  appeared  per¬ 
fectly  found  but  the  whole  cavity  of  the 
thorax  was  full  of  matter,  and  aim  oft  all 
the  lungs  were  confumed.  fyj 

Hift.  24.  A  woman  about  thirty-eight 
years  of  age,  and  of  a  good  habit  of  body, 
had  a  tumor  in  her  breaft,  which  at  fir  ft 
was  as  hard  as  a  ftone,  but  afterwards  be¬ 
came  red  and  painful,  and  at  laft  broke; 
when  there  dropped  out  of  the  wound  a 
bag  confiding  of  feveral  membranous  coats. 
In  it  was  about  eight  ounces  of  clear  trans¬ 
parent  liquor  like  water,  which  was  a  little 
fetid  to  the  finell  and  bitter  to  the  tafte.  (z } 

SECT. 

(x)  Philof,  Tranf,  abr.  vol.  3.  p.  76,  77. 

(y)  J*  Schenk.  Obf.  Med.  ].  2.  p,  239, 

(%)  Med.  Eil,  Edin,  vol.  1.  p.  213. 
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SECT.  V.  In  the  Pericardium. 

When  we  are  in  health  the  water  con-  of  tlie 
tained  in  the  Pericardium  feldom  exceeds  the  Peri- 


two  or  three  fpoonfuls.  In  a  perfon  trou¬ 
bled  with  a  palpitation  of  the  heart,  and  a 
fhortnefs  of  breath,  C.  Pifo  (a)  found  the 
Pericardium  diftended  fo  as  to  contain  feve- 
ral  pints  of  water.  Vieuflen  (b)  found  a 
large  quantity  in  the  Pericardium  of  Lewis 
Aymar,  which  was  of  a  yellow  colour,  and, 
as  he  proves,  was  feparated  by  the  glands  of 
that  membrane.  Fab.  Hildanus  met  with 
four  pound  (c)  of  bloody  matter  in  it;  and 
Lancifi,  we  are  told,  (d)  once  met  with 
half  this  quantity.  It  has  likewife  been 
found  vaftly  diftended  with  fej  wind ;  and 
once  it  contained  a  large  quantity  of  pus,  (f) 
the  bafis  of  the  heart  being  ulcerated. 

Hift.  25.  One  Boccatius,  a  foldier,  died 
of  a  Dropfy,  at  thirty-two  years  of  age, 
caufed  by  drinking  diftilled  fpirits.  Upon 

dif- 


cardium. 


(a)  Obf.  39.  de  Colluv.  ferof. 

( b )  De  Nov.  Vaf.  in  Corp.  hum.  Sydem,  p.  75. 

(c)  And  another  time  two  pound.  Obf.  29.  Cent.  2. 

(d)  Dr.  Friend’s  Hift.  of  Phyf.  vol.  1.  p.  197.  and  fo 
did  Gerard  Blafius.  Obf.  Med.  p.  31. 

( e)  Ibid.  p.  267. 

(f)  Philof.  Tranf.  abr.  vol.  3.  p.  69. 
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difiedtion,  the  fpleen  was  found  to  be  four 
times  bigger  than  it  iliould  be  :  the  intefl- 
tines  were  livid,  and  a! molt  ready  to  mor¬ 
tify  :  the  liver  was  found,  but  fomewhat 
hard.  In  the  bread  was  four  pound  of  clear 
water,  and  in  the  Pericardium  three  pound 
of  a  muddy,  (harp,  corrofive  liquor.  Du¬ 
ring  his  illnefs  this  man  could  not  lie  upon 
the  right  fide ;  had  a  violent  fhortnefs  of 
breath,  and  made  but  little  urine,  which  . 
was  always  exceeding  high  coloured,  (g) 

Observations. 

i 

I.  From  thefe  hidories  it  plainly  appears, 
that  a  Dropfy  of  the  thorax,  or  bread,  may 
be  caufed,  id,  by  catarrhs,  or  defluxions 

i 

of  humours  upon  the  bronchia  and  lungs ; 
from  whence  comes  a  cough,  then  a  fhort- 
nefs  of  breath,  and  at  lad  a  Dropfy  :  2dly, 
from  an  inflammation  of  the  membranes 
within  the  thorax ;  or  of  the  lungs  and 
pleura;  whence  mud  proceed,  i.  a  cough  ; 

2#  an  adhefion  of  the  lungs  and  pleura;  3.  a 
fliortnefs  of  breath;  and  4.  a  Dropfy  :  jdly, 
from  obdrudtions  in  the  fpleen,  liver,  me- 
fentery,  &c.  which  are  themfelves  the  ef- 

fedts 

(g)  A6t.  Med.  Hafnienf.  vol.  1.  T.  Bonnet.  Med. 
Sept.  p.  704.  and  Sepul.  Anat.  p.  373. 
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feds  of  a  vifcid  and  fizy  blood,  efpecially  In 
the  fair  fex.  From  thefe  mud  proceed  a 
fhortnefs  of  breath,  which  will  often  end 
in  this  kind  of  Dropfy. 

2.  In  diforders  of  the  thorax  or  bread, 
there  is  no  certain  fign  whereby  we  may 
difcover  what  part  within  the  cavity  is  af- 
fedted,  or  in  what  manner.  Here  we  find 
one  perfon  with  a  Dropfy  in  his  bread  is 
always  bed  upon  lying  down  in  bed,  and 
another  is  always  worfe  in  an  horizontal 
podure.  A  tumor  of  one  or  both  the  hy¬ 
pochondria  is  generally  a  fign  of  an  ob- 
ftrudfed  liver.  Here  we  meet  with  this 
fymptom  when  the  liver  is  perfedtly  found, 
and  only  k  colledtion  of  water  above  the 
diaphragm.  Dr.  Hoadly  (i>)  mentions  a 
dropfical  perfon  who  could  lie  but  on  one 
fide,  yet  had  not  a  fingle  drop  of  water  in 
either  cavity  of  the  thorax,  his  difficulty  of 
breathing  being  caufed  by  an  adhefion  of 
the  lungs  to  the  pleura. 

3.  The  fediment  of  urine,  in  Dropfies  of 
the  bread,  gives  no  relief,  though  large, 
and  of  ever  fo  long. continuance. 

4.  The  veficulse  of  the  lungs  may  fome- 
times  be  duffed  with  vifcid  matter  5  at  others, 

the 


(h)  Lech  of  Refpiration,  p.  189. 
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the  whole  fubftance  of  them  may  be  con- 
fumed  ;  and  large  bags  or  cyftifes  may  be 
formed  within  the  bread:,  that  fhall  be  ca¬ 
pable  of  holding  great  quantities  of  water. 
Any  one  of  thefe  diforders  mud;  dedroy 
life,  but  no  phyfician  can  by  any  fymptom 
know  which  is  the  cafe  ;  and  if  he  could,  I 
fear  it  would  hardly  be  in  his  power  to  give 
relief. 

SECT.  VI,  In  the  Stomach. 

Hid:.  26.  One  Joan  Delier,  about  forty- 
eight  years  of  age,  perceived  her  belly  begin 
to  fwell,  and  fo  fancied  herfelf  with  child ; 
but  at  the  end  of  nine  months  fhe  became 
fenfible  of  her  miftake.  For  three  years 
fhe  was  able  to  do  the  common  affairs  of 
life,  with  little  trouble ;  but  then  her  belly 
grew  fo  large  that  fhe  could  no  longer  fuf- 
tain  the  weight  of  it.  Afterwards  fhe  fell 
into  a  fever,  great  fhortnefs  of  breath,  ex¬ 
treme  third:,  and  in  feven  days  died.  In 
her  belly  was  contained  ninety  pints  or  al- 
moft  twelve  gallons  of  clear  water,  which 
towards  the  lad  was  thick,  dark  coloured, 
and  had  a  fediment.  The  peritonaeum  ad¬ 
hered  fo  clofely  to  the  fore-part  of  the  fto- 

mach,  that  it  could  not  be  feparated  from 

\ 

it. 
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It.  The  omentum  lay  upon  the  upper  part 
of  the  ftomach,  and  the  pylorus  was  almcft 
level  with  the  upper  orifice,  and  juft  touched 
it ;  fo  that  her  food  paffed  immediately  from 
one  orifice  to  the  other,  and  fo  into  the  duo¬ 
denum.  The  diaphragm  was  fqueezed  up, 
lo  that  the  lower  part  of  the  heart  touched* 
lay  upon,  and  preffed  it  hard.  The  liver, 
fpleen,  mefentery,  and  all  the  other  vifcera, 
were  found  and  in  their  natural  ftate.  In 
the  middle  of  the  pylorus  was  a  bag,  as 
thick  as  a  man’s  thumb,  and  about  the 
length  of  the  long  finger,  which  was  full 
of  dear  water,  and  entered  diredlly  into  the 
duodenum.  The  ftomach  was  an  ell  in 
depth,  the  fibres  of  its  inner  coat  were  re¬ 
laxed,  and  feparated  one  from  another,  and 
the  coat  itfelf  was  almoft  covered  with  hy~ 
datides.  There  was  a  dired:  pafiage  for  the 
water  out  of  the  ftomach  into  the  cavity  of 
the  abdomen  >,  fo  that  the  diftedtor  very  ea- 
fily  palled  his  probe  out  of  the  cavity  of  the 
latter  into  that  of  the  former,  (i) 

SECT.  VII.  In  ’the  Back. 

Hift.  27.  A  young  woman  about  twenty- 
five  years  of  age,  and  of  a  healthy  conftitu- 

D  tion, 

(1)  PJver.  Op.  Med.  p.  561.  Th.  Bonnet  Sepulcr. 
Anat.  p,  456. 
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tion,  had  a  large  tumor  on  the  muicles  ot 
her  Back,  without  any  inflammation.  It 
was  opened  by  incifion,  and  a  liquid  dis¬ 
charged,  which  was  at  firft  clear  as  water, 
and  then  like  honey,  but  was  not  contained 
in  a  cvftis.  The  wound  was  healed  in  lefs 
than  three  weeks.  (£)  Riverius  Saw  five  of 
thefe  cafes,  whereof  only  two  recovered. 

SECT.  VIII.  "  On  the  outjide  of  the 

Peritonaeum. 

Hift.  28.  A  woman,  after  the  time  of 
her  menfes,  found  her  belly  begin  to  Swell, 
and  fo  it  continued  to  do  till  (lie  died.  She 
complained  of  a  pain  about  the  groin,  on  the 
right  fide  only  .  Upon  opening  the  body, 
eighty  pound,  or  ten  gallons,  of  exceeding 

Blood  and  black  blood  was  found  between  the  muicles 
water.  *  Gf  the  abdomen  and  Peritonaeum,  and  half 
as  much  clear  water  in  the  cavity.  The  left 
tube  of  the  uterus  was  large,  and  contained 
a  pound  and  a  half  of  vifcid  liquor,  with  a 
great  quantity  of  whitifli  matter.  (/) 

Hift.  29.  A  gentlewoman  about  twenty- 
eight  or  thirty  years  of  age,  had  a  tumor  in 

the 

(k)  Wifeman’s  Surg.  vol.  1.  p.  205.  , 

(l)  T.  Bonnet.  Sepulcr.  Anat.  p.  453.  &  Med.  Sept. 

c.ollat.  p,  705. 
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the  hypogaflric  region,  which  after  a  long 
time  was  pierced  with  a  trochar,,  and  a 
large  quantity  of  yellow',  glutinous  lymph 
was  difcharged.  This  operation  was  often 
repeated,  as  often  as  the  part  filled  ;  and  (he 
found  no  inconveniency  from  the  tumor* 
At  length  fine  went  a  journey  three  hundred 
leagues,  was  thrice  tapped  during  the  time 
of  it,  and  at  her  return  had  a  fever,  and 
made  bad  urine.  A  pundure  being  necef- 
fary,  the  fluid  was  now  like  milk,  and  fo 
taken  at  firfl:  for  chyle ;  but  by  ftaining  a 
filver  porringer  black,  was  certainly  pus. 
After  five  months  the  tumor  filled  again, 
when  the  lady,  willing  to  get  a  perfed  cure, 
hearkened  to  a  quack,  who  fuffered  the  mat-* 
ter  to  break  through  two  holes  into  the  ab¬ 
domen,  which  in  feventeen  daj^s  deflroyed 
her.  The  cyftis,  which  at  firfl:  contained 
this  lymph,  afterwards  by  the  feverifh  heat 
made  matter,  was  fituated  between  the 

mufcles  of  the  abdomen  and  peritoni- 

um,  ( m ) 
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(m)  Lc  Dr  an.  Obf.  Chirurg.  65. 
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SECT.  IX.  Within  the  Peritoneum. 

Anatomies  are  greatly  divided  in  their 
opinions  concerning  the  duplicature  of  the 
Peritonaeum.  Columbus  would  make  the 
world  believe  that  he  was  the  perfon,  who 
firft  difcovered  this  membrane  to  confift  of 
two  parts  .;  but  Galen  fays  this  duplicature 
(n)  was  a  thing  well  known  long  before  his 
time.  Picolhomini,  Riolan,  Veflingius, 
and  many  others,  mention  this  duplicature 
as  a  thing  certain;  whilft  Ruyfch,  Marchetti, 
and  Donglas  are  as  pofitive  on  the  other 
fide.  The  la'ft  of  thefe  authors  (o)  fee  ms 
to  demonftrate  that  this  membrane  is  every 
where  fingle ;  that  the  membrana  adipofa, 
which  fpreads  itfelf  all  over  it,  has  been  the 
occafion  of  this  miflake ;  and  that  this 
membrana  adipofa,  or  cellulofa,  is  the  true 
feat  of  Dropfies  in  this  part  of  the  body. 
Be  this  as  it  will,  fince  the  authors  of  the 
following  hiftories  mention  them  as  feated 
in  the  duplicature  of  this  membrane,  I 
fhall  not  change  their  expreflion  ;  but  leave 
that  to  the  reader’s  imagination,  who  may 
ealily  conceive  the  difference,  it  being,  I 

think, 

(«}  TO  SlTTXHV  TTSPlTOYst,  !0V. 

(a)  Donglas  on  the  Peritoneum, 
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think,  a  matter  of  more  curiofity  than  ufe; 
for  whether  in  a  healthy  or  found  body  it  is 
one  membrane  or  two,  it  is  certainly  capa¬ 
ble  of  being  divided  into  two  parts  by  a 
dropfical  humour,  as  the  following  hidories 
will  prove  beyond  contradiction. 

Hitt.  30.  A  young  woman  about  feven- 
teen  years  of  age,  unmarried*  and  reputed 

4 

a  virgin,  had  her  belly  fo  fwelled  in  three 
months  time,  that  many  fufpedted  her  being 
with  child.  She  was  of  a  florid  complexion, 
and  drong  habit  of  body,  had  a  good  da- 
mach,  and  all  her  evacuations  regular,  and 
was  free  from  third,  fhortnefs  of  breath,  or 
any  fymptom  of  a  Dropfy.  For  nine 
months  die  confulted  both  phyficians  and 
mountebanks  to  no  purpofe  j  when  the  ill 
fymptoms  appearing,  die  foo.n  became  like 
a  fkeleton,  and  refufing  to  be  tapped,  died 
in  three  months  after.  The  Peritonaeum 
was  turned  into  a  bag,  by  a  reparation  of  the 
interior  from  the  exterior  membrane,  which 
fo  enclofed  a  large  quantity  of  water,  that 
not  one  drop  of  it  could  pafs  into  the  ab¬ 
domen.  The  nervous  body  of  the  Perito¬ 
naeum,  naturally  as  thin  as  fine  filk,  was 
here  thicker  than  the  hide  of  an  ox.  This 
bag  being  removed,  the  vilcera  appeared  in 

D  3  view* 
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I  v 

view,  of  a  pale  decayed  colour ;  and  in  the 
bag  was  contained  about  twenty  gallons  of  a 
fubfaline  and  fomewhat  auftere  ferum.  In 
the  hypogaftric  region  the  memhrana  adi~ 
pofa  was  above  two  inches  thick,  and  feemed 
to  be  no  other  than  a  congeries  of  little 
bladders  contained  in  their  proper  capfuls, 
and  filled  with  a  coagulated  lymph.  The 
thighs,  legs,  and  feet,  were  extremely 
fwelled,  and  the  neck,  face,  arms,  and 
hands,  as  much  emaciated.  The  liquid 
contained  in  this  bag  did  fomewhat  refera¬ 
ble  water  wherein  flefh,  newly  killed,  hath 
been  wafhed,  only  it  was  of  a  little  deeper 
red,  and  of  a  more  crafs  hypoftafis.  (p) 

Hift.  31.  A  married  woman,  about  forty 
years  of  age,  who  lived  three  miles  from 
Shrewfbury,  had  the  common  reafons  to  be- 
lieve  herfelf  with  child.  At  the  end  of  nine 
months  fhe  had  the  nfual  figns  of  labour  ; 
but  the  pains  foon  left  her,  and  at  the  end 
of  the  next  nine  months  fhe  was  fiezed  af¬ 
ter  the  fame  manner.  From  this  time  her 
belly  increafed  daily,  till  at  length  it  was 
forced  to  be  fupported  by  a  ftool,  the 
weight  of  it  being  more  than  fhe  could 

bear. 

(p)  Pbilof.  Tranf.  abr,  vol.  1.  p.  140.  T.  Bonnet. 
Sepul.  Anat.  p.  492,  &c.  Fabr.  Hiidan.  obf.  58.  Cent.  4. 
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bear.  Thus  fhe  lived  near  thirty  years,  with¬ 
out  any  other  confiderable  complaint.  In 
the  duplicature  of  the  Peritonaeum  was  found 
thirteen  gallons  and  a  quart  of  water,  which 
was  faltifh,  had  fome  little  fat  upon  it,  and 
towards  the  latter  running,  was  tinged  with 
blood.  There  was  alfo  a  kind  of  a  bladder 
lay  acrofs  the  fundus  uteri,  which  was  di¬ 
vided  into  two  parts  by  a  cartilaginous  fub- 
fiance.  In  the  one  of  thefe  was  a  pint  and 
a  half  of  water,  and  in  the  other  about 
three  quarters  of  a  pint.  The  liver,  and 
all  the  other  vifcera,  were  found,  but  forced 
into  an  incredible  fmall  compafs,  and  the 
mufcles  of  the  abdomen  were  fo  dilated  as 
to  be  fcarce  difcernible.  (y) 

Hitt.  32.  A  woman  had  her  belly  fwell 
from  her  infancy,  but  at  the  time  of  pu¬ 
berty,  her  menfes  not  coming  regularly, 
it  grew  to  a  prodigious  fize ;  yet  fhe  could 
walk,  ride,  or  go  up  a  bill,  without  much 
difficulty.  About  feven  years  after  this  fhe 
died,  when  there  was  found  near  fourteen 
gallons  of  water  inclofed  between  the  two 
coats  of  the  Peritonaeum,  each  of  which 
was  grown  as  thick  as  a  man’s  little  finger. 

D  4  All 

(q)  Philof.  Tranf.  abr.  vol.  4.  part  2.  p.  123,.  124* 
Eonnet.  Med.  Sept.  Collate  p.  701. 
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All  the  vilcera  were  found,  only  the  left 
kidney  was  fomewhat  larger  than  it  fhould 
be  •  and  the  tubce  fallopianse  were  fwelled, 
and  fd  entirely  clofed  up,  that  they  could 
not  be  blown  through,  (r) 

Hi  ft.  33.  A  woman  having  her  menfes 
irregularly,  when  about  forty  years  of  age 
became  hy  (lexical,  and  frequently  complained 
of  pain  and  ftraightnefs  in  the  hypogaftrie 
region,  with  a  protuberance  of  the  naveh 
About  four  years  after,  fhe  complained  of  a 
frefh  fwelling  about  the  uterus,  when  the 
navel  became  as  big  as  a  man’s  fift,  and  the 
abdomen  increafed  prodigioufly.  She  now 
had  continual  violent  pain  in  her  loins,  and 
voided  feveral  ftones  of  different  magni¬ 
tudes.  She  was  very  thirfty,  drank  much, 
and  made  but  little  urine,  which  was  al¬ 
ways  of  a  pale  colour,  and  attended  with 
pain.  At  forty-eight,  when  her  menfes 
left  her,  fhe  voided  a  great  deal  of  coagu¬ 
lated  blood  by  the  womb  j  whereupon  her 

appetite 


(r)  N.  T alp.  oK.  44*  lib*  4*  Dr*  heigh,  in  the  cafe 
of  Mrs.  Heywood,  (Natural  Hi  ft.  of  Chefhire, 
p.  72.  b.  2.)  found  feventy  pints  of  water  jn  her  belly, 
the  omentum  confumed,  and  the  peritonaeum  full  live 
inches  thick,  in  whofe  duplicature  was  a  large  facculus 
full  of  fchirrous  glands^  veftculae,  See. 
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appetite  declined,  her  breath  grew  fhort, 
and  not  long  after  die  died.  The  upper 
parts  of  her  body  were  very  much  emaciated, 
and  the  lower  not  very  greatly  fwelled* 
About  twelve  gallons  of  water  were  dif- 
charged  by  a  wound  made  near  the  navel, 
of  the  colour  of  ale,  which  by  its  fparkling 
feemed  to  be  fahilh.  A  bag  was  formed  of 
the  duplicature  of  the  Peritonaeum,  which 
being  removed,  all  the  vifcera  appeared  to 
be  found,  except  the  right  kidney,  which 
was  flabby,  and  wafted  :  the  fpleen,  alfo, 
was  lefs  than  it  flhould  be,  and  ftuck  fo 
clofely  to  the  internal  membrane  of  the  Pe¬ 
ritonaeum,  that  it  could  not  be  feparated 
from  thence  without  much  difficulty.  More 
examples  of  this  kind  of  Dropfy  may  be  feen 
in  Nuck’s  Adenographia  curiofa. 

S  E  C  T.  X.  In  the  Omentum,  ,  c 

dels 

Ilift.  34.  A  poor  woman  had  her  beflr 
fwelled  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  fhe  was 
looked  upon  to  be  far  gone  in  a  dropfy. 
Upon  difledtion,  all  the  vifcera  appeared  to 
be  found  and  in  their  natural  ftate,  except 
the  Omentum,  which  was  large  and  altoge¬ 
ther  like  a  glandulous  fubftance.  In  the 

middle 
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middle  of  it  was  contained  fifty-fix  pints* 
or  feven  gallons,  of  fetid  nafty  matter.  (  /  ) 
Hilt.  3  y  Chrifiian  Seton,  lubjedfc  to  an 
Eryfipelas,  at  thirty-nine,  had  her  menfes 
flopped,  and  three  years  after,  viz.  in  July 
2727,  her  belly  began  to  fwel!,  as  her  legs, 
alfo  did  a  month  after.  By  O&ober  her 
belly  was  fo  big,  as  to  reach  down  beyond 
the  middle  of  her  thighs  when  fitting :  her 
legs  and  thighs  were  double  their  natural 
thicknefs,  and  the  upper  part  of  her  body 
was  greatly  emaciated  :  iiie  had  a  perpetual 
cough,  a.  mo i ft  tongue,  was  thirfty  and  cof- 
tive  |  made  little  urine,  breathed  very  fhort* 
and  had  water  in  her  belly,  which  fiufiuated. 
Three  gallons  of  water  were  let  out  by  tap¬ 
ping,  when  it  flopped.  Then  fine  was 
purged  every  fourth  day,  and  took  alterative 
medicines  ;  when  fhe  paffed  great  quantities 

~r  by  ftool  and  urine,  and  the  fwell- 
eft  I  J 

>  jated;  but  in  February  1728,  by  ta- 
king  cold  it  increafed  again.  On  the  fe- 
cond  of  July,  by  a  large  trochar,  was  taken 
Mucus  and  away  eight  quarts  of  mucus  and  pus,  which 
followed  alternately  >  and  on  the  fourteenth, 

four 

(f)  Fab.  Hiidan.  Obf.  62.  cent.  3.  See  Bonnet  s 
Sepulcr.  Anat.  p.  443.  and  Marcell,  Donat,  de  Med, 
Hift.  Mirab.  p.  673, 
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four  quarts  of  purulent  matter  :  fhe  died 
ten  days  after.  This  proceeded  from  the 
Omentum,  which  confided  of  two  thick 
coats  or  laminae,  and  contained  veficulai  full 
of  water,  mucus,  and  deatomatous  matter, 
Med,  Eff.  Eden,  vol,  4.  p.  428, 

Observation, 

In  this  account  we  have  not  the  weight  of 
the  tumified  Omentum  5  but  allowing  it  to 
weigh  eighteen  pound,  there  was,  in  twelve 
months  time,  generated  one  hundred  and 
forty  pound  of  water,  mucus,  pus,  and 
membranes,  in  the  cavity  of  this  woman’s 
abdomen;  befides  what  was  contained  in  the 
fwelling  of  her  legs  and  thighs,  and  alfo 
what  fhe  parted  with  during  the  time  of 
her  amendment,  when  fhe  had  large  evacu¬ 
ations,  both  by  dool  and  urine.  This  was 
three  of  the  twelve  months ;  fo  that  unlefs 
die  was  a  very  large  woman,  in  nine  months 
time  as  much  extraneous  matter  was  added 
to  her  belly  as  the  whole  weight  of  her 
body  before  fhe  fell  ill, 

SECT,  XI.  In  the  Mesentery. 

Hid.  36*  A  young  man  was  thought  to 
die  of  a  dropfy,  which  had  been  two  years 

in 
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in  coming.  The  liver,  fpleen,  and  fto~ 
mach  appeared  found ;  the  pancreas  fat,  and 
ponderous ;  hut  the  kidneys  on  each  fide 
were  wanting.  Their  ufe  was  fupplied  by 
the  Mefentery,  whole  glands  were  filled 
with  ferum.  The  fubftance  or  body  of  it 
fpread  over  the  greateft  part  of  the  abdomen, 
and  weighed  eighteen  pounds,  ftj 

Hift,  37.  In  a  young  woman  that  died  of 
a  dropfy,  the  Mefentery  weighed  twenty 
pounds  i  and  in  it  were  a  great  number  of 
veficulae  full  of  clear  water,  and  covered 
with  a  common  membrane.  This  fwelling 
was  three  years  in  coming,  (u) . 

Hill.  38.  A  young  woman  had  a  tumor 
on  each  fide  of  the  abdomen ;  fo  that  many 
thought  fhe  was  with  child.  There  was 
found  a  two- fold  fwelling  in  the  Mefentery, 
one  part  whereof  was  hard,  and  in  the  other 
was  a  collection  of  water  and  matter  toec^ 

o 

then  fv) 

SECT. 

/ 

( t )  N.  Tulp.  Obf.  32.  Lib.  2. 

(u)  Ibid.  Obf.  34.  See  Amb.  Parey’s  Works,  b.  23. 
ch.  36.  here  it  weighed  ten  pound  and  a  half,  and  was 
of  a  fchrophulous  nature,  feme  of  the  veficulae  being 
filled  with  matter  like  oil,  honey,  fat,  or  fuet ;  others 
with  clear  water,  & c. 

(v)  Ibid.  Obf.  33.  T.  Bonnet.  Sepulcr.  Anat. 
P*  4T3* 
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SECT.  XII.  In  the  Liver. 


Hift.  39.  In  a  woman  that  died  of  a 
Dropfy,  the  gibbous  part  of  the  Liver  was  en¬ 
tirely  wafted,  and  the  coat  of  it  about  a  quar¬ 
ter  of  an  inch  thick,  which  contained  about 
five  gallons  of  a  grofs  yellowifh  fluid,  in 
which  were  many  hydatides  about  the  fize  ot 
goofe-berries,  and  fome  pieces  of  matter  of  as 
bright  a  red  as  vermillion.  This  began  with  a 
pain  in  that  part  when  jfhe  was  about  four¬ 
teen.  At  firft  it  only  came  upon  her 
monthly  ;  but  at  laft  it  was  continual.  Her 
belly  conftantly  increafed  till  fhe  died, 
which  was  in  the  twenty-eighth  year  of  her 
age,  having  never  had  her  menfes  in  her 
whole  life.  The  reft  of  the  vifcera  were  all 
found ;  there  was  not  the  leaft  fwelling  in 
any  of  her  limbs ;  nor  the  leaft  yellownefs 
in  her  fkin.  (w) 

SECT.  XIII.  In  the  Spleen. 

Hift.  40.  In  a  boy  that  died  dropfical,  at 
nine  years  of  age,  the  fpleen  weighed,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  hydatids  contained  in  one 
and  the  fame  membrane,  above  three  pounds; 

and 


_4V 


a  ' 


( zv )  Chefelden’s  Anat.  p.  202.  See  Leigh’s  Natu¬ 
ral  Hift.  of  Chcfhire,  &c.  b.  2.  p.  71. 
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and  in  a  man  the  fame  author  found  a 
Spleen  that  weighed  five  pounds  and  two 
ounces,  (x) 


Water 

within. 


SEC  T.  XIV.  In  the  Ab  domen. 

Hift.  41.  One  Dorothy  Poiane,  upon  a 
motion  to  ftool,  in  September^  difcharged, 
per  anum,  fo  great  a  quantity  of  clear 
lymph  as  filled  a  large  veffel,  upon  which 
fhe  fainted  away ;  but  upon  taking  fome 
bread,  and  a  glais  of  fack,  recovered,  with-* 
out  any  iil  confequence.  She  had  had,  all  the 
fummer,  a  continual  and  almoft  intolerable 
third:,  which  fhe  endeavoured  to  allay  by 
drinking  cold  water,  (y) 

Hift.  42.  Mrs  Dyer,  aged  thirty  years, 
of  a  good  confutation,  was  feized  with  a 
pain  in  her  belly,  like  the  cholic,  which,  in 
time,  proved  an  Afcites.  This  began  in 
January,  and  fhe  died  in  November  follow¬ 
ing.  Between  the  ninth  of  March  and  the 
thirtieth  of  O&ober,  (Ire  was  tapped  nine¬ 
teen  times,  and  two  hundred  and  fourteen 
pints  and  a  half  of  water  were  taken  from 
her  by  thofe  feveral  operations.  In  her  belly 

were 


(x)  Ibid.  p.  159.  See  Philof.  Tranf.  abrid.  vol.  3. 
p.  85,  Bonnet.  Med.  Sept.  Collat.  p.  705. 

(y)  Marcel.  Donat,  c.  20.  1.  4.  p.  417. 
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were  found  fourteen  pints  of  greenifh  ferum, 
mixed  with  a  purulent  matter,  not  a  little 
fetid.  The  inteftines  were  livid,  efpecially 
the  colon,  and  adhered  in  many  places  to 
the  peritoneum.  The  Omentum  was  black, 
and  almoft  confumed  ;  and  the  gall-bladder 
was  fo  diftended  as  to  tear  the  liver  by  its 
weight,  which  was  ten  pounds  and  twelve 
ounces,  there  being  no  paffage  to  let  out  the 
matter  it  contained.  Seven  pints  of  a  black 
liquor,  like  coffee,  were  let  out  of  it  by  in- 
cihon ;  which,  having  flood  all  night  in  a 
bafon,  let  fall  about  a  quart  of  thick  yellow 
feces.  During  this  illnefs  (he  had  but  little 
third:,  and  voided  almoft  as  much  urine  as 
fhe  drank.  ( z ) 

Observation. 

From  the  foregoing  numbers  it  is  plain 
that  two  hundred  and  thirty-fix  pints,  or 
near  thirty  gallons  of  water  were  difcharged 
into  the  abdomen,  in  the  fpace  of  ten 
months ;  that  is  near  a  pint  every  twenty- 
four  hours. 

Hift.  43.  A  fea  captain  was  tapped 
twenty-nine  times,  in  the  compafs  of  three 

hundred 

(zj  Phil.  Tranf.  abrid.  P.  4.  vol.  2.  p.  85.  See  Dr. 
feigh’s  Nat.  Hift.  of  Chefhire,  b.  2.  p,  71. 
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hundred  fifty-eight  days,  by  which  operas 
tions  more  than  feventy  gallons  of  water 
were  taken  from  him  ;  fo  that  he  filled  at 
the  rate  of  a  pint  and  a  half  every  twenty- 
four  hours.  About  three  weeks  before  he 
died,  he  began  to  be  troubled  with  violent 
rheumatic  pains,  and  bled  frequently  at  the 
nofe.  The  liver  in  this  gentleman  was  per¬ 
fectly  found.  ( a ) 

Hift.  44.  T.  Bonnet  gives  us  a  hilWy  of 
a  religious  perfon,  who  died  of  this  di (tem¬ 
per,  but  lived  till  the  glands  of  the  mefen- 
tery  and  kidneys  were  all  putrified  ,*  the 
liver  full  of  apoftumations,  and  the  fpleen 
covered  with  a  tartarous  matter  like  chalk  or 
mortar,  f)  Pancirolus  frequently  found 
both  the  liver  and  fpleen  covered  with  a 
white  matter,  like  the  white  of  eggs  when 
hard  boiled,  which  Fuller  f  fays  was  the 
lymph  gelatinifed,  and  appeared  ftrange  to 
this  author,  becaufe  the  lymphatics  were 
not  difcovered  till  a  year  after  his  book  was 
printed. 

Hift. 

(a)  Chefelden’s  Anat.  p,  200, 

(b)  Med.  Sept,  coilat.  p.,703.  See  alfo  Fabr,  Hil-* 
dan.  Obf.  44,  Cent.  2. 

(c)  Fuller’s  Pharmac,  extempl.  under  hydropic  wine. 
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Hift.  45.  A  labouring  man  about  twenty- 
four  years  of  age,  being  thirfty,  drank,  a  large 
draught  of  cold  water  in  the  time  of  bar- 
veil: ;  whereupon  he  w7as  feized  with  a  con¬ 
tinual  fever,  which  fir  ft  turned  to  a  tertian, 
and  then  to  a  quartan  ague  :  at  the  end  of 
eight  months,  he  died  writh  a  great  belly* 
when  there  was  found  in  the  Abdomen 
above  eleven  pints  of  white,  well  digefted, 
fweet  matter.  The  vifcera  were  all  found* 
except  the  fpleen  and  liver,  which  were 
fchirrhous  ;  nor  could  any  wound  or  ulcer 
be  found  from  whence  this  matter  mi^ht 
proceed,  ( d ) 

Hift.  46.  A  young  woman,  about  thirty, 
fell  into  an  intermitting  fever,  and  a  total 
fuppreffion  of  her  menfes :  whence  a  pain 
and  tumor  in  the  right  fide  of  her  belly, 
which  daily  increafed  till  it  became  bigger 
and  harder  than  that  of  a  woman  in  her  laft 
month.  After  a  year  ihe  was  looked  upon 
to  be  dropfical,  her  honefty  having,  till 
then,  been  fufpedled.  At  the  end  of  fifteen 
months  file  was  tapped,  when  there  came 

E  from 

(d)  Fabr,  Hildan.  Obf.  57.  Cent.  2.  See  T.  Bon¬ 
net’s  Sepulc.  Anat.  p.  551.  Schenk.  Obf.  5.  Lib.  3. 
p.  496.  mentions  fuch  another  from  Platerus,  where 
the  matter  fell  from  the  lungs. 


Digefled 

matter. 


> 
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from  her,  to  the  great  furprize  of  thole 
concerned,  a  pint  and  a  half  of  well  di~ 
gelled,  fweet  matter.  The  next  day  the 
furgeon  took  away  as  much  more,  when  per¬ 
ceiving  fome  hairs,  four  or  five  inches  long, 
ifllie  forth  with  the  matter,  he  endeavoured 
to  pull  them  away,  but  could  not,  the  wo¬ 
man  complaining  that  he  would  draw  out  a 
piece  of  her  belly.  She  died  four  days  af¬ 
ter  this,  when  ten  quarts  of  the  fame  mat¬ 
ter  flowed  through  the  tap-hole.  Upon 
difiedtion,  there  was  found  a  lump^  of  hair  as 
big  as  a  half-penny  loaf,  wrapped  up  in  a  fat 
kind  of  matter  which  grew  from  the  right 
fide  of  the  womb  about  eight  inches  long  j 
where  was  alfo  a  protuberance  as  big  as  a 
wallnut,  and  in  it*  a  perfedt  dog-tooth, 
focketed  in  a  bone  of  a  triangular  figure, 
and  teeth.  jn  which,  alfo*  another  tooth  was  grow-* 

i° g-  (?) 

Hift.  47.  A  ftrong,  hearty  man,  about 
forty,  was  feized  with  a  violent  fever, 

(hortnefs  of  breath,  and  convulfions,  which 

» 

foon  killed  him,  the  Abdomen  being  greatly 
diftended.  Upon  difiedtion,  there'  was.  no 
fat  under  the  fkin,  the  membraUa  adipofa 
being  like  parchment,  and  the  fibres  of  the 

mufcleS 


With  a 

lump  of 
hair. 


Fat. 


{e)  Philaf,  Tranf*  abrid.  voi,  4.  P.  2,  p.  xxo, 
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tfrufcles  were  fo  dry,  hard,  and  tenfe*  that 
the  beft  knives  would  fcarce  touch  them. 

The  inteftines  were  very  lax  and  flaccid,  and 
fwam,  as  it  were  in  melted  fat,  much  like' 
thick  oil  of  olives.  The  liver  was  laree, 

o  y 

the  gall-bladder  larger  in  proportion,  and 
full  of  bile;  the  lungs  adhered  to  the  ribs* 
and  were  very  flabby  and  black.  There 
were  alio  two  polypufles,  one  in  the  aorta* 
and  the  other  in  the  vena  cava,  (f) 

Observation* 

This  is  a  very  furprizing  hiftofy*  and  I 
believe  not  to  be  accounted  for  by  any  fyf- 
tem  of  philofopby,  which  has  hitherto  been 
invented.  Baglivi  would  have  us  believe, 
that  the  fat  was  melted  by  the  convulfive 
motion  of  the  mufcles ;  but— -credat  Ju¬ 
daeus  Apella,  non  ego. 

Hift.  48.  A  child,  about  two  years  old.  Chyle, 
had  an  inflammation  on  his  lungs;  for 
which  being  ill  treated  by  an  apothecary,  he 
fell  into  an  he&ic  fever ;  his  belly  fwelled, 
and  the  extreme  parts  were  emaciated  even 
to  the  degree  of  a  marafmus.  He  had  all 
along,  a  brifk,  healthful  look,  and  a  lovely 
countenance,  without  the  Icaft  tin&ure  of 

E  2  yel- 

(/)  Baglivi  de  Fibra  Matrice.  p.  6. 
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yeliownefs,  and  a  good,  or  rather  greedy  ap¬ 
petite,  to  the  day  of  his  death.  While  alive, 
feveral  pints  of  chyle,  fuch  as  is  contained  in 
the  chyle  dudl  itfelf,  were  taken  away  by  tap¬ 
ping;  and  when  dead,  the  lungs  appeared  to 
be  found ,  but  there  were  a  great  many  glands, 
pretty  large  and  hard,  behind  the  wind-pipe, 

„  which  made  a  preffure  upon  the  dud:  almoft 
in  that  part  where  it  arrives  at  the  fubclavian 
vein,  and  had  ftraitened  it  as  if  it  had  been 
tied  with  a  firing.  By  this  means,  the  chyle 
could  not  mix  with  the  blood,  but  iffued 
in  a  continual  ftreara  into  the  Abdomen,  (g) 
II i ft.  49.  Mr.  Saviard,  obf.  3,  mentions 
a  girl  of  eighteen,  who,  in  two  hundred 
and  forty-fix  days,  viz.  from  July  2,  1699, 
to  the  fourth  of  March  following,  had 
Chyle.  three  hundred  and  fix  quarts  of  chyle,  or 
water  like  milk,  with  cream  fwimming  on 
the  top  of  it  after  (landing,  taken  from 
her  by  being  tapped  twenty-two  tinges. 
Till  the  nineteenth  operation  (he  neither 
loll  her  fle(h,  nor  (Irength  :  (he  eat  and  drank, 
had  (tools,  and  made  water  well ;  but  then, 
by  tak’ng  a  dofe  of  jalap  and  gamboge, 
which  worked  brifkly,  her  fever  increafed ; 
(he  became  much  worfe ;  and  by  taking 

half 


(g)  Dr.  Moreton’s  Phthifiplog.  p.  49. 
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half  a  drachm  of  mecoahcan  after  the 
tvventy-firft  operation,  which  had  the  fame 
effect,  fhe  died  in  a  few  days.  Upon  open¬ 
ing  the  body,  the  omentum  was  entirely 
confumed  ;  the  ftomach  and  intedines  were 
vaftly  didended  with  wind  ;  the  peritoneum, 
liver,  and  mefentery,  were  each  of  them  full 
of  preternatural  glands,  and  the  latter  was 
grown  to  a  very  great  fize  ;  at  the  beginning 
of  the  jejunum  was  a  membranous  bag  full 
of  the  fame  milky  liquor;  and  from  hence 
a  fiftulous  hole  and  paffage,  of  the  bignefs 
of  a  goofe  quill,  led  into  the  middle  of  the 
mefentery :  all  along  the  dudtus  thoracicus 
were  feveral  glands  full  of  the  fame  liquor, 
one  above  another,  joined  together  like  beads 
in  a  necklace. 

Observation. 

Some  part  of  the  time,  this  young  wo¬ 
man  filled  at  the  rate  of  two  quarts  a  day ;  for 
flie  was  tapped  on  the  fifteenth  of  October, 
and  on  the  twenty-third  fixteen  quarts 
were  taken  from  her  again  :  but  more  than 
a  quart  of  this  milky  liquor,  every  day, 
palled  into  the  abdomen  during  the  whole 
two  hundred  and  forty-fix  days. 


Here 


54 


Of  the  Several  Kinds 


Here  it  is  plain,  obftrudions  of  the  me- 
fentery  laid  the  foundation  of  this  Dropfy  $ 
and  that  in  time,  all  theie  preternatural 
glands  being  formed,  the  dream  of  the 
lymph  and  chyle  being  turned,  they  palled 
through  this  fid  ulcus  pipe  into  the  cavity  of 

✓ 

the  Abdomen. 

Hid.  50.  A  nun,  at  fifty-five  years  of  age, 
never  had  her  menfes,  by  reafon  of  an  im¬ 
perforated  hymen.  For  many  years  before 
her  death,  £he  complained  of  a  pain  in  her 
groin ;  and  at  length  her  belly  dwelled,  and 
killed  her.  She  had  a  lively,  florid  com¬ 
plexion  to  the  very  lad,  and  for  the  mod: 
part  complained  only  of  a  pain  above  her 
her  left  ankle  ^  but  nothing  was  there  to  be 
feen  amifs.  When  the  was  opened,  the  Ab- 
Urine.  domen  was  full  of  urine ;  the  uterus  was 
ulcerated,  and  almod  confumed  ;  the  bladder 
was  much  in  the  fame  condition,  with  feme 
holes  in  it  ^  but  all  the  other  vifeera  were 
found,  f) 

Hid.  51.  In  1567,  a  woman  died  of  a 
dropfy  at  Paris.  After  death,  there  was  not 
found  any  vacuity  in  the  Abdomen  where 
H) datides  there  was  not  a  veficula,  or  little  bladder. 
The  kidneys,  bladder  of  urine,  the  womb, 

ftomachj 

(h)  J.  Schenk,  Qbf.  Med,  lib.  3.  p.  493. 
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ftomach,  inteftines,  heart,  pericardium,  liver, 
and  fpleen,  were  all  full  of  them.  They 
contained  a  citron-coloured  water,  which 
kept  fwreet  more  than  twenty  days,  and 
were  above  eight  hundred  in  number.  (/) 
Hift.  52.  A  countryman,  being  ill  of  a 
Dropfy,  had  an  abfcefs  formed  on  the  right 
fide  of  his  belly,  which  was  opened  by  in- 
cifion,  and  almoft  an  infinite  number  of 
little  bladders  full  of  water  were  taken  out 
of  the  wound ;  more  than  two  hundred  a 
day,  for  many  days  together,  by  which 
means  he  perfe&ly  recovered,  (k). 
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Observation* 

This  furprizing  hiftory  is  quoted  by 
Nuck  in  bis  Adenographia  Curiofa,  p.  125, 
but  not  with  fo  much  exadftnefs  as  we  might 
expedt  from  fo  curious  an  author.  Dr.  Al¬ 
len  fl)  mentions  a  young  failor,  from  whom 
more  than  eighty  fuch  veficulas  were  taken, 
fome  of  them  being  larger  than  an  hen's 
egg ;  and  in  the  Fhilofophical  Tranfac- 

E  4  lions, 

(i)  D.  Sennert.  Prax.  Med.  Schenk.  Obf.  Med.  3.  3. 
p.  413,  414.  and  Marcel.  Donat,  p.  688* 

(k)  River.  Op.  Med.p.  582.  Obf.  15.  See  iuch  an** 
other  Hiftory  in  Schenkius,  p.  392.  Obf.  4, 

(l)  Synopf.  Medicin.  vol.  1.  p.  341. 
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tions,  fm)  we  meet  with  a  perfon,  who  parted 
with  feven  or  eight  thoufand  of  them  after  the 
fame  manner.  Schenkius  ( n )  obferves,  very 
juftly,  that  mod:  men  recover  from  whom 
fuch  hydatides  have  been  taken  by  incifion. 

Hid.  53.  A  maiden  lady,  fifty-two  years 
of  age,  complained  of  a  hard  fwelling  in  the 
regio  hypogadrica  on  the  right  fide.  The 
belly  fwelled  mightily,  the  body  emaciated 
very  much,  and,  a  few  days  before  fhe  died, 
her  legs  began  to  fwell.  In  the  Abdomen 
were  eighteen  gallons  of  a  vifeous,  darkifh, 

humour.  The  pericardium  was  thick,  and 

/ 

filled  with  veficulrc  of  different  magnitudes 
on  both  its  fides,  and  the  matter  contained  in 
them  was  of  different  colours  and  confid- 
encies,  being  like  jelly,  white  of  eggs,  gall, 
honey,  and  that  of  true  meliceris.  The 
right  kidney  had  a  particular  fort  of  Dropfy  ; 
two  polypuifes  were  in  the  heart ;  two  pretty 
large  dones  in  the  gall-bladder  y  and  all  the 
reft  of  the  vifeera  were  in  their  natural 
ftate.  fo) 

Hift.  54.  A  woman  complained,  about 
four  years  together,  of  an  unequal  fwelling 

of 


(m)  Phllof.  Trar.i’.  No,  370. 

(it)  Obf.  4.  p.  39;. 

( 0 )  Pbilof.  Tranf.  abrid.  yol.  4.  p.  86. 
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of  her  belly,  for  which  (lie  took  all  fort  of 

medicines,  cathartic,  diuretic,  &c.  at  laft 

* 

fte  thought  herfelf  with  child,  and,  in 
time,  brought  forth  a  hearty,  found  infant  5 
yet  her  belly  was  fo  far  from  abating  upon 
this,  that  it  daily  increafed,  with  great  and 
continual  pain.  Thus  fhe  continued  four 
years  more,  when  her  belly  meafuring  three 
ells  about,  fhe  departed.  There  was  in  the 
Abdomen  two  hundred  and  fixty-four 
pound  or  thirty-four  gallons  of  water,  in¬ 
cluded  in  a  bag,  which  adhered  flightly  to  inaba^ 
the  peritonaeum,  fternum,  os  pubis,  and  the 
vertebrae  of  the  loins  and  kidneys ;  fo  that 
it  was  no  eafy  thing  to  know  from  whence 
it  had  its  origin.  In  the  right  hypochon- 
drium  was  a  tumor,  as  big  as  two  lifts, 
compofed  of  many  glands  and  hydatides. 

The  reft  of  the  vifcera  were  all  found,  (p) 

SECT.  XV.  In  the  Womb. 

Riverius  tells  us,  that  he  knew  a  noble 
lady  who  voided  fix  or  feven  pound  of  thick 

phlegm 

(p)  A.  Nuck.  Adenograph.  curiof.  p.  127.  See  alfo 
Fabr.  Hildan.  Obf.  58.  cent.  4.  Ruyfch  Obf.  27.  T. 
Bonnet’s  Med.  Sept.  Collat.  p.  712,  &c.  Sepulcr, 
Anatom,  p.  529,  533,  542. 
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phlegm  in  one  day’s  time  by  the  womb  fq)m, 
and  lays  Vefalius  (lib.  5.  de  Corporis  hu¬ 
man!  Fabrica,  cap.  9.)  differed  a  woman, 
jn  theca-  in  the  cavity  of  whofe  womb  was  one  hu-n- 
W-  dred  and  eighty  pound,  or  more  than  twen¬ 
ty-two  gallons  of  water,  the  mouth  of  it 
being  clofed  and  callous,  (r) 

Hift.  55.  Mauritius  Cordaeus  (Comment, 
in  Libr,  1.  Hippocr.  de  Morbis  Mulier.) 
gives  a  hiftory  of  a  woman  who  had  a 
Dropfy  of  the  womb,  wherein  were  con- 
Hydrides  tained  a  great  number  of  veficulas,  full  of  a 
citron-coloured  water, 

Hift,  56,  A  woman  had  a  Dropfy  of  the 
womb.  As  often  as  the  time  of  her  menfes 
came  about,  fo  often  fix  or  eight  bafons  full 
of  citron-coloured  water,  exceeding  hot, 
came  from  her,  through  the  neck  of  the 
womb.  Upon  this  her  belly  fell  (in  two 
days,  according  to  Foreftus,  (f)  and  then 
the  menfes  followed,  as  when  the  was  well. 
The  water  was  all  the  next  month  in  ga¬ 
thering, 

(q)  Oper.  Med.  p*  390.  See  Schenk.  Qbf.  3.  1,  4. 
P*  597- 

(r)  River,  ibid,  Hoffman’s  Syftem,  vol.  3,  p.  160. 
quotes  this  hiftory,  and  calls  it  ftxty  Menfuras  Au* 
guftanas. 

(  f )  P.  Foreft.  Obf.  p.  240,  654.. 
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thering,  and  then  flowed  at  the  ufuaLtime 
of  her  menfes,  as  before.  She  was  cured 
of  this  diforder,  and  afterwards  bore  a  live 
child,  (t) 

Hift  57.  A  noble  lady,  who  bore  chil¬ 
dren,  though  dropfical,  had  a  large  quan¬ 
tity  of  ferous  humour  conftantly  came  away 
from  her  after  delivery,  whereupon  her  belly 
always  fell  ;  but  when  (lie  left  off  breeding 
it  grew  to  a  prodigious  fize  fuj,  and  was, 
I  fuppofe,  the  occafion  of  her  death. 

Hift.  58.  I  know  a  gentlewoman  whofe 
belly,  when  about  forty,  was  grown  as  big 
as  if  fire  had  been  with  child,  and  ready 
to  be  delivered.  '  After  fome  time,  Are 
found  that  lire  was  indeed  with  child,  and, 
upon  quickening,  fhe  had  her  menfes, 
which  flie  never  ufed  to  have,  durine  her 
pregnancy.  When  thefe  had  done  flowing* 
a  water  began  to  come  from  her,  and  was 
daily  difcharged  til!  the  time  of  her  delivery. 
The  whole  amounted  to  feveral  gallons ; 
•and  by  this  means  llie  was,  for  fome  time, 
freed  from  her  Drop fy ;  though  it  returned 
again,  upon  her  being  with  child,  twice 

more 

(t)  J.  Fernel.  de  Morb.  Part.  p.  438.  See  Schenk. 
Obi.  Med.  1.  4.  p.  596. 

(u)  Dr.  Strother’s  Pharmac.  Pract.  p.  8. 
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more  in  the  fame  manner.  Each  time  ill e 
carried  her  big  belly  to  the  full  end  of  her 
reckoning  ;  but  none  of  the  children  lived, 
nor  had  (lie  any  water  come  from  her  at  the 
time  of  her  delivery,  as  is  common  in 
healthy  women.  She  is  yet  "(<y)  alive,  but 
has  not  bred  thefe  four  or  five  years,  and 
her  belly  has  not  increafed  linee  her  laft  ly¬ 
ing  in. 

Ilift.  59,  A  woman,  at  the  time  of  her 
menfes,  for  twelve  years  together,  was 
feized  with  convulfioms  and  hyfterifs.  About 
three  years  before  fine  died,  there  was  a 
phlegmon  formed  in  the  Womb,  which 
tame  to  fuppuration,  and  brought  her  into 
an  hedfic  fever,  When  dead,  the  Womb 
was  full  of  water,  together  with  hydatides, 
filled  with  a  purulent  matter :  a  great 
quantity  of  water  was  likewife  in  the  ab^ 
domen.  [w) 

Hill.  6o.  A  woman  about  forty-four 
years  of  age,  fome  time  after  fine  was  maiv 
ried  thought  herfelf  with  child.  Her 
menfes  flopped,  and  fhe  could,  at  pleafure;, 
fqueeze  a  whitifh,  pale  liquor  out  of  her 

breads, 

(v)  So  Laid  in  1740. 

(w)  C.  Pifo  de  Col.  Serof.  Obf.  1 2 5.  See  albs 
Schenk.  Obf.  Med,  1.  4,  p.  596. 
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breafts,  which  (he  took  for  milk;  Her 
belly  grew  very  big,  and  at  the  end  of  nine 
months  fhe  was  feized  with  labour- pains,  as 
£he  imagined.  Thefe  fymptoms,  however, 
foon  went  off  again,  and  her  belly  daily 
increafed.  For  three  years  £he  continually 
took  medicines,  without  any  manner  of  re¬ 
lief,  and  then  died,  being  very  much  ema¬ 
ciated.  There  was  found  above  two  gallons 
of  clear  water,  included  in  a  tranlparent 
membrane  on  the  external  tunic  or  coat  of 
the  womb,  fxj 

Hift.  61.  A  woman  complained  of  great 
pain  in  her  belly  and  loins,  which  increafed 
fo  much  upon  lying  down,  that  fhe  was 
forced  to  fit  almoft  upright  in  bed.  Her 
belly  had  daily  increafed  for  twenty-five 
years,  and  at  the  time  of  her  death  was 
monifroufly  large.  All  the  vifcera  were 
found.  In  the  abdomen  were  four  pints  of 
a  very  putrid  liquor,  and  a  large  tumor, 
which  fpreaditfelf  all  over  the  belly.  This 
was  the  Womb,  which  was  thought  to 
weigh  near  forty  pound.  The  fore-part  of 
it  was  not  above  an  inch  thick  ;  hut  on  the 
fides  and  back  it  was  near  twelve  inches. 

The 


In  the 
coats. 


In  the 
fubftance 
or  body 
of  it. 


(x)  Philof.  Tranf.  abrid.  vol.  3.  p.  205.  See  Bon¬ 
net’s  Sepuit.  Anat.  p.  461,  &c. 
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The  fu-bftance  of  it  was  partly  fchirrhous* 
and  partly  glandulous ;  and  in  the  middle 
was  a  thick  putrid  matter,  of  a  black  colour 
and  very  fetid.  This  woman,  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  this  diforder,  thought  herfelf 
with  child,  and  in  the  third  month  had  a 
bladder  full  of  water  come  from  her.  Upon 
this,  (he  had  a  flooding  for  fix  or  feven 
months;  upon  the  flopping  of  which  fhe 
began  ta  fwell,  and  was  thought  to  die  of 
an  Afcites.  (y) 

Hift.  62.  A  gentlewoman,  with  child, 
was  feized  with  labour-pains  at  the  end  of 
five  months,  when  there  came  from  her  a- 
bove  ten  pound  of  water  included  in  a 
ftrong  membrane.  She  went  out  the  re¬ 
maining  part  of  her  time,  and  brought  forth 
a  ftrong  hearty  child  (z).  Nine  quarts  of 
water  came  thus  from  the  wife  of  Fabr. 
Hildanus  at  the  time  of  her  delivery,  with¬ 
out  one  drop  of  blood,  about  half  an  hour 
before  her  real  water  broke  fa).  She  re¬ 
covered, 

(y)  T.  Bonnet’s  Sepulcr.  Anat.  p.  460.  Fab.  Hiid*. 
Obf.  49.  c.  5.  gives  a  hi  it  pry  cf  one  that  weighed  eighty- 
feven  pound,  in  which  were  feveral  kinds  of  liquids,  and 
hair  aim  oft  like  wool. 

(z)  Fabr.  Hildan.  Obf.  53.  cent.  2. 

(a)  Ibid.  Obf.  56.  See  T.  Bonnet’s  Sepule.  Anat, 
p.  459. 
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covered,  without  the  ufe  of  medicines,  and 
this  proved  the  mod  hearty  of  any  of  her 
children. 

Hid.  63.  A  woman,  after  fuppreffion  of 
her  menfes,  had,  at  feveral  times,  a  fub- 
dance  came  from  her  by  pieces,  contain-  B>'  Pie€e3> 
ing  many  veficulae,  which  were  filled  with 
a  yellow  water  and  wind.  They  were  as 
many  as  would  have  filled  a  water  bucket : 
fhe  did  well,  and  afterwards  bore  chil¬ 
dren  (b). 

Hi  ft.  64.  A  woman,  twenty-feven  years 
of  age,  died  the  third  day  after  her  delivery. 

Her  belly  was  fwelled  to  a  prodigious  fize^ 
her  fuperior  parts  were  very  much  emaci¬ 
ated  ;  and  the  inferior,  feet,  legs,  and 
thighs,  were  as  much  fwelled.  Thele  ea-* 
fily  retained  any  impreffion  made  upon 
them  by  the  fingers,  and  upon  the  lead 
rubbing  difcharged  fo  much  water,  that  a 
great  deal  of  linen  wras  often  wet  in  dry¬ 
ing  it  up.  In  her  belly  w^as  alfnoft  feven- 
teen  gallons  of  vifcid,  flimy  water,  in  co¬ 
lour  and  confidence  very  much  refembling 
a  brown,  thick,  and  roapy  fyrup.  This  was 
included  in  a  thick,  drong  membrane,  as 
in  a  bag,  which  was  nothing  elfe  but  the 

membrane 

(h)  N.  Tulp.  Obf.  32.  lib.  2. 
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membrane  of  the  ovarium  covering  the  ova* 
It  had  its  origin  on  the  left  fide,  and  fpread 
itfelf  all  over  the  inteftines  to  the  right* 
The  reft  of  the  vifcera  were  found,  and  in 
their  natural  ftate  (c). 

Hift.  65.  A  woman  of  fifty,  who  had 
been  married,  but  never  had  a  child,  found 
her  belly  begin  to  fwell  about  four  years  be-* 
fore  her  death.  In  the  abdomen  was  a 
heap  of  bladders,  of  feveral  fizes,  in  which 
were  liquors  of  different  colours  and  con-* 
fiftencies.  In  fome  it  was  brown  and  thick, 
with  a  fediment  of  the  colour  of  amber ; 
here  it  was  like  mucilage  of  quince  feeds ; 
there  like  the  white  of  eggs  *  and  in  other 
places  like  ftarch  newly  boiled.  'The 
iargeft  of  thefe  bags  weighed  about  twenty 
pound,  and  the  leaft  was  as  big  as  a  walnut. 
They  all  proceeded  from  the  left  ovary,  the 
right  being  fmall,  white,  and,  in  a  manner, 
dried  up.  The  liquid  contained  in  thefe 
veficula;  weighed  one  hundred  and  twelve 
pound  and  they,  with  the  uterus,  weighed 
twenty-five  pound  more  (r/).. 

Hift.  66.  A  parallel  cafe  I  once  faw  in  a 
poor  woman,  who  being  thirfty  in  the  time 

of 

(c)  Philof.  Tranf.  abrid.  vol.  4.  part  2.  p.  113,  &c. 

(d)  Ibid.  voi.  3.  p.  306. 
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of  harveft,  drank  a  large  draught  of  cold 
fpring  water,  and  was  immediately  feized 
with  a  violent  pain  in  her  left  fide,  like  the 
cholic.  In  a  few  days  her  hellv  began  to 
fwell ;  and  when  fhe  died,  there  was  found 
a  vaft  number  of  veficulae,  which  came  from 
the  ovary  of  that  fide,  and  fpread  quite  a« 
crofs  the  Abdomen  to  the  other,  being  of  as 
different  fizes,  and  filled  with  as  different 
liquids,  as  thofe  in  the  foregoing  hiftory. 
She  had  been  tapped  feveral  times,  but  with 
very  fmall  relief,  the  water  difcharged  by 
this  operation  being  more,  or  lefs,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  fize  of  the  vehicle  which  was 
opened  ;  but  it  never,  I  think,  exceeded  a 
quart  at  one  time. 

Hi  ft.  67.  One  Mrs.  Brown,  about  twenty- 
nine  years  of  age,  having  had  one  child, 
thought  herfelf  again  pregnant  ^  but  finding 
herfelf  deceived,  after  twelve  months,  fhe 
entered  upon  a  ftridt  courfe  of  phyfic,  as  in 
a  Dropfv,  but  to  no  purpofe.  Her  belly 
fwelled  moflly  on  the  right  fide ;  fo  that 
the  navel  was  thru  ft  over  to  the  left.  At 
feveral  times  f he  had  a  great  quantity  of 
limpid  ferum,  like  the  white  of  eggs,  and 
as  infipid,  taken  from  her  by  the  paracen- 
tefis.  Several  buckets  full  of  the  fame  h- 

F  quid 
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quid  was  found  lying  in  the  abdomen, 
whereof  fome  was  contained  in  bladders  as 
big  as  the  ftomach,  and  others  in  lefs. 
Within  the  greater  veil  cuke  were  other  fmall 
ones,  and  all  came  from  the  right  ovary. 
The  omentum  was  entirely  con  fumed  ;  the 
gall-bladder  was  full  of  triangular  yellow 
ftones ;  and  the  other  vifcera  were  all 
found  fej . 

Hift.  68.  A  poor  woman,  after  lying  in, 
had  her  belly  fwelled  fo  as  to  meafure  five 
foot  round  at  the  navel.  It  contained  thirty- 
eight  meafures  of  water,  and  the  right  tef- 
ticle,  or  ovary,  was  as  big  as  a  goofe  egg, 
being  filled  with  hair,  and  a  white,  oily, 
purulent  matter  (f). 

Hift.  69.  A  woman,  after  a  long  fuppref- 
fion  of  her  menfes,  had  her  belly  begin  to 
fwell,  and  did  fo  for  nine  years  before  it 
killed  her.  The  omentum  was  putrid  ;  the 
fpleen  little  ;  the  liver  pale ;  and  the  colon 
thruft  out  of  its  place.  In  each  horn  of  the 
Womb  was  contained  about  nine  pound  of 
water  and  matter  included  in  a  great 
number  of  vehicular,  fome  of  which  pro¬ 
ceeded 

(e)  Philof.  Tranf.  abr.  vol.  3.  p.  207.  Sec  Bonnet’s 
Sepul.  An  at.  p.  491. 

(f)  Fab.  Hildanu  Obf.  48.  cent.  5. 


i. 


6; 


of  D  R  O  P  S  Y. 

ceeded  from  the  external  coat  of  the  womb 
itfelf  (g). 

SECT.  XVI.  In  the  Guts. 

Hift.  70.  A  lady,  about  fixty-four  years 
old,  had  a  hard  round  tumor  in  the  lower 
region  of  the  belly,  with  a  conflant  dis¬ 
charge  of  urine.  This  was  taken  for  a 
fchirrhus,  for  which  were  given  emetics, 
cathartics,  diuretics,  &c.  but  without  fuc- 
cefs.  One  day,  having  been  abroad  in  the 
air,  upon  her  return  home,  fine  voided  two 
bafons  full  of  grofs  excrements,  a  little 
black,  and  not  very  fetid  ,*  whereupon  the 
fwelling  difappeared,  the  urine  ceafed,  and, 
in  a  few  hourrs,  (he  was  perfectly  reco¬ 
vered.  A  year  after  this  fhe  had  an  apo¬ 
plexy,  which  was  carried  off  by  emetics 
and  cathartics.  Twelvemonths,  after  the  tu¬ 
mor  fhewed  itfelf  again,  exaftly  in  the  fame 
manner,  which  daily  increafed  for  two 
years,  and  then  fhe  died.  Here  the  c tecum  inttec 
was  fo  dilated,  that  its  membranes  were  cum* 
fmooth  on  the  outlide,  and  within  was 
three  quarts  of  greyifh  matter  without 

F  2  fmell, 

(g)  N.  Tulp.  Ob f.  45.  Lib-  4.  Sec  J.  Schenk. 

Qbf.  Med.  1.  3.  p.  414. 
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fmell,  and  not  very  thick.  All  the  other 
viicera  very  found  (A). 

Hift.  71.  A  noble  lady,  having  borne  two 
children,  had  good  reafon  to  think  herfelf 
with  child  again ;  but  at  the  end  of  feven 
'months,  her  belly  being  large,  and  no  mo¬ 
tion  of  the  child  felt,  it  was  then  concluded 
that  file  had  either  a  mole  or  a  Dropfy. 
After  flie  had  confulted  a  great  number  of 
phyficians,  and  taken  all  the  medicines 
which  they  could  diredt  for  her,  both  in¬ 
ternally  and  externally  $  at  length  fhe  was 
feized  with  a  violent  pain  like  that  of  la¬ 
bour,  and,  in  a  fhort  time,  expired.  The 
belly  being  vaftly  fwelled,  the  matter  con¬ 
tained  in  it  was  found  too  thick  to  be  dif- 
charged  by  pun  ft  are  1  but,  upon  making  an 
incifion,  there  was  found  at  lead;  five  pots 
■(Danifh  meafure)  of  a  thick,  fizy  matter, 
pale  coloured,  and  a  little  tinged  with  red, 
and  a  lump,  or  fubfiance,  like  a  pine  ap¬ 
ple,  or  duller  of  grapes,  filled  with  the 
fame  fort  of  matter,  that  adhered  to  the 
left  fide  of  the  Womb.  On  the  right  fide, 
alfo,  was  a  membranous  body  of  the  fame 
kind,  as  big  as  a  man’s-  head,  fixed  to  the 
bottom  of  the  Womb  and  os  heon.  Thefe 

bodies 


(h)  Philof.  Tranf,  abr,  vol.  3.  p.  112,  1 1 3. 
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bodies  and  matter  contained  about  twenty- 
eight  pots  of  the  fame  meafure.  Under  the 
uterus  lay  a  membrane,  which  covered  all 
the  reft  of  the  vifcera,  being  joined  upwards 
to  the  baftard  ribs  on  both  fides,  in  the 
middle  to  the  peritonaeum,  and  downwards 
to  the  os  pubis,  between  the  uterus  and 
redtum.  This  being  removed,  all  the  vift 
cera  were  found,  except  the  caecum  and 
redlum  ;  the  former  being  as  big  as  a  child’s 
arm  of  three  years  old  above  the  wrift, 
and  the  latter  had  a  tumor  on  it  as  big  as  an 

£gg  0% 

SECT.  XVII.  In  the  Kidneys. 

•'  Hift.  72.  A  young  woman  died  of  a 
Dropfy ;  no  fault  appeared  in  any  of  the 
vifcera,  except  in  the  left  Kdnev.  This 
was  putrid  and  filled  with  a  mo  ft  fetid  li-  Matter, 
quor  as  black  as  ink,  which  doubtlefs  wras 
the  origin  of  this  diforder  (i). 

Hift.  73.  One  Elizabeth  de  Bordes  had 
an  ahfcefs  in  her  left  Kidney,  for  many 
years,  which  did,  at  length,  equal  in  mag¬ 
nitude,  and  fill  up  the  whole  cavity  of  the 

F  7  •  >  <  abdomen. 

w  1 

(0  Act.  Medic.  Hafniens,  vol.  1.  p.  17,  &c.  See 
T.  Bonnet’s  Med.  Sept.  Collat.  p.  729,  730. 

(&)  Etmul.  Op.  Med,  p.  405. 

*  s  - 

( 
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abdomen.  The  ftoniach  and  inteflines  were 
forced  by  it  into  the  cavity  of  the  breaft,  fo 

that  they  could  contain  little  or  no  food. 

* 

There  were  feven  quarts  of  pus  contained  in 
it,  and  yet  the  capfula,  or  external  membrane, 
was  not  broken  (/). 

Hilt.  74.  A  gentleman,  after  a  violent  fit 
of  exercife,  at  ball-play,  made  bloody  urine, 
to  a  great  quantity.  After  eight  years,  he 
Was  feized  with  great  pain  in  his  Kidneys. 
Then  his  belly  began  to  fwell,  and  did  fo 
for  thirteen  years ;  during  which  time 
he  frequently  voided  five  or  fix  pints  of 
the  fame  kind  of  matter  that  was  aferwards 
found  in  his  body,  The  peritonaeum 
being  removed,  there  appeared  nothing 
but  a  large  tumor,  which  fpread  itfelf  all 
over  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  except  where 
the  colon  lay  upon  it,  like  a  girdle.  In  this 
tumor  was  matter  of  various  colours  and 
confifiencies ;  fome  was  yellow,  full  of  little 
glandular  bodies*  and  rough  flones,  whereof 
fome  were  as  thick  as  a  man’s  thumb ;  fome 
was  thick  and  vilcid,  like  the  faeces  of  oil  of  o- 
bvesj  others  like  honey  or  melted  glue$  and 
in  the  bottom  were  five  or  fix  pounds  of  co« 

JL 

agulated 

(I)  C.  Psio  de  Col.  Seros.  Part.  2.  p.  130,  193.  Sec 
sll'o  Phllof.  i  ranf.  abrid.  vel.  3.  p.  144. 
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agulated  blood,  and  ffones  flicking  to  the 
bottom  every  where.  This  matter  weighed 
fixty-eight  pounds,  and  the  membrane  nine; 
which  was  nothing  elfe  but  the  Kidney;  it 
being  four  feet,  eight  inches  round,  one 
way,  and  three  feet,  ten  inches  the  other ; 
the  right  Kidney,  and  all  the  other  vifcera, 
being  perfectly  found  {m). 

Hift.  75.  Vieuffens  gives  us  the  hiftory  of 
’One  Pet.  Labry,  who  died  in  the  hofpital 
of  Montpellier,  at  twenty-five  years  of  age, 
of  a  violent  pain  in  his  back.  The  mouth 
of  the  ureter  was  flopped  up  with  a  rough 
ftone ;  and  the  pelvis  of  the  Kidney  was  fo 
diftended  as  to  contain  more  than  three  Urine, 
pints  of  urine,  the  Kidney  being  whole; 
but  the  glands  and  papillce  fo  fqueezed  to¬ 
gether,  that  there  was  not 'the  leaf!  appear¬ 
ance  of  them  (n)* 

SECT.  XVIII.  In  the  Bladder. 

Hift.  76.  One  Mr.  Smith,  of  Highgate, 
died  of  a  Dropfy  in  1687.  His  Bladder  of 
urine  was  as  large  as  a  child’s  head,  and  a 
quarter  of  an  inch  thick.  The  ureters  were 
as  large  as  the  fmall  guts  in  children,  and 

F  4  full 

(m)  Bonnet.  Med.  Sept.  Col!,  p.  739.  and  Sepulc. 

Anat.  p.  485. 

(n)  Nov.  Vafor.  Hum.  Corp.  Syftema,  p.  189* 
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full  of  urine,  or  a  ferous  matter,  which* 
upon  preffure,  did  eafily  regurgitate  into  the 
kidneys,  but  would  not  pafs  at  ail  into  the 
Bladder.  The  kidneys  were  con  fumed,  fo 
as  to  become  like  large  bags,  the  pelvis  of 
each  being  large  enough  to  hold  three  ounces 
of  water.  In  the  Bladder  were  twelve 
cyftes,  bags,  or  veficulas,  of  different  dimen- 
fions,  fome  being  as  large  as  a  goofe  egg, 
and  all  filled  with  a  limpid  ferum.  The 
coats  of  them  were  fome  thick,  others  thin 
and  tender ;  and  they  were  all  of  them 
loofe  and  without  adhefion  to  one  another, 
or  to  the  coats  of  the  Bladder.  There  was 
little  or  no  urine  in  the  Bladder ;  fo  that  it 
was  imagined  that  this  miferable  gentleman 
could  only  make  water  when  fome  of  thefe 
hy  da  tides  were  broken,  by  the  Bladder’s  be¬ 
ing  too  much  crowded  with  them.  The 
liver  was  large  and  hard  ;  the  lungs  of  a  li¬ 
vid  colour,  and  wholly  replete  with  a  puru¬ 
lent  matter,  a  flone,  as  big  as  that  of  a 
cherry,  being  in  one  lobe.  A  fungous  fuh- 
ftance  covered  the  heart,  which  was  large, 
and  had  a  polypus  in  each  ventricle  (0). 


Hift. 


(0)  Phil.  Tranf.  abrid.  vol.  3.  p.  148.  See  T>  Bon¬ 
net’s  Scpiilcr,  Anat.  p.  546, 
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Hift.  77.  A  country  woman  had  her  belly 
fo  fwelled,  that  the  and  all  the  neighbours 
thought  file  was  with  child  of  twins.  Af¬ 
ter  eleven  months  fhe  died  ;  when  there  was 
found  two  or  three  pound  of  vifcid,  foetid 
humour  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  and 
between  the  two  coats  of  the  Bladder  a 
large  quantity  of  pus,  the  exterior  coat  be¬ 
ing  lacerated,  and  the  inner  perfectly  found. 
The  womb,  and  all  the  vifcera,  were  in 
their  natural  date.  It  was  thought  this 

V. 

diforder  came  from  a  kick  with  a  cow  [o). 

SECT.  XIX.  In  the  Scrotum. 

Kid.  78.  A  man  was  troubled  with  a 
Dyfpnaea,  fo  that  he  could  not  lie  down  in 
his  bed,  but  was  forced  to  fit  and  deep  in 
a  chair.  After  this,  his  belly  began  to  dwell, 
and  about  a  month  or  two  before  he  died, 
this  tumor  went  entirely  away  ;  but  his  Scro*® 
turn  fwelled  to  a  prodigious  fize  (p). 

Hid.  79.  A  man  of  forty,  being  ill  of  an 
Afcites,  took  feveral  medicines  for  it  to 
little  or  no  purpofe.  At  length,  the  hu¬ 
mour  fell  fo  violently  upon  the  Scrotum, 
that  it  mortified.  By  the  application  of 

proper 

(0)  T.  Bonnet’s  Med.  Sept.  CoJlat.  p.  73 9. 

[p)  C.  Pifo  de  Coll.  Serof.  Obf.  5^, 
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proper  medicines,  it  digefled,  whereby  the 
dropfical  humour  was  difeharged ;  and  when 
it  dropped  it  off,  nature  covered  the  tefiicles 
with  a  callous  fubftance  5  fo  that  he  after¬ 
wards  got  children,  and  enjoyed  a  good 
Hate  of  health  many  years  (q). 

A  Dropfy,  or  watery  fwelling,  in  this 

Hvdrcele  Part  by  mo^  aut^ors>  called  Hydrocele, 

or  Her-  fr\  or  Hernia  A quofa.  Hiftories  of  it  are 

nia  aquo-  v  .  .  r  r 

fa,  common  in  the  writings  01  lurgeons. 

Hift.  80.  A  man,  after  an  intermitting 
fever,  had  an  hernia  on  the  right  fide  which 
by  degrees  extended  to  the  tefticle.  This 
was  reduced,  and  a  trufs  ordered  to  be 
worn ;  but  in  a  few  days  he  felt  darting 
pains  along  the  fpermatic  veffels,  and  a  tu¬ 
mor  appeared  under  the  groin,  which  in 
time  came  to  equal  a  fmall  melon.  This  was 
pierced  by  a  trochar,  and  a  pint  and  a  half 
of  lymph  difeharged,  which  funk  the  tumor 
only  one  half.  At  laft  there  were  three  di- 
ftindt  tumors  difeovered  ;  1.  one  in  the  cyflis 
hernialis,  the  upper  orifice  of  it  having  been 
doled  by  the  pad  of  the  trufs  3  2.  between 
this  and  the  cremafter  mufcle  in  the  cellula 

of 

* 

( q)  Fabr.  Hildan.  Cent.  1.  Obf.  48.  Cent.  5.  ObP 
76,  77.  and  Cent.  4.  Obf.  66,  67,  68. 

(r)  From  water,  and  a  rupture. 
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of  the  tunica  vaginalis ;  3.  upon  the  tunica 
.  albuginea,  which  had  been  opened  by  the 
trochar.  The  tedicle  was  found,  but  it  was 
not  pofiible  to  avoid  doing  injury  to  the 
fpermatic  veflels,  fo  that  he  was  forced  to 
fuffer  cadration,  and  fo  recovered  (r). 

Hid.  81.  One  Mr.  Heap,  fchoolmader,  of 
Mancheder,  for  two  years  before  his  death 
was  fuppofed  to  labour  under  an  afcites,  and 
an  hernia  intedinalis ;  for  he  had  a  tumor 
like  a  fatchel  hung  betwixt  his  thighs,  fo 
that  he  could  hardly  walk.  In  the  fpace  of 
three  weeks,  one  hundred  and  twenty  pints, 
orfifteen  gallons,  of  fetid  water  ilTued  through 
the  coats  of  the  fcrotum,  which  at  lad  morti¬ 
fied,  and  killed  him.  The  fubdance  of  the 
cutis  was  found  to  be  very  fchirrous  all  over 
the  region  of  the  groin,  the  membrana  adi~ 
pofa  was  full  feven  inches  thick,  and  all  the 
vifcera  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen  were 
perfedly  found.  There  were  twenty  or 
thirty  faccules  of  fat,  which  adhered  to  the 
bowels,  of  the  fize  and  fhape  of  pears. 
During  the  whole  courfe  of  his  illnefs,  he 
eat  and  drank  plentifully,  had  a  good  di- 
gedion,  had  little  or  no  third,  made  water 

freely ;  . 

(0  Le  D r*n.  Obf.  Chirurg.  75, 
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freely  ;  and  in  fiiort  had  no  other  complaint 
except  the  fuelling  ft). 

Observations. 

1.  In  the  foregoing  hiftories  we  find 
Dropfies  of  the  belly,  Afcites,  confined  to 
alrnoft  every  part  of  the  abdomen,  the  reft 
of  the  vifcera  being  all  found  perfectly  found 
upon  difteffion.  Thus  the  ftomach,  omen- 
turn,  liver,  mefentery,  womb,  kidneys,  guts, 
and  bladder,  have  each  of  them  been  the 
foie  caufe  of  thefe  kind  of  Dropfies ;  fo 
little  truth  is  there  in  the  old  account  of  the 
Afcites,  which  lays  the  caufe  of  it  always  in 
a  fault  of  the  liver  or  fpleen. 

2.  The  Afcites  often  proceeds  from  in¬ 
flammations,  and  over-heating  the  blood 
firft,  and  then  fuffering  it  to  cool  haftily. 
This  is,  indeed,  the  general  caufe  of  moft 
diftempers  perhaps,  of  two  thirds  of  thefe 
to  which  mankind  is  fubjedu 

3.  By  Dropfies  all  the  vifcera  of  the  ab¬ 
domen  have  fometimes  been  entirely  con- 
fumed,  at  others,  diftended  to  a  monftrous 
degree.  The  omentum  and  liver  have  be¬ 
come  a  vail  heap  of  glands  s  and  a  bag 

filled 

ft)  D..  Leigh’s  Natural  Hift.  of  Chefliire,  Si c.  b.  2 * 

p,  76. 
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filled  with  fetid,  nafty  matter  :  the  kidneys' 
have  been  entirely  confumed,  and  their  place 
fupplied  by  the  mefentery,  which  has  feme- 
times  been  twenty  pound  weight.  All  the 
vifeera  have  been  covered  with  a  tartarous, 
ftony  fubftance  ;  and  perfons  have  died  of 
an  Afcites,  without  either  third:  or  difficulty 
of  urine. 

SECT.  XX.  In  the  Joints  of  the 

Limbs. 

Hift.  82.  A  gentleman  had  a  flight  wound 
in  his  middle  finger,  which  being  ill-treated, 
by  a  barber-furgeon,  it  became  painful, 
when  there  dr  opt  from  it  a  whole  mea- 
fure  of  clearwater.  This  flux  was  attended 
with  fuch  great  pain,  fever,  and  lofs  of 
ftrength,  that  he  was  brought  almoft  to 
death’s  door  before  he  could  be  cured  (uj. 

A  furgeon  of  my  acquaintance  opened  an 
equal. tumor  in  the  middle  of  a  man’s  thigh, 
caufed  by  a  kick  from  a  horfe,  from  whence 
there  was  difeharged  a  large  quantity  of  clear 
lymph  only,  without  blood  or  matter. 

Hift.  83.  In  the  year  1738,  a  woman  of 
Bilfton,  near  Wolverhampton  (as  remark¬ 
able  for  an  impoftor,  in  queen  Elizabeth’s 

time, 

[uj  Fab Hildan.de  Hydrath.  p.  833. 
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time,  as  for  its  toys  in  ours)  had  an  equal 
tumor  on  the  outfide  of  her  right  leg  from 
her  ankle  to  her  knee.  She  looked  pale, 
was  between  thirty  and  forty,  never  had  a 
child,  complained  of  great  third:,  faid  it 
had  been  near  feven  years  in  coming,  but 
was  never  painful  till  lately.  It  was  laid 
open  by  incifion,  and  a  great  number  of  hy- 
datides  lying  along  the  tibia,  between  the 
mufcles  were  taken  out  of  it.  They  were 
of  different  fizes,  from  that  of  a  pea  to 
that  of  a  pigeon’s  egg  ;  were  included  in  fe- 
veral  membranes,  and  contained  a  tranfpa- 
rent  liquor,  clear  as  water.  When  the  out¬ 
ward  fkin  was  taken  off,  it  looked  in  many 
places  like  the  hulk  of  a  grape.  The 
wound  being  cured,  the  thirft  left  her ;  and 
ffie  has  now  better  health  than  formerly. 

Hill.  84.  A  cooper,  about  forty  years  of 
age,  had  a  flight  wound  near  the  patella  of  the 
right  knee;  which  being  too  hafcily  fkinned 
over,  he  was  feized  with  great  pain  and 
inflammation  in  the  part,  fo  that  a  mortifi¬ 
cation  was  much  feared.  He  had  alfo  a 
continual  burning  fever,  and  great  pain  in 
the  head  and  back,  violent  thirft,  naufea, 
&c.  A  fungus  had  fpcwed  out  of  the 
wound  as  big  as  a  hen's  egg,  from  which 

the 
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the  furgeon  immediately  difcharged  a  pint 
and  a  half  of  ichor,  or  clear  water.  This 
continued  running  fomeiewdays,  and  in  that 
time  feveral  pints  of  the  fame  fort  of  liquor 
were  difcharged,  whereby  the  man’s  cure 
was  at  length  effected  f v). 

Hid:.  85.  A  young  woman,  in  walking 
one  day,  fprained  one  of  her  ankles,  which 
was  miftaken  for  a  diflocation.  By  endea¬ 
vouring  to  reduce  it,  fo  great  a  flux  of  hu¬ 
mours  was  brought  upon  the  part,  that  fe¬ 
veral  pints  of  water  were,  in  a  few  days, 
difcharged  by  the  wounds  there  made ;  and 
the  upper  parts  of  her  body  were  fo  emaci¬ 
ated  ;  that  there. v/as  little  more  than  fldn 
left  to  cover  the  bones  withal  ( w ). 

Fabritius  Hildanus  thought  it  worth  his 
while  to  beltow  a  Treadle  upon  this  kind  of 
Dropfy.  He  gives  it  the  name  of  Hydrar- 
thos  (x),  or  water  of  the  joints.  Paracelius 
calls  the  water  of  theie  parts  Synovia  ( y)9 

from 

(v)  Fab.  Hildan.  de  Ichor,  p.  833,  834.  and  Gbf. 

97.  Cent*  3*  ^ 

(w)  Fabr.  Hildan.  p.  835.  More  examples  of  this 

kind  may  be  feen  in  this  Treatife  of  Hildanus. 

(x)  From  vS*?  water,  and  a  joint  of  the 

limbs. 

(y)  This  is  a  technical  word,  which  perhaps  the  au¬ 
thor  made  from  w  together,  and  ovum  an  egg  ;  or,  per- 
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from  the  likenefs  it  has  to  the  white  of  eggs) 
and  from  him  the  French,  and  many  of  our 
Engiifh  furgeons,  now  call  it  Synovia.  Mr, 
Petit  (z J,  in  his  chapter  of  the  Anchylofis, 
is  very  particular  in  defcribing  the  nature  of 
this  liquor,  and  plainly,  he  fays,  demon- 
fixates,  that  the  Anchylofis  and  Dropfy  of 
the  joints,  muft  often  proceed  from  the 
acidity,  or  fcurnefs,  of  the  fynovia,  occa- 
fioned  by  the  pox,  king’s  evil,  &c.  which 
have  fometimes  diffolved  and  reduced  it  to  a 
perfect  water. 


baps,  like  the  words  gas,  opodeldock,  &c.  is  not  to  be 
derived  from  any  language  that  I  underftand. 

(z)  Treadle  of  the  Difeafes  of  the  Bones,  Part.  I* 
Ch.  x6. 
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CHAP.  Ilf. 

Obfervatiojts  on  the  foregoing  Hif- 

t  or  res. 

TO  deliver  matters  of  fadf  is  the  chief 

bulinefs  of  a  faithful hiftorian.  The  Then*. 

•  *  rc  of 

jplainer  the  ftyle,  and  more  Ample  the  ex-  hiftom 
preffion,  the  more  lafling  will  be  the  ideas 
in  the  mind  of  the  reader.  Long  period's* 
and  all  the  other  gaudy  ornaments  of  rhe¬ 
toric,  ihould  here  be  cautioufly  avoided,  as 
being  not  only  fuperfiuous,  but  often  pre¬ 
judicial.  Truth  never  appears  fo  charm¬ 
ing  and  lovely,  as  when  plain  and  naked. 

Thus  it  is  with  the  hihory  of  men’s  addons* 
and  thus  it  is  with  the  hiflory  of  difeafes,  to 
which  our  bodies  are  obnoxious.  For  this 
reafon  I  have,  in  the  foregoing  hiflories  cau¬ 
tioufly  avoided  every  thing  that  looked  like 
fuperfluity ;  but  hope  I  have  not  thereby 
rendered  the  matters  of  fact  obfeure.  How¬ 
ever,  if  any  difficulty  fhould  arife,  the  reader 
may  have  recourfe  to  the  original  for  Tatis— 
faction,  of  which  I  have  only  given  him  a 
Abort  abridgement.  For  this  reafon  I  ra- 
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ther  ciiofc  to  give  the  hiftories  of  particular 
Dropfies  from  the  writings  of  other  men, 
than  from  my  own  experience  and  obferva- 
tion. 

The  authors  I  have  quoted  are,  I  think, 
fuch  whofe  veracity  will  not  fo  much 
as  once  be  fufpeded  by  any  ferious  perfon  ; 
and,  therefore,  the  foregoing  hiftories  being 
allowed  to  be  true,  from  thence  may  be  de¬ 
duced  thefe  following  proportions,  which 
will  demonftrate  to  us  the  nature  of  this 
terrible  difeafe,  and  will  be  a  fure  foun¬ 
dation,  whereon  to  fix  our  prognoftics,  and 
method  of  cure* 

All  the  veflels  of  a  human  body  are 
capable  of  a  vaft  diftention.  The  fize  of 
men  is  altogether  accidental,  nature  having 
appointed  no  certain  ftandard  in  this  cafe; 
but  only  fet  fome  certain  limits  beyond 
which  it  (hall  not  pafs.  While  the  force 
which  drives  about  the  fluids  continues  uni¬ 
form,  and  fo  increases,  each  part  of  the 
body  either  dots,  or  may  receive  an  equal 
addition  or  augmentation,  till  the  whole 
comes  to  the  bulk  which  nature  defigned  : 
but  when,  by  any  accident,  this  force  be¬ 
comes  unequal,  i.  e.  quicker  in  fome,  and 
flower  in  ether  parts,  the  fize  pr  fhape  of 
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the  body  mud  foon  be  altered,  Fom  a  cir¬ 
culation  thus  unequally  carried  on  for  a  con- 
fiderable  time  together,  a  diftention  firft, 
and  then  a  rupture  of  the  veftels,  muft  ne- 
ceffarily  follow.  Hence  tumors  of  all 
kinds,  whether  phlegmonic,  fcrophulous, 
or  dropfical,  may  very  eafily  be  accounted 
for.  The  firft  of  thefe  is  from  an  unequal 
circulation  of  the  blood  in  the  veins  and  ar¬ 
teries  ;  the  fecond  from  that  of  the  glandu- 
lous  juices  5  and  the  laft  from  that  of  the 
lymph*  as  will  by  and  by,  I  hope,  more 
plainly  be  made  appear. 

A  Dropfy,  or  a  collection  of  water,  and 
watery  humours,  may  be  formed  in  any 
part  of  a  human  body,  even  in  the  bones 
themfelves.  Dropfies,  however,  are  moll 
frequently  to  be  met  with  in  the  larger  ca¬ 
vities,  viz.  in  the  head,  bread:  and  belly. 
The  antients,  not  much  ufed  to  the  diffec- 
tion  of  human  bodies,  were  of  opinion,  that 
all  Dropfies  did  originally  proceed  from  the 
fpleen,  or  liver  ;  but  the  bare  perufal  of  the 
foregoing  hiftories,  will  fufficiently  convince 
any  perfon  of  the  falfity  of  this  hyno^ 
thelis. 

All  Dropfies  proceed  from  a  fault  in  fomc 
©ne  part  at  the  beginning  ;  but  in  time, 
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many  other,  both  contiguous,  and  at  a  diftancd* 
may  be,  and  often  are,  fufferers  ;  fo  that  upon 
the  diffedtion  of  a  dead  body,  it  is  very  diffi¬ 
cult,  and  fometimes  impoffible,  to  find  out 
exactly  from  which  part  the  water  or  drop- 
fical  humour  had  its  origin.  The  great  Dr. 
Friend  ( b )  is  of  opinion,  that  when  the  par¬ 
ticular  part  cannot  exadtly  be  difcovered 
from  whence  a  Dropfy  of  the  abdomen  has 
its  origin,  it  always  comes  from  the  peri¬ 
tonaeum,  or  omentum  ;  if  the  reft  of  the 
vifcera  are  found,  as  they  very  frequently 
are;  becaufe  in  an  Afcites  the  cawl  is  gene¬ 
rally  corroded,  wafted,  or  putrified  ;  and  as 
to  the  peritonaeum,  the  glands  of  it  are 
ufually  affedted  in  this  cafe :  but  this, 
though  very  often,  is  not  always  the 
cafe. 

A  violent  and  conftant  thirft,  fhortnefs  of 
breath,  and  the  making  too  fmall  a  quantity 
of  urine,  are  generally  taken  for  infallible 
tokens  of,  and  conftant  attendants  upon,  a 
Dropfy  5  but  it  is  pofiible,  a  perfon  may  have 
this  diforder  in  the  moft  violent  manner  ima¬ 
ginable,  and  yet  be  entirely  free  from  all 
thefe  complaints.  From  hence  it  neceffarily 

follows, 

(b)  Hid.  of  Pbyfic,  vol.  1.  p.  16 1.  See  alfo  T. 
Bonnet's  Med,  Sept.  Coll.  p»  727. 
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follows,  that  there  is  no  fymptom  effential 
to  a  Dropfy,  but  a  fwelling  of  the  part  af-  JV. 
fedted  all  the  other  fymptoms  here  men-  of 'the 
tioned  coming-  on  as  the  difeafe  increafes.  Pa[tthc 

o  only 

C.  Pifo  therefore  very  juftly  obferves,  that  fymptom 
whofoever  is  converfant  in  the  difledions  of  Dropfy. 
hydropic  bodies,  will  find  a  tumor  to  be  the 
mod  frequent,  if  not  the  only,  caufe  of  an 
Afcites  :  but  thefe  kind  of  fwellings  often 
come  on  (lowly,  and  the  lymphatics  are  fre¬ 
quently  burft  before  any  difcovery  is  made 
of  the  diforder.  Mr.  Wife  man  (c)  men¬ 
tions  a  perfon  who  had  a  prolapfus  ani,  for 
which  he  was  confulted.  Upon  obferving 
the  folded  fheet  which  lay  under  him  to  be 
wet  through,  as  if  foaked  in  water,  he 
thought  the  man  to  be  dropfical,  though 
neither  he,  nor  any  of  his  friends,  believed 
it.  Three  quarters  of  a  year  after  he  died 
of  an  apoplexy,  when  fomewhat  more  than 
a  quart  of  water  was  found  in  the  cavity  of 
the  abdomen. 

The  foregoing  propofition  holds  true  in  y 
the  Hydrocephalus,  or  Dropfy  of  the  head,  Even  m 

A,  ,  r  •%  r  tbe 

n  apoplexy,  pally,  epilepfy,  gutta  ferena, 
convulfions,  and  a  total  deprivation  or  lofs 
of  fenfe,  have  fometimes  been  caufed  by 
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56 


Nature  of 

the  brain 
unknown. 


Of  the  Several  Kinds 

water  contained  in  the  head;  and  yet  at  other 
times,  when  the  whole  fubflance  of  the  brain 
by  the  water  has  been  fqueezed  fo  as  to  be¬ 
come  like  a  membrane,  the  fenfes  have  con¬ 
tinued  good  and  perfedt  [d)>  No  fyfiem  of 
philofophy  hitherto  invented  is  able,  I 
fuppofe,  to  account  for  thefe  feeming  con¬ 
trarieties. 

There  are  more  hiftonesof  Dropfies,  and 
other  diforders  of  the  head,  than  of  any 
other  part  of  the  body ;  which  ferve  rather 
to  confound,  than  affift  us  in  difcovering  the 
nature  of  the  brain.  Wounds  in  this  part 
are  fometimes  mortal,  at  others  not.  The 
fubfianee  of  the  brain  is  uniform,  but  of  fo 
loft  and  watry  a  nature,  that  if  twenty-five 
grains  of  it  be  expofed  to  the  air,  twenty- 
four  of  them  will  exhale  and  only  one  grain 
of  folid  fubfianee  remain.  From  this  mo  iff 
part  the  nerves  apparently  have  their  origin  ; 
hut  how,  or  by  what  means,  fenfation  is  per¬ 
formed,  we  are  entirely  ignorant.  In  the 
year  1736,  I  faw  a  female  embryo  taken 
from  the  mother,  which  wanted  but  a  fort¬ 
night  of  its  full  time.  Whilft  it  was  in  the 
womb  it  was  more  brifk  and  lively  than  moil 
children,  but  fo  foon  as  it  came  into  the  air 

expired. 


(d)  See  chap,  2.  fe&.  j, 
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expired.  The  whole  fubftance  of  the  brain 
and  fkull  were  wanting,  the  latter  appearing 
as  if  had  been  cut  off  juft  above  the  eyes, 
and  fo  round  by  the  ears  and  atlas,  fo  that 
I  could  thruft  my  finger  into  the  hollow  of 
the  vertebrae  where  the  medulla  fpinalis  lies. 

It  is  certain  fome  kind  of  circulation  muft  be 
carried  on  in  thefe  veffels ;  but  the  animal 
fpirits  could  never  yet  be  feen,  not  even  by 
the  largeft  microfcopes.  In  many  kinds  of 
brutes  the  brain  is  larger,  more  fine  and 
beautiful,  and  the  nerves  more  capacious, 
than  in  a  human  body  ;  and  yet  the  latter, 
with  all  thefe  feeming  imperfe&ions,  per* 
forms  much  more  furprizing  things  than 
the  former.  If,  then,  we  are  ignorant  of 
the  nature  and  ufe  of  the  brain  in  general, 
how  ridiculous  muft  it  be  for  any  one  to 
pretend  to  fix  the  foul,  or  feat  of  thought 
and  underftanding,  in  this  or  that  particular 
part  of  it.  Though.  Des  Cartes  was  fo  fond 
of  the  glandula  pinealis,  and  aferibed  fueh 
prodigious  qualities  to  it,  it  has  pothiog  in  it 
different  from  any  other  part  of  the  brain  ; 
nay,  unhappily  for  this  gentleman's  hypo- 
thefis,  it  feems  to  be  a  part  lefs  neceffary  to 
life  than  feveral  others :  for  there  was  a 
child  born  at  Paris,  which  lived  four  days, 

G  ^  and 
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suid  another  at  Leyden,  which  lived  to  bo 
a  year  old,  without  a  conarium,  or  glandula 
pinealis  (^) ;  but  of  this,,  perhaps,,  moro 
than  enough. 

A  dyfpnsa,  or  fhortnefs  of  breath,  is  a 
conftanfc  fymptom  of  a  Dropfy  in  the  breaft. 
If  this  does  not  appear  in  the  beginning  of 
rai  pre—  this  dharder,  yet  when  the  weight  of  wa- 
feeriven  ter  comes  to  prefs  upon  the  diaphragm,  it 
m  phyfic.  n-iUfj-  0f  necefiity  follow.  This  kind  of 
Dropfy,  as  many  others,  is  hard  to  be  difco^ 
vered,  till  the  life  of  the  patient  is  in  the 
ntmoft  danger.  For  this  reafon,  many  per-i. 
Ions  have  laid  dawn  what  they  call,  certain, 
rules  whereby  we  may  be  apprized  of  this,, 
diforder.  One  gentleman  fays,  we  may  al- 
moll  infallibly  know  a  Dropfy  of  the  breaft 
from  other  disorders  there,  by  the  perfon’s 
breathing  better  when  he  lies,  than  when 
he  is  in  an  eredt  pofture  (f)  but  the  great 
Riverius  (g)  feet^s  to  eftablifli  the  diredt 
contrary  for  a  truth,  alluring  us,  that  when 
a  perfon  is  feized  with  a  fhortnefs  of  breath, 
upon  his  falling  afleep,  which  wakes  him,. 

increafea 

(e)  Philof.  Tjranf.  abridg*  vol.  3.  pa  23.  See  Tv 
Bonnet’s  Med.  Sept.  Collat.  p.  24,  25. 

(f)  Philof.  Traof.  abrid.  vol.  3.  p.  7^. 

(0)  Op,  Med,  p.  255. 
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increafes  as  the  night  does,  and  grows  gra~ 
dually  better  as  the  day  comes  on  ;  this  may 
be  taken  for  almod  an  infallible  fign  of  a 
Dropfy  in  the  bread:.  Hence  we  may  learn 
how  cautious  we  ought  to  be  in  laying  down 
general  rules  or  precepts  in  phyfic.  There 
is  no  certain  conclufion  to  be  drawn  from 
the  mod:  exadt  obfervations  that  can  be 
made  in  one  cafe  or  two  in  phyfic ;  for 
from  the  foregoing  hidories  (i>)  it  is  evi¬ 
dent,  both  thefe  obfervations  might  very 
iuftly  have  been  made,  but  that  neither  of 
them  fliould  have  been  laid  down  as  a  gene¬ 
ral  rule ;  for  though  the  nobleman  was  al¬ 
ways  better  upon  his  lying  down  in  bed, 
yet  the  old  gentleman  in  the  next  cafe  was 
never  eafy  in  that  podure.  I  know  a  certain 
baronet,  who,  in  his  youth,  was  frequently 
troubled  with  a  nervous  adhma;  for  which 
reafon  he  wras  dridtly  enjoined,  by  one  that 
was  lately  at  the  head  of  his  profeffion,  re- 
ligioufly  to  abdain  from  opium,  and  all  pre¬ 
parations  of  it,  though  his  circumdances 
might  feem  to  require  it  ever  fo  much. 

This  general  rule  had  certainly  cod  him  his 
life,  in  a  fradture  of  one  of  his  legs,  had  I 

t)ot 
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not  frequently  given  it  him,  though  contrary 
to  his  exprefs  commands. 

The  Afcites  and  Gravidation  are  not  to  be 
diftinguilhed  from  one  another  in  the  begin¬ 
ning,  by  any  marks  or  criteria  hitherto  laid 
down  by  pbyficians.  Etmuller  (i),  being 
fenfible  of  the  great  advantage  a  difcovery  of 
this  fort  would  be  to  the  fair-fex,  has  given 
us  eight  obfervations  to  guide  us  in  thefe 
cafes,  i ft.  In  Gravidation,  he  fays  the  co¬ 
lour  is  frefti  and  lively ;  but  dull  and  heavy 
in  a  Dropfy.  2.  In  Gravidation  the  fwelling 
of  the  belly  is  more  towards  the  bread:,  but 
in  a  Dropfy  towards  the  os  pubis.  3.  The 
water  in  a  Dropfy  may  be  difcovered  by 
preffing  upon  the  belly  with  our  hands.  4. 
The  fprightlinefs  of  the  eyes  is  entirely  loft 
in  a  Dropfy.  5.  The  urine  is  high  co¬ 
loured,  and  but  little  in  quantity.  6.  The 
weight  of  the  water  may  be  perceived.  7. 
The  thirft  is  great  in  a  Dropfy,  and  upon 
moving  the  body,  efpecially  in  bed,  the 
motion  of  the  water  may  fometimes  be  per¬ 
ceived.  8.  The  menfes  flow  regularly  in  a 
Dropfy,  butceafe  upon  a  Gravidation.  When 
a  Dropfy  has  continued  long,  the  lympha¬ 
tics  are  burft,  and  the  quantity  of  water  is 

become 


(i)  Op.  Med.  p» 
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become  large.  We  muft  allow,  that  many  of 
thefe  fymptoms  will  appear  ;  but  no  one, 
nor  all  of  them  together,  is,  or  can  he,  ot 
any  fervice  at  the  beginning  of  this  difor- 
der.  The  laft  obfervation  feems  the  mod: 
likely  to  help  us ;  but  it  is  not  infallible  : 
for  fome  women  have  their  menfes  all  the 
time  of  their  being  with  child,  and  others 
have  laboured  under  a  Dropfy  during  the 
time  of  their  pregnancy  fkj.  Till,  then, 
fome  more  exad:  obfervations  have  been 
made,  I  think  we  may  look  upon  it  as  one 
of  the  defiderata  in  the  art  of  healing,  to 
diftinguifh  a  Dropfy  from  Gravidation  at  the 
firft  attack.  A  touch  by  the  hand  of  a  per- 
fon  ufed  to  the  practice  of  midwifry,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Hippocrates  f l ),  will  foonefc,  and 
with  the  greateft  certainty,  diftinguifh  be¬ 
twixt  thefe  two  cafes.  Immediately  after 
conception,  the  os  uteri  internum  contracts ; 
as  the  uterus  increafes,  it  fhuts  very  clofe, 
fo  as  not  to  be  felt,  and  fo  continues  for  fe- 
ven  or  eight  months  during  the  time  of 
pregnancy.  For  the  two  or  three  firft 
months  after  conception,  the  uterus  conti¬ 
nues  fmall,  is  loofe  and  pendulous ;  fo  that 

'  it 

(i)  See  Schenkius’s  Obf,  15.  lib.  4.  p.  551, 

( l )  De  Natura  Muliebii,  p.  576, 
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it  requires  the  utmoft  nicety  to  determine 
the  cafe  at  this  time  ;  but  afterwards  it  en- 
creafes  in  bulk,  and  becomes  more  like  a 
fixed,  fmooth,  and  folid  body.  In  the  laft 
month,  the  head  of  the  fastus  turns  down¬ 
wards  in  order  for  delivery,  and  may  very 
eafily  be  felt.  Soon  after  this,  the  os  uteri 
internum  opens  again  by  degrees,  till  it  be¬ 
comes  wide  enough  for  the  child  and  pla¬ 
centa  to  pafs  through;  then  the  waters  flow, 
and  the  birth  is  at  hand.  The  breafts 
alfo  in  this  cafe,  after  a  few  months,  be¬ 
come  round,  hard,  and  knotted,  and  after¬ 
wards  have  milk  in  them  ;  but  in  a  Dropfy, 
they  always  continue  foft,  and  at  length, 
as  the  body  emaciates,  become  more  and 
more  flabby,  till  at  length  they  hang  like  a 
loofe  piece  of  fkin,  when  the  body  is  much 
emaciated,  and  the  juices  of  thefe  glands 
quite  exhaufted. 

The  parts  belonging  to  generation  are 
more  frequently  the  feat  of  original  Drop- 
Ties  in  women,  than  men.  In  the  former, 
not  only  the  tubx  fallopianae  and  cornua 
uteri,  but  even  the  womb  itfelf,  are  often 
the  original  feat  of  this  diforder.  In  the 
latter  the  ferotum  and  tefticles  very  rarely 
fill  with  water,  unlefs  the  humour  drops 

fram 
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from  forne  of  the  vifcera  upon  this,  as  the 
rnoft  depending  part.  It  is  not  eafy  to 
conceive  where  the  water  muft  be  lodged 
in  fuch  women  as  have  had  it  difcharged 
monthly  (m),  or  after  a  lying-in  (»).  Dr. 
Strother  fuppofes,  in  the  latter  cafe,  that  it 
muft  be  contained  in  and  difcharged  by  the 
tubs  fallopians,  becaufe  he  could  find  out 
no  other  paffage.  Granting  this  fhould  be 
fo,  yet  I  think  it  is  not  poflible  to  conceive 
how  water  fhould  be  difcharged  periodically 
this  way,  fince  the  mouths  of  thefe  tubes 
muft,  one  would  think,  be  conftantly  opened 
whenever  any  water  prefled  againft  them  ; 
but  the  preflure  being  conftant  by  the  fup- 
pofition,  and  there  being  no  valves  to  thefe 
tubes,  the  water  muft  continually  be  drop- 
ping. 

Women  are  alfo  more  fubjedt  to  a  Dropfy 
of  the  peritonaeum  than  men.  The  four 
hiftories  above  belong  to  the  fair-fex  only, 
and  it  is  very  rare  to  meet  with  any  fuch  in 
the  other.  Whether  this  be  owing  to  the 
fibres  of  their  bodies  in  general  being  more 
ioft  and  weak  than  thofe  of  the  male  fex  ; 
to  the  greater  quantity  of  fluids  wherewith 

they 
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(m)  Hifh  56.  ( n )  Hift.  57. 
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x. 

Different 
liquids  in 
the  Af- 
cites. 


Fat  mif- 
taken  for 
aDropfy. 


they  abound  ;  or  to  any  particular  formation, 
of  this  part,  I  (hall  leave  the  learned  to  de^ 
termine.  This  membrane  fometimes  thick¬ 
ens,  when  water  lies  upon  it ;  but  whether 
it  does  fo  alfo  during  the  time  of  gravida-* 
tion,  I  am  not  certain  :  however,  it  is  ma- 
nifeft,  that  in  child-bearing  women  it  muft 
be  lubjedt  to  very  great  dilatation  and  con-* 
traction  ;  on  which  account,  perhaps,  the 
humours  may  be  dilpofed  to  fall  upon  it 
more  frequently  in  fuch  kind  of  women  than 
any  other  perfons. 

The  liquid  contained  in  the  abdomen  of 
a  perfon  that  labours  under  an  Afcites  is  not 
always  the  fame.  Sometimes  it  has  been 
clear,  fweet,  fait,  and  four ;  at  others,  like 
cream,  jelly,  gall,  honey,  chocolate,  white 
of  eggs,  ale,  a  brown,  thick,  roapy  fyrup, 
and  water  wherein  raw  flefh  has  been  walked* 
Fat,  chyle,  and  pus,  or  matter,  have  alfo 
been  here  found  in  large  quantities ;  fo  that 
it  is  no  wonder  if  gravidation  in  women,  or 
fat  in  men,  have  fometimes  been  mi  (taken  by 
the  beft  phyficians  for  a  Dropfy,  there  being 
no  poffible  way  of  knowing  what  is  con¬ 
tained  in  the  belly  of  afcitical  peribns,  till 
we  behold  it  with  our  eyes.  Of  the  for¬ 
mer  kind  I  have  already  given  a  fufficient 

number 
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number  of  hiftories ;  of  the  latter,  this  one 
may  be  enough.  Sir  F.  L.  was  fwelled 
mightily  in  his  legs,  belly,  and  fiomach  up 
to  his  very  throat,  fo  as  to  endanger  fuffo- 
cation,  and  at  length  he  died.  His  phyfi- 
cians  had  all-along  treated  him  as  in  a 
Dropfy,  with  cathartic,  diuretic,  &c.  me- 
dici  nes.  The  corpfe  being  exceeding  large, 
pails  were  provided  to  receive  the  water, 
which  was  to  be  let  out  of  his  belly  j  but 
upon  making  the  pundhire,  there  only  ifiued 
out  a  gufh  of  wind.  He  was  a  perfon  of 
a  great  appetite,  and  fed  prodigioufly,  fo 
that  he  died  of  a  corpulentia  reimia,  there 

being  fix  inches  and  a  half  of  fat  lying  upon 
the  peritonaeum  foj. 

Many  dropfies  are  abfolutely  incurable, 
from  the  nature  of  the  part  whence  they 
have  their  origin.  When  water  is  lodged 
in  the  ventricles  of  the  brain,  or  when  the 
fubftance  of  the  brain  is  difiended  with  it, 
by  what  means  can  it  be  dilcharged,  with¬ 
out  the  death  of  the  patient  ?  In  the  Hy¬ 
drops  pedoris,  or  Dropfy  of  the  bread, 
when  the  water  is  contained  in  a  bag,  or  when 

the 

(°)  Philof.  Tranf.  abrid.  vol.  3.  p.  21,  22.  See  al- 
fo  T.  Bonnet’s  Med.  Sept.  Coi!at.  p.  708,  and  his  Se- 
pulcr.  Anatom,  p.  552.. 
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the  pericardium  is  diftended  with  it,  how 
is  it  poilible  to  make  an  incifion,  without 
doing  injury  to  fome  of  thofe  parts 
which  are  more  immediately  neceffary  to 
life  ?  Hydatides  have  fometimes  been  taken 
out  of  the  abdomen  in  great  numbers,  and 
by  this  means  the  party  has  been  recovered  $ 
but  when  thefe  proceed  from  the  ftomach, 
inteflines,  mefentery,  heart,  or  pericardium^ 
what  hand  (hall  be  found  nice  enough  to  fe~ 
parate  them  ;  or  who  can  go  exadtly  to  them, 
without  doing  injury  to  fome  of  the  more  noble 
parts,  and  fo  deftroying  life.  Avenzoar,  Ri~ 
verius,  Hildanus  (p),  and  many  others,  are 
of  opinion,  that  the  womb  may  be  cut  out 
of  the  body  with  fafety.  If  fo.  Drop  lies 
which  proceed  from  thence  might,  perhaps, 
meet  with  a  fpeedy  cure ;  but  as  I  nevef 
heard  of  any  woman  that  was  relieved  by 
this  method,  fo  I  am  apt  to  think  it  would 
be  no  eafy  matter  to  perfuade  the  ladies  of 

our  nation,  when  ill  ot  this  diforder,  to  un«* 

/ 

dergo  the  operation. 

As  fome  Dropfies  are  very  flow  in  their 
attacks,  fo  others  fieze  us  with  as  great 
violence.  In  the  foregoing  hiftories  we 
meet  with  fome  perfons  that  have  laboured 

under 

(j>)  Hildanl  op.  p.  90  r. 

/ 
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under  this  diforder  twenty-, five  or  thirty 
years  together,  and  others  that  have  been 
destroyed  by  it  in  lets  than  one.  As  the 
Former  may  properly  enough  be  called  chro¬ 
nical  Dropfies  fo  the  latter  may  defcrve  the 
name  of  acute,  or  galloping.  It  is  really 
furprifing  to  find  what  vail  quantities  of  li¬ 
quids  have  in  a  ihort  time  been  taken  from 
fome  perfons  in  this  diforder.  Who  would 
think  any  perfon  could  have  his  belly  fill  $.t 
the  rate  of  a  pint  a  day  for  three  quarters  of  a 
year  together,  and  yet  have  little  or  ho  third;, 
and  make  as  much  water  as  he  drank  fa) 
during  the  whole  fpace  of  time  ?  or  that 
more  than  a  hogfhead  of  extravafated  lymph 
fliould,  in  lefs  than  twelve  months  be  taken 
out  of  a  man’s  belly  fr)9  and  yet  life  con¬ 
tinue  ? 

Bleeding  at  the  note  is  generally  a  fare  figh 
of  death  in  an  Afcitfcs.  This  obfervation  I  Bleeding 
have  often  found  true  in  mv  attendance  at ,the 

J  nole  a 

tipon  thofe  who  have  died  of  this  dif-  mortal 

it  it  ,  fymrtom- 

temper ;  nor  ao  I  remember  to  have  read  * 
of  more  than  one  who  recovered  when 
this  ill  fymptom  appeared  (j) .  This 
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hfflmori-hage. 

©  ' 


(q)  Hi  ft-.  42* 

(r)  Hi  ft.  43.  ' 

(/)  See  Mang.  Biblicth,  vol.  p.  384. 
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hemorrhage,  I  fuppofe,  mu  ft  come  from 
a  putrid  fever,  caufed  by  the  contents 
of  the  abdomen  being  deeped  in  the 
extravafated  lymph,  which  by  the  heat 
of  the  body  at  length  becomes  of*  a  cor- 
rofive  alkalious  nature.  Before  this  hap¬ 
pens,  we  frequently  fee  the  tongue  very  red, 
dry  and  parched. 

In  chronical  dropfies,  not  only  the  li¬ 
quids,  but  even  the  folids,  of  a  human 
body  are  fometimes  altered.  As  the 
lower  parts  fwelJ,  the  upper  generally 
fall  away ,  fo  that  at  Jaft  little  mere  is 
left  than  ikin  and  bones  on  the  arms, 
face,  neck,  and  breads.  The  mufcles  of 
the  abdomen  have  been  fo  extenuated  as  to 
become  almoft  invifible ;  facks,  bags,  and 
membranes,  have  been  formed  in  different 
parts ;  the  omentum,  kidneys,  &c.  have 
almoft  entirely  been  con  fumed,  and  the 
bones  themfelves  have  fometimes  been  fo 
far  affedted  as  to  become  vaftly  large,  and  dif¬ 
ferent  from  what  they  are  in  a  natural 
fta-te;  nay,  the  fpleen  has  almoft  been  pe¬ 
trified,  at  leaft,  covered  with  a  tartarous 
matter,  which  made  it  fo  me  what  refemble 
done.  This  hiftory,  I  think,  deferves  our 

admiration 
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admiration  equally  with  thofe  of  Thuanus 
(t)9  where  two  women*  v/hen  with  child, 
had  the  uterus  tilled  with  fuch  a  tub  dance, 
and  the  fetus  covered  with  it.  A  thino- 

•o 

which  this  author  was  afraid  pofrerity  would 

hardly  believe, 

ft )  Lib.  7b. 
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•\ 

C  H  A  P.  IV. 


Of  the  Caufe  of  a  Dropfy . 


AVI  N  G  already  fhewed  what  vaft 
quantities  of  differefit  forts  of  liquids 
have  been  collected  together  in  leveral  parts 
of  the  human  body,  our  next  bufinefs  will 
be  to  explain  by  what  ways  fuch  collections 
may  be  made,  or,  in  other  words,  to  (hew 
from  whence  a  Dropfy  proceeds. 


There  are  two  forts  of  caufes  here  to  be 
confidered  :  ift,  the  caufa  proxima,  or  im¬ 
mediate  caufe  of  a  Dropfy  •  which  muft  be 
fome  fault  either  in  the  folids  or  fluids  of  a 
human  body,  or  both  together :  2d,  the 
caufa  remota,  or  what  the  logicians  call  the 
caufa  fine  qua  non  -9  which  muft  be  every 


thino’  that  occafions  a  diforder  in  one  or 

O 

both  thefe  parts. 

The  veins,  arteries,  and  nerves,  were 
parts  of  a  human  body  well  known  to  the 
ancients.  About  the  middle  of  the  la  ft 
century,  Thomas  Bartholine  fuj,  or  our 


country- 


(u)  T.  Barthol.  Anat  Corp.  humane 
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countryman,  Dr.  Jollif  (v),  difcovered  an¬ 
other  fort  of  veffels  very  different  from  any 
of  thefe  above-named.  From  the  tranfpa- 
rent  liquor  which  they  contained,  both 
thefe  gentlemen  gave  them  the  name  of  lym- 
phadudts,  or  lymphatics.  Neither  of  thefe 
authors  was,  however,  able  fully  to  explain 
the  nature  of  this  their  great  difcovery. 
This,  as  often  happens  to  new  inventions, 
was  a  work  left  for  another ;  and  indeed, 
A.  Nuck  almoft  brought  it  to  perfection. 
This  gentleman,  in  his  Adenographia  Curb* 
o fa,  has  demonftrated,  that  there  is  a  circu¬ 
lation  carried  on  in  thefe  lymphatics  analo¬ 
gous  to  that  of  the  blood  3  and  that  confe- 
quently  there  mu  ft  be  two  forts  of  them, 
like  the  veins  and  arteries  3  the  one  to  carry 
the  lymph  from  the  blood  to  the  feveral 

J  JL 

parts  of  the  body,  and  the  other  to  convey 
it  back  again.  In  another  work  (cip)  he  has 
alfo  proved,  that  thefe  lymphatics  are  not 
only  beftowed  upon  feme  particular  parts  of 
the  body,  as  their  firft  difcoverers  imagined, 
but  that  they  are  difperfed  all  over  it 3  and 

H  3  that 

(v)  Wharton’s  Aclenograph.  p.  89.  See  Dr,  Plot*® 
Hift.  of  Oxfordfhire,  ch.  9.  fed.  212, 

( w)  Exper.  Chirurg.  p.  94. 
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that  they  go  to  the  very  ends  of  the  toes 
and  fingers. 

The  lymph,  or  liquid  which  circulates  in 
them,  is  compofed  of  water,  fait,  fome  fpi- 
rituous  and  other  kind  of  particles  fo  very 
minute,  that  their  nature  has  not  hitherto 
been  difeovered.  This  is  the  grand  fountain 
from  whence  all  the  liquid  fecretions  of  our 
body  are  fupplied.  The  urine,  fpittlc, 
fweat,  ferum  of  the  blood,  whether  venal, 
or  arterial,  have  from  hence  their  origin, 
and  therefore  any  alteration  in  this,  muft 
occafion  a  change  in  fome  one,  or  all  the 
other  juices  of  a  human  body, 

Mr,  dc  Bills  fxj  allures  us,  that  thefe  vef- 
fels  confift  of  two  coats ;  betwixt  which  are 
innumerable  very  fmall  fine  filaments,  re~ 
fembling  the  mofs  of  trees ;  but  Nuck  and 
Ruyfch  could  never  meet  with  any  luch 
thing,  and  therefore  we  may  conclude  that 
it  is  only  imaginary.  However,  it  is  certain, 
that  one  kind  of  them  has  valves,  like  the 
veins,  by  Nuck  called  Semilunares ;  and  it 
is  probable  the  other,  like  the  arteries,  may 
have  none.  Their  coat  is  not  every  where  of 
the  fame  thicknefs,  but  becomes  ftronger  the 
nearer  they  approach  to  the  dudtus  thora-r 

cictiSs 

(x)  Phil  of,  Tranf.  abrid.  vol,  3.  p,  262. 
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cdcus,  faceup  chyliferus,  and  fubclavian  vein, 
for  the  lyphatlcs  all  terminate  here,  or  in 


veins  according  to  Chefelden.  To 


the  naked  eye  this  coat  appears  pellucid, 
even  and  thin,  but  by  the  micrcfcope  it 
feems  to  be  compofed  of  feveral  globuli  of 
different  lizes,  hanging  by,  or  joined  to  one 
another.  Mr.  Chefelden  fays,  that  in  a  na¬ 
tural  ftate,  or  if  filled  with  air  or  water, 
they  appear  as  cylindrical  as  the  veins ;  but 
that  in  a  morbid  ftate,  or  if  filled  with  a 
heavy  body,  as  mercury,  they  then  affume 
the  form  above-mentioned,  becaufe  the 
valves  do  not  equally  dilate  with  the  other 
parts  of  them  (y J. 

'  Some  make  the  nerves,  fome  the  glands, 
fome  the  membranes,  and  fome  the  tendi¬ 
nous  membranes  of  the  muicles,  to  be  the 
origin  of  the  lymphatics;  butit  is  highly 
probable  that  they  rile  invifibly  from  the 
fides  or  extremities  of  the  arteries  all  over 
the  body,  and  end  in  the  veins  { z) ;  for  by 
blowing  air  into  the  fplenic  and  emulgent 
arteries,  thefe  veffels  have  rifen  by  degrees, 
fo  as  to  become  vifible  on  every  part  of  the 


(y)  Chefeld.  Anat.  p.  199. 

{%)  See  VieufTen’s  Nov.  Vafor.  Hum.  Corp,  Sytlema-, 
p.  107.  &  illius  Neurograph,  c.  17. 
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fpleen  and  kidneys-  Mr.  Cowper  alio  af- 
fores  us,  that  if  water  be  injeded  by  the 
arteries,  while  part  of  the  blood  recoins  in 
its  vefTels,  we  fhall  fee  the  lymphatics  dif-. 
tended  with  a  bloody  water  :  and  Mr.  Hales 
( a)  caufed  an  univerfal  Dropfy  in  a  dog  by 
injefting  warm  water  into  him  ;  the  water 
cozing  through  the  fmall  orifices  of  the  vef- 
fels  that  are  not  large  enough  to  receive  the 
red  particles  of  the  blood.  No  wonder,, 
then,  if  in  a  violent  ebullition  of  the  blood, 
as  it  fometimes  happens,  part  of  it  fhould 
be  found  in  thefe  vefTels,  as  indeed  it  always 
is  in  inflammations. 

The  lymphatics  fometimes  fwell  to  a  great 
fize,  and  are  filled  with  liquids  of  various 
colours  and  confiftencies ;  but  for  the  mod 
part  with  a  clear  tranfparent  water.  The 
valves  not  giving  way  to  the  fame  force  as  the 
other  parts  of  thefe  vefTels  do,  is,  as  was 
iuft  now  obferved,  the  reafon  why  they 
feem  to  be  compofed  of  different  knots  or 
Hyda-  bags,  and  the  blood  and  other  juices  mix- 

tlldcS  ^ 

ing  with  the  lymph,  and  by  the  heat  of  the 
body  digefting  with  it,  gives  thofe  fevered 
colours  and  confiftencies,  which  have  fa 

often 

(a)  H;r.maR.  p«  116. 
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often  been  found  in  the  abdomen  of  thofe 

I 

that  have  died,  or  been  tapped  for  an  Af- 
cites  (£). 

Bellini,  according  to  his  odd  way  of 
philofophy,  endeavours  to  explain  in  an¬ 
other  manner  the  nature  of  thefe  hydatides, 
and  to  fhew  what  caufes  may  produce  them: 
but  the  whole  is  fuch  a  flrange  confufed 
parcel  of  fluff,  that  I  fhall  only  give  my 
reader  the  trouble  of  feeing  where  he  may 
find  it  (c)  if  he  thinks  proper. 

,  In  rotten  fheep  thefe  hydatides,  or  blad¬ 
ders  of  water,  are  often  found  as  big  as  wal¬ 
nuts  upon  uterus,  omentum,  lungs,  &c.  as 
is  well  known  to  every  butcher.  In  human 
bodies,  fuch  veficulse  or  hydatides  have  been 
taken  out  of  the  neck,  as  big  as  nuts,  fixty 
at  a  time  {d) ;  they  have  been  voided  by  the 
womb  (e)y  by  ftcol  (/),  and  by  urine  (g). 
They  have  alfo  frequently  been  found  on 
the  kidneys  and  ahnofl  every  other  of  the 

vifcera 


viable  to 
the  naked 
eye. 


\ 


(b)  See  VieufTens  as  above,  p.  no. 

( c )  De  Urinis  &  Pulnbus,  p.  172. 

(d)  Philof.  Tranf.  abiid.  vo3.  4,  p.  24.  part  2. 

(e)  N.  Tulp.  Obf.  32.  lib.  3. 

(f)  Philof.  Tranf.  abrid.  ibid.  p.  98.  See  River, 
Obf.  cent.  3.  and  obf.  48.  cent.  4. 

(g)  Philof.  Tranf.  abrid.  p.  99.  Hift.  76.  above. 
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vifcera  of  the  abdomen,  as  is  evident  from 
the  foregoing  hiftories. 

i’fe.  An  atom  ids  are  of  opinion  that  the  ufe  of 

the  lymphatics  is  principally  for  conveying 
a  diluting  liquor  to  the  chyle,  from  the  va¬ 
rious  cavities,  and  furfaces  of  the  body.  *  * 

Hence  they  fay  thofe  of  the  lower  parts  of 
the  body  empty  themfelves  into  the  recep- 
taculum  chyli,  as  thofe  of  the  upper  parts 
do  into  the  dudtus  thoracicus  and  fubclaviau 
vein. 

f  ■  ,  \  • 

If  the  jugulars  of  a  dog  be  tied,  fo  as  to 
prevent  the  blood's  circulation  through 
Expen-  them,  he  will  (lied  abundance  of  tears,  the 

Hi  CiltS*  f*  f  Tf*  •  f* 

Jaliva  will  run  as  rail  from  mm*  as  if  a  la- 
livation  was  raifed  by  mercury,  and  a  ferous 
matter  will  ooze  out  betwixt  the  integuments 
of  the  head  and  the  interdices  of  the  mufcles 
,  of  the  neck  (h). 

If  the  vena  cava  be  tied  clofe  a  little 
above  the  diaphragm,  the  abdomen  will  fill 
with  water  as  in  an  Afcites,  the  animal  will 
foon  grow  weak  and  faint,  and  in  a  fhort 

time 

(h)  Nuck's  Sialograph.  Lower  de  Corde,  p.  H2, 
1 13.  Bonnet’s  Sepule.  Anar,  p.366.  Friend’s  Hift* 
P hylic,  vol.  2.  p.  158. 
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time  expire  (/).  If  the  veins  of  the  kidneys 
be  tied,  and  a  thin  liquor  injected  into  the 
arteries,  it  will  pafs  off  by  the  ureters  into 
the  bladder  like  urine. 

Whoever  confiders  attentively  thefe  expe¬ 
riments,  and  the  foregoing  hiflories,  will  not 
want  any  other  arguments,  I  prefume,  to 
convince  him,  that  neither  the  veins,  arte¬ 
ries,  or  nerves,  can  poffibly  be  the  conduits 
through  which  fuch  large  quantities  of  wa¬ 
ter  are  conveyed  to  the  feveral  parts  of  a 
human  body.  The  lymphatics  then  muff 
be  the  veffels  which  alone  can  difeharee  lo 

o 

much  liquid  in  fo  fhort  a  time.  Thefe,  as 
they  are  placed  in  every  part  of  the  body 
from  head  to  toe,  are  fufficient  to  account 
for  all  the  furpriling  phsenomina  above  re¬ 
lated  ;  efpecially  if  we  confider  at  the  fame 
time  what  different  kinds  of  liquids,  upon 
a  diftention  of  thefe  veffels,  may  be 
fqueezed  out  of  the  capillary  veins,  arteries, 
and  feveral  forts  of  glands  contiguous  to  the 
part  affedted.  It  is  no  wonder  then  to  meet 

* 

with  a  galloping  Dropfy  fom dimes,  where 
the  afHidled  fill  with  water  at  the  rate  of  a 

pint 


A  fault  m 
the  lym¬ 
phatics 
the  cau fa 
proxima 
of  all 
Droyfiesv 


(i)  Lower  de  Cordc  p.  no,  &c,  See  T.  Bonnet, 
yt  fuprjj,  p.  423* 
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pint  a  day  or  more ;  nor  to  find  the  upper 
parts  of  dropfical  perfons,  fo  much  funk  af¬ 
ter  Arong  purges,  where  the  lymphatics  are 
broken.  A  gentleman,  who  had  not  la¬ 
boured  under  this  diforder  more  than  three 
weeks  or  a  month,  took  two  dofes  of  gutta 
gamba  by  my  advice  within  three  days  of  one 
another.  Thefe  did  not  at  all  abate  the  tu¬ 
mor  of  the  abdomen,  but  they  made  fo 
great  an  evacuation  both  by  ftool  and  urine, 
that  the  mufcles  of  his  arms  immediately 
became  flaccid,  the  flcin  of  his  upper  parts 
hung  loofe  like  a  bag,  and  in  a  few  w’eeks 
more  he  expired. 

There  is  one  kind  of  veffels  in  a  human 

V  ' 

body,  not  yet  mentioned,  from  whence  an 
Objection,  objection  may  poflibly  be  raifed  againft  the 
foregoing  dodlrine ;  I  mean  the  conglomerate 
glands.  The  Hydrarthros,  or  Dropfy  of  the 
joints,  feems  to  have  its  origin  from  hence, 
or  from  the  wounded  nerves,  tendons,  or 
perioftium.  It  is  evident,  that  in  all  the 
larger  joints  of  the  body  efpecially,  there 
are  certain  glands  there  placed,  which  fepa- 
rate  a  liquor  for  lubricating  the  parts  that 
are  contiguous,  and  for  keeping  them  from 
'  wearing  by  their  conAant  motion  and  at¬ 
trition. 
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trition  (/£).  The  excretory  duels  of  thefe 
glands  hang  loofe  like  rags  or  pieces  of 
fringe  within  the  articulation,  and  fbme*- 
times  difeharge  large  quantities  of  a  muci¬ 
laginous  liquor,  as  is  evident  from  the  fore¬ 
going  hiftories  ;  but  whether  this  liquor  is 
di (charged  from  thefe  excretory  duds  only, 
or  fome  o i  the  lymphatics  which  may 
poHibly  help  to  compofe  the  body  of  thefe 
glands,  is  not  yet,  nor  perhaps  ever  may  be, 
determined ;  the  bed  glafles  hitherto  in¬ 
vented,  are  not  fufficient  perfectly  to  inform 
us  of  the  nature  of  thefe  kind  of  bodies ; 
or  whether  there  is  fuch  a  thing  as  an  anaf- 
tomofis  between  the  veins  and  arteries.  As 
then,  by  parity  of  reafon,  we  conclude  there 
are  lymphatics  in  feveral  parts  of  the  bodv, 
where  the  eye  has  not  yet  been  able  to  dif- 

cover  them  :  fo,  till  we  are  better  informed 

\ 

of  the  nature  of  thefe  glands,  I  think  we 
may  conclude,  that  the  greateftpart  of  thofe 
fluids  which  are  depofited  fometimes  upon 
the  joints,  mud  come  from  the  lymphatics  -9 
and  that  the  glands  here  and  in  almod  every 
other  part  of  the  body,  may  probably  make 
an  addition  to  the  quantity,  by  the  fluid 

which 
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anfwered. 


(&)  See  Mr.  Petit’s  Treatife  of  the  Bones,  P.  1.  ch. 
16.  Mr.  Monro’s  Anatomy  of  Human  Pones,  &c. 
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which  they  Separate  from  the  whole  mafs  of 
blood,  as  we  obferved  before,  and  had  been 
long  ago  by  Fabritius  Hildanus. 

Thefe  lymphatics  then  may  be  the  caufe 
of  a  Dropfy  three  ways ;  viz.  id.  By  dila¬ 
tation.  All  the  fibres  of  an  animal  body 
are  elaftic,  and  confequently  capable  of  great 
dilatation  (/)  without  injury.  In  large  tu¬ 
mors  of  different  forts,  and  in  women  that 
bear  children,  every  day  thews  us  how  vaflly 
the  {kin  and  membranes  may  be  didended, 
and  in  a  fiiort  time  return  to  themfelves 
again.  The  young  Spaniard,  mentioned  by 
Bad i vi  and  I  ulpius,  could,  at  his  pteaiuie 
draw  the  fkin  of  his  neck  to  his  mouth  and 
note,  and  cover  his  whole  face  with  that 
which  he  drew  from  his  fhoulder  :  hence 
the  hydrops  faccatus,  and  that  from  hyda- 
tides,  will  eafily  be  accounted  for.  2dly,  By 
what  the  Greeks  call  ti**»to**9  or  transla¬ 
tion.  it  is  poffible  when  the  lymphatics 
come  to  be  pretty  far  diflended,  that  citner 
at  their  junctures  or  anaftomofes,  at  their 
valves  if  we  fuppofe  them  to  confift  of  feve- 
ral  veficuls,  or  elfe  at  their  extremities,  a 
fort  of  dew  or  vapour  may  fometimes  be  dis¬ 
charged,  which  may  at  length  by  condenfa- 


(l)  Obf.  1.  ch.  3. 
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t!on  become  a  body,  or  mafs  of  water  : 
This  water  may  at  fil'd  be  returned  into  the 
mafs  of  blood  again,  by  feme  veffels  not  hi¬ 
therto  difeovered  ;  for  Dr.  Muffrave  in- 
jedted  three  pound  and  a  quarter  of  warm 
water  into  the  breaft  of  a  grey-hound  bitch, 
which  was  all  carried  off  thus  without  any 
vifible  evacuation  ( m ) ;  but  when  by  heat  of 
the  part  it  has  acquired  a  lentor,  it  muff 
lodge  upon  the  part  and  bring  on  a  Dropfy. 
May  we  not  from  hence  give  an  account  of 
thofe  kind  of  Dropfies  wrhich  come  on 
(lowly  and  are  many  years  in  forming  ?  gdly. 
By  rupture.  A  flip,  a  fall,  or  lifting  up  a 
great  weight,  has  at  once  brought  on  a 
Dropfy  without  a  previous  diforder.  Every 
thing  therefore  that  can  occafion  a  breach 
of  the  lymphatics,  mud  equally  occafion 
a  Dropfy  with  the  things  here  named. 
This  is  doubtlefs  the  mod  frequent  and  ge¬ 
neral  caufe  of  Dropfies,  which  confequently 
mud  be  quicker  or  flower,  and  more  or  lefs 
dangerous,  according  to  the  number  of 
veffels  wounded,  and  the  part  to  which  they 

belong. 

( m)  Philof.  Tranf.  abritl.  vol.  3  p.  78.  This  way  of 
filling  any  part  of  the  body  is  what  Mr,  Garengeot  calls 
infiltration. 


1 1 1 


3dly,  By 
rupture. 


/ 


I  12 


Obftrud- 
tions  in 
veins  and 
arteries 
caufe 
Dropfies. 


Blood  too 
thick  in 
an  A  (dies. 


Of  T  H  E  S  E  V  ERAL  KlNDS 

belong.  This  kind  of  filling  is  called  ef- 
fufion. 

From  what  has  already  been  faid>  it  is  eafy 
to  conceive  how  obftrudtions  formed  in  the 
blood-veffels'may  bring  on  a  Dropfy.  When 
the  veins  are  obftrudied,  the  blood  being 
conftantly  thru  ft  forward  by  the  arteries,  and 
not  received  fa  ft  enough  by  the  veins,  muft 
quicken  the  circulation  of  the  lymph,  and 
confequently  in  time  a  diftention  and  rup¬ 
ture  of  its  veflels  muft  follow.  The  fame 
thing  will  likewife  happen,  if  the  arteries 
are  obftru&ed.  Whenever  then  the  venal 
or  arterial  blood  becomes  too  thick  and 
fizy,  or  too  thin  and  aqueous,  the  lymph 
will  exceed  in  quantity,  and  the  equilibrium 
not  being. reftored,  part  of  it  muft  in  time 
be  difcharged  upon  this  or  that  part  of  the 
and  there  form  a  Dropfy. 

In  an  Afcites,  the  venal  blood  is  always 
faid  to  be  too  thin ;  but  I  am  both  from 
reafon  and  experience  convinced  of  the  con¬ 
trary.  Could  we  take  away  blood  in  this 
diftemper,  without  injury  to  our  reputation, 

i  ....  / 

vve  fhould  aimed  conftantly  find  it  thick 

and  fizy.  Willis  and  Friend  were  both  of 
✓ 

this  opinion,  and  the  latter  of  thefe  au¬ 
thors 


Drops  t. 

fchors  (ftj  fays,  that  it  proceeds  from  -hi  ob*- 
ftrudlion  of  the  lungs,  which  are  not  able 
to  give  a  due  comminution  to  the  blood, 
they  having  been  frequently  found  obfiruft*- 
ed  in  fuch  as  have  died  dropfical.  This,  I 
•own,  is  lometimes  the  cafe ;  but  from  the 
former  part  of  this  difeourfe  it  is  evident, 
that  this  thicknefs  of  the  venal  blood  may 
arife  from  feveral  other  caufes.  May  we 
•not  from  the  thicknefs  of  the  blood  in  this 
diftemper,  affign  a  fufficient  caufe  for  the 
drynefs  of  the  fkin  in  dropfical  perfons,  or 
give  a  reafon  why  fuch  perfons  feldom  fweat 
of  themfelves.,  or  can  be  made  to  do  fo  by 
medicines  ? 

By  this  time  I  fuppofe  it  is  evident*  that 
the  matter  contained  in  a  dropfical  tumor 
mu  ft  at  firft  be  clear,  or  at  moil:  tinged  with 
a  little  blood,  or  the  juice  of  fome  particular 
gland-.  Of  this  colour  we  frequently  find 
it ;  but  when  it  has  been  long  out  of  the 
vefiels  of  circulation,  when  fome  evacu- 
tions  have  been  flopped,  and  others  too 
much  increafed,  and  when  many  of  the 
parts  adjacent  are  become  putrid ;  it  is  no 
wonder  that  it  fhould  fo  often  differ  in  co¬ 
lour,  fmell,  tafte,  and  confiftency.  In  a 

I  Drppfy 

(n)  Hill,  of  Phyfic,  vo!,  2,  p.  160, 
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Dropfy  that  came  from  a  fall  off  a  horde, 
the  liquid  difcharged  by  the  trochar  was  at 
firft  like  coffee,  and  at  laft  like  blood.  Bar¬ 
bel  found  it  in  a  poor  woman  to  be  ift,  Thin 
and  fluid  ;  2d,  Gelatinous  5  3d,  Tough  5  4th, 
Hard,  like  the  fubftance  of  fteatoma.  When 
the  ureters  have  long  been  obftrudted,  it  is 
freauentlv  like  urine,  both  in  fmell  and  tafte. 
'Gf  the  cleared  fort  of  lymph,  Mr.  Boyle 
mail  only  be  underftood  when  he  fays, 
that  the  fluid  which  diftends  the  abdomen 
in  a  Dropfy  bad  been  frequently  found  by 
him,  to  be  of  a  different  nature  from  either 
water  or  Urine,  for  it  would  keep  long  with¬ 
out  petrifying  5  and  upon  evaporation  ovej-  a 
gentle  fire  when  frefb,  it  would  firft  grow 
roapy,  then  fizy,  and  at  the  laft  gelatinous. 
Five  pints  of  water  were  taken  from  a  gen¬ 
tlewoman  (p)  who  became  dropfical  after  a 
mifcarriape.  At  firft  it  was  yellow  and 
greenifh,  and  then  like  the  water  wherein 
raw  flefti  had  been  wafhed.  After  it  had 
flood  together  all  night,  it  appeared  to  be 
nothing  elfe  but  blood,  filch  as  comes  from 
the'  V'  (L/ iLL S  h  for  there  was  a  large  fibrous  craft 

fa  men  turn 

(0)  Boyle’s  Works,  abridged  by  Shaw,  vol.  1.  p.  33. 
(p);M'  Liflor.de  Hydrope,  p,  32,  &c, 
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fame  n  turn  at  the  bottom  of  the  veiil-1,  and 
what  lvvam  at  the  top  was  like  ferum,  with¬ 
out  any  {linking  or  corrupted  fine]!. 

Having  thus  fhewn  what  is  the  imme¬ 
diate  caufe  of  a  Droply,  it  is  no  hard  mat¬ 
ter  to  conceive  how  every  thing  that  con- 
tributes  to  the  forming  obflru&ions  in  the 
blood-veffels  or  glands,  to  the  cauiing  too 
much,  or  too  fizy  lymph,  mu  id  be  a  caufe 
•fine  qua  non,  or  Secondary  caufe,  of  a 
Dronfy. 

V  ery  few  perfons,  fince  Hippocrates,  have 
done  more  towards  the  curing  of  difeafes 
than  our  countryman  Dr.  Sydenham.  Mr. 
Shaw,  however,  in  his  fpurious  (y)  edition 
of  Boerhaave's  Chemiftry,  very  boldly  af¬ 
firms,  that  he  was  entirely  ignorant  both  of 
chymiflry  and  anatomy :  that,  after  the 
death  of  many  thoufends,  chance  alone  di¬ 
rected  him  to  the  ufc  of  fpirits  of  vi trial, 
in  the  fmall-pox,  and  of  fpirits  of  hartfhorn 
for  convulfions  in  young  children.  This  is 
a  heavy  charge  indeed,  if  true,  and  fhould 
not  have  been  aflerted  by  any  man,  efpeci~ 
ally  by  any  one  of  this  nation,  without  the 
ftrongeft  and  cleared:  evidence.  That  the 
doflor,  like  other  men,  was  fubjedt  to  mif- 

I  2  takes* 
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takes,  I  allow,  and  he  himfelf  ingenuoully 
confeffes  it ;  but  that  he  was  fo  ignorant  of 
thefe  two  arts,  which  are  fo  very  neceffary 
to  thecompofing  a  good  and  great  phyfician, 
I  can  by  no  means  at  preient  believe :  be 
this  as  it  will,  I  am  certain  he  did  not  per¬ 
fectly  underftand  the  nature  of  a  Dropfy, 
and  that  his  chapter  upon  this  difeafe  has 
done  as  much  hurt  to  mankind,  as  foms 
other  parts  of  his  writings  have  done  good. 
Here  he  pofitively  affirms  ;  that  all  Dropfies 
arife  from  a  thin,  weak  blood  ;  and  that  this 
thinnefs  of  the  blood  is  occafioned,  ift.  By 
the  lofs  of  too  much  blood,  or  by  too  large 
evacuations  of  fome  kind  or  other :  2aly, 
By  long  difeafes :  3dly,  By  drinking  too 
many  fpirituous  liquors,  or  too  much  water 
when  men  have  been  accuftomed  to  flronger 
drink.  From  what  has  been  already  faid  in 
this  chapter,  it  is  apparent,  that  a  Dropfy 
will  as  certainly  be  caufed  by  too  thick 
blood,  as  that  which  is  too  thin ;  and  that 
it  is  frequently  found  fo  in  dropfical  perfons. 
By  the  fequel  alio  it  will,  I  hope,  appear, 
that  a  fuppreffion  of  the  piles,  menfes.,  or 
any  other  ufual  evacuation,  will  as  foon 
caufe  a  Dropfy,  as  too  great  a  difcharge  of 
them®  From  the  nature  oi  fpirituous  li¬ 
quors. 
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quors,  which  always  harden  flefhy  fibres, 
and  from  experience,  we  are  allured,  that  the 
two  frequent  ufe  of  them  muft  deflroy  the 
tone  of  the  ftomach  and  bowels ;  from 
•whence  a  vifcid  fizy  chyle  and  blood  muft 
be  expciled.  Bellini’s  theory,  and  every 
day’s  experience  make  it  plain,  that  after  all 
inflammatory  fevers,  the  fmall-pox,  gout, 
rheumatifm,  &c.  the  blood  and  juices  be- 
come  fo  thick  and  fizy,  that  frequently  a 
ftagnation  is  caufed,  obftrudions  formed, 
and  eruptions  break  out  in  fome  part  or 
other  of  the  body j  fo  that  bleeding  after  Bleeding 
fuch  kinds  of  diforders  is  equally  necefiary 
as  at  the  beginning.  For  want  of  this  eva- 

lory 

cuation  after  the  meafles  and  fmall-pox,  tempers, 
how  many  perfons  have  fallen  into  an  atro¬ 
phy,  or  died  of  a  marafmus  ?  Whenever 
the  greateft  phyfician  writes  a  theory  of  any 
difeafe,  it  fhould  be  done  with  the  utmoft 
caution,  and  founded  upon  a  long  feries  of 
experiments  and  obfervations.  Wherever 
thefe  are  wanting,  all  theory  in  phyfic  is  to 
be  fufpefted,  A  man  may  better  write  phi- 
jofophy,  as  Des  Cartes  did,  by  imagination, 
without  any  regard  to  nature,  than  phyfic 
without  fails ;  becaufe  an  error  in  the  for¬ 
mer  cafe  can  never  be  of  fuch  ill  confequence 

I  3  as 
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as  the  1  ofs  of  a  man’s  life  niay  be,  by  a  mif- 
takc  in  the  latter.  Dr.  Sydenham’s  error 
in  the  the  theory  cf  the  Dropfy,  I  fear,  has 
been  the  death  of  many  a  perfon ;  but  what 
has  been  already  faid,  and  what  will  here¬ 
after  follow  in  this  difcourfe,  will,  I  hope, 
give  mankind  a  better  idea  of  the  nature  of 
this  great  and  terrible  diflemper. 

Dr.  Ch.  Prefton  gives  us  a  fliort,  but 
very  fatisfaclory  account  of  the  nature  of  a 
Dropfy,  where  (r)  he  fays,  the  true  caufe 
of  a  Dropfy  muft  be  either  from  the  me¬ 
chanic  ftru&ure  of  the  parts,  or  the  indifpo- 
fition  of  the  bloody  The  fibres  and  pores 
of  the  veffels  or  veficulse,  which  are  be¬ 
tween  the  arteries  and  veins,  may  be  either 
relaxed,  or  compreffed,  and  the  blood  may¬ 
be  either  too  thin,  or  too  vifcid.  If  too 
thin,  it  pafies  eafily  through  the  pores  of 
the  veficulae;  and  if  too  thick  and  vifcid,  it 
cannot  pafs  through  the  capillary  veffels,  but 
compreffes  the  adjacent  parts,  and  fo  forms 
obftrudtions. 

Dr.  Pitcairn  fays,  a  Dropfy  may  arife 
from  any  of  thefe  four  caufes  :  iff.  The 
blood  may  be  too  vifcid  for  the  ferous  parts 
to  flow  through  the  urinary,  or  cutaneous 

pad ages  ; 

(r)  Philcf.  Tranf.  abdd.  vol.  3.  p.  142. 
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paflag.es :  2d,  The  veflels  may  be  flraitened, 
from  fome  caufe  comprefling  or  flopping 
them,  as  ftone  in  the  kidneys,  &c.  3d,  The 
motion  of  the  blood  may  be  too  languid 
from  evacuations  of  it  by  phlebotomy,  &c. 

4th,  Becaufe  fome  ufual  evacuations,  or  paf- 
fages,  are  either  fupprefled,  or  compreiied, 
whence  the  lymphatics  muft  neceffarily 
burft. 

In  putting  a  flop  to  any  ufual  evacuation, 
great  caution  ought  to  be  ufed  for  fear  the 
remedy  fhould  prove  worfe  than  the  difeafe;  to  be 
Our  great  mafter  Hippocrates  fays  exprefsly, 
that  when  the  bleeding  piles  have  been  of  a 
long  Handing,  they  fhould  not  all  be  flopped 
at  a  time  ;  but  that  one  fhould  be  kept 
open.  Every  good  furgeon  knows,  that  it 
is  not  only  troublefome,  but  very  danger¬ 
ous,  to  dry  up  old  ulcers  fuddenly.  Dr, 
Willis  fays,  he  knew  an  anafarca  come  from  * 
an  itch  ill  cured ;  and  another,  from  the  un¬ 
timely  drying  up  an  iflue,  which  had  been 
made  a  great  many  years  before :  and  Dr. 
Strother  is  pofltive,  that  the  over-neatriefs  of 
a  nurfe  in  drying  up  the  humour  difchargcd 
from  behind  the  ears  of  young  children* 
has  often  hurried  them  to  their  graves, 

I  4  Etmiilkr 
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Etmuller  enumerates  thefe  eight  caufes  oF 
a  Dropfy :  iH,  Intermitting  fevers;  2d* 
Aflhma ;  3d,  The  fault  of  the  kidneys  ;  4th, 
The  fault  of  fome  of  the  more  noble  vifcera, 
fpleen,  mefentery,  womb,  &c.  5th,  Jaun^ 
dice,  and  other  obflru&ions  ^  6th*  Reten** 
tion,  or  too  great  lofs  of  blood  ;  yth,  Fluxes 
of  all  kinds  1  8th,  Too  much  drink,  as  cold 
water,  tippling  ftrong  liquors,  brandy,  &c, 

Eoerhaave,  in  his  one  thoufand  two  hun-» 
dred  and  twenty-ninth  aphorifm,  makes 
them  ten,  viz.  ifl,  An  hereditary  difpofition 
2d,  Too  much  cold  water  drank  of  a  fud- 
den,,  which  is,  not  difcharged  by  vomit, 
ftool,  fweat,  or  urine  ;  3d,  Acute  difeafes.^ 
4th,  A  bloody  flux,  of  long  Handing;  5th, 
Tong  obftrudions  of  the  vifcera,  a  fchirrus, 
of  the  liver,  fpleen,  pancreas,  mefentery* 
kidneys,  womb,  and  intefimes ;  6th,  Jaun¬ 
dice,  quartan  ague  of  long  Handing,  lien- 
tery,  diarrhea,  dyfentery,  empyema,  has- 
mcptcp,  and  gout;  yth.  Too  great  evactH 
ations,  efpecially  of  arterial  blood ;  8th, 
Drinking  (harp,  fermented  liquors ;  9th* 
Tough  and  hard  food;  10th,  Hydatides* 
and  fuch  like,  as  melancholy,  fcurvy* 
fee. 


Dr. 
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Dr.  Willis  fays,  a  Dropfy  may  be  caufed, 
ift,  By  the  blood’s  being  too  thick  and  vif- 
cid,  or  too  thin  ;  2d,  By  the  ladteals  being 
obftru&ed  or  burft  ;  3d,  By  a  fault  of  the 
lymphatics. 

Van  Helmont  will  have  a  fault  of  the 
urinary  paflages  to  be  the  only  caufe  of  this 
diforder  ;  for  he  fays,  no  man,  whofe  urine 
pafies  freely,  will  ever  become  dropficab 
The  want  of  this  neceflary  evacuation,  I 
own,  does  fometimes  caufe,  and  always 
very  greatly  increafes,  a  Dropfy  ;  but  there 
are  many  infiances  to  be  met  with,  of  peo¬ 
ple  that  have  laboured  under  this  di  (temper, 
and  have  no  deficiency  of  this  kind ;  as  may 
be  feen  above. 

Many  of  the  antients  thought,  that  all 
Dropfies  proceeded  either  from  a  fault  in  the 
fpleen  or  liver;  but  this  mifiake  I  have  taken 
notice  of  already,  Al.  Trallian  fays,  a 
Dropfy  may  be  caufed  in  the  fpleen,  colon, 
mefentery,  womb,  loins,  and  bladder,  by 
too  great  a  flux,  or  retention  of  the  menfes, 
and  by  a  coldnefs  on  the  lungs,  as  alfo  in 
the  diaphragm,  and  in  many  other  parts  of 
the  body.  Aretseus  fays,  that  large  draughts 
of  cold  water,  windy  food,  indigeftion,  and 
bupreftis,  oqcafion  this  diforder :  and  to  thefe 
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P.  /Egineta  adds,  a  hardnefs,  or  fcirrh'us, 
about  the  fpleen  and  liver,  long  fluxes  of  the 
bowels,  long  fevers,  a  fupprefiion  of  the 
haemorhoids  and  catamenia,  an  afthma,  want 
-  of  fleep,  and  the  like.  C.  Aurelianus  thus 
enumerates  the  fecondary  caufes  of  aDropfy, 
viz,  a  cachexy,  long  fevers,  feirrhus  of  the 
liver,  fpleen,  ftomach,  womb,  and  perito¬ 
naeum  ;  a  dyfpnaea,  windinefs  of  the  fto^ 
mach  and  colon,  a  continued  loofenefs,  a 
dyfentery  of  long  ftanding,  a  retention  of 
the  menfes,  a  fudden  and  unfeafonable  flop-* 
ping  of  the  piles,  long  fading,  too  much 
drinking  of  water,  efpecially  that  which  is 
fait,  the  taking  too  many  medicines,  and  the 
like. 

When  Dropfies  are  the  confequence  of 
acute  diflempers,  they  are  always  more  or 
lefs  dangerous,  according  to  the  degree  of 
weaknefs  caufed  by  the  original  difor- 
der.  Hippocrates  ( s )  thought  the  feat  of 
all  thefe  kinds  of  Dropfies  was  either  in  the 
lower  belly,  or  liver ;  but  though  his  prog-^ 
jioftic  is  allowed  to  be  good,  yet  his  theory 
muft  certainly  be  erroneous,  fince  acute 
diforders  will  fix  upon  any  part  of  the  body. 

In 

(0  Goac.  Hh.  2.  fe£l.  a.  aphor,  2&« 
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In  the  former  ft)  of  there  cafes,  accordin'* 
to  him,  the  feet  fwell,  and  diarrhoeas  fol¬ 
low,  which  continue  for  a  long  time,  but 
neither  leffen  the  fwelling  of  the  belly,  nor 
the  pain  ,  but  in  the  latter,  the  feet  fwell* 
the  excrements  are  hard,  there  is  an  incli¬ 
nation  to  cough,  and  the  belly  fwell s  Tome- 
times  on  one  fide,  fometimes  on  the  other* 
and  fometimes  falls  again. 

After  long  fweatings  the  legs  begin  to 
fwell,  and  a  Dropfy  enfues  f uj .  This  is 
frequently  fo  in  a  confumption ;  fo  that 
whenever  the  legs  fwell  in  this  cafe,  the 
patient  is  generally  thought  to  be  pail  reco¬ 
very.  The  fame  likewife  happens  when 
the  pores  of  the  (kin  have  been  long  ob- 
ftrufted.  A  young  gentleman  near  Leyden 
(v)9  by  being  often  out  at  nights,  ip  Tar 
gazing,  at  length  had  the  pores  of  the  fkin 
fo  totally  obltrufted,  that  when  he  had  worn 
a  fhirt  five  or  fix  weeks,  it  would  be  as 
white  as  if  he  had  worn  it  but  one  day. 
This  brought  him  into  a  Dropfy,  which  was 
after  fome  time  perfectly  cured.  Dyfente- 
Ties,  diarrhoeas,  and  tertian  agues  of  long- 

continuance, 

(t)  Ibid.  Aphor.  27,  28. 

(u)  Hippocr.  de  Flat,  p,  299. 

( V )  Philof.  Tranf.  abrid,  vd  3.  p. 
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continuance,  and  the  voiding  much  blood 
upwards  and  downwards,  difpofe  men  to 
Dropfies,  according  to  Hippocrates.  Sple¬ 
netic  perfons,  that  are  afflidted  with  a  dyfen- 
tery,  die  of  a  Dropfy  or  lientery  (w).  In 
bilious  conftitutions,  when  the  ftools  are  un¬ 
certain,  fmall,  white,  mucofe,  caufing  pain 
bel  ow  the  navel,  and  when  the  urine  is  not 
made  freely,  a  Dropfy  rnufi  be  the  confe- 
iequence.  Hoffman  fhews  how  a  retention 
of  gouty  matter  caufes  an  afthma,  or  fhort- 
4iefs  of  breath,  then  coflivenefs,  and  fo  a 
Dropfy;  and  the  fame  may  doubtlefs  be  faid 
of  that  matter  which  caufes  the  fcurvy,  or 
any  other  chronical  diforder,  which  often 
end  in  this  diftemper  (#). 

I  have  often  known  Dropfies  come  from 
falls,  or  over-firaining  the  body  in  lifting  up 
heavy  burthens.  This  is  a  common  cafe 
among  the  poorer  fort,  and  has  been  before 
obferved  by  Bartholine. 

Before  I  take  my  leave  of  this  head,  it 
may  be  proper  to  fay  a  little  concerning  the 
way  to  prevent  a  Dropfy  coming  upon  us. 
How  fmall  a  quantity  of  meat  and  drink 
will  fatisfy  nature,  may  be  learnt  by  the 

lives 

(w)  Hippocr.  aph.  43,  fe&,  6. 

(x)  Hcffm,,  ConfuJt.  vol.  2.  p.  307, 
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lives  of  Cornaro,  a  nobleman  of  Venice,, 
and  that  of  Dr.  John  Barwick,  a  divine  of 
our  own  country.  The  former  (y),  by  re¬ 
gularity  in  diet,  preferved  an  exceeding  weak 
conditution  to  a  good  old  age,  one  egg  at 
lad  being  fufficient  for  two  meals :  and  the 
latter  (#),  being  an  implacable  enemy  to 
Oliver  Cromwell  and  his  adminidration, 
was  by  them  thrown  into  prifon  ;  where, 
being  forced  to  live  upon  bread  and  fpring 
water,  he  miraculoufly  recovered  of  a  con- 
fumption,  when  his  cafe  before  had  been 
given  up  for  loft  by  his  phydcians.  From 
thefe,  and  many  fuch  like  indances  that  of¬ 
ten  happen,  I  think  we  may  very  fafely 
conclude,  that  there  are  but  few  perfons 
in  this  nation  who  do  not  eat  and  drink 
every  day,  whilft  in  health,  much  more 
than  is  required  to  keep  the  machine  ,in 
motion,  or  to  fupport  nature  5  by  this  means 
the  blood-veflels,  lymphatics,  and  othe& 
conduits  of  our  bodies  mud  condantly 
be  upon  the  dretch,  and  upon  every  little 
accident  mud  be  in  danger  of  being  broken. 
This  mud  always  have  been  the  cafe,  had 

not 
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(y)  See  Cornaro  on  hedth. 
psp  Vita  Joh.  Warwick,  p.  82,  &C* 
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not  Providence  furnifhed  us  with  fo  many 
ways  to  difcharge  the  fnperftuous  parts  of 
the  ineefta.  The  liver  and  all  the  glands  of 
the  body,  the  inteftines,  kidneys,  and  pores 
of  the  fkin,  are  all  ready  to  aflift  in  carrying 
off  this  fuperfiuity.  The  hr  ft  of  thefe  is  fo 
-very  ufeful  upon  this  account,  that,  next  to 
the  heart,  brain  and  lungs,  I  think  it  ought 
to  he  efteemed  the  moft  neceffary  organ  of 
jife,  and  confequently  that  obftrudions  here 
formed  are  exceeding  dangerous.  Dr* 
Cheyne  (a)  is  well  Satisfied  that  this  is  the 
principal  ufe  of  the  liver  5,  that  all  dire  and 
horrible  hyfterics,  eprlepfies,  apoplexies* 
manias,  chdlics,  fcurvies,  jaundice,  and 
hot  ulcers,  &c.  have  from  hence  their  ori-^ 
gin  ;  and  that  no  full  feeder  was  ever  opened* 
in  whole  liver  there  was  not  found  feme  grofs 
Fault  or  im  perfection.  To  prevent  obft  ruc¬ 
tions  then  in  this  and  every  other  part  of 
the  body*  nothing  can  be  more  neceffary 
than  temperance,  and  a  ftritt  regularity  in 
the  non-naturals.  The  conftant  tippling  of 
fpirituous  liquors  late  at  night,  and  whet¬ 
ting  in  a  morning,  are  pernicious  cuftoms, 
which  every  man  that  is  defirous  of  life, 
ought  by  all  means  paffible  carefully  to 

avoid. 


(a)  En&lifh  Malady,-  p.  185. 
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avoid.  Rich  food  and  high  fauces  are  no 
lefs  detrimental  to  our  conftitutions ;  and  fo 
is  every  other  thing  that  increafes  the  cir¬ 
culation  of  our  blood  j  for  it  has  been  de~ 
monftrated  ( h )  that  the  length  of  our  lives 
is  reciprocally  proportioned  to  the  quicknefs 
of  our  pulfes.  The  changing  day  into 
night,  and  night  into  day,  a  thing  too  com¬ 
mon  among  the  great  ones,  is  a  euftom 
vaftly  deftrudlive  of  health.  Almoffc  all 
creatures,  except  fome  carnivorous  and  do- 
medic  animals,  go  to  bed  and  rife  with  the 
fun,  whofe  light  and  heat  gives  life  and  vi¬ 
gour  to  each  part  of  the  creation.  Not 
only  the  time  of  lying  in  bed,  but  the  po¬ 
rtion  of  . our  bodies  there,  fhould  exactly 
be  obferved  by  thole  who  are  deiirous  to 
prolong  their  lives  to  the  uttnoft.  Too  long 
a  confinement  to  bed  weakens,  and  fitting 
up  late  at  nights  deflroys  the  appetite,  makes 
the  legs  fwell,  and  does  injury  to  the  con- 
ftitution.  Dr.  Lower  fcj  allures  us,  that 
perfons  of  a  cold  conditution  fhould  neither 
lye  with  their  feet  nor  heads  too  low  in  bed  j 
for  in  the  former  cafe,  they  can  neither  be 
warm,  nor  fall  afleeps  and  in  the  latter,  the 

face 

(b)  Barry  on  Ccnfumptions,  p.  91* 

(c)  De  Corde,  p.  133. 
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face  is  apt  to  fwell  next  morning*  the  eyes 
are  blood-fhot,  the  head  aches,  and  there  is 
a  noifeinthe  ears,  &c.  Mr.  Hales  (d)  alfo 
propofes  lying  in  a  reclining  pofture,  as  fol- 
diers  do  in  barracks,  to  prevent  the  ftone  and 
gravel.  To  thefe  inconveniencies  let  me 
add,  that  upon  lying  too  low  with  our  heads, 
there  is  not  a  due  evacuation  of  urine ;  for  by 
this  means  the  weight  of  water  is  taken  off 
the  fphindter  of  the  bladder,  and  the  urine 
is  not  feparated  from  the  blood  in  due  quan¬ 
tities  ;  whence  Dropfies,  afthmas,  and  other 
diftempers  will  arife.  Every  man,  doubt- 
lefs,  muft  have  obferved,  that  when  the 
urine  has  been  thus  retained  in  the  night, 
upon  exercife  next  morning,  large  quantities 
have  been  difcharged,  though  little  or  no¬ 
thing  has  been  drank.  With  good  reafon  then 
Dr  Sydenham  advifes,  that  in  the  final  1-pox, 
where  there  is  a  fuppreffion  of  urine,  the  pa¬ 
tient  fhould  immediately  be  taken  out  of  the 
bed  and  placed  in  an  eredt  pofture,  for  by 
this  means  thefe  complaints  will  fooner  be 
removed  than  by  the  moft  coftly  medicines. 
From  the  fame  way  of  reafoning,  Dr.  Lower 
advifes  thofe  that  drink  hard  not  to  go  to  bed 
till  they  have  difcharged  by  urine  the  great- 

eft 


(d)  Vol.  i.  p  229. 
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eft  part  of  what  they  have  drank  •  and  Fays, 
lie  knew  a  hard  drinker,  who  by  this  means 
lived  to  a  good  old  age,  without  being  af¬ 
flicted  with  any  confiderable  diftemper.  It 
is  equally  pernicious  to  eat  late  fuppers,  and 
go  to  bed  with  the  ftomach  loaded  with 
ftrong  food,  and  fuch  as  abounds  with 
muriatic  falts.  If  perlons,  notwithftanding 
\vhat  has  been  here  faid,  will  ftill  indulge 
themfelvesin  eating  and  drinking  to  excefs  * 
the  next  day  exercife  is  abfolutely  neceffary 
to  carry  off  the  load,  to  bring  the  body  to 
the  ufual  ftandard  of  health,  and  prevent 
Dropfles  and  other  diftempers,  whereof 
death  mu  ft  inevitably  be  the  confequence* 
But  of  this  enough* 
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Of  the  Signs  of  a  Dropfy > 

A  feel-  T  Have  already  demonftrated  that  there  can 
ling,  the  J|_  be  no  effential  fign  or  fymptom  of  a 
fignofa6  Dropfy,  hut  the  fwelling  of  the  part  af- 
Dfopi'y.  pe<3-ecj.  Our  bodies  are  fubjedt  to  fo  many 

kinds  of  tumors,  that  at  their  firft  coming  it 
is  fometimes  exceeding  difficult  to  difcover 
which  is  dropfical.  In  the  fair -fex  gravida- 
tion  often  has,  and  mull  again  be  miftaken 
for  a  Dropfy  by  the  belt  phyficians.  Fat 
has  fometimes  deceived  the  judicious,  and 
when  a  Dropfy  has  been  attended  with  much 
pain,  it  has  often  been  taken  for  very  diffe¬ 
rent  diforders  :  in  the  belly  for  cholic,  in 
the  bread;  for  an  afthma,  in  the  head  for 
cephalalgia,  &c.  The  lymphatic  veffels, 
like  many  other  parts  of  the  body,  are 
not  equally  fufceptible  of  pain ;  fo  that 
we  often  are  miftaken  in  this  diforder,  and 
frequently  apprehend  no  danger,  till  the 

breach  is  too  wide  to  be  repaired.  This 

then 


then  being  the  true  (late  of  the  cafe,  it  is 
evident,  that  all  the  figns  given  us,  by  the 
very  befi:  authors,  will  afford  us  little  or  no 
help  at  the  beginning  of  a  Dropfy  ;  but 
they  may,  however,  fornetimes  be  fervice- 
able  before  the  conftitution  is  quite  de« 
ftroyed.  This  I  defire  may  be  remembered 
throughout  this  whole  chapter. 

The  general  figns  of  a  Dropfy,  fays  Are- 
tarns,  are  a  pale  complexion,  dyfpna&a,  and 
a  cough  fornetimes.  Dropfical  perfons  are 
heavy  and  unwilling  to  move;  have  no  fio- 
mach,  and  if  they  eat,  though  it  be  little, 
and  not  windy,  yet  they  are  filled  and  puffed 
up,  as  if  they  had  eaten  a  great  deal :  they 
never  fweat,  not  even  in  bathing  :  their  veins 
on  the  backs  of  their  hands,  and  upon  their 
bellies,  arefwelled,  and  of  a  blackifh  colour: 
their  fleeps  are  troublefome,  long  in  com¬ 
ing,  and  fhort :  they  are  fainty,  and  talk  lit-® 
tie,  but  patient,  and  defirous  of  life. 

According  to  C.  Aurelianus,  the  general 
figns  of  a  Dropfy  are,  a  fwelling,  difficulty 
of  motion,  breathing,  and  fleeping,  efpeci- 
cially  after  eating  5  thirft,  little  urine,  loath¬ 
ing  of  food ;  veficulce,  or  iittle  bladders 

of  water;  puftules;  and  wounds  hard  to  be 
cured, 
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Thofe  that  fall  into  a  Dropfy  from  grief 
have  hard  dools,  with  a  mucofe  matter,  and 
had  urine.  They  are  dwelled  in  the  hypo¬ 
chondria  ;  have  pain  in  the  belly  and  mufcles 
of  the  back  5  fevers,  third:,  dry  coughs, 
fhortnefs  of  breath,  efpecially  upon  motion. 
Heavinefs  of  the  legs,  lofs  of  appetite,  and 
fulnefs  after  eating,  though  but  little,  are 
condant  attendants  upon  this  diibrder,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Hippocrates  ( e ). 

Dr.  Sydenham  cuts  the  matter  Abort  when 
he  allures  us,  there  are  only  three  figns  ef- 
fential  to  a  Dropfy ;  viz.  fhortnefs  of  breath, 
fupprcffion  of  urine,  and  intenfe  third:.  For 
the  truth,  of  this,  let  the  foregoing  hiftories 
and  obfervations  be  confulted.  Dr.  Leigh 
f f)  pofitively  affirms,  that  in  his  courfe  of 
practice,  he  had  met  with  feveral  dropfical 
perfons,  who  through  the  whole  courfe  of 
the  !difeafe  had  retained  a  very  good  digel- 
tion,  and  whole  urine  both  in  quantity  and 
quality  had  been  agreeable  enough.  Third:, 
however,  being  one  of  the  molt  condant 
and  troublefome  companions  that  attend 

upon 

(e) .  Ccac.  Praenot.  feci.  2. 

(f)  Dr.  Leigh's  Nat.  Hid.  of  Chefhire,  kc.  b.  2, 
p.  69. 
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upon  a  Dropfy,  I  fhall  endeavour  to  {hew 
from  whence  it  is  pofiible  to  arife. 

1.  Mr.  Chefelden,  in  his  anatomy,  af~ 
fures  us,  that  about  fix  ounces  of  laliva  may 
poffibly  be  feparated  by  the  glands  about  the 
mouth  after  every  meal  :  if  fo,  when  either 
the  j  uices  become  vifcid,  or  the  lymph,  by 
a  didention  or  rupture  of  its  veffels,  is  dis¬ 
charged  in  too  great  a  quantity  upon  any 
other  part  of  the  body,  lefs  of  it  mud  be 
difcharged  by  the  falival  glands  than  was 
in  a  healthy  hate ;  and  confequently,  the 
mouth  and  parts  adjacent  mull:  become  hot, 
dry  and  parched,  and  great  third:  mud  fol¬ 
low,  from  a  bare  deficiency  of  this  necefiary 
fluid.  Thus  it  always  is  in  fevers,  and  thus 
it  fometimes  is  in  Dropfies  (g). 

2.  Etmuller  fays,  that  the  third-,  in 
dropfical,  cachediic  and  fcorbutic  bodies, 
arifes  from  too  great  a  quantity  of  fait  in  the 

t 

faliva  of  fuch  perfons.  W as  this  the  cafe,  the 
more  faliva  palled  through  the  mouth,  the 
more  intenfe  the  third  mud  be  ;  but  this  we 
find  by  experience  to  be  diredtly  contrary  to 
truth  ;  for  upon  fqueezing  the  falival  glands 
by  chambling  a  done,  or  any  hard  thing, 

K  3  with- 


i .  From 

want  of 
faliva. 


2 .  From 
too  much 
ialt. 


( g )  Sec  Morgan’s  Meehan.  Practice  of  Phyfic, 
jo8. 
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without  any  other  moidure  than  from  thefe 
glands,  third:  in  thefe  cafes  will  frequently 
be  leffened,  if  not  entirely  taken  away, 

3.  The  great  Boerhaave  (A),  and  o.thersr 
(/),  have  demonflratively  proved,  that  there 
are  no  fixed  acid  or  alkalious  falts  contained 
either  in  the  blood  or  juices  of  a  human 
body,  whilfl  in  a  healthful  ftate ;  but 
that,  by  ftagnation  and  heat,  the  falts  may 
become  volatile,  and  of  fiery  alkalious  na¬ 
ture.  In  the  beginning  of  a  Dropfy  there 
is  generally  little  or  no  third:,  or  fuch  at 
lead  as  can  very  eafily  be  borne  by  the  af¬ 
flicted,  Upon  the  hording  of  the  lympha¬ 
tics,  the  extrav-afated  fluid  becomes  corrofive, 
and  dedroys  the  parts  adjacent ;  from  whence 
proceed  pain,  fever,  heat,  third,  redlefs- 
nefs,  and  many  other  terrible  fymptoms. 
But  to  return. 

The  Dropfy  is  a  fore  dileafe,  of  which  few 
recover  (i) ;  and  that  which  comes  after 
acute  diforders  is  very  rarely  cured  (/).  An 
hereditary  Dropfy  is  often  too  hard  for  the 
mod  powerful  medicines.  Thofe  only  can 
be  recoved  from  this  difeafe,  whofe  vifcera 
are  found  and  drong ;  who  can  eafily  digeft 
'  their 

(h)  Chemia,  veL  2.  process  92. 

(i)  Phil.  Tr2nf.  abr,  vol.  3.  p.  3 3 r .  (k)  Aretasus* 

(I)  Hippoc.  Prsenot,  81.  C.  Celf.  p,  J2. 
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their  food,  breathe  freely,  are  without  pain, 
are  of  an  equal  heat  all  over  their  bodies, 
and  are  not  fallen  away  in  the  extreme  parts ; 
for  thefe  parts  had  better  fwcll  than  emaci¬ 
ate  :  the  belly  and  extremities  ihould  be 
foft ;  there  fhould  be  neither  cough  nor 
thirft,  and  the  tongue  fhould  not  be  dry  at 
any  time,  efpecially  after  deep :  this  feldom 
happens.  They  fhould  eat  with  pleafure, 
and  after  a  fuller  meal  than  ordinary  fhould 
not  be  uneafy.  The  belly  fhould  eafily  be 
moved  by  medicines,  and  the  natural  ftools 
fhould  be  foft  and  figured.  The  urine 
fhould  be  in  proportion  to  the  meat  and 
drink.  They  fhould  bear  fatigue  ;  and  in 
fhort,  the  whole  man  fhould  be  in  all  refpebts 
as  if  there  was  no  danger,  or  but  little  ;  for 
where  no  good  fymptoms  appear,  there  can 
be  no  hopes  of  recovery ;  and  where 
they  are  but  few,  the  hopes  can  be  but 
fin  all  (m). 

When  we  undertake  the  cure  of  an  A f- 
cites,  it  is  proper  to  meafure  the  belly  every 
day,  and  alfo  the  drink  and  urine.  If  the 
belly  increafes,  and  the  quantity  of  urine 
grows  lefs,  there  can  be  but  little  hopes  of 

K  4  recovery  ; 

(m)  Hippoc,  Prsedidh  lib.  2,  p,  89.  C.  Celfus* 
lib.  2.  c. 


The  bel¬ 
ly,  drink 
and  urine 
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recovery  ;  but  if  that  falls,  and  this  m-% 
creafes,  provided  the  ftrength  and  appetil© 
keep  up,  we  may  be  in  hopes  of  fiio 

cefs  [?z)a 

Dropfics  The  Dropfy  is  a  chronical  diftemper,  not 
cured  only  unpleafant  to  behold,  but  very  difficult 
to  cure.  Few  recover  of  it  but  by  good 
fortune,  which  is  more  owing  to  Providence 
than  art  (0), 

All  Dropfies  are  hard  to  be  cured ;  but 

thofe  which  come  from  ftones  are  more  fo* 

than  thofe  from  hardnefs.  Thofe  from  a 

dyfentery,  or  cholic,  are  worfe  than  thofe 

from  too  much  drink  ;  and  thofe  of  the 

liver  are  more  dangerous  than  thofe  of  the 

fpleen.  Women  are  cured  with  more  diffi- 
* 

culty  than  men ;  and  children  with  more 
eaie,  than  either  young  men  or  old  (p)% 

Sir  Theod.  Mayerne  fqj  obferves,  that 
thofe  who  are  fubjedl  to  diforders  of  the 
parts  neceffary  to  refpiration,  as  the  lungs, 
for  the  mod  part  fall  into  Dropfies  of 
the  breaft,  and  at  length,  after  great  unea- 
finefs,  are  fuffocated* 

■  ... .  /  Ijt 

(*)  C.  Celfus,  p.  163,  (0)  Aretasus. 

[pj  C.  Aurelianus.  (q)  Prax.  Med.  p,  1 2j, 
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In  a  Dropfy,  attended  with  a  fever,  if 
the  urine  be  thick,  and  fmall  in  quantity, 
it  is  mortal,  according  to  Hippocrates  frj  : 
and  hence,  I  fuppofe.  Dr,  Willis  (s J  allures 
us,  that  if  the  urine  in  an  Afcites  be  red, 
lixivious,-and  little  in  quantity,  there  is  great 
danger  ;  and  then  gives  a  folution  of  the 
phtenomenon  according  to  his  particular 
way  of  philofophifing  ;  which  not  being  fa~ 
tisfa&ory  to  me,  I  forbear  to  tranferibe, 
iEtius,  Oribafius,  and  others,  have  ob- 
ferved,  that  a  cough,  coming  after  an  ana- 
farca  is  begun,  generally  proves  a  mortal 
fymptom.  The  reafon,  I  think,  is  obvious, 
fincc  in  this  cafe  the  hydropic  humour  mull 
be  fixed  upon  the  lungs,  or  lodge  upon  the 
diaphragm. 

Aloofenefs  at  the  beginning  of  a  Drop fy, 
if  without  lofs  of  appetite,  cures  it;  but 
the  falling  ficknefs  here  leaves  no  hopes  ft). 
If  when  the  liver  is  filled  with  water,  it 
burfls  through  the  omentum  into  the  abdo¬ 
men,  the  belly  fills,  and  the  fick  die  fuj. 
Spots  and  fores  upon  the  legs  of  dropfical 

perfons, 

(r)  Hippoc.  Coze.  Praenot.  feA.  2.  p.  190. 

(s)  Th.  Willis,  ep.  Med.  p.  270. 

(t)  IJip.  Coac.  Praenot.  p,  igi,  aphor.  jo.  7. 

( u)  Hippocr.  aphor.  35.  7. 
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perfons,  whether  red  or  purple,  I  have  of¬ 
ten  obferved  to  be  a  mortal  fymptom:  fo 
did  Hippocrates,  long  lince,  in  the  cafes  of 
Bion  and  Ctefiphon  (l»). 

Poor  people  are  more  eafily  cured  of 
Drop  lies  than  the  rich  j  and  yet  thefe  arc 
not  to  be  cured  without  temperance.  A 
difcipie  of  Chryfippus  told  king  Antigonus, 
that  a  friend  of  his,  who  was  noted  for  in¬ 
temperance,  could  not  be  cured  of  this  dif- 
temper ;  and  fo  it  happened :  for  though 
both  the  king  and  the  phyfician  attended 
him,  yet  he  deftroyed  himfelf  by  eating  and 
drinking  (w). 

In  a  Dropfy,  if  the  colour  of  the  face 
changes  of  a  fudden  from  red  and  florid,  to 
a  dank  lead  colour,  the  patient  will  die  in  a 
few  days,  or  a  month  at  fartheft  (xj. 

Bleeding  at  the  nofe,  or  elfewhere,  I  have 
often  obferved  to  be  a  mortal  fymptom  in 
this  diforder  :  fo  it  was  in  the  captain  above, 
and  in  a  man  who  bled  fpontaneoufly  at 
the  arm  (y).  After  a  Dropfy  has  been 
carried  off  (by  medicines  I  fuppofe)  our 

countrymans 

(v)  Be  Morb.  Popularib.  lib.  7. 

(vj)  C.  Celfus. 

(x)  Baglivi  Prax.  Med.  p,  127. 

(y)  Heekfteter  Obf.  Med.  cap.  7.  decad. 
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countryman,  John  de  Gadefden  (y )  fays,  if 
blood  appears  in  the  ftools,  it  is  a  mortal 
fymptom. 

Dropfical  perfons  are  often  fubjedt  to  the  Falling 
falling  ficknefs,  loofeneffes,  and  other  ill  ficknels* 
fymptoms  (z). 

In  the  jaundice,  when  there  are  frequent  jaundice 
ftools,  but  fmall,  flimy,  and  mucofe,  with 
pain  about  the  liver,  and  urine  thick  and 
made  with  difficulty,  a  Dropfy  is  generally 
the  confequence  ( a) . 

If  a  Dropfy  has  been  cured  by  medicines,  Reia  fc. 
and  returns  again,  the  cafe  is  defperate  ( b ). 

In  a  word,  the  danger  of  all  Dropfies 
muft  be  greater  or  lefs  according  to  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  part  where  it  is  feated,  the  time 
it  has  continued,  the  damage  done  to  the 
lymphatics  and  the  other  vifcera,  Thofe 
that  arife  from  a  diftention  of  the  lympha¬ 
tics  are  moft  eafily  cured.  If  the  lymph 
only  oozes  out,  the  danger  cannot  be  fo 
great,  as  where  the  veffels  are  burft ;  and 
fuppofing  a  rupture  of  them,  the  danger 
muft  ftill  be  proportioned  to  the  number  of 
thofe  that  fuffer. 

Boerhaave, 


(y)  Rof.  Anglic,  p.  57.  3.  fz)  Hippocr.  aphor.  30, 
(a)  Ibid,  aphor.  31.  (b)  Ibid,  aphor.  36, 
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Boerhaave,  in  his  aphorifms,  tells  us, 
that  a  Dropfyof  the  head  (c)  is  of  different 
kinds  y  for  the  water  may  be  contained*  ift. 
Between  the  external  teguments :  2d*  Be¬ 
tween  them  and  the  cranium  :  3d,  Between 

this  and  the  membranes  of  the  brain  :  4th, 
Between  thefe  membranes  and  their  duplica- 
tures  :  5th,  Between  thefe  and  the  cere¬ 
brum :  6th,  Between  the  foldings  of  the 
brain  :  7th,  In  the  cavities  of  it :  and  to 
thefe  I  may  add,  8th,  Between  the  tables 
of  thefkull :  and  9th,  In  the  very  fubftance 
of  the  brain  itlelf,  as  may  be  feen  in  the 
foregoing  hiftories  of  the  fecond  chapter. 

When  the  tumor  is  on  the  outfideof  the 
cranium,  it  is  eafily  diftinguifhed  by  its  co¬ 
lour,  foftnefs,  &c.  but  when  the  water  is 
lodged  in  any  part  within,,  it  is  not  eafily  to 
be  difcovered,  till  after  the  death  of  the  af¬ 
flicted.  A  palfy,  epilepfy,  gutta  ferena, 
&c.  are  fometimes  eaufed  by  water  in  the 
head;  and  many  perfons,  I  am  fatisfied,  have 
died  of  this  diforder,  when  it  has  not  once 
been  fufpefled  by  either  the  patient  or  phy- 
fician  {d).  Hippocrates,  however,  gives 

the 

1 

(c)  The  Greeks  call  this  diforder,  and 

tip okTxaov,  from  water,  and  the  head. 

(d)  Vide  Obf.  1.  lib.  1,  Nicol.  Chefneaa. 
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the  diagnodic  fymptoms  thus:  an  acute  pain 
in  the  head  and  temples ;  a  fhivering  and 
fever  now  and  then  ;  pain  about  the  eyes; 
and  dimnefs  of  fight.  Thefe  perfons  fre¬ 
quently  fee  things  double  ;  a  vertigo  and 
blindnefs  often  feizes  them  upon  riling,  and 
they  can  neither  bear  wind  nor  fun.  There 
is  a  noife  in  the  ears :  they  are  apt  to  dart 
upon  every  fuaden  found ;  and  they  vomit 
up  thin  phlegm,  and  fometimes  their  food  : 
the  fkin  of  the  head  is  contracted,  and 
wants  to  be  rubbed  fe). 

Many  authors  have  faid  a  great  deal  upon 
this  didemper,  but  With  how  much  fatisfac- 
tion  to  the  curious,  I  lhall  leave  to  others  to  de¬ 
termine,  and  only  refer  my  reader  totheplaces 
quoted  at  the  bottom  of  the  page,  where 
he  may  find  it  treated  of  more  at  large  (f)> 
When  there  is  a  collection  of  water  in  Tnt^ 

forest 

the  lungs,  or  bread,  a  fever  and  cough 
troubles  the  party  :  the  breath  is  £hort,  the 
feet  fwell,  the  nails  grow  crooked,  and  the 
fymptoms  are  the  fame  as  in  an  empyema, 

but 

[e)  Hippocr.  de  Mcrb.  jib.  2.  p.  466. 

(f)  ^ee  Wepfer  de  Morb.  Capitis',  Obf.  21,  &c* 

P.  jTginet.  lib.  6.  c.  3.  Etmull.  Op.  Med.  p,  417. 

L.  Mercat.  Concillior.  p,  271.  Morgan’s  Philof.  Prin¬ 
ciples  of"  Med.  p.  199.  Turner’s  Art  of  Surgery,  &c, 

J.  Schenk.  Obf,  Med. 
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but  not  fo  acute.  If  we  ufe  an  infuflon* 
fomentation,  or  fumigation,  and  no  qiattef 
follows,  water  is  within.  If  you  lay  your 
ear  to  the  fide  a  good  while  together,  the 
water  bubbles  like  vinegar  (g).  This  con-^ 
tinues  a-while,  and  then  it  falls  into  the 
belly,  when  the  patient  feems  to  be  freed 
from  this  diforder  ;  but  foon  after  the  belly 
is  inflamed,  and  he  fuffers  as  much,  or 
more,  than  he  did  before.  Some  fwell  in 
the  belly,  fcrotum,  and  face,  which  many 
think  proceeds  from  the  lower  belly  only. 
fh ).  To  thefe  Riverius  (i)  adds  a  fhortnefs 
of  breath  when  in  bed,  a  pain  in  one  of 
the  arms,  or  fhouiders,  and  a  palfy. 

The  motion  of  the  water  may  be  heard 
upon  turning  the  body  from  one  fide  to  the 
other  in  bed.  There  is  a  dry  cough,  and 
fhortnefs  of  breath,  efpecially  upon  going 
up  hill.  Third:,  redleffnefs,  palpitation  of 
the  heart,  an  intermitting  pulfe,  and  fre¬ 
quent  faintings,  are  the  mod  common 
fymptoms  of  this  difcafe  if). 

Pifo 

(g)  See  Willis,  p,  235. 

{b)  Hip.  de  Morb.  lib.  2..  p.  483.  de  AfFe&.  inter. 
P*  544- 

(i)  Op.  Med.  p.  255.  See  chap.  3.  prop.  6.  above. 

[k)  Willis  EtmulK  Berbet.  Chirurg.  p.  54. 
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Pifo  (/)  makes  only  three  fymptoms  of 
this  diforder  :  id,  The  found  of  the  water  - 
upon  turning  the  body  from  one  fide  to  the 
other :  2d,  A  difturbed  deep  at  going  to 
bed  :  3d,  A  palfy  of  the  fide  affeded.  Dr. 

Lower  (m)  fays,  that  a  young  gentleman, 
who  died  of  this  diforder,  could  only  deep 
when  he  lay  upon  his  belly  in  the  lad:  dages 
of  it. 

In  the  pe* 
ricardium. 

water  in  it,  the  fides  of  the  heart  cannot  be 
dilated  enough  to  receive  the  blood  that  is 
condantly  brought  to  it ;  fo  that  the  pulfe 
mud  be  leffened  by  degrees,  till  a  fyncope, 
and  at  length  death  itfelf,  follows.  It  is 
probable  that  this  .dileafe  fucceds  a  palpita¬ 
tion  rather  than  the  contrary,  becaufe  a 
palpitation  often  happens  to  perfons  in 
health  fnj. 

In  an  Afcites  the  belly  and  feet  fwell,  the  Intheab^ 
face,  arms,  and  other  parts  emaciate.  The 
tedicles  and  penis  are  enlarged,  and  the  lat¬ 
ter  becomes  crooked.  If  you  prefs  the 
belly  with  your  hand  it  yields  to  it,  for  the 
humour  goes  to  fome  other  part.  When 

the 

(I)  De  Coll.  Servf.  Obf.  57.  (m)  Ds  Corde, 

£♦  146.  (n)  Ibid,  p,  93,  94, 


When  the  pericardium  has  too  much 
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the  party  turns  himfelf  in  bed,  from  one 
fide  to  the  other,  the  humour  goes  to  the 
fide  he  lies  on,  and  oceafions  a  fwelling  and 
a  noife  that  may  be  heard.  If  you  make  an 
impreffion  with  your  fingers,  the  place  be- 
comes  hollow,  and  remains  fo  a  long 
tim  zfoj. 

Dr.  Sydenham  fays,  that  a  fwelling  about 
the  ankles,  which  goes  down  in  a  morning* 
but  pits  like  dough  at  night,  is  the  firft  fign  of 
this  diftemper.  This  is  far  from  being  true  $ 
for  there  are  Dropfies  formed  in  feveral 
parts  of  the  abdomen,  which  have  proved 
mortal,  and  yet  the  legs  have  never  once 
fwelled.  Befides,  women  with  child,  thofe 
that  want  their  catamenia,  old  men  after  a 
fit  of  the  afthma*  and  young  ones  after  fe¬ 
vers  and  other  long  fits  of  illnefs,  have  their 
legs  fwell  without  any  damage  to  their  con- 
ftitution,  or  any  other  fymptom  of  a  Drop- 
fy  i  and  all  thefe  recover  without  medi¬ 
cines. 

Sir  Richard  Blackmore  is  of  opinion,  that 
the  water  which  diftends  the  legs  of  drop- 
fical  per  ions  is  extravafated,  for  thefe  two 
reafons  :  id,  becaufe  this  was  the  opinion/ 
of  the  ancients,  who  therefore  gave  it  the 

name 


{ o)  Aretseus. 
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name  of  Aqua  interius  :  2d,  Becaufe,  that 
by  bliftering  the  legs  or  pricking  them  with 
a  needle,  no  blood,  but  water  follows. 
However,  till  better  arguments  are  pro¬ 
duced,  I  muft  beg  leave  to  diflent  from  him  ; 
for,  i ft.  The  antients  knew  nothing  of 
the  lymphatics,  and,  therefore,  though 
they  might  give  it  this  name,  yet  I  think 
this  argument  can  be  of  little  or  no  force : 
2d,  His  other  reafon  proves  too  much,  and 
confequently  nothing.  In  a  found  body  the 
lymph,  and  not  blood,  is  difcharged  by 
blitters.  It  is  hardly  pofhble  to  wound  the 
fkin  in  any  part  of  the  body  by  a  needle, 
but  fome  blood  muft  follow,  and  though  in 
a  dropfical  ftate,  upon  a  fmall  wound  made, 
more  water  may  be  let  out,  which  may  di¬ 
lute  and  take  away  the  colour  of  the  blood, 
yet  I  think  it  is  next  to  impoflible  but  fome 
blood  fhould  be  let  out  by  this  kind  of 
pundlure.  Befides,  if  we  fuppofe  the  fvvel- 
ling  to  abate  upon  lying  all  night  in  bed,  it 
is  evident  it  cannot  be  out  of  the  lympha¬ 
tics  ;  for  a  fluid  that  is  once  out  of  the  vef- 
fels  wherein  it  ufed  to  circulate,  can  never 
get  into  them  again,  but  muft  continually 
increafe,  unlefs  it  finds  a  paflage  by  fome 
neighbouring  emundlory,  is  let  out  by  ma- 
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nual  operation,  or  by  diftention  and  cor- 
rofion  of  the  veffels  makes  a  paffage  for 
itfelf. 

9 

In  Dropfies  of  the  liver,  there  is  either 
a  violent  cough,  or  an  inclination  to  it, 
which  is  not  fo  frequent  in  other  kinds  of 
Dropfies  (p)> 

A  DrOpfy  of  the  peritonaeum  may  be 
known  by  the  tumor’s  being  leafi.  promi¬ 
nent  about  the  navel ;  becaufe  the  tendons 
and  peritonaeum  are  not  eafily  here  fepa- 
rated  (y). 

Hippocrates  (r)  tells  us,  that  Dropfies  of 
the  womb  may  be  difeovered  by  the  touch, 
the  os  uteri  being  fmall  and  foft  by  reafon 
of  the  water.  To  this  we  muft  add,  the 
continuance  of  the  fwelling  more  than  nine 
months,  and  the  external  form  of  the 
•tumor. 

Women  are  more  fubjed  to  a  tympany 
than  men.  Dodders  Drake  and  Leigh  (j) 
fay  the  reafon  is,  becaufe  a  Dropfy  of  the 
womb  or  ovaria  is  always  miftaken  for  this 

di  (temper* 

^p)  Hippocr.  de  Praenot.  fedt.  8. 

{q)  Chefelden’s  Anatomy,  p.  139. 

(r)  De  Natura  Muliebrum.,  p.  576. 

(5)  Anthropology  nova,  _p.  164.  Natural  Hiftory  ©f 
QLeihire,  b.  2.  p.  70.  73. 
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didemper.  Mr.  Littre  arid  Albre&us'  ftj 
are  as  pofitive  that  it  is  always  owing  to  a 
detention  of  the  colon,  caecum,  or  fome 
other  part  of  the  intedinal  tube,  with  wind 
arid  vapours.  From  the  latter  of  thefe  au¬ 
thors,  Mangetus  gives  us  feveral  hidories  of 
this  kind  ;  and  one  of  a  man,  who  having  had 
feveral  glyders  given  him  for  the  cholic,  at 
lad,  after  many  days,  voided  a  mafs  confiding 
of  feveral  veliculae,  fome  of  which  were 
large  as  walnuts,  filled  with  wind.  They 
all  adhered  clofely  together,  and  when 
broken  fent  forth  a  mod  intolerable  dink. 

The  ferotum  or  bag  of  a  man  con  fills  of  the 

of  feveral  parts,  each  of  which  are  fubiect  hernia 
1  J  aquofa. 

to  the  Dropfy.  i.  The  ferotum,  or  bag\  Four 
is  fometimes  fo  didended  with  a  watery  hu-  \n  s* 
moiir,  as  to  retain  the  impreffion  of  our  fin¬ 
gers  and  become  tranfparent.  This  fn)  is 
a  kind  of  a  partial  Anafarca,  and  very  feldom 
happens,  unlefs  fome  other  parts  of  the 
body  are  dropfical  :  2.  In  an  Afcites  the 
procefs  of  the  peritoneum,  or  rather  the 
cydis  hernialis,  fometimes  fills  with  water 

r 

L  2  and 

(t)  Hiftoire  de  FAcadem.  des  Scienf.  k  Manget.  Bi- 
bliothec.  p.  70. 

(u)  Turner’s  Art  of  Surgery,  vol.  l.  p.  218.  Sharp’s 
Operat.  &c. 
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and  becomes  of  the  (hape  of  an  inteftine. 
This  procefs  is  the  feat  of  all  true  hern  hr, 
and  therefore  this  kind  of  diftention  is  fre¬ 
quently  taken  for  a  rupture  ;  but  if  water 
is  the  caufe  of  the  tumor,  it  will  eafily  pafs 
back  again  into  the  abdomen  (v),  if  the 
party  be  laid  upon  his  back  and  the  tumor 
3»,  prefled  gently  with  one's  hand.  3.  Water 
fometimes  gets  between  the  inner  coat  of 
the  fcrotum,  and  the  external  (w)  covering 
of  the  tefticle.  This  very  feldom  is  an  01  i- 
ginal  diftemper,  but  frequently  comes  where 
perfons  have  long  been  affiidted  with  an  Af- 
cites,  Anafarca,  or  Dropfy  of  the  bread.. 
It  may  be  known  thus :  firft,  the  tumor 
comes  on  by  degrees ;  fecondly,  the  fcrotum 
feels  harder  than  in  the  foregoing  cafe  * 
thirdly,  if  a  candle  he  held  on  the  farther  fide 
of  if,  in  a  dark  room,  the  bag  will  feem  to 
4,  be  tranfparent.  4.  Water  lies  fometimes 
between  this  external  coat  called  tunica  va¬ 
ginalis,  and  the  internal  one  called  albugi¬ 
nea  as  alfo  between  this  and  the  fubftance 
or  body  of  the  tefticle.  This  is  generally 
an  original  diforder,  and  may  thus  be  difco- 

vered  : 

(v)  Boerhaave’s  aphor.  1227. 

(w)  P.  iEgin.  Jib,  6.  c.  62.  C.  Celfus,  lib.  7. 
e*  i2. 
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vered  :  it  is  often  caufed  by  a  fall  or 

bruife  \  feccndly,  there  is  greater  pain  than  in 
any  of  the  forgoing  cafes  ;  thirdly,  the  tumor 
is  harder,  lies  deeper,  and  does  not  fo  ealily 
receive  the  impreffion  of  our  fingers,  as  in 
the  foregoing  ;  fourthly,  but  it  is  fofter  and 
more  pellucid  than  a  farcocele,  or  fiefhy 
rupture ;  fifthly,  a  hernia  ventofa  is  fofter 
than  this,  and  does  not  always  continue  of 
the  lame  fize  as  this  generally  does. 

Having  faid  thus  much  concerning  the 
Dropfy,  or  watery  fwellings  of  the  feveral 
parts  of  a  human  body,  before  I  come  to 
treat  of  the  methods  of  cure,  it  may  not  be 
amifs  to  fay  fomething  of  the  Anafarca,  or 
universal  Dropfy. 

When  a  human  body  is  fwelled  all  over,' 
from  head  to  foot,  looks  pale  like  a  corpfe, 
and  eafily  retains  the  impreffion  of  our  fin¬ 
gers,  mod  authors  call  the  diforder  an  Ana- 
farca.  A  phlegmacy,  or-  leucophlegtnacy  is 
,  of  the  fame  nature,  and  only  differs  from 
it  in  degree  ;  for  the  former  always  begins 
where  the  latter  ends* according  to  Foreftus, 
Gorrhasus,  and  many  others. 

Dr.  Willis  will  have  this  diflemper  alfo 
to  be  divided  into  the  general  and  particular 
Anafarca  j  but  when  only  a  limb  or  two  are 

L  3  affefted. 
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Caufe. 


The  part 
affe&ed, 


afteded,  the  tumor  is  for  the  moll  part  faid 
to  be  an  fEdoma,  or  asdomatous  fwelling, 

•  The  caufe  of  this  diforder  is  doubtlefs 
the  lame  with  that  of  the  feveral  kinds  of 
Dropfies  before  mentioned.  The  lympha¬ 
tics  are  fpread  all  over  the  body,  and  the 
membrana  adipofa  muft  certainly  have  a 
great  number  of  them,  not  only  to  fupply 
the  fat,  but  the  other  juices  which  are  ex- 
haufted  by  mufcular  motion.  Thefe  vef- 
fels  are  exceeding  fine,  and  the  diameters  of 
them  very  fmall  in  this  part  j  fo  that  ob- 
llrudions  may  eafily  be  caufed,  from  whence 
a  diftention  of  the  part  mu  ft  neceflarily  fol¬ 
low.  This  membrane  not  only  covers  all 
the  mufcles,  hut  paffes  like  wife  through  the 
interftices  of  them.  Both  in  dropfical  and 
fat  people,  the  mufcles  themfelves  continue 
of  the  fame  fize  and  lhape  as  they  were  be¬ 
fore  thefe  accidents  happened.  Upon  dif¬ 
fering  the  bodies  of  fuch  as  have  died  of 
particular  diforders,  I  have  frequently  found 
this  membrane  vaftly  diftended  in  a  few 
hours  by  the  fermentation  of  the  juices,  the 
pores  of  the  Ikin  being  totally  obftrudedk 
This  membrane  is  the  feat  of  a  great  num^ 


ber  of  diforders,  whofe  origin  has  not  yet 
been  fufticiently  explained.  It  is  but  lately 
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that  the  great  Boerhaave  proved  it  to  be  the 
feat  of  all  venereal  ulcers ;  and  I  am  apt  to 
think  all  cutaneous  eruptions,  not  except¬ 
ing  the  fmall-pox,  have  from  hence  their 
origin.  However  this  may  be,  I  believe 
every  one  allows  it  to  be  the  feat  of  the 
Anafarca ;  which,  as  it  acknowledges  the 
fame  caufe  with  the  feveral  kinds  of  Drop- 
lies  before  enumerated,  mu  ft  confequently 
give  way  to  the  fame  method  of  cure. 


h  4  C  H  A  K 
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CHAP.  VI. 

Of  Dropftes  that  have  been  cured 
by  fimple  Medicines.  ; 

ROM  what  has  been  laid  in  the 
foregoing  chapters,  the  nature  of  the 
Dropfy  is,  I  hope,  fufficiently  explained. 
The  feveral  kinds  of  this  terrible  diflemper 
have  been  enumerated  :  the  prognoftic  and 
diagnoftic  figns  of  it  have  been  laid  down 
in  as  plain  a  manner  as  poflible.  Before  1 
come  to  treat  of  the  general  methods  of 
cure,  I  fhall  produce  fome  few  hiftories  out 
of  many  that  have  been  wrought  by  Ample 
medicines.  As  the  frame  and  make  of  a 
human  body  is  and  will  be  the  fame  in  all 
ages,  the  fame  things  that  have  formerly 
given  relief,  will  hereafter  without  doubt, 
fometimes  prove  ferviceable.  This,  in  my 
opinion  is  the  only  fure  way  of  fixing  the 
method  of  cure  in  this  and  all  other  difor- 
ders.  A  man  may  in  his  clofet  write  a 
mathematical  theory  of  difeafes,  and  after¬ 
wards  compofe  a  number  of  cafes  that  will 

exactly 
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exadtly  tally  with  his  hypothefis,  which  may 
perhaps  be  falfe,  notwithftanding  all  his  de- 
monftrations,  and  may  be  fo  far  from  re¬ 
lieving  the  afftidted,  that  it  may  increafe  the 
diforder  and  haften  their  end,  Moft  medi-  Medi¬ 
cines  were  at  firft  found  out  by  chance  and  ho^jhrnd 
obfervation  (x).  Abftradted  reafcn  never  yet  out  at  firft, 

produced  any  thing  of  this  kind.  Before 
phyfic  was  reduced  to  an  art,  fuch  things  as 
upon  trial  were  found  ferviceable  in  the  dis¬ 
orders  which  mankind  was  troubled  with, 
were  written  in  tables  and  hung  up  in  tem¬ 
ples,  that  they  might  eafily  again  be  made 
ufe  of  upon  occafion.  If  Pliny  may  be  be¬ 
lieved,  the  method  of  giving  glyfters,  and 
the  art  of  letting  blood,  were  taught  man¬ 
kind  by  the  Ibis  and  Hippopotamos,  two  ir¬ 
rational  creatures,  that  were  common  in 
Egypt.  In  my  opinion,  then,  the  only  fure 
foundation  for  a  juft  method  of  practice  muft 
be  laid,  in  (hewing  what  medicines  have 
cured  particular  diftempers :  the  manner  of 
their  operating  upon  human  bodies,  and  the 
feveral  matters  whereof  they  confift,  may  af¬ 
terwards  be  eonftdered  and  explained,  ac¬ 
cording 

(x)  See  Com.  Celfus,  &  Gab.  Fallop.  op.  p.  43. 
c.  8.  Mr.  Geffrey’s  Treadle  of  Drugs  in  voce  Cort* 

Peruv.  &c. 
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cording  to  the  rules  of  philofophy  or  ma¬ 
thematics. 

SECT.  I.  Dropfy  of  the  Head. 

Hift.  i.  A  child,  about  four  years  of 
age,  having  his  head  fwelled  to  an  extraor¬ 
dinary  fize,  the  face  full  and  pale,  and  the 
eye-brows  and  eye-lids  prodigioufly  puffed 
up,  was  cured  by  fontanels  or  iffues  behind 
the  ears  [y  ). 

Hift.  2.  A  gentleman,  forty  years  of 
age,  could  get  no  lleep  for  a  long  time  to¬ 
gether.  At  length  a  tumor  being  difco- 
vered  on  the  back  part  of  his  head  under 
the  {kin,  a  cautery  was  applied  to  it.  A 
yellow  fort  of  watef  was  hereby  difchargcd, 
in  confiderable  quantities  for  many  days  to¬ 
gether,  which  entirely  removed  all  his  com¬ 
plaints  (&). 

Hift.  3.  A  new-born  infant  having  an 
hydrocephalus,  the  futures  of  his  head  be¬ 
ing  very  wide,  was  cured  in  fifteen  or 
twenty  days  by  the  bandage  of  Guido,  with¬ 
out  any  other  means  (<2). 

SECT. 

(y)  Wifeman’s  Surg.  vol.  1,  p.  2IQ. 

(z)  C.  Pifo  de  Coll.  Serof.  Gbf.  2.  See  alfo  J. 
Sehenkii  Obf.  Med.  1.  1.  p.  10. 

(a)  River.  Op.  Med.  p.  571.  Obf.  6. 
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SECT.  II.  Dropjy  of  the  Breast, 

Hid.  4.  A  young  gentleman  at  Oxford 
was  relieved  in  a  Dropfy  of  the  bread,  by  refinof 
purging  with  calomel  and  refin  of  jalap.  jalap* 
He  afterwards  took  a  diuretic  and  pedtoral 
apozem,  and  by  this  means  was  perfedly 
cured  if). 

Hid.  5.  A  young  gentleman  of  a  drong  By  cau., 
conditution,  much  ufed  to  hunting  and  o-  1 cry* 
ther  violent  exercifes,  at  length  had  a  large 
tumor  in  his  throat.  The  left  fide  of  the 
lungs  feemed  to  be  fwelled,  and  the  heart 
to  be  thrud  out  of  its  place  towards  the 
right  fide.  After  this  had  continued  fomd 
time;  he  thought  fomething  burd  in  his 
throat,  and  in  half  an  hour’s  time,  a  hu¬ 
mour  feemed  to  drop  from  the  top  of  his 
bread  to  the  bottom,  which  was  not  only 
perceived  by  him,  bin  heard  alfo  by  the  by¬ 
danders.  He  continued  hearty,  and  fo  took 
no  care  of  himfelf,  till  the  motion  and 
found  of  water  could  eafily  be  heard,  when 
he  moved  his  body  forward,  or  turned  it 
from  fide  to  fide.  A  cautery  was  applied 
between  the  fixth  and  feventh  vertebrae,  a 

filver 

(b)  Willis  de  Peflor.  Hydrop.  p.  236.  River.  Obf, 

3’  4-  Mufitan  de  Pulmon.  Hydrop.  p.  392, 
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filver  pipe  was  pot  into  the  wound,  and 
about  fix  ounces  of  a  thick,  white,  milky 
matter,  like  chyle,  was  let  out.  The  next 
day,  as  much  more  was  taken  away  ;  but 
on  the  third,  the  difcharge  being  increafed, 
he  became  fainty,  and  fell  into  a  fever.  As 
foon  as  he  grew  better,  a  lefs  quantity  was 
taken  away  at  a  time,  till  the  breafi:  was 
quite  emptied.  He  then  carried  the  pipe 
with  a  fiopple  in  his  breafi:,  whereby  once 
in  four  and  twenty  hours,  he  difcharged 
what  matter  had  been  collected  in  that 
time.  He  made  ufe  of  very  few  medicines, 
but,  after  fome  months,  growing  weary  of 
the  pipe,  he  left  it  off,  and  foon  after  his 
breafi:  filled  again,  as  was  evident  by  the 
found  and  fluctuation  of  the  water.  A  fe- 
cond  operation  was  defigned,  but  nature 
made  a  way  for  it  herfelf  and  relieved 
him  ( cj. 

* 

SECT.  III.  Dropjy  of  the  Abdomen, 

or  Ascites. 

Hift.  6.  A  man  had  his  belly  Dwelled  and 
extended  to  a  prodigious  degree,  was  grown 
fo  weak  and  breathed  fo  fhort,  that  he  was 
thought  to  be  expiring.  In  his  extremity 

De 

O  Willis  dc  Pe&oris  Hydrope,  p.  229,  230,  &c. 


mm. 


gamba. 
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he  was  ordered  to  take  three  grains  of  ela-  %  Elata- 
terium,  and  to  repeat  it  twice  more,  inter- 
pofing  one  day  betwixt  each  of  the  two 
dofes.  This  he  did,  and  perfedly  recovered 
from  his  Dropfy  (J). 

Hid:.  7.  A  woman,  who  was  thought 
paft  recovery  in  an  Afcites,  was  cured  by 
taking  boluffes  made  of  gutta  gamba  from  Bygutta 
twelve  to  twenty  grains,  with  one  drop  of 
oil  of  cinnamon,  and  as  much  lyrup  of 
buckthorn  as  would  bring  it  to  a  proper 
ronfiftency  (<?). 

Hid:.  8.  Dr.  Strother  aflures  us,  that  he 
has  cured  feveral  perfons  of  Dropfies,  by 
giving  them  a  drachm  or  two  of  rhubarb  Byrha* 
in  an  opening  detection  every  three  or  four 
days.  Scholtzius  in  his  epiftles  gives  a  re¬ 
markable  hiftory  of  a  perfon  that  was  cured 
of  a  Dropfy,  by  taking  every  day  as  much 
rhubarb,  as  would  keep  his  body  open  {f). 

Matt,  de  Gradi  fays,  that  one  of  the  dukes 
of  Milan  was  cured  of  this  diftemper,  by 
taking  two  drachms  of  the  troches  of  rhu¬ 
barb 


barb. 


(d)  Sir  R.  Blackmore  on  the  Dropfy,  p.  67.  Et~ 
mull.  op.  Med.  p.  300. 

(e)  Willis  de  Afcit.  p.  273. 

( f )  Marcel!.  Donat,  de  Med.  Hillor.  Mirab.  p.  422. 
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By  fena 
and  but¬ 
cher's 
broom. 


Extra&  of 
fpurge. 


barb  twice  a  week :  and  Michael  Pafcha** 
lius  cured  another  by  the  fame  method  (. g ). 

Hift.  9.  A  poor  man,  very  far  gone  in 
an  Afcites,  was  cured  of  it  by  taking  a  de~ 
co&ion  of  butcher’s  broom,  and  purging 
two  or  three  times  with  a  fimple  infufion  of 
fena.  This  was  done  not  by  the  advice  of 
a  learned  phyfician,  but  of  a  poor  country¬ 
woman  (Z>). 

Hift.  10.  A  perfon  was  cured  of  an  Af¬ 
cites  by  taking  a  drachm  of  the  extrad  of 
fpurge,  diflblved  in  about  five  ounces  of 
whey.  This  was  only  taken  three  times,  at 
the  diflance  of  as  many  days  (/). 

This  author  was  very  fuccefsful  in  the 
cure  of  this  as  well  as  many  other  diftem- 
pers.  This  extradl  was  his  favourite  medi¬ 
cine  ;  and  as  he  delighted  in  fimple  ones,  it 
does  not  appear,  that  he  made  ufe  of  above 
two  more  in  his  practice  upon  this  dif~ 


temper. 

Sal  pr$-  Hift.  11.  Riverius  mentions  a  perfoii 
neile*  that  was  cured  of  an  Afcites,  by  taking  fal 
prunelle  in  every  thing  that  he  drank,  for  a 
month  together  (k). 


(g)  River.  Prax.  Med.  p.  201. 

(h)  River.  Obf.  52.  Cent.  3. 

(i )  M.  Ruland.  op.  Med.  cent.  4  cur.  14. 
(k)  River,  op.  Med.  p  582.  Obi.  2. 
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Hid.  12.  In  Holland  and  Germany  they  By  the  l£- 
have  a  way  of  preferving  cabbage,  by  lay-  pkkkd 
ing  it  with  fait  in  a  proper  vefiel,  ftratum  cabba8e* 
fuper  ftratum.  A  woman  near  feventy 
years  of  age,  who  had  been  afflided  with 
an  Afcites  for  a  long  time,  by  the  advice  of 
a  woman  in  the  neighbourhood,  drank  of 
this  pickle  heated.  She  was  confined  to 
her  bed,  and  by  this  means  fweat  much, 
and  made  large  quantities  of  urine,  which 
entirely  carried  oft'  the  diforder  (/). 

Hift.  13.  A  man  being  very  hot  in  the 
fummer-time,  drank  fome  cold  water; 
whereupon  his  belly  fwelled  immediately 
to  a  great  degree.  He  was  advifed  to  take  the 
the  juice  of  centaury,  which  grew  plenti-  centaury, 
fully  in  the  fields  thereabout.  This  he  did, 
and  the  next  night  made  a  great  quantity  of 
water,  and  had  thirty  ftools;  which  en¬ 
tirely  took  away  the  tumor  (w). 

Hift.  14.  A  countryman,  who  had  taken 
a  great  number  of  medicines  for  an  Af¬ 
cites,  but  to  no  purpofe,  was  at  laft  or¬ 
dered  to  eat  garlic  every  day,  feeing  he  had  of  garli? 
no  fever.  This  caufed  him  to  make  a  great 
deal  of  urine.  It  alfo  purged  him,  and 

fo 

(l)  Th.  Bon.  Med.  Sept.  Collat.  p.  719. 

(m)  Ibid.  p.  72 1. 
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fo  redored  him  to  a  perfedt  date  of 
health  f nj . 

Hid.  15.  A  woman,  whofe  legs  and 
belly  were  both  fwelled  to 'a  great  degree, 
was  cured  by  drinking  the  juice  of  garlic  in 
broth,  by  the  advice  of  an  old  woman. 
Many  more  indances  of  perfons  that  have 
been  cured  by  this  root,  may  be  met  with 
in  Bartholine’s  obfervations  ^). 

Hid,  16.  A  poor  woman  twenty-five 
years  of  age,  being  ill  of  a  Dropfy,  by  the 
advice  and  direction  of  an  old  woman,  took 
a  handful  of  pardey  leaves,  wrapped  them 
up  in  a  napkin,  put  hot  coals  under  them, 
and  then  beat  them  in  a  mortar,  pouring 
upon  them  a  fufficient  quantity  of  white 
wine  to  fetch  out  the  juice  by  prefiure 
to  the  quantity  of  a  glafs  full*  This  die 
took  every  morning  for  a  month,  and  in 
it  the  bones  of  a  certain  animal  dried  in 
the  fun  and  reduced  to  powder.  By  this 
means  (he  was  perfectly  recovered  (p). 

Hid.  i  7.  An  old  woman  cured  a  Dropfy 
by  giving  him  the  juice  oi  plain  tain  boiled 

wai 


(»)  P.  Foreft.  Obf.  27.  p.  237* 

(0)  Cent.  1.  Hift.  74. 

(f)  River.  Op.  Med,  Obf.  5,  p.  571. 
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in  a  jug  till  it  was  reduced  to  half  the 
quantity  for  many  days  together  (y). 

T.  Bonnet  cured  one  of  his  own  children 
of  an  Afcites  with  the  juice  of  dandelion, 
by  which  plant  many  others  have  found  re¬ 
lief  in  this  diforder. 

Hift.  iS.  Etmuller  greatly  commends 
ground  ivy  and  wormwood  in  the  cure  of  a 
dropfy  ;  and  fays,  that  a  woman,  left  off  by 
her  phyficians  as  incurable,  was  recovered 
from  this  diftemper  by  drinking  the  juice 
of  iris,  and  applying  the  leaves  of  ground- 
ivy  to  her  legs. 

Hifb.  19.  Foreftus  tells  us  of  a  woman 
that  was  cured  of  an  Anafarca  by  a  loofe- 
nefs  (r) ;  and  alfo  of  a  barber's  wife,  who 
by  drinking  fpring-water,  contrary  to  the 
advice  and  defire  of  her  hufband  and  phy¬ 
ficians,  fell  into  a  loofenefs  in  two  days  af¬ 
ter,  and  voided  a  great  quantity  of  black 
blood  by  the  haemorrhoids,  and  by  this 
means  was  entirely  cured  of  her  Dropfy. 

Hift.  20.  A  vintner,  a  free  liver,  fell 
into  a  jaundice  ;  and  then,  as  the  ufual  ftage 
is,  'into  an  Afcites.  He  was  prodigioufly 

M  fwelled 

* 

(q)  River.  Prax.  Med.  p.  209. 

(r)  Obf.  31.  p.  245.  and  Qbf.  27.  p.  238.  'This  lafl 
hiftory  is  taken  from  Langius,  Epift.  12.  Lib, 
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fwelled  all  over,  belly,  back,  Tides,  thighs** 

* 

and  legs,  infomuch  that  he  was  given  over 
by  the  phyficians.  In  this  condition  he 
was  carried  to  Sadler’s  Wells  at  Iflington, 
where  labouring  under  an  inextinguifhable. 
third:,  he  with  much  difficulty  prevailed 
upon  his  wife  to  let  him  drink  as  much  of 
&y  fpring  thofe  waters  as  he  could,  for  then  he  faid 
he  ffiould  die  well  fatisfied  that  fhe  loved 
him.  Between  four  o’clock  ip  the  after¬ 
noon,  and  nine  or  ten  at  night*  he  drank 
fourteen  quarts  of  water;  but  made  notone 
drop  in  all  that  time.  Then  he  funk  dowa 
in  his  chair,  broke  out  into  a  cold  clammy 
fweat,  and  all  that  were  about  him  looked 
upon  him  to  be  dead.  He  was  then  laid 
upon  the  bed,  and  in  half  an  hour’s  time, 
there  was  heard  a  fmall  rattling  noife,  like 
that  of  a  coach  on  a  djftant  gravel-way,  and 
Toon  after  he  began  to  pifs.  In  an  hour’s 
time  he  made  feven  or  eight  quarts  of  wa¬ 
ter,  and  had  two  or  three  ftpols.  Then  he 
began  to  fpeak,  and  defired  fome  warm 
lack,  which  they  gave  him.  After  this  he 
fell  into  a  profound  ilpep,  in  which  he  both 
fweat,  and  dribbled  his  urine  all  that  night. 
The  next  day  he  drank  four  or  five  quarts 

Uiore  of  the  fame  water,  and  had  two 

. 

flocks 
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(tools,  thin  and  watery.  He  pitied  on,  and 
drank  on,  more  or  lefs  for  five  or  fix  days 
together,  taking  all  that  while  nothing  for 
food  but  thin  mutton  broth,  and  fome- 
times  a  little  fack ,  and  by  this  means  he 
perfectly  recovered  ( s). 

Hift.  2  1 .  One  James  Crook,  a  poor  man, 
fifty-fix  years  of  age,  was  cured  of  a 
Dropfy,  jaundice,  palfy,  rheumatic  pains, 
and  an  inveterate  old  pain  in  his  back  of  fix 
years  Handing,  by  only  going  three  times  By  cold 
into  the  cold  bath.  This  made  him  pifs  batbng' 
much  more  than  he  drank,  and  likewife 
made  him  difcharge  from  his  nofe  a  great 
quantity  of  bilious,  yellow  matter.  Now 
though  the  cure  of  the  Dropfy,  fays  our 
author,  may  be  accounted  for,  yet  how  the 
icteric  matter  fhould  be  thrown  off  by  the 
nofe,  whoever  will  tell  me  that,  erit  mihi 
magnus  Apollo  (/). 

Hift.  22.  One  Mergone,  a  fifherman, 
near  Mantua,  whole  belly  was  prodigioully 
dwelled,  was  entirely  cured  of  it  by  conftant 

M  z  and 

(s)  Dr.  Baynard  and  Sir  John  Floyer’s  Hift.  of  cold 

bathkig,  p.  458.  See  a  like  cafe  in  Langius’s  Epiftles, 
tom.  2.  cp.  12,  and  another  in  Op*  Med* 

cent.  4.  cur.  97. 

(t)  See  Baynard  and  Flayer’s  Hift,  of,  &c.  p.  217* 
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and  hard  labour,  without  the  leaft  affiftanco 
from  any  kind  of  medicines  (u). 

Hift.  23.  A  woman  at  Rome,  whofe 
hufband  had  long  laboured  under  a  Dropfy, 
and  had  fpent  mod;  of  his  fubftance  in  me-- 
dicines,  was  refolved  to  poifon  him.  Upon 
By  a  toad,  this,  fhe  dries  a  toad,  reduces  it  to  powder* 
and  gives  it  him  in  his  drink.  This  made 
him  make  a  great  quantity  of  water,  and 
cured  him,  contrary  to  her  expectation  (vj. 

Hift.  24.  A  woman,  whofe  belly  was 
very  much  diftegded  with  water,  by  chance 
By  a  fall,  fell  down  ;  whereupon  fhe  voided  a  large 
quantity  of  urine  immediately,  and  in 
twenty-four  hours  fhe  difcharged  feven  gal¬ 
lons  this  way.  Hereupon  fhe  became  ex¬ 
ceeding  faint ;  but  was  refreshed  by  Spanifh 
wine,  jelly  of  hartfhorn,  and  confedtion  of 

alkermes,  and  continued  well  above  a 

# 

year  (w). 

Hift,  25.  A  man  that  was  dropfical  all 
over  from  head  to  toe,  who  had  taken  many 
medicines,  by  the  advice  of  phyficians,  to 
no  purpofe,  and  who  was  given  over  by 

them 

(u)  J.  Schenk.,  Qbf.  Med.  lib.  3.  p.  418. 

(v)  Ibid.  p.  420, 

(w)  Strothers  Pharmax.  Pradt.  p.  8.  Th.  Bon.  Med, 
Sept.  Collat.  p.  641,  642.  See  alfo  Holler,  Scholia 
graph,  ad.  c.  39.  de  Morb.  internis. 
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of  dropsy. 

them  all,  went  to  fea,  where  he  vomited 
very  much.  After  this  he  ufed  exercife, 
and  fo  was  perfectly  cured  (xj. 

Francifcus  de  Saviis  mentions  a  drcpfical 
perfon,  who  was  Feized  with  a  fpontaneous 
vomiting  twice,  and  fo  difcharged  the  whole 
quantity  of  water  which  caufed  the  drop- 
lical  tumor  in  his  belly  (y). 

Hift.  26.  A  gentlewoman  was  cured  of 
an  Anafarca  by  applying  bladders  filled  with 
hot  water  to  the  bottoms  of  her  feet,  and 
under  her  arms.  This  made  her  fweat  pro¬ 
fit  fely.  Then  die  fell  into  a  loofenefs,  wdiich 
continued  eight  days,  and  in  a  month’s  time 
fhe  was  perfedly  recovered  (z). 

Hift.  27.  Langius,  Lipfms,  and  Marcel-* 
lus  Donatus  do  each  of  them  mention  a 
countryman,  who  being  ill  of  a  Dropfy, 
went  into  a  Baker’s  oven  whilft  it  was  hot, 
&nd  by  this  means  fweat  away  the  dif- 
eafe  ( a) ;  and  Mangetus  (b)  from  Albredtus 
gives  a  hiftory  of  a  woman,  who  had  an 
Afcites  that  would  not  yield  to  medicines, 

M  3  and 

(x)  P.  Foreft.  Obf.  32.  p.  246. 

(y)  Marcell.  Donat,  de  Med.  Hiftor.  mirab.  p.  424* 

(z)  T.  Bonnet’s  Med.  Sept.  Collar,  p.  720. 

(a)  Etmull.  Op.  Med.  p.  301.  Marcell.  Donat*  dc 
Med.  Hift.  Mirab.  p.  426. 

(1)  Biblioth.  Med.  vol.  1.  p.  66. 
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and  therefore  the  paracentefis  only  remain¬ 
ing  to  be  tried,  was  propofed  to  her,  which 
fo  affrighted  her,  that  fhe  began  to  fweat 
in  the  hypochondria,  and  continued  by  fits 
to  do  fo,  till  the  water  which  diftended  her 
belly  was  entirely  confirmed. 

Hill.  28.  A  gentleman  who,  for  violent 
nodturnal  pains  that  2  fH  idled  him,  was  al- 
lowed  opium  once  a  week,  fell  at  length 
into  an  Afckes  and  Anafarca*  He  was  foon 
fwelled  to  that  degree,  that  he  was  not  able 
to  turn  himfelf  in  his  bed.  He  was  ex¬ 
tremely  averfe  to  all  kind  of  medicines  ex¬ 
cept  opium.  The  cafe  being  looked  upon 
as  defperate,  he  was  allowed  to  take  this 
as  often,  and  as  much  as  he  pleafed.  He 
took  it  every  day,  and  conftantly  increafed 
the  dole ;  fo  that  it  is  hardly  to  be  believed 
how  much  he  took  of  this  medicine  in  a 
jfhort  time.  His  third:  hereupon  abated ;  he 
fweat  profufely  every  night ;  made  a  great 
quantity  of  urine  j  and  in  a  month's  time, 
loft  all  his  fwelling,  was  freed  from  his 
pains,  had  a  good  ftomach,  and  was  able  to 
walk  abroad  ( cj* 

Hift. 

(c)  Willis  Pharmac.  rational,  p.  301,  302.  Wal- 
laeus  fays  (Method.  Med  end.  p,  314.)  Hydropici  unius 
grani  Opii  exhibitione  monuntur,  but  how  true  may 
be  feen  by  this  hiftory, 
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Hi  ft.  29.  A  man  of  thirty  laboured  un¬ 
der  an  Anafarca,  and  was  fwelled  from 
head  to  foot,  fo  that  he  became  blind.  As 
he  was  beginning  a  courfe  of  medicines,  he 
was  feized  with  an  haemorrhage  at  the  right 
noftrii,  whereby  he  loft  above  four  pound 
of  blood.  This  cured  his  Dropfy ;  but 
becaufe  he  would  not  take  medicines,  his 
blindnefs  continued  (d). 

Hift.  30.  A  woman,  of  twenty  years  of 
age,  was  cured  of  an  Afcites  by  tapping. 
She  wore  a  leaden  canula  three  months, 
whereby  the  remains  of  the  water  being  all 
difcharged,  time  recovered  a  good  ftate  of 
health  fej. 

Hift.  31.  A  countryman  was  cured  of  an 
Afcites,  by  an  incifion  made  in  his  belly, 
out  of  which  fifteen  jugs  of  water  were 
taken.  A.  Nuck,  in  his  Adenographia  cu- 
riofa,  quotes  this  hiftory  from  Pechelin. 

Hift.  32.  A  fifherman,  being  ill  of  a 
Dropfy  and  epilepfy,  and  often  convulfed, 
was  at  length  cured  by  an  abfcefs  that  was 
formed  in  the  fcrotum  and  thighs.  Et- 
jn uller  quotes  this  hiftory  from  Wallonius. 

M  4  Hift, 

1 

(d)  Fabrit.  Hild.  Obf.  50.  cent.  1. 

{*)  A,  Nuck  Adenograph.  curiof.  p.  123* 
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Hid.  33.  A  young  man  of  twenty,  by 
irregular  living,  and  dunking  water,  con¬ 
tracted  an  ill  habit  of  body,  and  at  length 
fell  into  an  Anafarca.  This  was  entirely 
carried  off  by  five  abfeeftes,  formed  in  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  his  body,  which  difeharged 
more  than  thirteen  pound  of  purulent 
matter  (f). 

Hill.  34.  A  woman  was  fo  ill  of  an  A£- 
cites  that  her  life  was  defpaired  of.  She 
threw  hcrfelf  from  a  high  place  down  to  the 
ground ;  when  her  belly  hit  again  ft  a  done* 
burft,  and  difeharged  all  the  water  contained 
in  it  (g).  This  hiftory  is  fo  remarkable* 
that  both  Foreftus  and  Sckenkius  have 
tranferibed  it  into  their  collections.  The 
author  is  fo  me  what  particular  in  his  ex 
fions,  for  he  calls  the  aiftemper  Aqua  inter 
Cutemu  which  name  is  generally  given  to 
the  Anafarca  5  and  the  part  which  burft  he 
fays  was  the  uterus,  though  both  the  other 
authors  fay  it  was  the  belly.  Savonarola 
and  Pafchalius  make  mention  of  fueh  an-* 

„  *ir 

other  accidental  cure. 

Hifh 

(f)  T.  Bonnet’s  Med.  Sept,  collat.  p.  736. 

(g)  Beneven.  de  Abdit.  Morbor.  Cauf.  c.  109*  Sed 
Th.  Fienus,  Tradh  6.  p.  $5,  and  Mareell.  Donat,  ds 
Med.  Hilt,  mirab.  p.  425. 
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Hift.  35.  A  man  of  forty,  after  a  tertian 
ague  fell  into  an  Afcites.  His  belly  fwelled 
to  a  marvellous  fize,  and  his  navel  grew  as 
big  as  a  goofe  egg.  This  at  length  burft, 
ran  for  three  months,  and  entirely  carried 
off  the  dropfical  humour  ( b J.  A  boy  who 
was  given  over  by  his  phyficians,  as  dying 
of  a  Dropfy,  drank  a  vaft  quantity  of  fpring 
water,  which  burft  his  navel,  whereby  he 
was  perfectly  recovered  fi ). 

Hift.  36.  An  old  gentleman,  fixty-three 
years  of  age,  and  a  young  woman  of  twenty-* 
four,  both  of  them  labouring  under  an  Af¬ 
cites,  and  troubled  with  fuch  a  ftsortnefs  of 
breath,  that  they  could  hardly  go  acrofs 
the  room,  were  cured  by  pricking  the  veins 
at  the  end  of  the  ring  finger,  by  the  per- 
fuafion  of  a  furgeon,  after  deobftruent, 
purging  and  diuretic  medicines  had  proved 
ineffectual  ( k ). 

Hift.  37.  A  man  at  Paris,  who  was  af¬ 
flicted  with  a  Dropfy,  had  a  burning  coal  fell 

upon 

(h)  Fabrit.  HilJan.  Obf.  47.  cent.  1.  See  alfo  Wife- 
man’s  Surg.  vol.  r.  p.  202.  P.  Foreft.  Obf.  27,  33, 
&c,  River.  Obf.  82.  cent.  4.  T.  Bonnet’s  Med. 
Sept,  collat.  p.  7©i,  &c. 

{ i)  See  Heckfteter.  Obf..  Med*  Caf.  10.  Decad,  2. 

(*)  Fabrit.  Hild.  Obf.  41.  U  92.  cent.  6.  JV 
Schenk.  Obf.  Med.  lib.  3, 
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upon  one  of  his  legs  as  he  was  fitting  by 
the  fire.  This  raifed  a  blitter,  whereby  the 
dropfical  humour  was  difcharged,  and  the 
man  rettored  to  a  perfect  ftate  of  health  (/). 

Hitt.  38.  Marcellus  Donatus  (m)  men¬ 
tions  a  young  woman,  his  father’s  patient, 
who  laboured  under  a  fupprefiion  of  urine, 
and  want  of  ftools,  upon  which  a  tumor  of 
the  belly  fucceeded.  About  twenty  days 
after  a  citron-coloured  water,  very  fetid,  to 
the  quantity  of  two  quarts  a  day,  oozed 
out  through  the  pores  of  the  fkin  below  the 
navel,  which  kept  her  alive  many  months, 
Hitt.  39.  A  mail,  after  a  quartan  ague, 
fell  into  a  Dropfy.  Afclepiades  commanded 
him  to  faft  two  days.  On  the  third  he  was 
freed  from  both '  the  fever  and  Dropfy  ;  fo 
that  he  allowed  him  meat  and  wine  (?z). 

Since  the  time  of  Afclepiades  many  per- 
fons  have  been  cured  by  the  lame  me¬ 
thod  ;  and  more  by  abftaining  from  ah  torts 
of  drink  for  a  confiderable  time  together. 
A  nobleman  of  Piedmont  ( 0)  and  an  Eng- 

lifh 

(l)  T.  Bonnet’s  Med.  Sept,  collat.  p.  641.  See 
Schenk,  fupra. 

(m)  De  Med.  Hiftor.  mirab.  p.  689. 

(n)  C.  Celfus,  lib.  3.  c.  21. 

(0)  Fabr.  Hild.  Obf.  41.  cent.  4.  See  M.  Lifter’s 
Hitt.  17. 


lifh  apothecary  fpj  were  both  cured  of  aft 
Afcites  by  drinking  nothing  for  thirty  days  y 
Sir  Samuel  Ongley  fpj  drank  nothing  for 
fome  months;  the  countefs  of  Falaix  fqj9 
and  the  countryman,  mentioned  by  Benev.e- 
nius  frj,  drank  nothing  for  a  whole  year; 
and  were  all  perfectly  recovered ;  whereof 
fome,  efpecially  the  countefs,  lived  to  a 
very  great  age. 

Hift.  40.  A  girl  of  eight  years  of  age, 
was  cured  of  an  Afcites  in  two  months 
time,  by  a  conferve  of  raifins.  They  were  Byraifns, 
boiled  to  a  pulp  in  white  wine,  and  then 
palled  through  a  fieve  fs). 

Hift.  41.  Valeriola  cured  a  man  of  an 
Afcites,  by  a  decodlion  of  guaiacum,  which  ^ 
he  made  him  drink  for  forty  days  toge¬ 
ther  ( t J  ;  and  Olaus  Borricius  cured  ano¬ 
ther,  by  the  fame  method,  when  all  the 
fymptoms  were  of  the  very  worft  kind. 

The  upper  parts  of  the  body  were  extremely 

emaciated, 

(p)  Dr.  Allen’s  Synop.  Med.  p.  310,  31 1.  from 
Van  Helmont. 

(q)  T.  Bonnet’s  Med.  Sept,  collat.  p.  718. 

(r)  De  Abdit.  Morbor,  Cauf.  cap.  13.  See  more 
fuch  hiftories  in  P.  Foreft.  Obf.  27.  p.  237.  Al.  Maf- 
far.  p.  192.  River.  Op.  Med.  Obf.  2r.  p.  570,  &c. 

( s )  River,  Obf.  44.  cent.  4. 

(t)  Ibid.  Prax.  Med.  p.  203, 
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emaciated,  the  appetite  entirely  loft,  and 
there  was  little  or  no  evacuation,  either  by 
ftool,  or  urine.  He  could  feldom  get  any 
Deep,  and  at  the  fame  time  had  a  vomiting 
of  blood  upon  him,  which  fometimes 
amounted  to  a  pint  at  a  time.  All  thefe 
diforders  were  entirely  removed,  by  a  de~ 
codion  of  guaiacum  and  faftafras  («).  I 
was  lately  with  a  gentlewoman,  who  was 
ill  of  an  AfciteSi  One  of  her  neighbours 
told  her  fhe  had  been  cured  of  that  diftem- 
per,  by  taking  a  tea-fpoonful  of  the  tinc¬ 
ture  of  guaiacum  in  a  glafs  of  rum,  two 
or  three  times  a  day.  It  was  tried  by  my 
patient,  but  without  fuccefs,  though  it 
worked  well  both  by  ftool  and  urine. 

Hift.  42.  Nic.  Florentinus  («y)  gives  a 
hiftory  of  a  man  and  two  women  who  were 
$y  larksi  cured  of  a  Dropfy,  by  eating  larks  that  fed 
upon  parfley,  together  with  fome  biiket,  a 
little  wine,  and  a  powder  made  of  cinna¬ 
mon,  and  other  fpices.  This  is  a  very 
ftrange  kind  of  cure,  info  much  that  Gate- 
naria  fays  he  can  hardly  believe  it  to  be 
true  (<!£;), 

Hift. 

(a)  Ad.  Med.  Hafnienf.  vol.  I* 

(vj  Serm.  5.  c.  25. 

(w)  P.  Foreft.  Obf.  36.  p.  256.  Marcell.  Donat,  de 
Med.  Hid.  mir.  p.  421* 
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Hift.  43.  A  perfon  was  cured  of  a  Drop- 
fy,  by  taking  a  decodtion  made  of  the  ex¬ 
tremities  of  oak  boughs  every  morning  for 
fifteen  days  together  (x). 

Hift.  44.  Avicenna  tells  us  of  a  woman 
that  was  cured  of  an  Afcites  by  eating  an 
incredible  quantity  of  pomegranate  feeds, 

Hift.  45.  One  John  Stranger,  of  Bononia, 
about  fifty  years  of  age,  of  a  thin  hedtical 
habit  of  body,  which  frequently  threatened 
a  confumption,  at  length  fell  into  a  Dropfy. 
He  entirely  cured  himfelf  of  it,  by  eating 
pepper  for  a  long  time  together  in  large 
quantities  (y). 

Hift.  46.  Many  perfons  have  been  cured 
of  Dropiies  by  heating  white  pebble  ftones 
red  hot,  cooling  them  in  white  wine,  and 
drinking  a  glafs  of  it  every  morning  (z). 

Hift.  47.  The  virtues  of  1  infeed  in  pleu- 
rilies,  coughs,  confumptions,  &c.  are  w’dl 
known  to  every  apothecary  j  but  few  have 
experienced  the  benefits  of  it  in  an  Afcites  : 
yet  Bonnet  (a)  gives  two  hiftories  of  pa¬ 
tients,  one  of  which  was  perfectly  cured, 
.the  other  for  fome  time  relieved  in  this  dif- 

order 

(x)  River,  Op.  Med.  p.  582.  Obf.  9. 

(y)  J.  Schenk.  Obf.  Med.  Jib.  2. 

(z)  River.  Op.  Med.  p.  581.  Obf.  8* 

[a)  Med.  Sept,  collar,  p.  72, 
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order,  by  a  diftillation  of  this  oil  given  in 
drops. 

Hi, ft.  48.  Bacfdorpius  cured  the  emperor 
Charles  the  fifth  of  an  Afcites,  after  other 
By  {qua-  medicines  had  proved  ineffectual,  with 
ma*ris,  fquama  aeris  [b). 

Hi  ft.  49.  A  dropfical  perfon  who  was 
given  over  by  his  phyficians,  underftanding 
that  wine  was  good  for  him,  took  fuch  an 
averfion  to  water,  that  he  not  only  drank, 
but  boiled  his  meat,  wafhed  his  hands,  face, 
and  all  his  body  for  a  long  time  together  in 
By  Tack,  fack,  and  recovered  ( cj . 

Hift.  50.  A  noble  lady,  fixty  years  of 
age,  labouring  under  an  Alcites,  which  was 
attended  with  violent  pains,  was  advifed  to 
By  new  make  ufe  of  a  bath  of  new7  milk.  This 
fhe  tried,  which  gave  her  eafe ;  but  in  a 
fhort  time  it  was  turned  to  a  perfedt  cheefe 
curd ;  fo  that  her  fervants  were  forced  to 

cut  it  from  about  her  body,  and  (lie  had 

» 

much  ado  to  efcape  with  life  (/).  Whe¬ 
ther  the  fweat,  or  perfpirable  matter,  of  all 
dropfical  perfons  is  attended  with  this  acid 

quality* 

\ 

(b)  P.  Foreft.  Obf.  37.  p.  257. 

( c )  Al.  Maflar.  p.  192.  Marcell.  Donat  4e  Med. 
Hiftor.  mirab.  p.  422. 

(d)  Aft.  Me.d.  Hafnieni*.  yol.  4. 
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quality,  may  perhaps  deferve  the  enquiry  of 
the  learned. 

Hift.  51.  Fabr.  Hildanus  (e)  mentions 
an  old  man  of  feventy,  who  after  a  tertian 
ague  fell  into  an  Afcites,  which  was  per¬ 
fectly  carried  off  by  fome  purging  medi¬ 
cines,  and  drinking  his  own  urine  every 
morning,  for  the  fpace  of  four  months  to¬ 
gether, 

SECT.  IV.  Obfervations  on  the  fore¬ 
going  Hijlories. 

From  the  foregoing  hiftories  it  is  evident, 
that  all  forts  of  Dropftes  may  fometimes 
be  cured  by  one  or  more  of  thefe  five  ways. 
1  ft,  by  vomiting  :  2d,  by  purging  :  3d,  by 
increafing  the  quantity  of  urine  :  4th,  by 
lvveat :  5th,  by  wounds  made  in  the  (kin, 
or  flefh.  Nature  frequently  relieves  herfelf 
by  fome  one  or  more  of  the  four  firft,  and 
fo  not  only  prevents  this*  but  other  diftem- 
pers  falling  upon  us;  and  when  they  are  ac¬ 
tually  formed,  often  cures  them  in  this 
manner.  After  her  example,  art  has  found 
out  medicines  to  eafe  us  when  fhe  is  over¬ 
powered,  and  is  not  able  to  free  herfelf 
from  the  burthen.  Artificial  wounds  are  of 

different 


*75 


By  urine. 


1. 

Dropfies 
how  cura¬ 
ble  in  ge¬ 
neral. 


Five  ways. 


(/)  Obf.  5r.  cent.  ^ 

r 


2, 

None  of 
them  cer¬ 
tain. 


Of  the  Several  Kinds 

'ax 

different  kinds.  Some  are  made  by  indm- 
ments,  and  others  by  topical  applications. 
Of  the  firft  fort  are  tapping,  and  incifions 
made  in  the  legs  and  other  parts  of  the 
body  :  of  the  latter  are  all  fuch  as  are  made 
by  cauteries,  whether  actual,  potential,  or 
blifters.  But  whichever  of  thefe  ways  are 
made  choice  of,  we  fhould  always  be  lure  to 
begin  with  it  as  foon  as  pofiible,  and  before 
the  diftemper  has  got  to  too  great  a  head  $ 
for  the  obfervation  of  Perfius  (f)  is  yndenb* 
ably  true  in  all,  but  more  efpecially  in  this 
dangerous  diforder ;  “  Helleborum  fmftra 
cum  jam  cutis  aegra  tumebit,  pofcentes  vN 
deas,  Venienti  occurrite  morhos.” 

Though  from  thefe  hiftories  it  is  certain 
that  Dropfies  have  fometimes  been  cured  by 
the  means  related  above,  yet  we  mud;  not 
expedi  to  meet  with  the  fame  fuccefs  at  all 
times.  There  are  too  many  hiftories  re- 

9 

corded  in  books,  and  too  many  that  are  freili 
in  our  own  memories,  of  fuch  perfons  as 
have  tried  every  thing  that  could  be  thought 
of  in  this  cafe,  without  fuccefs.  Believe 
me,  at  prefent  there  is  no  method,  or  medi¬ 
cine  to  be  met  with  that  is  infallible  in  this 
diftemper.  No,  the  number  of  fpecifics  is 


at 
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fft  prefent  very  fmall.  When  our  country¬ 
man  Dr.  Sydenham  had  given  relief  two  or 
three  times  in  an  Afcites  by  fyrup  of 
buckthorn  >  as  he  himfelf  informs  us* 
he  was  apt  to  imagine  that  this  medicine 
would  always  be  of  the  fame  fervice  •  but  he 
was  foon  convinced  of  his  miftake,  by  the 
lofs  of  his  patient,  and  hazard  of  his  repu¬ 
tation.  As  the  honefty  and  good-nature  of 
this  great  man  is  fufficiently  evident  in  this 
account  which  he  has  left  us,  from  it  we 
may  learn  three  things  at  leaft  :  firft,  not  to 
be  too  fond  of  a  medicine  in  any  cafe ; 
or  at  leaft  not  to  be  fo  attached  to  it  as  not 
to  change  it,  when  we  find  it  does  not  an- 
fwer  our  expectation  :  fecondly,  not  to  per- 
fevere  too  long  in  any  method,  where  we 
find  it  does  not  fucceed  ;  for  though,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Seneca  (g),  nothing  hinders  the 
recovery  of  our  health  fo  much  as  the  fre¬ 
quent  change  of  medicines,  yet  we  fhoulct 
not  always  depend  upon  one,  though  never 
fo  great  a  favourite.  Here  lies  the  great  and 
effential  difference  between  a  rational  and 
regular  phyfician  and  a  quack.  The  for¬ 
mer  knows  how  to  alter  his  medicines  in 
time,  and  the  latter  goes  on  in  the  fame 

N  road, 
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road,  from  the  firft  feizure  to  the  death  of 
his  patient.  Thirdly,  that  a  few  trials  are 
not  fufficient  to  give  any  medicine  the  name 
or  character  of  a  fpecific  :  long  experience 
can  only  do  this.  How  many  have  wefeen 
and  heard  of  lately  that  have  been  cried 
up  for  infallible,  that  would  not  ftand  the  f, 
ted,  though  protedted  by  the  greateft  pro- 
feffors  ? 

Bandage  has  fometimes  been  of  great 
fervice,  when  young  children  have  been 
dropfical  in  the  head;  but  it  may,  perhaps, 
bear  a  difpute  whether  the  like  method  may 
be  proper  in  anafarcous  fwellings  of  the 
legs.  The  great  objedtion  to  this  kind  of 
practice  is  drawn  from  the  hazard  the  pa¬ 
tient  runs  of  having  the  lymph,  or  watery 
humour,  by  this  means  forced  upwards,  and 
fo  fixed  upon  feme  of  thofe  more  noble 
parts  that  are  immediately  neceflary  to  life* 
This  might,  perhaps,  fometimes  be  the 
cafe,  if  no  evacuation  was  to  be  uled  at  th^ 
time  of  fuch  bandage ;  but  cannot,  I  think, 
where  that  is  not  wanting :  and  yet  to  give 
objedtion  its  full  force,  if  we  fuppofe  no 
evacution  to  be  made,  the  humour  would 
mod  certainly  have  an  equal,  if  not  a  better 
chance  to  pafs  off  either  by  ftool,  urine,  or 

perfpi- 
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perfpiration,  than  to  fix  upon  any  fuch  part. 
Laced  ftockings,  therefore,  have  been  de¬ 
fer  vedly  recommended  in  this  diforder,  by 
Mr.  Wifeman  and  others ;  and  the  fuccefs 
has  frequently,  and  does  daily,  anfwer  the 
prefcriber’s  expectations. 

It  is  furprifing  to  find  how  fmall  and  in** 
fignificant  a  thing  will  fometimes  give  re¬ 
lief,  when  the  greateft  and  moft  approved 
medicines  have  failed.  What  the  Greeks 
called  idiofyncrafy,  or  a  particular  conftitu- 
tion,  we  meet  with  in  almoft  every  day's 
pradtice.  Who  could  imagine  that  an  elec¬ 
tuary  of  raiflns,  a  decodtion  of  oak-buds, 
or  a  little  juice  of  plantain,  fhould  cure  the 
mofl  inveterate  Afcites,  if  hiftory  had  not 
furnifhed  us  with  fuch  examples  ?  There  is 
Nothing,  I  am  lure,  in  the  nature  of  any 
of  thefe  medicines,  that  feems  adequate  to 
fuch  a  ftubborn  diforder.  How  often  do 

i 

we  hear  of  great  cures  performed  by  fome 
trifling  infignificant  thing,  advifed  by  fome 
poor  illiterate  old  woman,  when  great  and 
learned  phyficians  have  pronounced  the  cafe 
incurable  ?  Hence  we  may  alfo  learn,  not  to 
adhere  too  clofely  to  a  favourite  medicine, 
when  we  find  it  does  not  relieve.  Variety 
of  medicines  may  and  ought  to  be  tried, 

N  3  and 
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and  no  cafe  fihould  be  given  over  as  loft,  fo 
long  as  life  remains  ;  but  then  the  medicines 
made  ufe  of  fhould  be  Ample  ones.  There 
are  two  great  objections  againft  the  com-* 
pounding  of  medicines,  at  lead;  againft  a 
great  number  of  ingredients,  ift.  When 
a  cure  is  performed  by  fuch  a  one,  who  can 
tell  which  ingredient  to  afcribe  it  to  ?  2d, 
Though  the  feveral  ingredients  may  all  be 
very  proper  in  themfelves,  yet  who  knows 
they  fhall  be  fo  when  thus  mixed  together? 
Pliny,  in  his  Natural  Hiftory,  book  22. 
chap.  23.  fays,  the  reafon  why  he  only 
treated  of  Ample  medicines  was,  becaufe  in 
fhefe  it  appeared  what  nature  could  do* 
but  in  mixtures  there  was  nothing  but  un** 
certain  conjedture ;  for  the  agreement  and 
difagreement  of  nature  cannot  be  fufficiently 
known  to  any  one  in  mixtures  :  and  Ron- 
feius  de  Scorbuto,  p.  19,  fays,  that  the 
more  Ample  medicines  are,  the  more  power¬ 
fully  they  are  wont  to  exert  their  virtue  and 
efficacy.  Acids,  we  know,  ferment  with 
alkalies,  and  when  that  fermentation  is 
over,  they  acquire  a  very  different  nature 
from  what  each  of  them  had  before.  From 
rye  flower  ind  allum  a  phofphorus  may  be 
prepared,  that  fhall  take  Are  by  only  expo- 
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fing  it  to  the  air,  a  property  which  neither 
of  the  ingredients  have  when  alone.  Fi¬ 
lings  of  fleel  and  fulphur  mixed  together, 
will  become  actually  hot,  and  break  out  in¬ 
to  a  flame,  by  dropping  cold  water  upon 
them ;  and  burnt  marble  or  lime  will  be¬ 
come  hot  after  the  fame  manner.  Since 
th  is  is  the  cafe,  how  careful  ought  w7e  to  be 
in  making  ufe  of  compound  medicines  in 
extemporaneous  practice  ?  Who  knows 
when  feveral  things  have  been  mixed,  and 
flood  long  together,  what  new  properties 
they  may  acquire,  or  what  effedl  they  may 
have  on  a  human  body  ?  Fie  that  pre- 
feribes  the  fdweft  and  moft  Ample  medicines 
will  always  be  looked  upon  as  the  befl  phy- 
fician.  Bleeding  is  at  length  found  to  be 
the  only  true  cure  of  all  kinds  of  inflamma¬ 
tion,  efpecially  of  a  pleurify  5  Briftol  wa¬ 
ter  for  a  diabetes,  and  the  Jefuits  bark  for 
an  ague,  hemorrhage,  and  mortification. 
Dr.  Sydenham  deferves  more  from  mankind 
for  teaching  us  the  ufe  of  riding  on  horfe- 
back,  in  fome  kind  of  confumptions ;  of 
fpirits  of  vitriol  and  diacodium  in  the  fmall- 
pox ;  and  of  fpirits  of  hartfhorn  in  the  con- 
vulfions  of  young  children  ;  than  if  he  had 
left  us  whole  volumes  of  elaborate  preferi'p- 

N  3  tions* 
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tions.  Sir  John  FJoyer  and  Dr.  Baynar4 
gained  no  fmall  reputation  by  reftoring  the 
ufe  of  cold  bathing.  Dr.  Radcliffe  di<4 
more  with  the  teftacea,  than  others  coulG 
do  by  all  the  mod  coftly  drugs  of  the  In¬ 
dies.  Water  and  mercury,  if  rightly  ma¬ 
naged,  will  really  do  wonders  in  the  Drop- 
fy,  and  happy  would  it  be  for  mankind, 
could  a  fimple  fpecific  be  found  out  for  this, 
as  there  has  been  for  Jfome  other  diftempers^ 
but  this  I  fear,  from  the  nature  of  it,  and 
what  has  been  faid  above,  is  not  at  prefent 
to  be  expeded. 

The  cure  of  the  vintner  (Hift.  20.)  is 
Offpnng-  Qnc  0f  tLe  mof|-  remarkable  that  was  ever 

water, 

cffefted  in  this  or  perhaps  any  other  diftem- 
per.  Sir  John  Baynard  lays  he  knows  not 
how  to  account  for  it,  and  therefore  thinks  it 
muft  remain  among  the  occulta  till  the  laft 
day.  “  So  much  water,”  fays  he,  “  drank  fo 
“  fuddenly,  one  would  have  thought,  fhould 
have  totally  extinguifhed  the  natural  heat, 
<<  already  too  low,  weak  and  languid.  Be- 
ie  fides,  there  is  no  property  in  water  that 
we  know  of,  whereby  it  fhould  takeaway 
6C  a  hard  fcirrhous  liver,  or  reftore  a  decayed 
««  and  rotten  omentum,  or  any  other  of  the 
vifcera,  fodden  and  Hewed  in  claret  and 

other 
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u  other  fermented  liquors  to  the  deftrudtion 
“  of  their  tone  and  texture.”  A  great  part 
of  what  is  here  advanced  by  the  doctor  is 
indifputably  true;  and  therefore  forme  to 
attempt  a  folution  of  this  difficulty,  would 
be  looked  upon  as  prefumption ;  otherwife 
we  might  fuppofe,  that  few  or  none  of  the 
lymphatics  were  broken  ;  that  the  juices, 
which  were  extremely  vifcid,  were  atte¬ 
nuated  by  the  great  quantity  of  water, 
which  he  poured  down  in  fo  fhort  a  time, 
and  fo  were  fitted  to  pafs  oft'  quick,  by  all 
the  emun&ories  of  the  body,  the  inteftines, 
ureters,  and  fkin  ;  and  laftly,  that  the  great 
weight  and  preffure  being  once  removed, 
nature  repaired  the  breach,  as  we  fee  fhe 
frequently  does  in  ulcers  of  the  lungs,  blad¬ 
der,  and  other  parts  of  the  body,  where 
we  cannot  come  to  apply  medicines.  Be 
this  as  it  will,  the  ufe  I  would  make  of 
this  hiftory  is,  that  there  is  a  poffibility  of 
curing  the  rnoft  defperate  Dropfy  by  fpring- 
water.  This  is  diredly  contrary  to  Dr.  Sy¬ 
denham’s  theory  and  practice  in  this  dil- 
temper.  Here  he  abfolutely  forbids  every 
thing  fmall,  as  fuppofing  the  blood  too  poor 
and  thin,  which  is  frequently  otherwife,  as 
we  have  already  proved.  If  the  catifes  of 
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diforders,  and  this  aphorifm  of  Hippocrates, 
that  contraries  cure  contraries,  are  to  be  re-^ 
garded,  I  am  fure  water  mud  do  more  in 
the  cure  of  this  diftemper  than  wine. 
Where  one  diforder  of  this  kind  now-a-days 
comes  from  too  low  living,  thoufands,  l  fear, 
come  from  exeefs ;  but  of  this  more  here-** 
after.  Another  ufe  to  be  made  of  this  his¬ 
tory  is,  that  Ample  medicines,  and  fuch  as 
feem  no  way  adequate  to  the  didemper,  will 
fometimes  fucceed  beyond  all  the  rules  of  art, 
and  the  dronged  demondrations  (A).  Pro-r 
vidence,  I  have  often  thought,  has  thus  or^ 
dained  it,  to  confound  the  wifdonr  of  this 
world,  and  to  make  the  man  of  reafon 
know  hew  fmall  his  knowledge  is,  and  yet 
how  great  his  pride  and  vanity. 

From  thefe  hidories  it  plainly  appears,  that 
Dropfies  of  all  kinds  may  fometimes  be 
cured  by  one  kind  or  other  of  evacuation. 
So  long  as  the  water  is  contained  in  the 
lymphatics,  medicines  may  be  of  fervice  : 
when  thefe  are  burd,  the  water  has  fome¬ 
times  been  difeharged  by  tapping,  by  the 
burding  of  the  navel,  or  by  feme  kind  of 
wounds  made  in  a  proper  part  of  the  body. 
When  any  fluid  of  a  human  body  has  been 

long 

(b)  See  Obf.  4.  above* 
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long  out  of  the  veflels,  wherein  it  ufed  to 
circulate,  I  do  not  think  it  poflible  by  any 
means  to  be  brought  back  again  into  them, 
but  mu  ft  by  a  proper  inflrument  be  let  out. 
After  inflammations,  where  matter  is  once 
formed,  the  thing  is  plain  to  the  meaneft 
capacity.  With  regard  to  the  lymphatics,  I 
think,  the  cafe  is  pretty  much  the  fame. 
It  is  certain  there  are  abforbing  veflels  in  a 
human  body,  by  which  fome  particles  of 
matter  may  be  admitted  into  the  mafs  of 
blood  from  without ;  but  then  I  think  they 
nmft  be  exceeding  fine,  fluid  and  perfectly 
free  from  vifcidity.  The  lymph  immedi¬ 
ately  thickens  by  the  heat  of  the  body,  when 
once  cut  of  its  proper  veflels,  fo  that  little 
or  none  can  pofiibly  be  carried  off  this  way. 
I  doubt  not  but  there  are  fome  vapours  con¬ 
stantly  betwixt  the  foldings  of  the  guts,  in 
the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  which  are  as 
conftantly  carried  off  this  way,  either  by 
the  bladder  or  fome  other  part ;  but  when¬ 
ever  thefe  come  to  be  too  vifcid  and  large 
for  thefe  kind  of  outlets,  they  mud  there 
remain,  till  let  out  by  a  proper  inflrument. 
Mr.  Petit  (?)  has  made  an  experiment,  which 

leaves 

(i)  Treatife  of  the  Difeafes  of  the  Bones,  P.  i.  ch, 
16.  p.  189.  See  alfo  Philof.  Tran f.  abr.-  vol.  3.  p.  78. 
where  is  a  like  experiment  by  Dr.  William  Mufgrave. 
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leaves  no  room  for  doubt  in  the  cafe.  He 
fays.  If  a  gallon  of  warm  water  be  injected 
into  the  abdomen  of  a  living  dog,  and  the 
wound  be  clofed  for  two  hours,  and  then 
opened,  that  one  drop  of  the  injeded  wa¬ 
ter  will  not  be  difcharged  at  the  wound. 
Whence  it  is  evident,  i  It,  that  not  only  in 
this,  but  all  other  cavities  of  the  body, 
where  any  liquid  is  feparated  for  lubricating 
the  parts,  and  making  their  motion  eafy, 
the  Superfluous  parts  of  fuch  liquid,  muft 
by  fome  abforbing  veftels,  where  there  is 
no  manifeft  outlet,  be  reconveyed  into  the 
mafs  of  blood  and  humours.  2d,  That 
this  fupetfluity  may  fometimes,  by  heat  of 
the  body  or  other  means,  become  too  grofa 
to  pafs  off  by  the  ufual  way,  and  muft 
therefore  occafion  Dropfies  and  other  difor- 
ders  of  the  part.  3d,  That  no  ftimulating 
medicines  can  be  of  any  fervice  in  a  Dropfy, 
where  the  lymphatics  are  broken.  All  ca*? 
thartic,  diuretic,  diaphoretic  and  other  kind 
of  medicines,  can  he  of  no  fervice  in  this 
cafe.  As  all  thefe  ad  with  a  ftimulus,  in- 
creafe  the  circulation  of  the  blood,  and 
make  an  evacuation,  they  muft  confequently 
weaken,  and  are  therefore  at  fuch  times  fo 
far  from  doing  good,  that  they  muft  of  ne- 

ceffity 


t 
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ceflity  do  harm.  Hence  it  is  we  fo  often 
hear  of  the  fudden  death  of  dropfical  per- 
fons,  after  ftrong  purges  given  by  fome  un- 
fkilful  hand.  L^et  me,  therefore,  lay  it 
down  as  a  truth  to  be  remembered,  by 
every  judicious  praftitioner,  and  in  every 
part  of  this  treatife,  that  after  the  lympha¬ 
tics  are  once  bnrft,  no  forcing  medicines  of 
any  kind  are  to  be  given  in  this  diftempcr* 
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CHAP.  VII. 

•  / 

Of  the  cure  of  a  Dropfy  by  internal 

Means. 

Having  in  the  foregoing  chapter 
fhewn  all  the  ways  whereby  it  is  pof- 
fible  to  cure  a  Dropfy,  I  {hall  here  treat  of 
each  of  them  more  at  large,  and  alfo  {hall 
produce  the  mod  effectual  remedies  for  this 
purpofe.  Before  I  do  this,  it  may  not  per¬ 
haps  be  improper  to  fay  a  word  or  two  con¬ 
cerning  the  operation  of  medicines  in  gene¬ 
ral,  and  the  way  to  eafe  thirfb,  which  is 
frequently  a  moil  troublefome  companion 
in  this  diftemper* 

SECT.  I.  Several  Ways  ta  eafe  Thirjt*. 

Dr.  Sydenham  fays  fmall  liquors  increafe 
third:  (i)  in  this  difeafe,  and  therefore  ad- 

vifes 

(k)  This  precept,  I  think,  is  only  founded  upon 
poetry  :  Ovid  fays  in  this  cafe,  Quo  plus  funt  pot#, 
plus  fitiuntur  aquae  ;  and  Horace, 

Crefcit  indulgens  fibi  dirus  Hydrops, 

Nec  fitim  pellit,  nifi  caufa  morbi 
Fugerit  venis  &  aquofus  albo, 

Corpore  languor. 


of  DROPS  Y.  ig* 


vifes  to  gargle  the  mouth  with  fp.  vitriol,  to 
hold  tamarinds  in  it,  or  chew  a  lemon  ;  but 
not  to  fwallow  any  of  them  for  fear  of 
their  coldnefs.  This  caution,  I  think, 
might  better  have  been  fpared,  than  men¬ 
tioned  on  this  occafion  ;  for  cooling  things 
can  do  but  little  injury,  where  perfons  are 
burnt  up  with  internal  heat.  Tamarinds 
purge  as  well  as  cool,  and  all  acids,  of  what 
kind  foever,  help  to  thin  vifcid,  lizy  hu¬ 
mours,  and  lit  them  for  fecretion.  Small 
punch  is  a  moll  powerful  diuretic ;  fo  is 
elix.  vitriol,  the  Ip.  vitriol  here  mentioned, 
and  all  the  preparations  of  nitre,  fulphur, 
&c.  but  fure  thofe  medicines  that  provoke 
urine  can  never  do  harm  in  a  Dropfy.  Nay 
thefe  kind  of  medicines  have  opened  the 
obftrudted  kidneys,  and  cured  a  fuppreftion 

of  urine,  w'hen  all  others  have  proved  in¬ 
effectual  (/). 

M.  Lifter  in  his  feventeenth  cafe  fays, 
the  woman  he  there  fpeaks  of  was  advifed, 
bnt  not  by  him,  for  her  great  thirft,  to 
hold  upon  her  tongue,  once  a  day,  or  oftner, 
a  little  thin  bit  of  bread,  well  toafted,  and 
dipped  in  fpirits  of  wine,  to  make  her  fpit ; 

which 


By  acids- 


By  bread 
dipped  in 
fpirits  of 
wine. 


V)  Philof.  Tranf.  abriug.  yol.  3.  p.  14S.  and  Fuller’s 
Haul!  us  diureticue  acidus. 
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which  /he  did,  and  it  anfwered  her  expec¬ 
tation. 

Wain wright,  in  his  treatife  on  the  non-* 
Bv  green  naturals,  recommends  green  tea,  fteeped  in 
rhenidi  wine,  which  is  both  a  diuretic  and 
/Iren Athens  the  ftomach  at  the  fame  time. 

o 

Sir  Theod.  Mayerne,  Etmuller,  and  others. 
By  nitre,  advife  the  preparations  of  nitre,  which  by 
the  by  are  much  colder  than  the  acids  Dr. 
Sydenham  cautions  us  fo  ftrongly  againfh 
The  lapis  or  fal  prunella,  both  of  the  Lon¬ 
don  and  Scotch  Difpenfatory,  the  Sp.  nitri 
dulcis.  Fuller’s  deco  Ft  um  coccineum,  and 
the  decodtum  nitrofum  in  the  Edinburgh 
Difpenfatory,  are  all  excellent  medicines  for 
this  purpofe. 

Mayerne  likewife  advifes  the  patient  to 
hold  a  drachm  of  the  following  medicine  in 
his  mouth  now  and  then,  ad  fitim  fallendam. 

R.  mucilag.  fern.-  pfyl.  &  cydon.  extradb 
in  aq.  rof.  rub.  ?jj*  facch.  cand.  3Jij-  fp. 
vitriol,  gtt.  3.  m.  f.  mucilago. 

Van.  Helmont  fays,  a  few  drops  of  Sp.  of^ 
By  fp.  of  fulphur  will  fooner  allay  third:  than  fome 
fulphur.  quarts  of  water  j  and  fpirits  of  vitriol  may 
deferve  the  fame  encomium. 

By  chew-  Fernelius  recommends  the  chewing:  of 

mg  maf-  .  .  0 

tkk.  m alack  or  fuch  like  things*  which  he  fays 

do 
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do  not  only  draw  water  from  the  head,  hut 
from  the  ftomach  alio  and  abdomen  5  and 
Riverius  is  of  the  fame  opinion. 

C.  Celfus  tells  us,  that  one  Metrodorus,  By  vomit- 
a  difciple  of  Epicurus,  laboured  under  a  lr‘s’ 
Dropfy;  and  that  not  being  able  to  bear  fuch 
an  intolerable  third,  he  abftained  from  li¬ 
quids  as  long  as  he  was  able,  and  then 
drank  till  he  vomited  {in).  Hereupon  the 
author  makes  this  feafonable  obfervation. 

That  it  is  true  by  this  means  the  difeafe  may 
more  eafily  be  endured  ^  but  if  any  of  the 
liquid  is  retained  in  the  domach,  it  will  in- 
creafe  the  diforder,  and  is  therefore  of  opi¬ 
nion,  that  this  method  fhould  not  be  tried 
in  every  conftitution. 

/ 

SECT.  II.  Of  Medicines  in  general. 

It  is  very  apparent,  that  there  is  but  one 
canal  or  paifage  from  the  mouth  to  the  anus  ^ 
the  anatomifts  divide  it  into  feveral  imaei- 

o 

nary  parts.  In  fome  places  it  is  much 
wider,  thicker,  and  fuller  of  wrinkles,  than 
it  is  in  others.  All  medicines  taken  in  at 
the  mouth  mud  be  confldered  as  they  act 
immediately  upon  this  tube ;  or  as  they  af~ 
fe<ft  the  fluids  and  folids  of  the  whole  body, 

after 


(m)  C,  Celfus,  Lib.  3.  c,  21* 
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after  they  are  taken  up  by  the  ladteals,  and 
by  them  have  been  conveyed  into  the  mafs 
of  blood. 

Every  thing  that  adts  fo  powerfully  upon 
“the  firft  part  of  the  canal,  or  ftomach;  as 
to  invert  its  natural  motion,  and  caufe  it  to 
An  eme-  throw  up  its  contents,  is  called  an  emetic 
dc,  what.  or  vomit.  If  it  paffes  over  the  pylorus 
without  difordering  the  ftomach  ;  if  it  in- 
creafes  the  periflal tic  or  vermicular  motion 
of  the  guts,  and  fo  makes  the  excrements 
pafs  off  quicker  than  ufual  by  the  anus ;  we 
then  give  it  the  name  of  a  cathartic  or 
purge  :  laftly,  a  medicine,  that  is  entirely, 
or  for  the  greateft  part,  conveyed  into  the 
mafs  of  blood,  without  affedting  this  firft 
paffage,  receives  different  names  as  it  adts 
more  immediately  upon  this  or  that  part  of 
the  body.  If  the  pores  of  the  fkin  are  the 
feat  of  action,  it  is  named  a  diaphoretic 
medicine ;  if  the  urinary  paffages,  a  diu^ 
retie,  &c. 

From  thefe  definitions  it  follows,  ift,  that 
emetics  and  cathartics  are,  or  may  be,  the 
fame  kind  of  medicines ;  that  they  only  dif¬ 
fer  in  degrees  of  itrength  ;  that  an  emetic 
may  be  reduced  to  a  cathartic,  and,  vice 
verfa,  a  cathartic  may  be  increafed  to  an 

emetic 


A  diapho 
-retie. 

A  diure¬ 
tic. 
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tions. 
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emetic  fometimes,  the  former  by  diminifh- 
ing,  and  the  latter  by  augmenting  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  the  medicine.  Hence  we  may  ea- 
fily  fee  how  a  vomit  frequently  gives  a  mo¬ 
tion  to  ftool,  and  a  purge  often  gives  a  puke 
or  two,  before  or  during  its  operation.  2d, 
That  every  medicine  which  paifes  the  lac- 
teals,  muft  affedt  the  whole  mafs  of  blood, 
and  therefore  muft  adt  upon  other  parts  of 
the  body,  as  well  as  that  from  whence  it 
takes  its  name  :  3d,  That  diuretic,  diapho¬ 
retic,  &c.  medicines,  which  are  generally 
taken  up  by  the  ladteals,  may  fometimes  be¬ 
come  cathartic  or  emetic.  Thus  diaphore¬ 
tic  antimony,  if  it  has  lain  long  expofed  tp 
the  air,  will,  in  pretty  ftrong  conftitutions, 
excite  vomiting,  as  Zwelfer  and  Boyle  have 
obferved  j  and  all  diuretics,  in  weak  ones, 
will  frequently  purge,  as  I  have  often  found 
by  experience.  4th,  That  all  thofe  medi¬ 
cines  which  pafs  by  the  ladteals  into  the 
mafs  of  blood,  muft  be  extremely  uncertain 
in  their  operation,  fince  they  muft  affedt 
other  parts  of  the  body,  befides  that  which 
is  principally  defigned.  5th,  That  not  only 
the  foregoing,  but  every  medicine  in  gene¬ 
ral,  unlefs  exadtly  proportioned  to  the  con- 
ftitution,  and  other  circumftances,  may, 

O  nay 
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Sweat  in 

vomiting, 

whence. 


nay  often  mud,  increafe  other  fecretions, 
hefides  that  which  we  principally  have  in 
view.  Thus  emetics  often  give  dools,  and 
provoke  fweat ;  cathartics  often  vomit,  pro¬ 
voke  urine,  fweat,  &c.  But  to  be  fome- 
whit  more  particular. 

Emetics,  as  we  observed,  excite  a  motion 
of  the  domach  directly  contrary  to  nature. 
The  diaphragm  mufcles  of  the  belly  and 
bread  are  all  forced  to  a  did  in  this  opera¬ 
tion.  Thefe  kind  of  medicines  adi  very 

brifkly  upon  the  nervous  coat  of  the  do- 

♦ 

mach,  and  there  caufe  a  convulfion.  There 
is  not  much  time  during  the  operation  of  a 
vomit,  for  many  of  its  particles  to  pafs  the 
ladteals  -3  nay,  I  think  it  next  to  impoffible 
that  any  of  them  fhould,  fince  the  bowels 
are  fo  very  comprefled  by  the  mufcles  of  the 
bdlv,  every  time  there  is  a  convulfion  of 
the  domach.  The  fvveats,  therefore,  that 
are  occafioned  by  vomits,  are  not  owing  to 
their  adting  upon  the  whole  mafs  of  blood, 
but  to  the  convulfive  motion  of  the  nerves, 
the  ficknefs  and  faintnefs  of  the  patient, 
and  the  great  relaxation,  caufed,  fird,  by  the 
warm  liquor  drank  in  the  operation ;  and 
fecond,  by  the  naufea  from  the  medicine  fo 
difagreeable  to  the  domach.  Mr.  Chirac,  a 

phyfician 
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phyfician  at  Montpelier,  would  make  us  be¬ 
lieve,  the  force  of  the  mufcles  employed  in 
the  action  of  vomiting  are  at  lead  equal  to 
two  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand  pound 
weight.  If  fo,  no  one  I  think  fhould  won¬ 
der  at  the  fweats  which  are  caufed  by  thefe 
kind  of  medicines  :  the  greater  wonder  is 
how  any  man  is  able  to  fupport  fuch  a  bur- 

deni  without  immediate  dedrudion  of  the 
whole  machine  (u). 

What  has  been  /aid  of  the  profufe  deli- 
quions  fweats  occaftoned  by  vomits  is  equal¬ 
ly  true  of  thofe  caufed  by  ftrong  purges; 
Howeve*  this  be,  it  is  mod  certain,  that 
iuch  rough  medicines  as  thefe  ought  not  to 
be  given  without  great  caution  and  circum- 
fpedtion ;  for  if  they  do  not  give  relief, 
they  mud  certainly  do  harm,  being  too  ac¬ 
tive  not  to  affed:  the  conftitution  fome  way 
or  other.  When  the  juices  are  become 
too  vifcid,  and  the  fibres  too  much  relaxed, 
fo  that  the  circulation  cannot  be  carried  on 
in  the  capillary,  or  mod  minute  veffels, 
emetics  and  rough  purges  mud  certainly  do 
admirable  fervice.  They  not  only  unload 
the  obdructed  veffels,  but  by  their  velli- 
cations  give  fre/li  force  and  elafticity  to 

2  the 

(«)  See  Dr.  Cheney’s  Theory  of  Fevers,  p.  89. 
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the  weakened  fibres.  On  the  other  hand, 
where  any  fluid  of  a  human  body  is  extra- 
vafated,  as  it  is  impoffible  by  any  art  to 
bring  it  back  again  into  its  proper  veffels, 
fo  it  muft  be  extremely  ridiculous  to  attempt 
to  do  it  by  thefe  violent  methods.  If  the 
patient  fhould  have  the  good  fortune  to  fur- 
vive  the  operation,  yet  it  muft  doubtlefs 
bring  him  much  nearer  to  the  grave.  This 
cafe  we  often  meet  with,  when  thefe  kinds 
of  medicines  are  injudicioufly  adminiftered 
by  quacks  and  other  bold  pretenders,  as  we 
before  obfervcd. 

The  ancients  were  of  opinion,  that  feme 
fort  of  purges  were  more  proper  than  others 
in  particular  difeafes.  Accordingly  fome  they 
called  cholagogues,  others  phlegmagogues, 
and  fome  hydragogues,  according  as  they 
were  thought  to  carry  off  choler,  phlegm, 
or  water.  Dr.  James  Keil  ( o ),  thinks  he 
has  made  this  dodtrine  of  the  ancients  pro¬ 
bable  at  leaft,  from  abftrafted  reafoning  and 
mechanic  principles;  but  Quincy  (y>)  de- 
monffrates-,  from  the  fame  principles,  that 
there  can  be  no  fpecific  purges ;  but  that 
all  cathartics  of  the  fame  flrength  will  be 

equally 

(<?)  Tentam.  Med.  Phyf.  p.  1 12. 

If  )  Pharm.  p.  177. 
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equally  ferviceable  in  all  cafes.  From  thefe 
two  gentlemen  we  may  plainly  fee,  what 
certainty  is  to  be  expe&ed  from  mathema¬ 
tical  demonftrations,  as  they  are  called,  when 
applied  to  the  operation  of  medicines,  the 
caufe  and  origin  of  difeafes,  &c.  If  we 
may  be  allowed  to  judge  of  medicines  by  the 
fmell,  tafte,  fee.  one  would  make  no  fcruple 
to  affert  pofitively,  that  there  might  be  fuch 
things  as  fpecific  cathartics.  We  find  as  great 
.  a  difference  in  the  fenfible  qualities  of  thefe 
kinds  of  medicines,  as  there  can  poffibly  be  in 
the  humours  of  a  man’s  body;  fo  that  we 
may  fairly  from  hence  affert  the  poffibility 
of  fuch  kind  of  medicines.  Betides,  we 
daily  fee  dropfical  perfons,  that  have  tried 
feveral  forts  of  cathartics,  at  laft  relieved  by 
one  which  is  not  feemingly  fo  flrong  as  fome 
that  they  have  before  taken ;  and  hence,  as 
I  have  elfewhere  obferved,  it  is  certain  we 
ought  not  in  this  diftemper,  to  flick  too 
clofely  to  any  one  medicine,  efpeciaily  of 
the  purging  kind. 

It  is  furprifing  to  fee  what  vafl  quantities 
of  water,  or  aqueous  humours,  are  fometimes 
difeharged  by  ftool  in  dropfical  cafes.  Many 
authors  have  attempted,  but  few  have  given, 
any  tolerable  account  of  this  phenomenon. 

O  3  Peyerus 
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Peyerus  and  Brunner  in  the  laid  century? 
difcovered  an  innumerable  number  of  fmall 
glands  all  along  the  tube  of  the  inteftines* 
whole  excretory  duds  open  into  this  great 
canal.  Whether  they  are  as  numerous  as, 
thofe  of  the  (kin,  or  whether  their  excre¬ 
tory  duds  are  of  the  fame  diameter  with 
them,  is  not  yet  exadly  determined.  There 
are  alfo  other  large  ones,  which  difcharge 
their  contents  immediately  into  this  canal, 
viz.  the  liver,  pancreas,  &c.  Dr.  J.  Keil 
{q)  fays  that  the  bile  is  difcharged  into  the 
interlines  at  the  rate  of  two  drachms  an  hour 

l  t  l  V  ‘  • 

at  the  lead.  Mr.  Chefelden  (r)  ingenuoufly 
confelfes,  that  he  knows  no  way  of  com¬ 
puting  with  any  exadnefs,  what  quantity  of 
bile  is  thus  fecreted  by  the  liver  in  a  given 
time  ;  but  fuppofes  it  may  be  four  times  as. 
much  as  all  the  falival  glands  fecrete  in  the 
fame  time,  or  twenty-four  ounces  at  every 
meal;  and  that  the  pancreas  in  the  fame 
time  di (charges  three  ounces.  From  thefe 
two  large  duds  he  fuppofes  the  large  fepara- 
tions  made  from  the  blood  by  cathartics* 
may  better  be  accounted  for,  than  from  the 
foregoing  glands*  which  are  fcarce  vifible. 

Without 

'  .  7  i  '  '  •* 

(y)  Tentam.  Med.  Phyf.  p.  qS. 

(r)  Anatom,  p.  158.  ch,  5, 
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Without  doubt,  both  the  greater  and  the  lef- 
fer  glands  are  forced  by  cathartics  to  part  By  them 
with  their  contents,  much  quicker  than  al* 
they  do  in  a  natural  date.  If  the  fkin  of  a 

J  s 

man’s  body  contains  two  thoufand  fix  hun¬ 
dred  and  forty  fquare  inches,  the  guts  will 
contain  one  thoufand  four  hundred  and  forty, 
or  more  than  half  as  many,  according  to  Dr. 

Friend  (j).  Suppofe  then,  a  cathartic  of 
the  ftrongeft  kind  was  to  act  all  along  the 
bowels,  as  a  blider  does  upon  the  fkin  ;  that 
the  difeharges  made  by  both,  from  a  given 
part  fhould  in  a  given  time  be  equal  ;  that 
drong  cathartics  adi  four  times  quicker  than 
biiders ;  and  iadly,  that  a  blider  five  inches 
fquare  would,  in  a  given  time,  difeharge  an 
ounce  of  ferum :  hence  it  would  follow, 
that  in  a  fourth  part  of  the  fame  time  a 
drong  cathartic  would  difeharge  at  lead 
four  pound  of  matter,  for  the  whole  fkin, 
if  blidered,  would  difeharge  about  nine. 

Secondly,  Suppofe  the  particles  of  a  ca¬ 
thartic  lkould  pafs  the  ladteals,  and  mix 
with  the  blood  and  juices,  they  mud  cer¬ 
tainly  increafe  the  circulation,  thin  thefe 
fluids,  and  dilate  the  mouths  of  all  the. 
excretory  dudls  of  the  great  canal.  If  the 

O  4  again 

(-0  Comment,  on  Hippocr.  de  Morb.  Epidem,  page 
125,  126. 
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diameter  of  thefe  veffels  becomes  as  wide 
again  as  in  a  natural  date.  Dr,  Friend  (s) 
has  proved  that,  by  this  dilatation  only,  about 
four  pound  and  a  half  of  ferum,  would  be  eva-» 
cuated  in  eight  hours  time,  without  taking 
the  pancreatic  juice  into  the  account. 

3.  Laflly,  fuppofe  a  ftrong  cathartic  fhould 
aft  both  thefe  ways,  which  is  more  than 
probable  it  does,  a  gallon  of  ferum  may 
then  pcflibly  be  difcharged  by  ftool,  in  the 
common  time  a  purge  is  in  working.  If 
the  mouths  of  thefe  veffels  fhould  become 
wider  in  any  other  proportion,  the  quantity 
of  matter  difcharged  would  be  increafed 
according  to  the  fquares  of  the  diameters 
of  thefe  vefiels ;  and  hence  it  is  apparent, 
how  great  a  quantity  of  humours  may  poff 
fibly  be  difcharged  by  ftrong  cathartics  in  a 
little  time. 

It  is  generally  fuppofed  by  all  kind  of 
writers,  that  rough  purges,  during  the  time 
of  their  operation,  pafs  the  lafteals,  and  fo 
mixing  with  the  chyle  and  blood,  occafion 
fermentations,  rarefaftions,  &c.  whereby 
they  remove  obdruftions  in  every  even  the 
.remoteft  part  of  the  body;  but  that  the 
more  gentle  ones  aft  only  upon  the  grand 

canals 

(-0  Ibid.  Comment,  on  Hippocr, 
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canal,  or  firft  paflages.  This  doctrine,  I 
think,  has  no  foundation  in  nature,  nay,  is 
diredly  contrary  to  matter  of  fact.  Every 
one  knows,  that  the  longer  any  liquid  is  in 
paffing  from  the  mouth  to  the  anus,  the 
more  of  its  fined  particles  may,  nay  mu  ft, 
be  taken  up  by  the  ladeal  vefiels  ;  and  con- 
fequently,  the  more  gentle  any  purging  me¬ 
dicine  is  in  its  operation,  the  more  of  it 
mud  be  conveyed  into  the  blood.  In  com¬ 
mon  pradice  we  daily  fee  great  alterations 
follow  the  repetition  of  purging  medicines 
in  fmall  quantities  for  feveral  days  together. 
Rhubarb  is  fo  flow  a  worker,  that  I  have  of¬ 
ten  feen  it  in  the  urine,  before  it  has  given 

o 

a  dool ;  and  we  have  an  extraordinary  in- 
dance  below  ft),  where  caffia,  taken  thus 
two  or  three  days  together,  caufed  a  prodi¬ 
gious  flux  of  urine.  Calomel  we  find  is 
not  fo  apt  upon  taking  cold  to  raife  a  faliva- 
tion  when  given  with  gutta  gamba,  jalap, 
fcammony,  &c.  as  when  mixed  with  con- 
ierve  of  rofes  or  diafcordium,  and  kept  in 
the  body  all  night.  Good  reafon,  then, 
had  Dr.  Friend  (#)  to  fay,  that  when  we 
give  mercurial  purges,  in  order  to  remove 

obftrudions, 

(t)  See  Dr.  Cheney’s  new  Theory  of  Fevers,  p.  g8\ 
[uj  Emmenol-og.  p.  in. 
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obftrudions,  the  number  of  ftools,  or  quan¬ 
tity  of  matter  difcharged  per  annum,  is 
very  little  to  be  regarded  ;  becaufe  the  ef¬ 
ficacy  of  the  medicine  will  be  as  great,  if 
not  greater,  where  this  vifible  evacuation  is 
inconfiderable.  The  cafe  being  as  it  is  here 
reprefented,  how  (hall  we  be  able  to  account 
for  the  operation  of  rough  purges  in  making 
fo  great  an  evacuation  in  a  fhort  time  ?  I 
anfwer,  very  eafily.  Asv  thefe  medicines 
muft  aft  with  a  ftimulus,  the  quicker  they 
pafs  through  us,  the  more  frequently  muft 
the  excretory  duds  of  the  glands  in  the  in- 
teftines  be  opened.  The  juices  then  run¬ 
ning  off  fo  quick  per  annum,  an  inverted 
circulation  of  the  juices  muft  follow,  The 
motion  which  before  was  from  the  bowels 
to  the  ffdn,  will  now  be  turned  from  th& 
fkin  to  the  bowels*  When,  therefore,  ob- 
jftrudions  and  humours  are  parried  off  thus* 
it  muft  be  by  revulfton  ;  but  when  they  mix 
with  the  blood,  they  ad  as  real  deobftru- 
ents,  and  rarifying  the  vifcid  juices  fit  them 
to  pafs  off  by  all  the  other  glands  of  the 
body.  From  this  explanation  of  the  opera^ 
lion  of  medicines,  many  ufeful  dodrines, 
with  regard  to  pradice,  follow:  ift.  The 
danger  in  giving  rough  purges  will  be  di- 

redly 
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reftly  as  the  times  in  which  they  pafs 
through  the  inteftines.  2d,  The  danger  in 
giving  ftrong  vomits  will  be  to  that  of  rough 
purges,  fuppoling  they  ad  equally  in  the 
fame  time,  3s  the  length  of  the  ftomach  is 
to  that  of  all  the  intellines  j  and  if  the 
times  in  which  they  adt  are  unequal,  this 
danger  mud  be  in  a  compound  ratio  of  the 
length  of  the  parts  they  aft  upon  direftly, 
and  their  refpeftive  times  of  aftion.  3d, 
Rough  purges,  in  acute  diftempers,  mult  be 
exceeding  dangerous,  unlefs  they  be  given 
at  the  very  beginning  3  fince  the  foregoing 
ratio  muft  be  increafed  by  that  of  the  time 
fince  the  obftrudion  began  inverfely;  or  the 
vifcidity  of  the  blood  and  juices.  In  fe¬ 
vers,  then,  thefe  kind  of  medicines  muft 
often  do  harm,  viz.  if  they  invert  the  cir¬ 
culation  of  the  juices,  and  throw  too  great 
a  quantity  upon  the  bowels.  4th,  The 
rougheft  purgers,  when  given  in  fmall  quan¬ 
tities,  mult  be  the  powerful  deob- 

ftruents,  and  fo  lefs  dangerous  than  when 
given  in  a  larger.  5th,  The  fweats  caufed 
by  rough  vomits  and  purges  can  give  no  re¬ 
lief,  fmce  they  are  not  the  effed  of  the 
medicine  in  the  cuticular  glands,  but  of 

too 
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too  great  evacution,  a  naufea  and  ficknefs, 
or  too  great  an  expence  of  animal  Spirits. 


i  ~  Ey  vo 
jsuts* 


Weak 
ones  re- 
com- 
*  mended. 


SECT.  III.  The  Cure  of  Dropfies * 

The  ancients  fay  little  about  vomits,  es¬ 
pecially  thofe  of  the  rougher  kind,  in  the 
cure  of  a  Dropfy.  Themifon  began  the 
cure  of  an  Afcites  with  a  vomit  of  fquills 
or  hellebore,  and  ordered  it  to  be  repeated 
three  times  in  a  ( v )  month.  C.  Celfusfays, 
if  the  belly  Swells  with  pain,  it  is  neceilary 
to  vomit  every  day,  or  every  other  day,  af¬ 
ter  dinner.  Here  I  fuppofe  this  author  muft 
be  underfood  of  fuch  mild  emetics  only,  as 
cccafion  the  ftomach  to  part  with  its  con¬ 
tents  eafily,  and  fo  take  away  that  fulnefs 
and  diftention  fo  troublefome  to  the  pa¬ 
tient. 

Many  approve  of  gentle  vomits  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  a  Dropfy,  both  before  and  af¬ 
ter  meat,  but  forbid  flrong  ones,  for  they 
weaken  very  greatly  (w). 

Hercules  (x),  the  Saxon,  fufpeds  ftrong 
vomits ;  for  ift.  If  they  do  not  Succeed, 
the  peritonaeum,  he  fays,  may  be  broken  : 

2d,  The 

(v)  C.  Aurel.  p.  490. 

(w)  P.  FcrefL  Obf.  32.  p.  248.  and  Marcell.  Do- 
nat.  de  Meu.  Hift.  mirab.  p.  424. 

(x)  PrseledL  p.  203. 
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2d,  The  force  of  the  water  upwards  may 
endanger  fuffocation ;  and  Nicolas  Floren¬ 
tine  (y )  mentions  one  who  died  by  this 
operation. 

Barbette  fzj  difapproves  of  ftrong  vo¬ 
mits  in  this  diforder,  for  thefe  following  rea- 
fons :  ift,  They  difturb  the  fick,  and  make 
them  fainty  :  2d,  They  weaken  the  ftomach, 
fo  that  it  never  after  digefts  its  food  as  it 
ought.  This  he  had  often  obferved,  and 
concludes  thus.  Let  other  men  do  as  they 
pleafe,  for  my  part,  I  neither  love  nor  order 
them. 

Sir  Theod.  Mayerne  ( a )  condemns  rough 
vomits  in  this  diftemper,  efpecially  thofe 
made  of  ftibium  and  fays.  When  the  fto- 
mach  naufeates  what  it  takes,  fo  as  to  re¬ 
quire  a  vomit,  it  fhould  not  be  ftronger 
than  fome  preparation  of  vitriol,  or  the  ripe 
feeds  of  the  greater  cataputia,  made  with 
almonds  into  the  form  of  an  emulfion. 

Etmuller  (^),  however,  is  of  opinion, 
that  weak  vomits  will  not  work  upon  drop- 
lie  al  perfons,  either  becaufe  of  the  atonia 
or  weaknefs  of  the  ftomach,  or  elie  becaufe 

the 


Strong 
ones  re? 
je&ech 


Appro¬ 

ved. 


(y)  .Serm.  5,  ch.  15. 
(a)  Ibid,  p,  285. 


(z)  Prax.  Med.  p,  163. 
(b)  Op.  Med,  p,  299. 
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the  medicines  are  altered,  and  fixed  as  it4 
were  by  the  fill fo  acid  fierofities  contained 
therein  j  and  therefore  they  ought,  he  lays* 
to  be  flrong,  and  given  in  a  large  dofe* 

This  author  is  the  firft  who  recommends 
firong  vomits,  and  his  reafons  for  fo  doing 
are  here  produced,  which  in  my  opinion  are 
very  indifferent  ones.  For  many  people  in 
Dropfies  are  very  much  inclined  of  them- 
felves  to  vomit ;  fo  that  warm  water  alone 
is  fufficient  to  bring  up  the  contents  of  the 
flomach.  Metrodorus,  as  we  obferved  a~ 
hove  from  Cel  (us,  cured  his  third:  and  his 
Dropfy,  by  abdaining  as  long  as  he  could 
from  all  forts  of  liquids,  and  then  drinking 
a  fufficient  quantity  of  any  liquor  to  make 
him  vomit  y  but  he  does  not  fo  much  as 
hint  that  he  made  ufe  of  any  medicine  in 
this  diforder  to  procure  the  defired  effedh 
Dr.  Sydenham,  I  fuppofe,  from  the  fore¬ 
going  authority,  recommends,  and  is  ex¬ 
tremely  pie  a  fed  with  an  infufion  of  crocus 
metallorurn,  commonly  called  vinum  bene- 
didum,  given  to  7ifs#  or  every  morning* 
as  the  drength  of  the  patient  will  allows 
He  relates  a  hidory  of  a  poor  woman  to 
whom  he  gave  fix  dofes  at  lead  of  this  his 
favourite  medicine.  Without  doing  her  any 

manner 
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manner  of  fervice,  as  far  as  I  am  able  to 
judge.  For  he  confeffes,  that  by  this 
means  the  vapours  were  raifed  in  her  to  a 
very  great  degree,  and  that  he  could  not 
make  a  cure  of  her  till  he  had  recourfe  to 
fuch  purges  as  are  accounted  fpecifics  in 
dropfical  d iforders. 

This  method  has  found  but  little  encou-  Rejeded. 
ragement  among  the  learned,  as  being,  I 
fuppofe  too  rough,  and  feldom  or  never  giv¬ 
ing  relief.  Dr.  Sydenham  himfelf,  to  do 
him  juflice,  fee  ms  to  have  been  convinced 
of  his  error  in  being  too  fond  of  this  medi¬ 
cine,  as  well  as  fyrup  of  buckthorn  j  for  in 
his  Proceflus  Integri,  which  was  written  at 

i 

the  latter  end  of  his  days  for  the  inftru&ion 
of  his  own  fon,  he  does  not  fo  much  as 
mention  this  kind  of  evacuation  in  the  cure 
of  a  Dropfy,  which  he  furely  would,  if  he 
had  found  it  fo  necefiary  as  he  once  appre¬ 
hended  it  to  be.  The  great  Boerhave  in¬ 
deed  fays,  Aphor.  1245,  that  the  vomits 
made  ufe  of  in  this  difletnper  fhoiild  be 
ftrong  and  often  repeated.  But  as  he  gives 
no  reafon  for  this  pradlice,  nor  any  hiftary 
of  cures  wrought  by  it,  we  may  look  upon 
it  as  a  gratis  didtum,  fupported  only  by  his 
own  great  name,  and  that  of  Etmuller  and 

Sydenham. 
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Sydenham.  If  I  may  be  allowed  to  fpeak 
in  this  controverfy,  I  muft  fay,  that  neither 
in  my  reading  or  practice,  did  I  ever  meet 
with  a  dropfical  cafe,  which  was  cured. by 
ftrong  emetics ;  but  have  fometimcs  known 
them  do  harm. 

Foreftus  tells  us  of  a  perfon  that  was 
cured  of  a  Dropfy  by  vomiting ;  but  then 
medicines  had  no  hand  in  it,  for  this  was 
only  caufed  by  the  (hip’s  motion,  the 
patient  having  been  advifed  to  go  to 
fea.  Very  juftly,  therefore,  in  my  opi¬ 
nion,  does  M.  Lifter  difapprove  this 
way  of  proceeding  by  ftrong  vomits,  for 
thefe  following  reafons  :  ift,  Becaufe  that 
great  practitioner  Sir  Theod.  Mayerne,  as 
we  before  obferved,  condemned  rough  vo¬ 
mits  ;  and  I  think  I  may  fafely  add,  that 
all  the  antient  and  many  modern  phyficians 
do  the  fame.  2d,  Thefe  kind  of  medicines 
increafe  third:,  and  occafion  the  patient  to 
drink  too  much.  3d,  Such  an  operation 
muft  with  great  difficulty  be  undergone  by 
perfons  fo  ftiort  breathed  as  thofe  generally 
are  who  are  much  dwelled  with  a  Dropfy. 
4th,  More  water  may  be  difcharged  by 
ftool  than  can  poftibly  be  carried  off  by  this 
method.  5th,  To  thefe  give  me  leave,  to 

add 
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tu3d  a  fifth,  which  is  the  great  danger  there 
muft  be  of  burftihg  the  lymphatics  and 
other  veffels,  too  much  already  fluffed  with 
vifcid  and  fizy  humours.  Fabr.  Hildanus 
(d)  gives  us  a  hiftory  of  a  girl  that  was 
killed  by  a  dofe  of  crocus  metallorum  in 
powder,  the  omentum  being  burft  in  the 
lower  part  of  it  by  the  violence  of  the  ope¬ 
ration  ;  of  a  woman  who  loft  her  hearing, 
by  a  dofe  of  vinum  benedidtum ;  and  of 
another  who  became  a  fool,  after  a  ftrong 
vomit  given  her  by  an  empiric  :  fb  that 
with  good  reafon  he  bids  us  be  cautious  in 
giving  ftrong  vomits  in  cachedtic  and  dropfi- 
cal  cafes; 

I  myfelf  knew  a  colonel  of  the  army, 
who  had  a  jaundice,  Afcites,  anafarcous 
fwellings  of  the  legs,  &c.  for  which  he 
was  advifed  to  take  feme  oxymel  of  fquills. 
He  was  in  all  appearance,  when  he  took  it* 
as  well  as  he  had  been  for  fome  days  before  $ 
he  bore  the  operation  well,  and  feemed  re¬ 
lieved,  but  died  fuddenly  in  lefs  than  an 
hour’s  time.  There  was  about  a  gallon  of 
water  found  in  his  belly* 

P  Riverius 

(d)  Obf.  79.  Cent.  4.  See  alfo  his  Works,  p.  914* 
where,  a  man  was  killed  by  fuch  a  defe. 
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Riverius  fays,  that  in  Dropfies  of  the 
womb  women  fhould  he  vomited  twice  a 
week  ;  but  he  does  not  fay  what  kind  of  me* 
dicines  fhould  be  ufed,  whether  rough  ones, 
or  thofe  that  are  more  mild  and  gentle  in 
their  operation. 

For  my  own  part,  I  never  durft  give  any 
ftronger  emetic  in  a  Dropfy  than  oxymel  of 
fquills.  This  is  a  fafe  and  good  medicine, 
and  may  frequently  be  repeated  without  do¬ 
ing  any  damage  to  the  ftomach,  provided 
the  lymphatics  are  not  burft.  It  powerfully 
attenuates  tough  vifeid  humours,  and  fits 
them  to  pafs  off  by  the  glands  of  the  kid¬ 
neys,  and  all  the  other  emundtories  of  the 
body,  when  given  in  fo  fmall  a  quantity,  or 
fo  guarded,  as  to  pafs  out  of  the  ftomach 
without  much  irritation.  In  Dropfies  of 
the  breaft  efpeciallv,  it  does  admirable  fer- 
Vice ;  and  relieves  a  Dyfpnsea  more  effeftu- 
ally  than  moft  other  medicines. 

A  man  by  taking  only  fix  drachms  of  it 
mixed  with  fmall  cinnamon  water,  by  a  lit** 
tie  at  a  time,  pilled  fix  quarts  in  four  and 
twenty  hours,  when  he  had  made  but  very 
little  water  for  a  long  time  before.  In  this 
manner  it  is  often  given  with  extraordinary 
fiicceft* 


When 
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When  given  as  an  emetic,  it  does  not 
leave  that  naufea  and  fickrtefs  at  the  (lo- 
mach  after  the  operation,  as  fome  rougher 
medicines  generally  do. 

The  vinum  fcilliticum  is  of  the  fame  na¬ 
ture  5  and  the  pulp  of  fquills*  made  up  with 
fapo  andj  gum  ammoniacum,  either  into 
pills  or  bolufes*  has  often  done  admirable 
fervice. 

S  E  C  L  IV.  Of  Purges . 

The  works  of  the  ancients  abound  with  By 
precepts  about  purging  in  a  Dropfy;  and  pur&es’ 
many  of  them  were  of  opinion  that  a  cure 
could  not  be  obtained  by  any  other  method. 

All  Dropfies,  fays  Ah  Trallian,  are  to  be 
cured  by  beginning  with  evacuations ;  but 
the  Afcites  and  Tympanites  by  purging  only. 

A  loofenefs  cures  a  Leucophlegmacy,  fays 
Hippocrates.  This  proportion  is  often  re¬ 
peated  in  his  works  ;  but  in  his  Coaca  we 
are  told*  that  fuch  a  one  mail  not  take  away 
the  appetite ;  for  it  is  moft  certain  a  Dropfy 
always  increafes  when  this  declines.  Pur¬ 
ging  medicines  ought  to  be  given,  fays  the 
fame  author,  till  all  the  water  of  a  Dropfy 
is  entirely  difcharged  (*)„ 

-  P  2  Upon 

(t)  De  Affect.  Sect,  5.  p,  546,  . , 
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Upon  this  afifertion  Dr.  Sydenham,  I 
fuppofe,  founds  this  general  precept  con¬ 
cerning  the  cure  of  a  Dropfy  :  Where  the 
ftrength  of  the  patient  will  allow  it,  purge 
every  day,  or  every  other  day,  till  all  the 
water  is  carried  off ;  for  otherwife  the  pa¬ 
tient  will  fill  again  betwixt  the  purges,  and 
fo  we  (hall  get  no  ground  of  the  diforder. 

If  the  belly  falls  upon  purging,  there  is 
hopes  of  a  cure  $  but  if  it  fwells  after  this 
evacution,  and  but  little  Water  is  brought 
away  by  urine,  death  ought  to  be  expect¬ 
ed  (/).  So  that  purges  may  often  do 
more  harm  than  good  in  this  obftinate  difr 
order, 

-  This  obfervation  Hollerius,  myfelf,  and 
many  others,  have  often  found  true  by  ex¬ 
perience  ,  and  it  is  fo  confiderable  a  one, 
that  I  think  it  ought  never  to  be  out  of  the 
mind  of  every  praftitioner. 

I  have  always  found  where  brifk  purges 
give  great  pain  in  the  final  1  of  the  back,  as 
if  they  were  forcing  a  paffage  through  the 
kidneys,  yet  caufe  little  or  no  fecretion  of 
urine,  that  we  may  be  certain  the  lympha¬ 
tics  are  already  hurft,  and  that  confequently 
this  method  ought  not  to  be  purfued  any 

farther. 

(f)  Willis  de  Afciu  p.  271 . 
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farther.  When  the  cafe  is  thus,  I  believe 
we  may  certainly  pronounce  it  incurable  ; 
for  wherever  I  have  obferved  this  pain  to  be 
violent,  and,  as  fome  have  expreffed  it,  like 
as  if  the  back  was  breaking,  water  has  al¬ 
ways,  upon  difledtion,  been  found  in  the 
cavity  of  the  abdomen. 

Unlefs  purges,  therefore,  open  the  uri-  A 
nary  paffages,  as  well  as  occafion  fools,  th^urine! 
they  do  more  harm  than  good  very  fre¬ 
quently  ;  for  the  belly  is  apt  to  fwell  after 
them,  and  the  patient  grows  worfe.  I  knew 
an  old  gentleman,  fays  Dwight,  de  Hy- 
drope,  who  laboured  under  a  Dropfy.  He 
made  water  pretty  freely  all  along,  till  he 
fell  into  a  diarrhoea ;  upon  which  his  urine 
ceafed  ;  but  that  being  overcome  by  medi¬ 
cines,  this  returned.  After  three  days  the 
loofenels  came  on  again,  and  the  urine 
abated  as  before  ;  but  he  was  a  fecond  time 
relieved  by  the  fame  method  ;  fo  that  pur¬ 
ging  fometimes  gbftrudts  the  urinary  paf¬ 
fages. 

Etmuller  tells  us,  that  we  ought  in  a  purges 
Dropfy  to  give  purges  in  the  wain  of  the  to 

r  J  °  r  o  be  given. 

moon  ;  for  this  difeafe,  continues  he,  oh- 

» 

ferves  the  increafe  and  decreafe  of  his  hea¬ 
venly  body. 
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Lindanus,  Etmuller,  and  feveral  others, 
are  pofitive  that  we  fhould  not  purge  often 
in  a  Dropfy,  and  tell  us,  when  we  give 
thefe  kind  of  medicines  they  £hould  always 
be  of  the  brifker  fort. 

Riverius  fays,  that  ftrong  purges  fhould 
not  be  ufed  in  this  diforder  too  often,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Galen  ;  for  they  weaken  the  bo¬ 
dy,  and  fo  occafion  the  water  to  increafe. 

Dr.  Sydenham  fays,  that  fuch  purges  as 
work  llowly  and  weakly,  do  more  harm  than 
good  in  Dropfies  ;  and  yet  in  the  very  fame 
page  he  fays,  regard  mu  ft  be  had  to  the  na^ 
tore  of  the  patient,  when  we  give  purges 
in  this  diforder ;  and  that  we  ought  to  learn 
from  him  whether  he  was  eafy  or  hard  to  be 
worked  when  in  health,  for  fear  of  an  hy- 
percatharfis.  Thefe  precepts  certainly  con¬ 
tradict  one  another,  for  if  weak  purges  do 
harm,  we  have  no  occafion  to  confult  the 
patient  how  he  was  to  be  worked  before 
the  difeafe  began,  lince  ftrong  ones  only 
can  relieve  him ;  nor  is  the  fear  of  an  hy- 
percatharfis  fo  much  to  be  regarded,  fo  long 
as  we  have  a  medicine  fo  infallible  in  this 
cafe  as  opium,  and  its  feveral  preparations, 
as  he  himfeif  obferves  in  the  next  page 
following. 


J.  Per- 
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J.  Fernelius  is  very  cautious  in  giving 
ftrong  purges,  and  is  pofitive  that  the  luc- 
cus  ebuli  may  be  given  to  weak  perfons  and 
pregnant  women ,  but  that  the  reft  of  the 
hydragogues  ought  not  to  be  adminiftered 
to  children,  old  people,  or  pregnant  wo¬ 
men  -y  nor  to  thofe  that  are  emaciated,  are 
of  a  bilious  conftitution,  have  a  fever,  or 
any  other  acute  difeafe ;  nor  in  a  hot  fea- 
fon  y  and  then  he  concludes,  that  thefe  fort 
of  rough  medicines  are  only  proper  for 
ftrong  perfons,  and  fuch  as  are  afflidted  with 
cold  and  chronical  diforders. 

Much  of  the  fame  opinion  is  Dr,  Turner 
in  his  art  of  furgery,  where  he  fays.  If  the 
bowels  are  corrupted  by  the  ftagnating  fe- 
rum ;  the  liver  fcirrhous ;  the  patient  ad¬ 
vanced  in  years,  or  reduced  by  a  long  and 
chronical  ficknefs ;  his  heat  and  appetite 
deftroyed$  and  his  fpirits  not  fb  much  e- 
clipfed?  gs  abfolutely  exhaufted  the  more 
you  purge  with  ftrong  cathartics,  the  more 
you  haften  the  fick  man’s  deftrudtion, 

Strother  fays,  that  Wallaeus  and  many 
others  are  of  opinion,  that  no  fort  of  purges 
do  good  in  an  Afcites.  If  they  mean  when 
the  water  is  extravafated,  I  entirely  agree 
with  them  $  for  no  relief  can  poffibly  be 

P  4  had 
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had  in  this  cafe,  but  by  tapping.  But  if 
the  water  be  fuppoled  to  have  diftended  the 
veffels  only,  this  kind  of  evacuation  muff 
be  abfolutely  neceffary.  From  the  hiftories 
in  chap  II.  and  VI.  we  may  eafily  fee,  how 
vaftly  the  belly,  and  all  the  parts  of  the 
body,  may  be  fwelled  without  a  rupture  of 
any  kind  of  veffels ;  fo  that  we  are  not  im^ 
mediately,  upon  fight  of  a  dropfica.1  belly, 
to  conclude  that  the  water  is  out  of  the 
veffels  of  circulation,  and  fo  forbear  trying 
rough  purges  and  other  medicines,  though 
we  may  feemingly  have  but  little  reafon  to 
expect  fuccefs  from  them  ^  for  many  perfons 
have  been  recovered  of  this  difeafe,  when 
the  bed  phyficians  have  pronounced  them 
incurable. 

The  ancients  generally  began  the  cure  of 
this  diftemper  with  gentle  purges  and  de- 
obflruent  medicines,  and  fo  proceeded  to 
the  ftronger  cathartics.  Ah  Trallian  fays. 
It  is  better  to  difcharge  the  water  by  little 
and  little,  than  by  being  over  haffy,  to  carry 
off  the  patient  with  the  difeafe.  J.  Feme- 
bus  and  P.  Forefius  cry  up  rhubarb,  as  the 
only  fpedfic  purge  in  a  Dropfy,  and  will 
hardly  allow  of  any  rougher  medicine.  Ad. 
Occo  tell  us  of  a  man  who  was  cured  of  a 

Dropfy 
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Dropfy  by  the  con  Rant  life  of  It.  He  be¬ 
gan  with  drachms,  but  rofe  by  degeees  to 
ounces  and  pounds.  Many  years  after,  a 
fervant  cut  his  throat,  but  he  recovered  of 
the  wound,  and  imputed  it  to  the  great 
quantities  which  he  had  taken  of  this  me¬ 
dicine  (g). 

The  troches  of  rhubarb  are  alfo  much 
commended  by  many  authors  in  this  diftem- 
per,  particularly  by  Matt,  de  Gradi,  as  is 
before  obferved. 

The  ancients  made  ufe  of  feveral  medi¬ 
cines,  both  fimpje  and  compound,  in  this  dii- 
,eafe ;  which  I  ihall  only  mention,  becaufe 
either  the  things  which  now  go  under  the 
fame  name  are  not  what  they  were  in  their 
time,  or  elfe  by  long  experience  they  have 
been  found,  not  to  anfwer  the  charabler 
which  they  have  given  them.  Such  are  the 
fquama,  flos  &  aerugo  aeris,  lapis  casru- 
leus,  Armenius,  feu  lazuli,  veratrum  al¬ 
bum,  &c. 

Whether  it  is  poffible  there  fhould  be  fuch  A  fpecific 
a  thing  as  a  fpecific  purging  medicine,  we  ^rag®’ 

have 


(g)  J.  Schenk.  Obf.  Med.  lib.  3.  p.  429.  This  hif- 
tory  is  quoted  alfo  by  Montanus,  Crato,  and  many 
other  good  authors,  as  a  thing  whole  truth  was  not  in 
the  leaft  to  be  doubted. 
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have  already  feen  at  page  196.  M.  Lifter 
however,  allows  of  fix  medicines,  which 
may  be  called  fuch  with  refpedt  to  this  dif- 
eafe ;  viz.  elatorium,  fuccus  ebuli,  fuccus 
iridis,  bryonia  alba,  euphorbium,  and  gutta 
gamba.  Thefe,  he  fays,  are  the  only  ones 
which  deferve  this  name,  and  that  they  have 
all  the  properties  of  a  fpecific  $  which  he 
fays  are,  ift,  To  attenuate  yifcid  humours, 
riigeft  and  bring  away  water,  opening  the 
excretory  veffels  by  its  own  proper  and 
moft  powerful  ftimulus  :  2d,  to  defend  the 
bowels  from  inflammation,  i.  e.  to  warm, 
them  without  inflammation  :  3d,  toaftringe, 
ftrengthen  and  reftore  them  to  their  former 
tone:  4th,  to  heal  ulcers,  &c.  To  thefe 
fix  I  think  may  be  added,  jalap,  buckthorn* 
fpurge,  and  mercury,  each  of  which  by  ex-r 
perience  have  very  often  been  found  to  be 
equally  ferviceable,  in  this  difeafe,  with  any 
of  thofe  before- named. 

Of  jalap  :  , This  root  moft  powerfully 
purges  off  water,  or  watry  humours.  Mr. 
Bolduc  has  proved,  that  it  is  better  give  the 
root  itfelf,  that  any  preparation  of  it,  though 
never  fo  laborious  or  artificial.  Poor  people 
generally  take  as  much  of  it  as  will  lie  upon 

a  fhil~ 
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a  {hilling,  mixed  with  a  little  ginger  in  fame 
white  wine  ;  Sydenham  gives  it  thus : 

R.  Rad,  jalap,  piilv.  $j  zz.  ^  fyrup.  de  fpin. 
cerv.  5j.  via.  alb.  m.  f.  potio,  to  be  taken 
every  morning  according  to  theftrength  of  the 
patient.  This  medicine,  with  a  very  fmali 
alteration,  is  the  potio  purgans  hydropica  in 
Fuller’s  Pharmacopceia. 

About  a  third  part  of  calomel,  mixed  with 
this  root,  makes  as  good  a  purge,  as  any  the 
whole  materia  medica  can  poffibly  yield. 
It  works  without  griping,  and,  if  rightly 
proportioned  to  the  ftrength  of  the  patient, 
will  make  as  good  a  difcharge  as  is  proper  at 
one  time.  We  love  variety  now-a-day$  ia 
every  thing  ;  otherwife  this  mixture  would 
fupply  the  place  of  many  more  coftly  com- 
politions,  and  anfwer  the  end  of  the  pre- 
fcriber  much  better,  with  regard  to  his  pa¬ 
tient’s  health  and  recovery. 

The  re  fin  and  tindure  of  this  root  are 
the  only  preparation  now  in  ufe ;  the  former 
is  a  bridle,  rough  purger,  and  may  be  given 
from  three  grains  to  half  a  drachm,  and 
is  bed:  correded  by  fait  of  tartar,  fugar,  or 
the  yolk  of  an  egg  ;  but  is  feldom  given 
alone,  being  chiefly  ufed  to  quicken  other 
purging  medicines.  A  few  grains  of  fal 

fuccini 
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fuccini  makes  the  operation  of  this  medicine 
much  brifker ;  but  it  makes  it  fo  very  brittle, 
as  not  to  be  made  into  pills  without  difficulty  * 
The  tindlure  is  a  better  medicine,  and  much 
more  frequently  prefcribed.  F uller  makes  it 
with  tind.  fal.  tartar,  and  calls  it  eflentia 
uterina  ;  the  Scotch  with  brandy  ;  and  Boer- 
haave  fays,  R.  Tind.  jalap  &  fyrup  e  fpin, 
cerv.  aa  |fs.  which  is  an  excellent  purge  in 
dropfical  cafes. 

As  jalap  is  fometimes  called  black  me- 
choacan  ;  fo  this  plant  has  frequently  the 
name  of  white  jalap.  Their  natures,  and 
purging  qualities  are  very  much  alike,  only 
the  latter  is  fo  me  what  weaker  than  the  form¬ 
er.  Many  authors,  and  efpecially  Sennertus, 
are  very  fond  of  mechoacan  in  dropfical  dis¬ 
orders,  and  prefer  it  to  jalap;  but  as  they 
are  fo  very  near  akin,  I  ffiall  only  mention 
a  medicine,  which  Mr.  Boyle  fays,  is  an  ad¬ 
mirable  one  for  a  Dropfy.  Take  an  ounce 
and  a  half  of  mechoacan  diced ;  infufe  it 
twenty-four  hours  in  a  pint  of  white  wine, 
and  take  a  glafs  of  it  every  morning,  for  fome 
days.  If  a  little  muftard-feed  is  infufed  along 
with  it,  the  .medicine  will  frill  be  more 
powerful. 
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There  are  two  forts  of  elder  ;  fambucus, 
or  the  common  elder,  of  which  Matthiolus 
makes  two  kinds ;  and  ebulus,  or  dwarfs 
elder;  their  qualities  are  pretty  much  the 
fame,  and  each  of  them  are  very  often  given 
with  fuccefs  in  Dropfies.  Of  the  former  of 
thefe,  we  fometimes  keep  a  fyrup,  and  fpirit, 
in  the  fhops;  but  if  we  believe  Quincy,  nei¬ 
ther  of  them  can  do  much  fervice  in  this 
difeafe ;  for  a  pint  of  the  juice  he  fays,  may 
be  taken  many  days  together.  Dr.  Syden¬ 
ham  tells  us,  and  he  has  authority  as  well  as 
experience  on  his  fide,  that  this  plant  will 
purge  both  upwards  and  downwards,  as 
well  as  crocus  metallorum.  He  gives  thus, 
R.  Cort.  inferior,  fambuc.  a  ligno  deraf. 
manip.jjj.aq.font.  &  lad:,  vaccin.  7a  ft].  coq. 
ad  dimid.  One  half  of  this,  he  fays,  (hould 
be  drank  every  morning,  and  the  other  half 
every  evening,  till  the  patient  recovers.  P. 
Foreflus  ( h )  fays,  if  the  bark  be  plucked 
upwards  it  vomits,  but  if  downwards  it 
purges.  J.  Fernelius  (7)  adores  us,  contrary 
to  Matthiolus,  and  what  is  here  faid,  that 
this  bark  lofes  its  purging  quality  by  being 
boiled.  The  juice  of  the  root,  or  inward 
bark,  of  dwarf-elder  may  be  given  to  an 

ounce, 

(t)  Method.  Med,  p.  818.. 
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ounce,  or  jifs  according  to  Sennertus.  The 
feeds  or  grains  of  both  ciders  given  in  pow^» 
der  to  $j.  very  kindly  purge  watery  humours 
byftool,  fays  Dr.  Willis;  and  Quincy  allures 
us,  that  the  inward  bark  of  the  ebulus  is  a 
powerful  diuretic.  Mr.  Turnefort,  in  his 
Mater.  Med.  fays,  that  emulfions  made  of 
elder-feeds  purge  more  powerfully  than  the 
infufion  of  them,  becaufe  the  greater  part 
of  the  oil  is  contained  therein. 

4-  Gam-  Gamboge,  the  infpiffated  juice  of  India 
fpurge  (k)}  wonderfully  brings  away  the 
waters  of  dropfical  perfons  by  ftooh  It  fome- 
times  vomits,  but  more  feldom  if  it  be  given 
with  aromatics,  or  be  rubbed  with  fp.  falis, 
or  fp.  vitriol.  It  may  be  given,  according  to 
Sennertus,  to  twelve  grains.  Quincy  and 
Willis  lay,  it  is  heft  corrected  by  lixivious 
falts,  as  fait  of  tartar,  &c.  and  that  it  may 
be  given  to  a  Temple  at  a  dole.  Poor  people 
take  it  frequently  by  itfelf,  to  36  or  more  at 
a  time,  without  any  preparation  or  detriments 
Lindanus,  and  from  him  EtmulJer,  cautions 
us  again  ft  the  ufe  of  it ;  becaufe  it  is  apt  to 
inflame  the  lungs.  Hoffman  (/)  calls  it  a 
moft  noxious  gum,  and  ferioufly  dilfuades 

all 

l&)  HofFman  Conf.  Med.  vol.  i.  caf.  93. 

(1)  HoiTm.  Conf.  Med.  vol.  2,  p.  314. 
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all  good  men  from  the  ufe  of  it.  I  have 
very  frequently  given  it,  but  never  found  it 
diforder  the  lungs.  It  is  true  indeed  I  have 
fometimes  obferved,  from  the  ufe  of  it,  a 
breaking  out  upon  the  fkin  in  red  fpots,  like 
a  ra(h,  or  the  fpots  in  fome  kinds  of  fevers  $ 
but  they  always  difappeared  without  farther 
detriment.  M.  Lifter,  in  order  to  correct 
its  roughnefs,  roafted  and  mixed  it  with  fix 
times  as  much  fugar,  and  then  made  it  into 
little  cakes  of  a  drachm  apiece.  Sometimes 
he  diftblved  it  with  the  juice  of  lemons,  and 
then  with  fugar  made  it  into  cakes  as  before. 
Nothing,  however  can  better  corredl  it  than 
calomel :  with  this  it  may  be  made  as  power¬ 
ful,  and  yet  as  gentle  as  you  pleafe.  This 
mixture  as  it  has  no  tafte,  is  not  only  proper 
in  this  cafe,  but  full  as  good  a  medicine 
for  children  as  the  pulv.  cornachini,  pulvis 
bafilicus,  &c.  and  will  much  more  eafily  be 
taken  by  them :  but  care  muft  be  taken  not 
to  continue  the  ufe  of  thefe  ftrong  medicines 
long,  if  they  do  not  give  relief,  left  we  kill 
the  patient ;  a  cafe  that  happens  too  often. 

R.  Gambog.  a  gr.  12  ad  gr.  16.  ol.  junip.  pm# 
gu  2.  mithrid,  q  f.  f.  pill.  N°.  3.  pro  ia. 
dofi.  Fuller. 


R,  Gam- 
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Bolus, 


c.  Flower 
de  luce,  or 
hag. 
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R.  Gambog,  gr,  15*  vin.  alb.  &  aq; 
cichor.  aa  |ifs.  fyrup  de  fpin.  cerv.  ^s*  m* 
haoftus.  Sydenham. 

R.  Conf.  abfinth.  Rom*  ?jj.  gu it.  gamb* 
5jj.  fpec.  aromat.  rof.  oh  n.  m.  expreff.  aa  $j. 
fyrup  rof.  fol.  §fs.  m.  f.  eledh  This  is  the 
eledt.  hydropicum  of  fuller.  About  5jjj.  is  a 
dofe.  The  author  lays,  if  the  conferve  of 
common  wormwood  is  made  life  of,  the 
medicine  will  be  exceeding  difagreeable  to 
the  palate. 

R,  Gambog.  &  crem.  tart.  pulv.  aa  Sr*  H* 
oh  junip.  gt£  3,  diffolve  diligenter  in  morta- 
rio  in  vin.  alb.  |jjj.  addendo  facch.  alb. 
m.  This  is  the  hauftus  hydragogus  of  the 
fame  author,  and  a  good  medicine, 

R.  Gambog.  gr.  6.  mere.  dale.  gr.  15. 
conf.  violar.  $ifs.  m.  f.  bolus.  Willis.  Or* 
R.  Gambog.  gr.  15,  crem.  tart,  ^fs.  fyrup.  e 
fpin.  cerv.  q.  f.  f.  boh  This  fome  commend 
as  much  as  Dr.  Willis  does  a  folution  of  it 
in  the  tincture  of  fait  of  tartar,  which  he 
fays  may  be  given  from  fifteen  to  thirty 
drops. 

Iris  cceleftis,  feu  noflra?,  or  the  common 
flower  de  luce,  or  flag.  Diofcorides,  and  his 
commentator  Matthiolus,  fpeaks  in  much 
praife  of  this  plant,  to  which  they  attribute 
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£s  many  virtues  as  any  one  ufed  in  the  whole 
art  of  phyfic.  The  former  recommends  it 
more  particularly  in  coughs,  the  gripes, 
watchings,  and  obftrudtions  of  the  menfes ; 
and  the  latter  in  theDropfy,  ftone,  tooth-ach, 
and  as  a  moft  powerful  fternutatory.  Fallo¬ 
pius  ufed  it  fuccefsfully  in  curing  a  gonor¬ 
rhea.  There  are  feveral  kinds  of  this  plant, 
but  all  of  them  are  pretty  much  of  the  fame 
nature,  for  they  purge  brifkly,  and  will  bring 
away  watry  humours  from  the  fkin,  and  ex¬ 
treme  parts  of  the  body.  The  juice  of  the  Juice, 
root  may  be  given  to  |jj-  53 jj *  vel  5iv-  according 
to  Al.  Maffarius ;  but  it  is  too  lharp  and  hot 
to  be  given  alone,  for  it  burns  the  mouth, 
and  gives  pain,  according  to  Sennertus.  It 
ought  therefore  to  be  given  in  a  proper 
vehicle,  or  mixed  with  other  appropriate 
medicines.  Etmuller  thinks  there  is  fome 
fpecific  alterative  quality  with  refpedt  to  this 
difeafe  contained  in  its  acrid  pungent  tafte ; 
and  fays,  the  root,  frefh  cut,  and  infufed  in 
wine  or  whey,  may  be  given  to  5jjj.  and  the 
clear  part  of  the  juice,  after  it  is  fettled,  may 
be  given  to  5yj-  or  S-  but  that  it  lofes  its 
purging  quality  when  boiled;  and  J.  Fer- 
nelius  is  of  the  fame  opinion. 

cl 


R.  Succ. 
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R.  Succ.  irid.  noftr.  jy.  aq.  cinam.  f.  f5r* 
mag.  gum.  de  peru,  Jj-  macerentur  in  vafe 
bene  clauf.  hor.  24.  Colatur,  adde  facch. 
albiff.  fpec.  diarrhod.  abbat.  &  rhab. 
opt.  ftantal.  rub.  &  rad.  anchus  ia  $jj- 

hasc  in  nodulo  ligat.  decoquantur,  &  f. 
fyrupus,  qui  cum  carioph.  cinam.  &  mac. 
aa  3J*  aromalizetur  ut  eft  artis. 

This  fyrup  is  a  procefs  of  A.  Mynfincth, 
who  fays,  that  in  Cachexies  and  Dropfies  of 
all  kinds  it  is  a  glorious  cathartic,  and  of 
divine  afiiftance  ;  Dropfies  having  been  cured 
by  it,  which  would  give  way  to  no  other 

medicine.  Dof.  §ifs-  vel  lif  twice  or  thrice  a 

» 

week. 

R.  Succ.  ebul.  ?j*  fucc.  irid.  noftr.  ¥*• 
dater.gr.  6.  vel  m.  f.  polio.  M.  Lifter. 

R.  Succ.  irid,  fyrup.  efpin.  cerv.S-  m. 
A.  Pitcairn. 

R.  Succ.  irid.  Sill-  mann.  calabrin.  m. 
Al.  Maflar. 

R.  Succ.  irid.  noftr.  ?ifs.  ?jj.  vel  ?jjj.  vim 
alb.  ?jjj*  fyrup.  e  fpin.  cerv.  vel  fyrup.  rof. 
fol.  3VJ.  m.  f.  Hauft. 

This  medicine  I  frequently  give  in  Drop¬ 
fies,  and  have  often  found  relief  from  it, 
when  others  have  failed,  both  in  the  Afcites 
and  Anafarca. 


Elaterium, 
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Elateriurrt,  or  the  infpiflated  juice  of  the  6-Elateri* 
Wild  cucumber.  This  medicine  evacuates 
the  water  contained  in  the  cavity  of  the  ab¬ 
domen,  more  happily  than  any  other.  Mefue 
gave  it  from  ten  grains  to  twenty-two ;  but 
its  dofe  muft  not  be  more  than  fix  grains* 
and  it  fihould  be  corrected  with  g.  traga- 
.  canth,  bdellium,  pfyllium,  and  cinnamon, 
according  to  Sennertus.  It  {Emulates  the 
fibres  fo  powerfully,  that  it  often  brings 
away  blood  with  the  humours.  The  dofe 
is  from  three  to  fifteen  grains ;  but  it  fhould 
be  corrected  with  aromatics,  and  other  hy- 
dragogues,  according  to  Willis.  It  is  the 
moft  violent  of  any  of  the  hydragogues,  and 
fhould  not  be  given  to  more  than  four  or 
five  grains ;  for  few  care  to  truft  their  repu-  ‘ 
tation  in  its  prefeription,  unleft  fuch  empirics 
as  have  none  to  lofe,  fays  Quincy.  Phy~ 
ficians  we  fee  are  not  agreed  about  the  dofe 
of  this  medicine.  It  is  not  long  fince  a  phv~ 
fician  was  tried  at  Venice  for  ordering:  a 
drachm  of  it  for  a  woman,  and  was  ac¬ 
quitted  {m). 

Indeed  it  is  a  thing  impcfilble  to  fay  what 
is  an  exadt  dofe  of  this,  or  any  other  punnn°-  Dot'e 
medicine  in  all  conftitutions.  Fallopius  favv 

0^.2  a  Ger- 

(m)  Al.MaiTarias  Op.  Med. 


228 


Of  the  Several  Kinds 

a  German  eat  an  ounce  of  fcammony,  with¬ 
out  having  one  motion  to  ftool.  I  once 
gave  an  ounce  of  vinum  benedidum  to  a 
woman,  and  at  another  time  four  ounces  of 
tindura  facra  to  a  man,  neither  of  which 
medicines  caufed  the  leaft  ficknefs  or  eva- 
cution.  In  the  Philofophical  Tranfadions, 
we  have  an  account  of  one  Mrs.  Lovelock, 
who  wanting  fleep  in  a  fever,  took  in  the 
fpace  of  three  days  one  hundred  and  two 
grains  of  London  laudanum,  three  drachms 
of  Venice  treacle,  and  four  ounces  of  diaco- 
drum,  without  caufing  the  inclination  to 
reft;  and  yeti  knew  a  gentlewoman,  who 
loft  her  life  by  taking  ten  grains  of  pil.  mat-* 
thei  in  a  lit  of  the  gravel,  after  a  lying-in, 
by  advice  of  her  apothecary.  Of  what  ad¬ 
vantage  then  can  Dr.  Cockbourn’s  tables  be 
to  mankind,  in  which  he  pretends  to  fix  the 
dofes  of  purging  and  other  medicines,  to 
different  ages  and  conftitutions,  by  numbers, 
with  the  fame  certainty  and  exadnefs,  as  if 
he  was  giving  an  anfwer  to  a  queftion  in  ab- 
ftraded  mathematics  ?  Maffarias  never  durft 
prefcribe  more  than  fix  grains  of  elaterium, 
and  then  always  mixed  it  with  more  gentle 
purges.  Yet  for  all  this,  Lindanus  calls  it 
a  me  ft  noble  medicine,  and  fays,  he  believes 

that 
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that  his  father  and  he  had  cured  an  hundred 
perfons  of  the  Dropfy  by  this  remedy.  Heu- 
mius  is  pofitive,  the  water  contained  in  the 
peritoneum,  and  abdomen,  is  only  to  be 
brought  away  by  elaterium  and  euphorbium ; 
thefe  two  medicines  doing  the  fame  to  the 
inteftines,  as  fternutatories  do  to  the  nofe. 
Diofcorides  affirms,  that  this  medicine  forces 
flools  without  injuring  the  ftomach  :  fal 
gemm.  is  its  beft  corrector.  This  was  the 
favourite  medicine  of  M.  Lifter,  and  fre¬ 
quently  given  by  him  to  ten  grains  at  a  time 
with  fuccefs,  when  other  things  had  proved 
ineffectual  in  this  diflemper. 

R.  Elater.  gr.  3.  jalap  fyrup.  violar.  S-  DrauSht« 
aq.  mirab,  3fs-  m.  This  draught  brought 
away  nine  quarts  of  water  without  much 
trouble.  M.  Lifter. 

R.  Decoft.  fen.  gercon.  3ijj*  fyrup.  e  fpin.  2, 

4  *■* 

cerv.  3iis*  fucc.  limon.  ¥s-  elater.  gr.  4.  m. 

M.  Lifter. 

R.  Elater.gr.  4.  jalap  m.  f.  pulv.  Powder. 

R.  Elater.  ^rs.  fal.  gem.  miv.  cydonior.  EoIus* 
q,  f.  f.  bolus.  Willis. 

R.  Pill,  alophang.  3*s-  elater.  ^s-  ol.  cari- 
ophyl.  gutt.  3.  f.  Pill.  Willis. 

R.  Pill.  ex  duobus  £j*  elater.  gr.  2.  f.  pill. 

N°.  3.  Sydenham. 

Q.  3  Fallopius 
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p  Eu- 
phorbium. 


S.  Buck¬ 
thorn. 
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Fallopius  (k)  had  a  particular  way  of  giv-> 
ing  this  medicine  to  make  Bath  waters  pafs. 
If  they  did  not  pafs  the  firft  or  fecond  day, 
he  gave  pill  of  euphorbium  j  if  that  did  not 
anfwer  then,  R.  Pill  aloephang.  3j.  elater. 
gr.  2.  m.  f.  pill.  i.  hor.  i.  ante  ccEnam  fu- 
mend,  and  this  he  fays,  always  had  the  de- 
lired  effed. 

Euphorbium.  The  antients  made  great 
life  of  this  medicine  as  an  hydragogue ;  but 
what  we  have  now-a-days  is  fo  very  violent 
in  its  operation,  that  it  brings  away  the 
mucus  of  the  bowels,  and  very  often  blood, 
though  it  be  given  in  a  fmall  aofe ;  fo  that 
Etmpller,  with  good  reafon, thinks  what  now 
goes  under  this  name,  is  not  the  fame  medi¬ 
cine  as  was  ufed  formerly.  We  never  give 
it  inwardly,  unlefs  it  be  calcined  ;  when  it 
becomes  a  mod  powerful  fudorific,  as  I  have 
found  by  experience. 

Rhamnus.  Rhamnus  catharticus,  fpina 
alba,  fpina  cervina,  fpina  infedoria,  or  buck¬ 
thorn.  Of  this  fhrub  no  part  is  ufed,  except 
the  berries.  From  thefe  we  make  a  lyrup, 
which  Fuller  calls  fyrupus  domefticus,  be- 
caufe  no  family  ought  to  be  without  it.  It 
is  an  uncertain  purger,  but  fometimes  brings 

^way 

(n)  Fallop.  Op.  Med.  p.  136,  and  271. 
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away  abundance  of  water.  It  does  not  hurry 
the  blood,  nor  make  the  urine  higher  colour¬ 
ed,  as  other  ftrong  purges  do,  if  we  may 
believe  Dr.  Sydenham  ;  only  it  very  much 
increafes  the  third:  during  its  operation  :  but 
in  fome  constitutions  it  will  hardly  work  at 
all,  fb  that  it  is  leldom  given  alone.  This 
author  having  cured  one  Mrs.  Saltmardh  of 
a  Dropfy  with  this  fyrup,  immediately  con¬ 
cluded  he  had  found  out  an  univerfal,  infal¬ 
lible  medicine  in  this  diforder  ;  but  he  foon 
found  himfelf  deceived.  For  in  another  pa¬ 
tient,  trufting  to  this  medicine  only,  he  gave 
her  feveral  dofes  of  it  without  fuccefs ;  when 
fbe,  finding  no  relief,  difmified  the  doctor, 
and  was  cured  by  another  perfon. 

Bryonia  alba,  or  white  briony.  The  9-Br5oMJv 
juice  of  the  root  of  this  plant  is  a  very 
powerful  purger  of  water,  according  to  Hel- 
mont  and  others,  though  it  is  not  now  fo 
much  ufed  as  formerly.  Dol^eus,  Tourne- 
fort,  &c.  have  a  particular  way  of  gather¬ 
ing  it  in  the  fpring,  by  cutting  a  hole  in  the 
root  of  it  as  it  grows,  then  covering  it  up  again, 
and  fo  taking  out  the  juice  daily  as  it  comes. 
Etmuller  commends  the  juice  thus  gathered 
in  the  gout,  and  fays,  it  does  wonders  in 

Q.  4  this 
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this  diforder  :  and  Hartman  (0)  fays,  5vi*  or 
vjjj.  with  one  of  fp.  vitriol,  or  ol.  fulph.  per 
campan.  will  keep  well,  and  given  by  a 
fpoonful  at  a  time  cures  the  afthma. 

Spus*ge  Cataputia,  or  fpurge.  Of  this  there  are 
two  forts,  the  major  and  minor,  but  both 
of  them  are  of  fueh  a  corrofive,  cauftic 
nature,  that  it  is  impoflible  for  any  one  to 
take  the  leaves  alone,  though  in  fmall  quan¬ 
tities  ;  for  they  purge  mod:  violently  both 
upwards  and  downwards.  The  feeds  are  the 
only  part  that  can  be  ufed  with  fafety^  which 
being  made  with  almonds  into  an  emulfion, 
are  the  ftrongeft  vomit  that  ought  to  be 
given  in  a  Dropfy,  according  to  Sir  Theod. 
Mayerne,  as  we  before  obferved. 

R*  Cataput.  min.  jp  aloes  fuccotrin.  3 
.baliam.  tolut.  3JJ-  cum  fpir.  vitriol.  gu.  13. 
vel  20.  f.  pillulae ;  dof.  a  gr.  12.  ad.  25. 

Thefe  are  the  Pillulae  Hydropic^  in  the 
Pharmacop.  Pauperum,  which  will,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Mr.  Banyer,  be  found  of  admirable 
uie  in  Dropfies,  efpecially  in  a  rebuff  con- 
ftitution,  where  few  things  are  to  be  found 
ftrong  enough  to  conquer  the  diforder. 


Befides 

(o')  Fra£h  ChymiHr.  p.  58, 
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Befides  the  foregoing  vegetables,  fome 
others  are  recommended  by  authors,  which 
being  now  feldom  or  never  called  for,  I  {hall 
only  give  you  the  trouble  of  reading  their 
names,  viz.  foldanella,  mezereum,  feu  lau- 
reola,  of  which  there  are  three  forts,  daph- 
noides,  thymalaea,  &  chamselasa,  tithyma- 
lus,  feu  efula  major  &  minor,  elleborus 
albus,  &c. 

Argentum  vivum,  quickfilver,  or  mercury. 
There  are  feveral  preparations  of  this  mineral, 
which  are  much  commended  by  chemifts  in 
this  difeafe.  Such  are  mercurius  vitae,  arca¬ 
num  corallinum,  turpethum  minerale,  her- 
cules  bovii,  &c.  but  they  are  all  of  them 
exceeding  rough  medicines,  and  ought  not 
therefore  to  be  adminiftered,  except  it  be  by 
a  fkilful  hand,  and  with  great  caution  ;  for 
they  Simulate  the  bowels  moft  powerfully, 
and  occafion  vomiting  by  convulfing  the 
ftomach.  However  there  is  one  preparation 
of  mercury,  which  is  of  a  more  gentle  na¬ 
ture,  which  M.  Lifter  calls  a  divine  remedy, 
and  than  which  there  is  not  in  (j>)  all  the 
Materia  Medica  any  thing  more  powerful 
in  attenuating  vifcid  lizy  humours,  removing 
obftrudtions  of  all  kinds,  abating  fwellings 

in 


u.  Mer* 
cury. 


(/>)  See  River.  Op.  Med.  Obf.  3.  Cent.  4. 
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in  every  part  of  the  body,  5cc.  This  is  mer~ 
curius  dulcis,  aquila  alba,  caeleftis,  or  calo¬ 
mel  ;  which  was  firft  introduced  into  practice 
by  Sir  Theod.  Mayerne,  and  works  by 
vomit,  /tool,  urine,  fweat,  or  Ipittle,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  dofe,  age,  conftitution  of  the 
patient,  &c.  In  all  chronical  diforders,  and 
in  fevers  likewife,  this  medicine  does  won¬ 
ders,  infomuch  that  few  of  them  are  to  be 
cured  without  fome  of  this  at  the  beginning, 
iat  leaft  not  fo  quickly  and  fafely.  In  the 
Dropfy  (y),  at  the  beginning  efpecially,  fome 
look  upon  it  as  a  fpecific  $  and  I  myfelf  have 
often  known  it  give  relief,  even  beyond  my 
expectation.  But  why  do  I  go  about  to 
recommend  a  medicine  fo  well  known  to 
every  fkilful  practitioner ;  and  which  experi¬ 
ence  has  taught  us,  may  with  fafety  be 
given  to  fucking  children,  as  well  as  to 
thofe  of  the  ftrongell:  conftitutions,  with 
equal  fuccefs  ? 

Luna,  argentum,  or  filver.  Dr.  Bates,  in 
his  Pharmacopoeia,  recommends  two  or  three 
preparations  of  this  mineral  in  dropfical  dif¬ 
orders,  viz.  Luna  potabilis,  vitriolum,  feu 
chryftallum  luns,  &  magifterium  luna;. 
From  the  laft  of  thefe  the  pillulae  lunares  of 

Dr. 

* 

(?)  See  Doringius’s  Epiftle  to  Fab.  Hildanus,  Op.  897. 
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Dr.  Willis  are  compofed.  Thefe  pills  are 
mightily  cried  up  by  Mr.  Boyle  and  Et- 
muller,  as  a  great  fpecific  in  this  difeafe. 

The  recipe  for  thefe  pills  may  be  had  in  any 
of  thefe  three  authors,  fo  that  I  {hall  not 
tranfcribe  it  hither. 

The  lunar  chryftals  being  prepared  with 
nitre,  require  great  exacflnefs  in  the  operation. 
When  made  as  they  fhould  be,  they  will 
purge  dropfical  perfons  withoutgriping  pains, 
and  kill  all  forts  of  worms ;  but,  for  fear  of 
their  too  cauftic  nature,  they  fhould  be  ufed 
with  caution,  being  apt  to  corrode  and  de- 
ftroy  the  appetite,  for  which  the  rhob.  j uni- 
peri  is  a  certain  cure  (r). 

From  the  foregoing  fimples,  and  thofe  Com-’ 
that  are  hereafter  to  be  mentioned  under  the  ^edi- 
feveral  heads  of  diuretics,  fudorifics,  &c.  cines* 
many  pompous  forms  of  medicines  have  been 
formerly,  and  may  ftill  be  compofed,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  ingenuity  of  the  phyfician,  the 
circumftances  of  the  patient,  &c.  The  forms 
of  feme  of  thole,  which  have  flood  the  teft 
of  experience,  I  {hall  here  give  my  reader 
from  feveral  authors. 


r 

\ 


R.  Aloes 


(r)  Boerhaav.  Chem.  vol.  2.  Procefs,  183. 
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R.  Aloes  opt.  gutt.  gamb.  ^ 
diagrid.  5j-  g,  ammon.  3'1&-  tart,  vitriolat. 
Sfs.  m.  f.  maff.  pillular.  dof.  a^fs.  ad  5^s* 

R.  Aloes  fuccotr.  3jj>  g.  am  men.  com 
aceto  fcillit.  depurat.  5irs-  tart,  vitriolat. 
f.  f.  a  maiT  pill.  dof.  ad  5j« 

The  latter  of  thefe  are  called  pillulae  tar- 
tareae,  by  Schroder,  Bate,  Quincy,  the 
London  and  Edenburgh  Difpenfatories,  and 
take  their  name  from  the  laft  ingredient, 
of  which  there  is  only  one  grain  in  half  a 
drachm,  which  is  a  common  dofe.  Schroder 
and  others  from  him  fay,  they  were  the  pre¬ 
scription  of  one  Dr.  Bont,  who  was  phy- 
lician  to  one  of  the  princes  of  Orange  ;  and 
that  the  Dutch  had  them  fo  much  in  efteem, 
that  they  thought  it  a  fin  to  make  them  pub- 
lick.  The  fame  author  fays,  they  had  two 
forts  of  them,  one  being  thofe  here  mention¬ 
ed,  and  an  extradl  of  rhubarb  was  mixed 
with  the  other,  on  which  account  they  had 
principally  a  regard  to  the  liver  ;  as  alfo  that 
one  Peter  de  bpina  made  an  addition  of  £j* 
of  ftyrax  to  this  mafs,  and  fo  they  were  fa¬ 
mous  in  his  country.  The  quantity  of  the 
feveral  ingredients  continued  the  fame  in  all 
authors  where  I  have  found  them,  till  the 

Edenburgh 
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Edenburgh  Difpenfatory  reduced  the  g.  am- 
mon  to  one  half,  or  fix  drachms. 

R.  Rhei.  gutt.  gamb.  fcammon  refin. 
jalap.  &  calomel.  71  gfs.  g.  ammon.  fucc. 
irid.  nofir.  folut.  3jjj*  tart,  vitriol.  3jj-  maf- 
tick.  5j*  croc.  Bj-  fpir.  terebinth.  glt.  40. 
cum  f.  q.  fyrup.  e  fpin.  cervin.  f.  maflf. 
pillul.  dof.  ab  3fs*  ad  3j-  fortioribus. 

This  is  from  Bate,  and  a  better  compo- 
fition  need  not  be  made  by  any  author. 

R.  Refin.  jalap.  5jj«  tart,  vitriol.  3i*  ex-  Eleauaiy, 
trad:,  rhubarb.  3jj*  efulas  rad.  galang. 
min.  5)'  conf.  flor.  iridis  noftr.  E\v*  cumf.  q. 
fyrup.  e  floribus  perficar.  f.  eledt.  dof.  a 
ad  3KS*  vel  3j>  Willis. 

R.  Rhad.  ebuli,  irid.  noftr.  71  E^s>  fol.  Tinaord 
foldan.  &  gratiol.  71  mj.  rad.  afari  &  cucum. 
afinin.  71  E))'  rad.  galang.  min.  3V>  jalap, 
feledl.  E&*  elater.  ojjj*  cubeb.  3jj-  incifis  & 
contuf.  affunde  fp.  vin.  tenuior.  tartaris  ftjjj- 
digerantur  claufo  in  furno  arenas  per  2  dies. 

F.  colatura  clara,  quas  per  fubfidendam  de- 
purata  dctur  a  cochlear.  2.  vel  3.  cum  vehi- 
culo  idoneo.  Willis. 

R.  Cort.  ebuli,  rad.  irid.  florent.  aa  lii*  Wine,  1* 
cort.  intern,  alni  nigr.  baccifer.  ficcat.  E'1^* 
rad.  enulse  camp.  &  fcill.  aa  E&*  bacc.  junip. 

Sjjfi*  rad.  jalap.  E&'  helleb,  nigr.  ojj-  fol. 

fenna* 
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fennse  3 jj •  fa!.  abfinth.  S>jv-  vin.  alb.  ifcjv.  di- 
gerantur  frigide  per  aliquot  dies,  dein  filtrc* 
tur  liquor. 

2.  R.  Rad.  irid.  florent.  5jj-  enul.  fcill.  & 
3,s •  cort.  fambuc.  &  ebuli,  m  %)•  cort.  win¬ 
ter.  3jj-  fennas  %]}■  helleb.  nigr.  agaric.  & 
jalap,  aa  5ji-  vin.  alb.  ifcjv.  infund,  frigide. 

Thefe  two  wines  are  both  in  Dr.  Fuller’s 
Pharmac.  Extemp,  under  the  names  of  vina 
hydropica.  The  former,  he  fays,  is  an  ex* 
cellent  medicine  for  a  Dropfy  ;  and  the  latter 
he  calls  a  mod:  excellent  one,  having  been 
tried  a  thoufand  times  with  fuccefs.  The 
dofe  of  each  is  Hjv.  in  a  morning  fading. 

Gtyf-  Experience  has  taught  us,  that  glyders 
are  often  ferviceable  in  the  cure  of  a  Dropfy. 
They  do  not  caufe  fo  much  diforder  inus 
as  medicines  taken  by  the  mouth.  The 
belly  never  dwells  after  the  ufe  of  them,  and 
they  frequently  bring  away  great  quantities 
of  water  both  by  dool  and  urine  (/).  Era- 
fidratus  ordered  fimple  glyders  in  this  dif¬ 
order,  or  fuch  as  did  not  contain  any  thing 
fharp,  or  dimulating  ;  but  with  what  fuccefs 
C.  Aurelianus  does  not  inform  us. 

.  .  A  glyf* 

(s)  Fabr.  Hildanus  fays,  above  thirty  pound  of  clear 
p illegm  was  brought  from  a  lady  in  twenty  days  by 
&lyfters  only,  Op.  p.  o8i>. 
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A  glyfter,  whofe  principal  ingredient  was 
the  cortex  ebuli,  brought  three  quarts  of 
water  in  twelve  hours  time,  from  a  young 
gentleman  who  was  ill  of  an  afthma,  hedtic, 
Affcites  and  Anafarca  (/).  * 

R.  Urinae  fani  hominis,  &  vinum  bibentis 
terebinth,  venet.  vitell.  ovi.  folut. 
fal.  prunell.  3j&.  f#  enema. 

This  Dr.  Willis  approves  of  beft,  and 
orders  it  to  be  repeated  every  day,  but  others 
make  ufe  of  more  powerful  ingredients. 

R.  Urinx  human,  matutin.  Svjjj»  vin.  be- 
nedidf.  Jjjj*  gutt.  gamb.  vin.  hifpan.  folut. 
Bj.  terebinth,  venet.  vitell.  ovi  folut.  3vi.  ol* 
faflafraf.  m.  f.  enema. 

This  is  the  enema  hydropicum  in  Bates, 
and  is  a  prefeription  of  Sir  Theod.  Mayerne. 

R.  Flor.  genift.  &  fambuc.  ^  m.  i.  fern, 
cymini,  &  carui  coq.  in  feri  laeftis 

^vjjj.  colaturs  adde  vini  benedidt.  ?jj*  ol. 
colocynth.  &  ol.  cymin.  aa  lfs-  vitell.  ovi 
N°.  i.  m.  f.  enema.  Biblioth.  Anatom. 

R.  Pulp,  colocynth.  infunde  pernodtem 
in  vin.  alb.  fjjj*  colaturas adde  decodt.  inteftim 
nervecis  ft>j-  olei  cbm.  ?jj*  fal.  petras  fufi  Ij* 
aceti  fort,  cochclear.  f.  m.  f.  enema,  Ri- 
rerius. 

.  In 

(*)  S.  Dwight  de  Hydropc. 


* 
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In  giving  glyfters  in  this  diforder,  Paulus 
iEgineta  fays,  If  the  belly  be  loofe,  we 
ought  to  make  ufe  of  drying  ingredients  •, 
but  if  the  patient  be  coftive,  the  medicines 
Ihould  be  brifk  and  adtive. 

S  E  C  T.  V.  Of  Diuretics . 

Urine,  Our  urine,  according  to  Hippocrates,  Dr. 
how  much  anc[  otijers^  jfhould  daily  equal,  or  at 

leaft  come  near  to,  the  quantity  of  liquids 
which  we  drink.  If  a  man  in  this  climate 
eats  and  drinks  about  four  pounds  and  a  half, 
or  feventy-four  ounces,  in  twenty-four  hours, 
five  ounces  of  this  will  pafs  off  by  ftool,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  latter  of  thefe  authors ;  thirty- 
one  by  infenfible  perfpiration,  and  about 
thirty-eight  by  urine*  From  hence  it  is  ap¬ 
parent  how  neceffary  it  mu  ft  be,  both  in  pre¬ 
venting  and  curing  a  Dropfy,  in  this  nation, 
to  keep  open  the  urinary  paffages,  fince  they 
are  fo  abfolutely  neceffary  in  carrying  off  the 
ingefta.  I  faid,  in  this  nation,  becaufe  Sane- 
torius  found  that,  in  Italy,  this  evacuation 
was  not  near  fo  great  as  Dr.  Keil  obferved 
it,  by  the  fame  method,  to  be  in  England ; 
and  perhaps  even  here  it  may  not  exadtly  be 
the  fame,  in  both  parts  of  Great  Britain, 
nor  in  two  experimenters  whofe  conftitutions 

it 
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It  isVgreat  odds  differ  much  from  one  ano- 

* 

ther. 

It  was  for  a  long  time  a  queftion  in  phyfic,  Twofortsj 
whether  there  was  not  fome  other  paffage  for 
the  urine  than  that  by  the  ureters  into  the 
bladder.  Mr.  Morin  (u)  affirms  pofitively 
for  reafons  there  given,  that  the  urine  con- 
fifts  of  two  forts:  ift,  That  which  pafies 
immediately  through  the  pores  of  the  coats 
of  the  ftomach  and  bladder  ;  and  2d,  That 
which  by  the  circulation  of  the  blood  goes 
into  the  ureters,  and  fo  to  the  bladder. 

This  Mr. Morgan,  in  his  Philofoph.  Principle 
prop.  12.  takes  for  a  truth  fufficiently  de- 
monftrated,  and  therefore  divides  the  urine 
into  two  forts,  which  he  calls  the  firft  and 
fecond  urines  3  hut  many  perfons  require 
better  proof  of  this  matter ;  fince  thofe 
pores  of  the  ftomach  and  bladder  are  not  to 
be  difeovered  by  the  heft  glafles ;  fince  both 
of  them  hold  water  and  air,  when  taken  out 
of  the  body ;  and  fince  the  bladder  and 
ftomach  are  not  contiguous,  when  in  their 
natural  fituation  ;  fo  that  it  we  luppoie  a 
vapour  to  pafs  through  the  pores  of  the 
ftomach,  it  muft  firft  fall  into  the  cavity 
of  the  abdomen,  before  it  could  get  into 

R  the 

(u)  Phil  of.  Tranf.  abr*  voU  4*  P2rt  2.  p.  77> 
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the  bladder,  where  it  mud  be  condenfed  f 
nor  could  it  pals  into  the  bladder,  unlefs 
we  fuppofe  the  pores  of  it  to  be  larger  than 
thofe  of  the  domach  (which  does  not  yet 


G1  yfters 

J 

come  a- 
way  by 
the  blad¬ 
der,  of 
urine. 


appear. ) 

That  there  is  fometimes  an  immediate 
communication  betwixt  the  lower  part  of 
the  guts  and  the  bladder,  is  a  thing  that 
will  admit  of  no  difpute.  A  gentleman  at 
Rome  fx )  had  often  glyfters  of  warm  water 
given  him,  which  always  came  entirely 
away  by  the  bladder,  not  fo  much  as  a  drop 
coming  by  the  anus*  Benevenius  (y)  tells 
us,  that  a  boy  of  twelve  years  of  age  had 
a  fuppreilion  of  urine  for  feven.  days,  and 
that  it  came  away  at  length  by  the  anus, 
and  fo  he  recovered.  A  man  of  fifty,  much 
fubjedl  to  the  done,  in  a  fit  of  it  had  aglyf- 
ter  given  him,  of  broth  and  oil  of  fweet 
almonds,  which  dayed  with  him  fix  hours, 
and  then  came  all  away  by  urine,  the  oil 
fwimming  on  the  top  of  it  (z).  The  fame 
happened  lately  to  a  young  lady,  who  had 
fuch  a  glyfter  given  her  for  the  cholic. 


Fabr. 


(x)  Bagliv.  Med.  Prax-,  p.  133,  (y )  De  Abdit, 

Morbor.  Caufis,  cap*  7,  Bagliv,  Opufcul,  91. 
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Fabr.  Hildanus  (a)  gives  a  hiftory  of  a 
poor  woman,  who  by  a  fall  from  a  tree 
bruifed  the  pudenda,  and,  for  want  of  proper 
affiftance,  had  both  the  meatus  urinarius, 
&  labia  vulvas  clofed  Up ;  fo  that  all  her 
urine  was  difcharged  by  the  anus,  during  the 
remainder  of  her  life,  which  was  many 
years  :  and  alfo  of  an  old  man,  who  having 
a  fcirrhus  about  the  fphindter  veficte,  made 
water  conftantly  by  the  anus. 

However  this  be,  it  is  certain  there  are 
no  medicines,  that  will  immediately  force 
the  urine,  though  feme,  as  afparagus  and 
turpentine,  will  in  a  very  fhort  fpace  of 
time,  give  a  feent  to  it.  As  then  diuretics 
mix  with  and  undergo  the  circulation  of 
the  blood,  they  muft  adt  upon  all  the  other 
parts  of  the  body,  as  well  as  the  urinary 
paffages  ;  and  consequently,  muft  be  very 
uncertain  in  producing  the  effedi,  for  which 
they  were  given.  They  alio,  in  weak  and 
worn-out  conftitutions,  are  apt  to  work  im¬ 
mediately  upon  the  firft  paffages,  without 
going  any  farther.  I  have  known  a  few 
grains  of  fal  fuccini,  millepedes,  fal  prune!!. 
&c.  given  to  a  dropfical  perfon,  which  have 
paffed  oft  by  ftool,  and  have  not  at  all 

R  2  affedted 

(#)  Ob f.  4 7,  Cent,  5. 
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affeded  the  urine*  Could  a  remedy  be  found 
out,  which  would  immediately,  and  with 
certainty,  open  the  cbflruded  ureters,  not 
only  the  Dropfy,  but  many  other  diieafes, 
which  daily  deflroy  mankind,  might  eafily 
be  fubdued,  which  now-a-days  hardly  admit 
of  any  cure. 

Etinuller  (b)  a  (lures  us,  that  after  uni- 
verfals,  diuretics  are  the  only  medicines  to 
be  infilled  upon  in  the  cure  of  a  Dropfy, 
they  being  the  true  hydragogues ;  but  that, 
by  an  unfeafonable  ufe  of  them,  the  flux  of 
the  urine  will  rather  be  hindered  than  pro¬ 
moted.  It  is  a  common  thing  in  authors  to 
cry  up  this  or  that  kind  of  diuretic,  as  the 
befl:  in  the  world,  according  as  it  happens 
to  fall  in  with  their  hypothefls,  or  particular 
way  of  thinking.  But  whoever  defigns  to 
adminifter  thefe  forts  of  medicines,  fhould 
not  be  influenced  by  the  bare  aflertion  of 

40 

this  or  that  man,  let  bis  name  and  reputa¬ 
tion  be  ever  fo  great.  The  patients  con  {li¬ 
nn  ion  and  way  of  living,  the  caufe  of  the 
diforder,  and  the  like,  are  the  only  true 
liars  for  the  phyflean  to  fleer  his  courfe  by. 
t(  For  thofe  who  have  indulged  a  method  of 
hot  intemperance,  till  they  have  over- 

railed 

(b)  Op.  Med.  voh  i.  p.  299. 


raifed  and  heated  the  blood,  and  eon  traded 
a  flatulent  digeflion,  the  bed  diuretics  are 
**  fpring- water,  green- tea,  milk  and  water, 
c<  and  emulfions  of  all  kinds.  In  cold,  low, 
“  and  languid  confutations,  where  the  fe- 
“  cretion  is  leffened  from  a  diminifhed  velo- 
c<  city  of  the  blood,  infufions  of  horfe-radifh, 
“  muftard,  millepedes,  balfam  of  capivi,  and 
f<  fuch  warm  ftimulating  diuretics,  mixed 
“  with  diluters,  will  be  molt  effectual.  When 
“  the  urinary  glands  are  very  much  fluffed 
“  and  loaded  with  gravel,  or  any  fabulous 
“  matter,  which  cannot  be  thrown  off  by 
the  common  diuretics,  recourfe  mufl  be 
had  to  cantharides.  If  the  urinary  glands 
and  paffages  are  fcorbutically  affedted, 
<c  dilacerated  and  corroded,  the  curative 
intentions  cannot  be  obtained  without 
mercurials  ”  (c). 

Common  fait,  or  that  made  of  fea- water 
by  the  fun’s  exhalation,  is  recommended  by 
Diofcorides  for  the  cure  of  dropfical  fvvelU 
ings ;  who  fays,  it  is  reffringent,  obfterfive 
and  cathartic,  than  which  no  medicine  can 
have  better  qualities  for  curing  this  diforder. 
Though  fait,  applied  to  the  fibres  of  dead 

R  o  animals, 

(c)  Morgan's  Philof.  Piinc.  p.  438.  Willis  de  Afcit. 
p.  278,  &c. 
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Spirit  of 
fait. 


Sp.  falls 
d  Lilyls. 


Goacula- 

o 

ted. 


animals,  makes  them  hard  of  digeftion,  loads 
15s  with  an  impure  chyle,  and  fo  lays  a  fpun^ 
dation  for  ^corbutic  diforders ;  yet  when  dif¬ 
fidently  diluted  with  water,  whey,  &c.  it  is 
of  a  very  different  nature,  and  is  very  proper 
to  waffi  away  fucb  kind  of  obftrudtlons. 

There  are  feveral  preparations  of  it,, 
which  have  done  great  fervice  to  mankind, 
in  this,  and  other  obftinate  diforders.  By 
diddling  it  with  bricks.,  fuller’s-earth,  to¬ 
bacco-pipes,  &c.  is  produced  the  common 
fpirit  of  fait.  This  is  a  very  powerful  diu¬ 
retic  and  deobdruent  medicine,  abates  heat 
and  third:  exceedingly  ;  and  may  be  given 
to  iixty  or  feventy  drops  at  a  time.  From 
one  part  of  this,  and  three  of  fpirits  of  wine, 
is  prepared  by  diftillation  the  fpiritus  falis 
dulcis,  of  the  Edinburgh  Difpenfatory.  Mr. 
Geoffrey  fays,  that  fifteen  or  twenty  drops 
of  this  dulcified  fpirit,  taken  every  morning 
on  an  empty  domach,  in  fix  ounces  of  a 
dccoclion  of  juniper-berries,  is  an  excellent 
remedy  for  a  Drppfy.  The  common  fpirit 
may  eafily  be  brought  into  a  iol id  mats, 
with  fait  of  wormwood,  and  then  it  is  called 
fpiritus  falls  cqagulatus.  This  is  a  contri¬ 
vance  of  A.  Minfincth  ;  and  indeed  the 
medicine  is  much  mended  by  this  addition. 

It 
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It  may  be  given  to  fifteen  grains,  in  any 
proper  vehicle  ;  and  is  a  great  deobftruent, 
a  powerful  diuretic,  and  confequently  a  good 
medicine  ;  or  rather,  if  we  may  believe  our 
author,  a  fpecific  in  the  Dropfy.  Querce- 
tan  has  another  fpir.  falis  coagulatus,  with' 
out  fait  of  wormwood,  which  is  good  for 
the  fame  purpofes. 

Nitre  is  a  kind  of  fait,  which  ariles  out  2.  Nitre, 
of  the  earth,  in  many  places ;  whence  it  was 
called  fal  petrse,  and  by  us,  fait  petre.  The 
antients  made  great  ufe  of  it,  for  the  relief 
of  the  fick,  and  preferving  the  bodies  of  the 

dead.  They  alfo  ufed  it  in  cookery  ;  to  clean 
their  cloaths  3  and  had  it  from  feveral  places, 
as  Armenia,  Lydia,  Buna,  Chalaftra,  Thrace 
and  Egypt  :  they  likewife  had  feveral  names 
for  it,  WTfov  halmariga,  afpr  vh^f  or  a^f*wr;ov, 
fpuma  nitri,  capiftrum,&  operithantum  nitri. 
Bellonius,  Geoffroy,  and  others,  are  of  opi¬ 
nion,  that  the  antient  nitre  was  not  the  fame 
as  ours  ;  but  Cafimire,  Cardan,  Clark,  and 
others,  are  of  a  different  one.  Nitre  has  all 
the  properties  of  fait,  and  fome  more.  Sir 
Theod.  Mayerne  prefers  it  to  all  other  dieu- 
reties  in  the  cure  of  a  Dropfy,  hecaufe  it 
cools  and  allays  thirft.  Dr.  Rawley,  in  his 
life  of  Francis  Lord  Verulam,  tells  us,  he 
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took  three  grains  of  it  every  morning  iq 
warm  broth,  for  the  laft  thirty  years  of  his 
life,  which  was  thought  to  contribute  much 
to  his  health.  Some  phvficians  cry  up  nitre, 
as  a  fpecific  in  Dropfies ;  the  Monks  mix  it 
with  a  fourth  part  of  crocus  martis,  and 
give  it  to  fix  teen  grains,  four  times  a  day^ 
they  alfo  diffolve  a  drachm  in  a  quart  of  the 
patient’s  common  drink,  to  be  drank  in  a 
day’s  time  5  and  Mr.  GeofTfoy  fays,  this 
method  has  often  fucceeded. 

We  have  three  or  four  preparations  of 
nitre,  which  all  partake  of  the  cooling,  de- 
obftruent  nature,  of  that  excellent  fimple. 
The  London  Difpenfatory  orders  the  lapis 
or  fal  prunellas  to  be  made  of  one  pound  of 
pure  nitre,  and  two  ounces  of  the  flowers  of 
brimftone ;  that  of  Edinburgh  puts  but 
half  an  ounce  of  the  latter,  to  a  pound  of 
the  former  ;  and  Dr.  Boerhaave,  proc.  i^7P 
ftill  leffens  the  quantity ;  for-to|]y.  of  nitre,, 
he  puts  only  with  good  reaforu 

The  fal  polychreftum,  of  the  Scotch  Dif¬ 
penfatory,  is  made  from  equal  quantities  of 
the  two  foregoing  fimples;  and  the  fpiritus 
nitri  dulcis,  is  prepared  after  the  fame  manner 
as  the  fpin.tus  falls  dulcis.  That  excellent 

chemiil^ 
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fhemift,  Joh.  Rudolph.  Glauber,  found  out 
the  art  of  making  both. 

The  pulvis  pyrius,  or  gunpowder,  is  made 
of  nitre,  fulphur  and  charcoal.  This  is  an 
excellent  medicine  in  many  cafes,  it  being 
of  a  very  powerful  deobflruent  and  diuretic 
nature.  In  contufions  after  bleeding,  it  is 
of  far  greater  fervice  than  many  which  are 
made  ule  of  upon  that  occafton.  It  is  now- 
coming  much  into  pradice,  and  has  fre¬ 
quently  been  given  with  fuccefs  in  Dropfies, 
to  half  an  ounce  for  a  dole,  twice  a  day,  in 
white  wine,  or  the  infui.  amar.  by  fome  of 
the  beft  phyficians  of  our  nation. 

According  to  Etmuller,  the  beft  diuretics 
in  this  diforder  are  volatile  falts,  iuch  as  are 
had  from  urine,  worms,  toads,  &c.  Syden¬ 
ham  and  Willis  are  entirely  for  lixivious 
falts  i  nor  does  it  matter  from  what  fort  of 
vegetables  they  are  prepared.  Broom  and 
wormwood  are  two  very  common  plants 
with  us,  and  for  that  reafon,  I  believe,  thev 
<uc  moft  commonly  ufed  in  this  diftemper. 

x  lieie  lixivious  or  alkaline  falts  are  pro¬ 
duced  from  moft  kind  of  vegetables,  by  cryf- 
talization  after  calcination.  Nothing  of  an 
alkaline  natuie  is  to  be  obtained  from  any 
of  them,  any  other  way  than  by  fire.  This, 

accord- 
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according  to  its  different  degrees,  makes 
fome  of  thofe  falts  more  pungent,  adive, 
and  fiery  than  others ;  which  is  all  the  fen- 
fible  difference  to  be  obferved  in  them.  The 
fame  thing  happens  to  fait  of  tartar,  as  to 
tho?e  produced  from  different  plants ;  for 
this  will  be  more  or  Ids  alkaline,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  intenfenefs  of  the  fire  which  pro¬ 
duced  it.  Hence,  I  think,  we  may  fafely 
conclude,  that  all  thefe  alkaline  falts  are  of 
the  fame  nature,  and  retain  nothing  of  the 
qualities  of  their  feveral  plants.  Fran. 
Red!  (d)  fays,  that  two  drachms  and  a  half 
of  any  of  thefe  kinds  of  falts,  will  purge  as 
gently  as  lenitive  eleftuary  ;  and  that  he  had 
tried  the  experiment  a  hundred  times,  with 
falts  made  of  rhubarb,  fenna,  agaric,  jalap, 
mechoacan,  &c.  plantain,  Cyprus,  lentifcus, 
cork,  mandragora,  vipers,  &c.  that  he  could 
never  find  any  difference  in  any  of  them, 
except  in  the  figure  of  them,  which,  how¬ 
ever  does  not  alter  their  purging  quality. 
Hence,  according  to  the  dodrine  laid  down 
page  i  36,  fmce  fo  fmall  a  quantity  of  them 
will  purge,  a  fifth  or  fixth  part  muft  prove 
diuretic,  or  otherwife  deobliruent  and  ex¬ 
perience  fhews  us,  they  are  fo  in  fevers, 

jaundice. 


( d )  Exper.  Natural,  p.  231. 
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jaundice,  Dropfy,  aftthma,  and  all  chronical 
as  well  as  acute  diforders.  Thofe  however, 
that  require  farther  fatisfadion  in  this  point, 
may  find  it  as  in  the  margin  (e). 

The  chemifts  now-a-days  make  fait  of  of 
tartar,  with  a  fmall  difference  of  manage¬ 
ment,  ferve  for  the  lixivious  falls  of  all 
plants  ;  and  indeed,  I  believe,  it  will  do  as 
well  as  any  other  in  all  cafes,  and  in  fome 
I  have  made  the  experiment.  I  fincerely 
wifh,  they  endeavoured  to  put  no  greater 
cheat  than  this  upon  mankind ;  but  alas ! 
at  prefent,  we  find  but  too  many  complaints 
of  this  nature  in  medicines  of  the  greatefl 
efficacy. 

There  is  kept  in  the  fhoos  a  tindure,  Its  tmc 
made  of  fill  of  tartar,  and  fpirits  of  wine, 
which  is  a  great  deobftruent,  ads  power¬ 
fully  by  urine,  will  encourage  fweats ;  and 
is  therefore  good,  not  only  in  a  Dropfy, 
but  in  the  jaundice,  green-ficknefs,  rheu- 
matifm,  fcurvy,  and  all  other  fuch  kinds 
of  illnefs,  which  arife  from  obftrudions  of 
the  glands  and  lymphatics.  It  may  fafely 
be  taken  to  one  hundred  drops  or  more  at  a  • 
time  in  white  wine,  or  any  other  proper 

vehicle. 


(t’)  Philof.  Tranf.  abr.  vol.  3.  p.  331.  t>oerhaave’s 
Chem.  vol.  2.  Quincy’s  Pharmac.  p.  321,  See, 
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Draught. 


Wine,  i. 


vehicle.  There  are  feveral  other  preparations 
of  tartar,  which  are  powerful  deobftruents, 
remove  obftrudions,  allay  heat  and  third, 
provoke  urine,  &c.  fuch  are  tartarus  vitrio- 
latus  neutralis,  tartarus  regeneratus,  feu  terra 
foliata  tartari,  fait  of  tartar  with  acetuni 
didillatum,  &c. 

R.  Aq.  taenic.  d.  gjj,  tin&.  fal.  tart,  ex  fp. 
vin.  5jj.  vel  Bjjj.  fyrup.  e.  5.  rad.  aper.  |j.  m.  f. 
hauft. 

Boerhaave  fays,  that  if  this  tindture  be 
given  thus,  every  morning  faffing,  for  three 
or  four  days  together,  and  repeated  again  at 
proper  diftances  of  time,  it  will  do  more 
than  aimed  any  other  medicine  in  the  fore¬ 
going  diforders. 

R.  Ciner.  genift.  ftj*  fol.  abfyntb.  vulg. 
pug.  1  vel  2  vin.  Rhen.  Jfcjv.  infund.  Rigid, 
liquor,  per  fit  rat.  colat.  gv.  dentur  mane, 
hor.  5a.  pomerid.  &  fero  ufque  dum  tumor 
evanuerit.  Sydenham. 

With  this  remedy  only,  this  author  tells 
us,  he  had  feen  many  perlons  cured  of 
Dropfies,  who  could  not  bear  purging,  and 
fo  were  looked  on  as  paft  remedy. 

R.  Vin.  alb.  ifcij.  fal.  abfynth.  $jj.  m.  dof. 
|jv.  vel  |vj.  bis  in  die.  This  is  Fuller’s  vinuni 
diureticum,  which  is  made  with  little  trouble, 

and 
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and  will  anfwer  all  the  intentions  of  the 
foregoing. 

R.  Ciner.  genift.  abfynth.  vel  farment. 
vitis  ad  abbed.  calcinat.  &  eribrat.  |jv.  ponant. 
in  lagen.  vitrea.  cum  vin.  abb.  &jj.  digerant. 
claufe  &  calide  per  3  vel  4  hor.  dein  colet. 
doi.  ?vj*  vel  Jvjjj.  bis  in  die. 

This  medicine.  Dr.  Willis  fays,  has 
brought  away  a  gallon  and  a  half  of  urine 
in  a  day  and  a  night,  and  that  the  patient 
has  recovered  in  a  fhort  time,  to  a  miracle. 

Dr.  Fuller  has  two  medicines,  the  lixi¬ 
vium  de  calce,  and  the  lixivium  hydropi- 
cum  1  and  Dr.  Bates  one,  the  vinum  lixivio- 
fum ;  all  which  are  founded  upon  the  fame 
principles,  and  are  admirably  good  medi¬ 
cines  in  this  diforder.  The  method  of 
taking  them  is  the  fame  as  the  foregoing, 
in  a  great  meafure,  and  may  be  feen  in  the 
authors  themfelves. 

Fabr.  Hildanus  ufed  to  give  a  fcruple  or 
two  of  the  faecul.  rad.  ari,  &  crem.  or  fal. 
tart,  together,  in  droplical  diforders,  with 
fuccefs.  This  medicine  may  be  taken,  either 
in  broth  or  white  wine,  is  not  ungrateful 
to  the  palate,  and  is  very  powerful  in  re¬ 
moving  obltrudions. 


An 
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An  infufion  of  green-tea  in  Renifh  winef 
is  not  only  a  good  diuretic  and  ftomachic* 
but  it  increafes  the  celerity  of  the  blood’s 
motion,  and  at  the  fame  time  abates  the 
third,  as  we  before  obferved  (f)  ;  whereas 
all  other  bitters  are  apt  to  increafe  it. 

Black  hellebore,  when  given  in  a  mode¬ 
rate  dofe,is  fo  far  from  being  a  violent  pu  rger, 
that  it  very  often  does  not  purge  at  all ;  and? 
though  it  fometimes  occafions  vomiting*  yet 
frequently  it  does  not  fo  much  as  offend  the 
ftomach.  Avicenna  fays,  it  provokes  urine 
and  the  menfes.  “  The  latter  of  thefe 
*e  qualities  is  fufficiently  known  ;  and,  in 
“  Dropfies,  I  have  feen  more  wonderful 
(e  effects  from  it,  than  from  any  other  diu- 
retie  ;  but  it  will  not  always  equally  work 
wonders.  This  difference  in  its  operation 
arifes,  I  fuppole,  from  the  nature  of  the 
**  diftemper,  a  very  dangerous  one  in  itfelf, 
**  (fometimes  abfolutely  incurable)  fgj,  and 
various  as  to  admitting  this  or  that  fort  of 
cure.  For  there  are  cafes  of  this  kind,  (as 
««  may  be  feen  in  thehiffories  above,)  which 
£C  feem  in  every  refpect  the  fame,  but  will  not 
*£  yield  to  the  fame  method  of  cure ;  though 
no  reafon  perhaps  (except  the  part*  where 

“  it 
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f<  it  takes  its  beginning,  which  fometimes  is 
“  not  to  be  difcovered  till  the  patient  dies) 

“  can  be  given  why  they  fhould  not  {h)” 

There  are  feveral  preparations  of  this  moft 
excellent  plant  to  be  met  with  in  our  dif- 
penfatories.  There  is  apozema  helleboratum, 
tindtura  melampodii,  (which  is  left  out  of 
Dr.  Fuller’s  edition  of  this  author,)  and  vi- 
num  helleboratum  in  Dr.  Bates’s  Pharma- 
cop.  There  is  a  tindtura  hellebori  nigri,  in 
Quincy,  made  with  white  wine  ;  the  tindtura 
emmenagoga  in  the  Pharrnac.  Pauper,  made 
with  redtified  fpirits  of  wine ;  and  another 
tindtura  helleb.  nigr.  in  the  Edinburgh  Dif- 
penfatory,  made  from  Spanifh  wine.  Dr. 

Willis  has  alfo  an  ext  radium  hellebori  nigri. 

All  thefe  are  admirable  medicines  in  a  fup- 
preffion  of  the  menfes,  Dropfies,  melan¬ 
choly,  &c.  The  ways  cf  preparing  them, 
and  the  method  of  uling  them,  may  be  feen 
in  the  authors  here  quoted,  but  this  plant 
anfwers  our  expedtation  no  how  better,  than 
in  an  infuiion  with  other  medicines  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  intention  of  the  phyfician. 

Fabr.  Hildanus,  in  the  general  preface  to  Napellus 
his  works,  tells  us  of  a  woman  that  was  fo™etime 

miltaken 

killed  by  taking  half  a  fcruple  of  the  extradt  forit- 

of 

(/;)  Dr,  Friend’s  Hid.  of  Phyf.  vol.  2.  p.  105, 
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of  black  hellebore,  which  he  thinks  was 
owing  to  a  miftake  of  the  apothecary,  who 
made  ufe  of  the  root  of  napellus  inftead  of 
hellebore,  which  is  a  deadly  poifon,  very 
like  hellebore  to  the  eye,  and  therefore 
ought  carefully  to  be  diftinguifhed  from  it  j 
for  hellebore,  he  fays,  is  a  fafe  medicine  j 
that  he  himfelf  had  , taken  it  with  fuccefs 
for  an  agues  and  had  cured  an  epilepfy  by 
it,  A  good  caution  this,  both  for  phyficians 
and  apothecaries,  efpecially  the  latter  ;  fince 
the  making  up  of  all  medicines  is  now  en- 
trufted  to  their  care,  without  the  infpedtion 
of  the  phyfician. 

Matthiolus  and  Hildanus  fay,  this  root  is 
fo  very  powerful  in  the  cure  of  quartan  agues,, 
that  they  do  not  remember  one  perfon  in  this 
cafe  who  did  not  take  it  with  fuccefs. 

Moft  other  purgmg  medicines,  as  well  as 
hellebore,  will  now  and  then  occaflon  large 
fluxes  of  urine.  A  perfon,  who  was  ill  of  a 
fever,  had  an  ounce  of  cailia  given  him  by 
his  phyfician  ;  but  this  not  working  with 
him,  it  was  repeated  till  he  had  taken  two 
ounces  and  a  half.  Fie  then  fell  into  a 
violent  flux  of  urine,  which  continued 
upon  him  three  days,  and  was  fo  fharp,- 
that  every  time  he  made  water,  he  thought 

a  red- 
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a  red-hot  iron  had  been  run  up  the 
urethra  (/). 

Dr.  Bates  from  Marcellus  Donatus  (k) 
fays,  calcined  toads,  or  what  he  calls  pul  vis 
aethiopicus,  given  to  a  drachm  at  a  time* 
has  fometimes  been  of  admirable  fervice  in 
a  Dropfy  ;  but  though  I  have  often  made 
ufe  of  it,  I  never  was  fo  happy  as  to  find, 
any  good  efFedt  from  it; 

Cantharides  are  one  of  the  nroft  powerful 
flimulating  diuretics  in  the  world.  Hippo¬ 
crates  gave  them  inwardly  three  at  a  time, 
the  head,  feet,  and  wings  being  plucked  off, 
and  mixed  with  three  glades  of  water.  From 
his  time*  till  Groenvelt  wrote  about  the 
Way  of  giving  them  inwardly,  few  phyficians 
made  ufe  of  them,  except  in  railing  of  blis¬ 
ters.  Thefe  adt  fo  violently  upon  the  urinary 
paflages,  as  often  to  bring  away  blood, 
when  only  applied  to  thefkin ;  fo  that  great 
care  ought  to  be  ufed  when  we  give  them 
inwardly.  Mr.  Morgan  allures  us,  that 
cantharides  given  in  fmall  quantities,  not 
exceeding  five  grains,  and  well  diluted  with 
any  thin,  foft,  milky  liquor,  is  beyond 

S  all 

(/)  Fabr.  Hild.  de  Lithotom*  Vefic;  p<  759* 

[k)  De  Mirab.  Hill.  Med.  p.  696. 
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all  difpute,  the  molt  powerful  and  eiTedual 
diuretic  in  the  world. 

R.  Teft.  ovor.  calcinat.  56.  camphor.  95. 
cantharid.  gft.  terebinth.  Yen.  q.  f.  f.  pill. 
N°.  o.  deplutiantur  t.  tertiis  horis.  Thefe 

y  o 

are  the  fecond  pillulae  diarctics  in  Fuller’s 
Pharmacopoeia,  which  may  fafely  be  given, 
and  are  a  great  and  powerful  diuretic. 

The  tindture  of  cantharides  in  our  London 
Difpenfatory  is  a  good  medicine,  may  fafely 
be  given  in  this  diflemper,  and  has  cured 
perfons  of  a  Dropfy,  when  other  medicines 
have  failed,  and  the  cafe  been  given  over  by 
good  phyficians. 

In  the  year  1735,  I  cured  a  poor  man  of 
an  Afcites,  who  had  a.  tumour  at  the  pit  of 
his  ftotnach,  his  navel  flatted,  and  a  great 
fuppreflion  of  urine,  after  he  had  to  no  pur- 
pofe  been  frequently  purged  with  calomel, 
gutt.  garnb.  jalap,  &c.  by  only  giving  him 
Lome  of  the  tinfL  cantharid.  pharmacop. 
Edenfis,  twice  a  day,  in  a  diili  of  camomile- 
tea.  This  tincture  is  more  diuretic  than 
that  of  the  London  Difpenfatory. 

A  gentlewoman  fifty-four  years  of  age, 
having  been  long  troubled  with  the  ft  one, 
fell  into  a  Dropfy;  which  being  cured,  file 
was  feized  with  a  fuppreflion  of  urine  fi  r 

four 
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Four  days.  On  the  fifth  day,  (he  took  five 
cantharides,  or  gr.  4*  with  as  much  cam- 
phire,  and  feme  conferve  to  make  it  into 
pills.  This  medicine  having  no  effedt,  it 
was  repeated  the  next  morning.  About 
noon,  fhe  began  to  make  water  freely,  and 
in  forty-eight  hours  difeharged  as  much  as 
could  have  been  expected  from  her  in  the 
whole  time  of  her  obflruftion.  The  opera¬ 
tion  was  as  mild  as  if  fhe  had  taken  only  two 
dofes  of  fal  prunellas  (/).  The  fame  effect 
I  have  found  from  a  like  quantity  of  each. 

It  is  well  known,  that  fcap  is  nothing 
elfe  but  lixivious  falts,  brought  to  a  con- 
iiftency  by  boiling  oil  along  with  them,  and 
fometimes  an  addition  of  quick-lime.  By 
this  means,  there  is  formed  a  kind  of  uni- 
verfal  medicine,  wdiich  may  be  given  to  an 
ounce  in  twenty-four  hours.  It  is  when 
rightly  prepared,  according  to  Boerhaave, 
one  of  the  moil  pure  and  excellent  medi¬ 
cines  we  poffefs ;  the  numerous  virtues 
whereof  may  eafe  the  phylician,  who  is  ac¬ 
quainted  with  them,  of  a  great  load  of 
iimples  of  much  lefs  efficacy.  It  is  aimoft 
an  univerfal  deobftruent,  and  may  not  only 

S  2  be 

(0  Pliilof.  Tranf.  abr.  vol,  4.  part  2.  p,  2j6. 
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be  given  in  a  Dropfy,  but  in  alrnoft  all  othef 

diforders. 

The  elixir  fapientum,  Helmonfs  foap, 
the  fapo  tartari,  or  philofophorum  of  Starkey> 
and  corrector  of  Mr.  Matthew,  are  nothing 
elfe  but  alkalious  falts  incorporated  with  oil, 
but  are  all  great  deobftruents,  provoke  fweat 
and  urine,  and  fo  carry  off  the  morbific  mat¬ 
ter  of  the  mo  ft  inveterate  chronical  diforders. 
The  loans  of  Venice,  Caftile,  and  that  made 

A 

in  our  own  country,  daily  give  relief  in 
cafes  of  gravel,  ftone,  jaundice,  Dropfy,  &c. 
as  is  well  known  to  every  practitioner. 

Fills.  R.  Sapon.  Tern  3jj.  ol.  anifi  gn.  8.  con  tu¬ 

ne  n  do  f.  pill.  N°.  24  pro  4  dofibus.  Thefe 
are  the  pill,  fmegmaticae  of  Dr.  Fuller,  and 
the  pill,  diureticae  of  the  Pharmacop.  Pau- 
perum. 

Pranghn  R,  Sapon.  Ven.  raf.  a  ^jj.  ad  coq.  in 
lad.  |jv.  ad  |vj.  adde  facch.  alb.  5jjj.  cola  $ 
detur  mane  &  hor.  4s.  pomerid.  This  is 
the  hauft.  fapon.  of  Dr.  Fuller,  which  he 
takes  from  Barbette. 

Ue  Millepedes,  or  woodlice,  are  a  medicine 
Woodiice.  £q  wejj  [cnown>  that  people  entirely  ignorant 

of  phyfic  conftantly  take  them  for  jaundice, 
fcrophulous  tumours,  inflammations  of  the 
eyes,  fee.  They  are  a  mod  admirable  me¬ 
dicine. 
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dicine,  but  rather  ad:  as  an  alterative  than 
a  diuretic,  in  many  conflitutions.  No  pre¬ 
paration  of  them  can  poflibly  mend  them, 
being  bed  taken  whole  ;  but  for  fuch  as 
cannot  fwallow  them  after  this  manner,  the 
expreffion  in  Dr.  Fuller’s  Pharmac.  and  the 
vinum  millepedatum  in  the  Edinburgh  Dif- 
penfatory,  are  very  well  contrived. 

R*.  Milleped.  viv.  &  facch.  alb.  Ei  fjjj.  ExPreffion 
fimul  ccntufls  afFundatur  vin.  alb.  ftj.  probe 
mifceantur  in  mortario,  &  liquor  expreffione 
coletur.  Dofis  gjj.  lingulis  auroris  velftcpius. 

Sulphur  contains  in  rtfelf  an  acid,  which  I2- 
* 

ads  vigoroufly  upon  the  fluids  of  a  human 
body.  All  the  preparations  of  it  partake  of 
this  quality  more  or  lefs,  and  by  this  means 
attenuate  vifcid  and  lizy  humours,  and  fit 
them  to  pafs  off  by  every  gland,  but  e (ped¬ 
al  ly  the  kidneys.  The  gas  fulphuris  in  our  its  Gas. 
College  Difpenfatory  is  a  medicine  very 
agreeable  to  the  domach,  is  a  mild  and 
gentle  but  very  qertain  diuretic  ;  and  as  it 
contains  this  acid  fpirit  in  a  large  quantity 
of  water,  but  few  medicines  will  exceed  it 
in  allaying  third,  and  carrying  off  by  urine 
the  fuperfluous  lymph  of  dropflcal  perfons. 

It  may  very  fafely  be  given  to  half  an  ounce 
at  a  time  or  more,  two  or  three  times  a  day. 

S  3  This 
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This  medicine  thus  taken  in  a  bitter  tincture, 
and  now  and  then  with  Piermont  waters, 
and  fome  old  hock,  reftored  a  gentleman 
in  a  fhort  time,  who  was  thought  to  have  a 
Dropfy  in  his  bread,  accompanied  with  a 
dyfpnaea,  .(welled  legs,  thighs  and  belly, 
and  al lb  with  a  jaundice.  He  was  given 
over  by  his  phyiicians  in  the  country,  but 
happily  reftored  by  this  gentle  method,  by 
my  very  good  friend  Dr.  Burton,  who  is 
now,  as  he  well  deferves,  at  the  head  of  his 
profefiiqn.  He  made  ufe  of  no  other  medi¬ 
cines,  except  forne  oxymel  fcilliticum  at  a 
night. 

CoP“  The  antients,  as  I  have  before  obferved, 

per. 

made  ufe  of  feveral  preparations  from  copper 
in  the  cure  of  this  diftemper,  which  for  the 
inoft  part  were  fo  rough  in  their  operation, 
that  few  or  none  of  them  have  been  called 
for  of  late  years.  ProfeiTor-  Boerhaave  (rn) 
however  diffolves  copper  in  fpirits  of  fah 
Tixulure.  ammoniac.  and  fo  makes  a  tinfture  of  it  by 
motion  only.  This  he  gave  in  mead  to  a 
dropfied  patient  with  fuccefs.  He  began 
with  three  drops,  and  doubled  them  every 
morning  for  four  days ;  then  he  continued 
this  dofe  of  twenty-four  drops  a  day  for 

fome 

* ■*  >*  ^  * 

(rn)  ProcelT.  192. 
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feme  time,  till  the  urine  ran  from  him  as 
out  of  a  fyphon  ;  and  afterwards,  by  a  good 
reftorative  drying  diet,  he  was  perfectly  re- 
ftored  to  health.  Upon  this  fuccefs,  as  Dr. 
Sydenham  had  done  before  him  with  fyrup 
of  buckthorn,  he  became  proud  of  having 
found  out  a  certain  cure  for  a  Dropfy  ;  but, 
like  that  honeft  man,  he  fairly  owns  when 
he  came  to  try  it  again  it  would  not  anfwer 
his  expectation  ;  whereupon  he  very  juftly 
concludes,  that  there  are  feveral  kinds  of 
Dropfies,  to  be  cured  by  as  many  different 
methods,  and  that  feme  of  them  are  abfo- 
lutely  incurable. 

Ants  eggs  boiled  in  butter-milk  are  a 
great  diuretic,  fays  Sir  Theod.  Mayerne. 

R.  Ovor.  formicar.  cochl.  i,  coq.  in  lade 
ebutyrato,  exprime  &  edulcor.pauco  faccharo. 
Detur  mane  fuperambulando,  hor.  4.  ante 
prandium  per  odiduum. 

This  medicine  Sir  Theod.  gave  to  a  wo¬ 
man  in  a  Dropfy,  which  brought  a  great 
deal  of  wind  from  her,  gave  her  feveral 
motions  at  firft  to  make  water,  and  at  laft 
brought  from  her  (uch  quantities  of  urine, 
that  Ihe  often  made  a  whole  chamber-pot 
full  at  a  time.  > 

S  4 
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I 

Fonleca  commends  turpentine  wafhed  in 
barley-water,  and  given  to  jfs.  twice  a  week 
for  a  Dropfy.  Cloffeus  formed  pills  of  tere¬ 
binth  and  vitriol  alb.  aa  p  :  x.  by  incorpora¬ 
ting  them  together,  which  may  be  given  to 
$jj.  for  a  dofe,  and  are  very  diuretic.  The 
setherial  oil  of  turpentine  is  a  molt  powerful 
diuretic.  Dr.  Cheney  will  have  it  to  be  a 
fpecific  in  the  fciatica ;  but  I  have  given  it 
in  this  cafe  without  fuccefs.  One  fingle 
drop  of  it,  being  taken  with  any  other  liquid, 
will  give  a  (cent  to  the  urine  in  a  quarter  of 
an  hour.  A  young  man  by  miftake  took  a 
draught  of  this  oil  to  quench  his  thirft.  It 
threw  him  into  a  diabetes  and  a  violent  pro- 
fluvium  feminis,  which  left  fo  great  a  weak- 
nefs  in  tho/e  parts,  that  he  felt  it  all  his 
life  after  (n).  Another,  from  an  over  dofe 
ol  it  fell  into  a  diabetes,  and  died  hydrcpical 
in  twenty-five  days  [0) ;  and  a  third,  from  two 
drachms  of  it  had  a  itrangury,  bloody  urine, 
fever,  &c.  but  was  cured  by  a  warm  bath 
and  Dr.  Fuller’s  emulfio  arabica  (/>). 

If  a  quantity  of  turpentine  be  put  into  a 
Dean  elofe  veffel,  and  fo  diffolved  and  raifed 

by 

1 

(n)  Boerhaaye’s  Method  of  Chem.  per  Shaw,  p.  102 

(0)  Obf.  52.  Cent.  5.  (p)  Med.  Eflays  Edin^ 

yol.  2.  p.  48. 


by  fire,  there  will  be  produced  a  clear  liquor* 
that  will  readily  mix  with  water,  is  of  a 
very  acid  tafte,  will  as  readily  as  water  ex- 
tinguifh  fire,  and  is  perhaps  the  moft  noble 
diuretic  in  the  world  (y). 

Harman  in  a  fuppreffion  of  urine  prq^- 
fcribes  it  thus :  R.  Vin.  canar.  |jv.  fucc, 
limon.  *j.  fp.  terebinth.  3j.  m.  pro  hauft. 

Fabr.  Hildanus  (r),  tells  us  of  a  noble¬ 
man,  who  being  perfuaded  by  an  emperic, 
to  take  two  ounces  of  fp.  terebinth  in  white 
wine,  for  a  pain  in  his  loins  and  about  the 
os  facrum,  was  immediately  feized  with 
a  violent  pain  in  the  kidneys,  and  in  five 
hours  time  had  pure  blood,  and  fometimes 
blood  and  urine  mixed,  begin  to  come  from 
him  by  drops,  with  violent  pain.  Thefe 
lymptoms  continued  fome  time,  though 
medicines  of  all  kinds  were  not  wanting ; 
and  the  pain  of  his  loins  was  not  removed 
till  many  years  after.  Thus,  fays  our  author, 
a  fafe  medicine  may  become  poifon  by  an 
£rror  in  the  quantity  of  the  dofe. 

The  juice  of  chasrefolium,  or  chervil,  is 
one  of  the  greatefi:  diuretics,  if  given  to  two 
ounces  in  a  morning  with  white  wine  for 

many 

(q)  Ibidem.  (r)  Boerhaave’s  Chemia,  vol.  i„ 

p.  294.  F^br,  Hild.de  Hydra,  cap.  8. 
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many  days  together*  The  juice  of  onions, 
both  common,  and  fea-onions  called  fquills, 
leeks  and  garlic,  taken  after  the  fame  manner, 
will  fometimes  do  admirable  fervice.  The 
juice  of  feveral  other  herbs,  as  brooic-lime, 
plantain,  &c.  depurated,  and  taken  to  gg. 
twice  a  day  in  white  wine,  provoke  urine, 
and  infenfibly  confume  the  water  of  aDropiv, 
fays  .  Sir  Theod.  May  me  from  Johannes 
Anglos.  This  author,  who  is  alfo  called 
John  de  Gadefden,  lived  in  Edward  the 
Third’s  time,  about  the  beginning  of  the 
fourteenth  century  ;  but  as  his  character  is 
already  drawn  up  by  Dr.  Friend  (/),  I  (hail 
only  give  you  his  method  of  preparing  and 
giving  thefe  juices,  fince  he  is  the  fir  Pc  who 
mentions  this  method  of  cure.  In  a  Dropfy 
from  a  hot  caufe,  fays  he,  take  the  juice  of 
plantain  and  liverwort,  and  fill  an  earthen- 
pot  with  them  almoft  to  the  top  ;  cover  it 
with  a  thin  f kin  or  bladder,  and  tye  itclofe; 
then  place  it  in  an  oven  after  the  bread  is 
drawn,  laying  the  afhes  all  round  and  on 
the  top  of  it.  When  it  has  been  boiled 
thus,  let  The  drained  liquor  be  fweetened 
with  fugar,  and  feme  of  it  be  drank  night 
and  morning.  He  fays,  he  cured  a  phyfician 

of 

N 


(s)  Iiift.  ofPhyf.  voL  2.  P-  277. 
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of  a  Dropfy,  by  making  him  drink  nothing 
elfe  but  this  juice  with  fame  fpikenard  for 
three  days  together,  and  holding  fome  fugar-/ 
candy  in  his  mouth  [t).  Since  his  time. 
Dr.  Willis  gave  thefe  juices  after  the  follow¬ 
ing  manner. 

R.  Folior.  plantag.  virent.  m.  jv.  hepatica?, 
becabungse  aa  m .  jj.  fimul  contufis  affunde 
aq.  raphan.  comp.  ifefs.  f.  expreflio  fortis. 
Dof.  jj j j .  ter  in  die. 

R.  Rad.  foenic.  herb,  apii  rufiic.  eupator. 
petrofelin.  Macedon.  &  hepatica:  ^  m.  i, 
pfeudo-mafcul.  m.  jj.  vin.  alb.  ib.  8.  f. 
infuf.  calid.  in  vafe  bene  claufo  donee  evapo- 
rentur  fbjjj.  colatura  fervetur  pro  ufu. 

One  Peter  Lowe,  a  Scotfman,  publifhed 
a  treatife  of  Surgery,  A.D.  1612,  wherein  he 
fays,  that  during  the  feige  of  Paris  he  cured 
many  perfons  of  the  Dropfy  by  the  forego¬ 
ing  medicine,  which  he  procured  of  a  Turk 
that  belonged  to  the  Spanifh  general  :  he 
fays,  this  wine  Ihould  be  drank  as  common 
drink  ;  and  that  after  three  days  a  flux  of 
urine  will  come  on,  which  will  continue 
fifteen  or  twenty  days,  in  which  time  the 
patient  will  recover.  During  this  courfe, 

the 

(t)  Rofa  Anglica,  p.  33,  2, 
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the  party  mu  ft  he  kept  warm,  and  eat  only 
meat  that  is  roafted  and  of  eafy  digeftion. 

There  are  feveral  other  Englifh  plants 
mentioned  by  authors,  which  are  faid  to 
provoke  urine  ;  but  none  of  them  come  up 
to  thofe  already  mentioned.  Their  names 
however  are  afparagus,  petrofelinum,  faeni- 
cuius  duleis,  fefcla,  daucus,  radix  vinco- 
toxici,  pimpinellae,  valerians,  femen  hype- 
rici,  alkekengi  ;  the  ingredients  for  the 
fyrup  of  marfhmallows,  which  is  better  in 
decodtion  than  in  a  fyrup,  as  Quincy  well 
obferves,  &c. 

At  the  beginning  of  this  century  ( u ),  the 
Portuguefe  imported  from  Brafil  a  root,  to 
which  they  gave  the  name  of  pareira  brava 
or  wild  vine ;  it  is  pretty  large,  not  much 
unlike  to  that  of  white  briony ;  and  is  of  a 
bitter  aromatic  tafle.  Jt  is  a  great  vulnerary 
and  diuretic,  and  if  we  may  believe  Helvetius 
is  not  lefs  a  fpecific  in  diforders  of  the  kid¬ 
neys  and  bladder,  than  ipecacuanna  is  in  dy¬ 
senteries,  or  the  cort.  Peruv.  in  intermitting 
fevers.  In  all  manner  of  obftrudtions  of  the 
urine,  whether  from  fand,  gravel,  or  ulcers, 
this  medicine  does  wonders.  In  violent 

nephritic 

(u)  The  Spanifh  ambaffador  firft  brought  it  intoFrance^ 
1706.  Dictionair.  de  Commerce. 
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nephritic  pains,  and  at  the  beginning  of 
Dropfies,  it  is  very  often  of  admirable  fer- 
vice,  if  taken  only  in  a  Ample  infufion  (x) 
of  Ipring-water  j  but  the  fame  author  tells 
us,  that  he  had  found  by  long  practice,  that 
it  is  not  fo  efficacious  in  confirmed  Dropfies 
as  might  be  wiffied.  For  this  reafon  he  con¬ 
trived  a  balfam  of  it,  which  is  highly  com¬ 
mended  by  him  for  a  moft  powerful  diuretic  ■, 
which  character,  it  is  true,  it  well  deferves  : 
but  I  am  apt  to  think  the  great  virtue  of  it 
is  more  owing  to  the  other  ingredients,  than 
to  the  pareira  brava.  As  this  root  is  not 
very  common  to  be  met  with  in  England, 
I  ffiall  not  at  prefent  trouble  my  reader  with 
any  farther  account  of  it,  though  fome  per- 
fons  here  of  late  have  much  commended  it 

f 

for  the  cure  of  this  difiemper. 

In  America  they  have  a  plant  called  par¬ 
tridge-berries,  a  decodtion  of  whofe  leaves, 
being  drank  as  tea  feveral  mornings  together, 
will  difcharge  vaft  quantities  of  urine,  fo 
long  as  the  Dropfy  lafts ;  and  then  may  be 

drank 

(*)  See  his  method  ofinfufingin  Philof.  Tranf.  abridg. 
vol.  5.  p.  303.  viz.  take  eleven  grains  of  it  powdered, 
infufe  in  a  pewter  tea-pot  all  night  in  warm  afhes,  boil 
in  the  morning,  and  drink  three,  four,  or  five  difhes 
of  this  infufion. 
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drank  without  increasing  the  flux  of  it,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Dr.  Mather  fyj. 

The  cyanus,  blue-bottle,  or  corn-flower, 
is  well  known  to  be  ferviceable  in  fore  eyes$ 
the  jaundice,  &c.  Its  fharp  and  bitter 
tafte  fufficiently  declare  its  diuretic  quality  3 
whence  Fred.  Hoffman,  in  his  notes  upon 
Schroder,  affirms,  that  a  deception  of  it  carried 
off  a  Dropfy  at  the  beginning  by  urine.  In 
1694  and  1695,  two  men  were  cured  by  a 
decodtion  of  it  in  an  Afcites,  with  fwellings 
in  the  feet  and  ferotum,  fo  that  they  could 
hardly  lie  down  in  bed  (z), 

SECT.  VL  Of  Diaphoretics. 

The  pores  of  the  fkin,  it  is  certain  from 
Malphigi,  are  prodigious  numerous.  By 
them  we  daily  lofe  infen  Ably  a  great  quan¬ 
tity  of  \yhat  we  eat  and  drink.  Thefe  are 
liable  to  be  clofed  upon  many  accidents  ; 
and  when  they  are  fo,  a  foundation  is  often 
*  laid  for  fits  of  ilia eis  of  fame  kind  or  other, 
which  in  a  very  fhort  time  muff  be  fure  to 
follow.  Dr*  Cheney  (<2)  gives  an  algebraic 
equation  to  find  what  quantity  ot  matter 

will 

(y)  Philof.Tranf.  abr,  vol.  5.  p,  31?.  (a)  Manget$ 

Biblioth.  Script.  Medicor.  p.  90.  tom,  1,  New 

'Theory  of  Fevers,  p.  160. 
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will  be  added  to  the  blood  and  juices,  by  a 
retention  of  the  ufual  evacuations  for  any 
certain  time.  Suppofe  we  ufually  eat  and 
drink  eight  pound  in  a  day,  and  that  inftead 
thereof  our  appetite  declining  upon  per¬ 
foration  being  flopped,  we  only  eat  and 
drink  the  fecond  day  after,  fix  pound,  the 
third  four,  the  fourth  two,  and  the  fifth 
nothing ;  then  in  this  time  twelve  and  a  half 
pound  will  be  added  to  the  mafs  of  blood  and 
juices.  A  large  quantity  this,  and  fufficient 
to  account  for  all  the  diforders  to  which  our 
bodies  are  fiibjed. 

Many  methods  have  been  propofed,  and 
many  medicines  thought  of,  to  open  thefe 
obftruded  outlets  3  and  happy  would  it  be 
for  us,  could  this  always  be  effeded.  Fe¬ 
vers  would  then  be  cured  with  more  cer¬ 
tainty  than  they  are,  and  many  other  dif¬ 
orders  might  be  removed,  which  may  now 
juftly  enough  be  called  the  opprobria  medi¬ 
cine.  In  an  univerfal  Dropfy,  the  pores 
of  the  fkin  muft  be  obftruded  for  fome 
time,  before  any  great  {welling  can  be 
formed  ;  the  juices  muft  be  rendered  vifcid, 
and  the  fibres  muft  have  loft  their  elafticity. 
It  is  with  the  utmoft  difficulty  therefore,  that 
dropfical  perfons  are  made  to  fweat ;  and 

indeed. 


Of  t k e  Several  KifiDS 

Indeed,  as  Aretasus  well  obferves,  thefe  fort 
of  people  will  not  fometimes  be  made  td 
fweat  even  by  bathing. 

In  Dropfies  of  any  particular  part,  diapho¬ 
retic  medicines  can  do  but  little;  nay  Dr. 
Willis  allures  us,  that  they  often  do  much 
harm  in  an  Afcites.  The  Anafarca  is  the 
Only  kind  of  Droply  where  diaphoretic 
medicines  can  be  fuppofed  to  be  ferviceable. 
Here  indeed  relief,  efpecially  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  diforder,  may  be  expected  from 
almoft  any  kind  of  fudorific.  Dr.  Pitcairn 
recommends  above  ail  others  a  decoftion  of 
farfa,  guatacum,  all  acrid  antifcorbutics,  and 
fome  aromatics,  which  diffolve  the  vifcidities 
of  the  ferurn.  The  common  diaphoretic 
medicines  now  in  ufe  may  be  met  with  in 
any  Difpenfatory,  of  which,  as  not  being 
peculiar  to  this  diftemper,  I  lhall  fay  nothing 
more  at  prefent.  But  here  I  muft  not  for¬ 
get  to  mention  an  obfervation  of  S.  Dwight 
in  his  Treatife  De  Hydrope.  He  there 
fays,  that  almoft  all  cathartics  and  emetics 
of  the  vegetable  kingdom  may  be  made  dia¬ 
phoretics,  by  burning  them  in  an  iron-ladle, 
till  their  rougher  qualities  are  deftroyed ;  and 
that  the  ftronger  purgers  they  were  before 
calcination,  the  more  powerful  diaphoretics 
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they  will  be  after.  .He  chiefly  recommends 
euphorbium,  gamboge,  coloquintida,  and 
black  hellebore  to  be  ufed  thus,  and  fays,  the 
dofe  of  them  may  be  half  a  drachm  or  fome- 
what  lefs.  This  method  I  have  fometimes 
tried,  and  find  that  dropfical  peribns  by 
fweating  after  this  manner  become  prodigi- 
oufly  weak;  fo  that  they  fhould  not  be  made 
to  fweat  oftener  than  once  in  five  or  fix  days, 
or  as  they  recover  their  flrength. 

R.  Milii  excort.  |jj4  coq.  in  aq.  font, 
fbjj*  donee  |jjj.  vel  |jv.  tantum  ftiperfmt. 
Colaturae  mifeeantur  cum  sequali  vini  albi 
generofi  portions,  &  detur  calide.  Copio- 
liffime  fudabit  asger,  fi  texeris  diligenter. 
This  medicine  is  called  the  fyrup  of  St* 
Ambrofe.  Horatius  Referus,  as  we  are  in¬ 
formed  by  Scholtzius,  cured  many  children 
and  fome  women  of  the  Anafarca  by  this 
medicine  only  (b) ;  and  in  the  Medical  (c) 
Effays  of  Edinburgh  we  are  allured,  that  this 
medicine  will  cure  a  dyfentery  with  as  great 
certainty,  as  thefimarouba. 

I  have  nothing  to  fay  in  this  place  con¬ 
cerning  infenfible  prefpiration,  becaufe  it  is 
a  hard  matter  to  increafe  this  evacuation, 

T  without 

( b )  River.  Op.  Med. — Sc  Mufitan,  T -rutin.  Medic* 
p.  692.  (c)  Vol.  2.  p.  384. 
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without  caufmg  fweat ;  and  if  a  diaphoretic 
courfe  can  only  be  ferviceable  in  an  Anafarca, 
and  that  only  at  the  beginning,  much  cannot 
be  expedted  in  any  cafe  in  the  cure  of  a 
Dropfy,  from  this  kind  of  evacuation, 
which  feems  to  be  but  little  in  our  power 
to  command. 
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CHAP.  VIIL 

Its  Cure  by  &xtzr?rah » 

T  Have  now  gene  through  all  the  feveral 
A  forts  of  internal  medicines,  which  are  to 
Oe  ufed  in  making  a  difeharge  of  the  water 
that  occafions  a  Dropfy,  in  any  part  of,  or 
all  over  the  body.  Beddes  thefe,  experience 
has  furnifhed  us  with  other  helps,  that  fome- 
times  do  great  fervice  in  this  diforder,  when 
applied  to  the  body  externally. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Boyle,  and  others,  have 
queftioned  whether  we  do  not  infpire  alfo, 
or  ieceive  by  the  fkin,  fome  fuch  particles  of 
maitCt  as  a  final  ly  mix  with  the  blood  and 
juices  of  our  bodies,  and  io  occadon  dif- 
eafes.  Let  this  be  as  it  will,  it  is  moil: 
certain,  that  fome  medicines  applied  imme¬ 
diately  to  the  fkin,  have  very  often  the  fame 
'Liiefl  upon  us,  as  if  we  took  them  by  the 
mouth.  Aloes,  and  feveral  other  purginp* 
medicines  applied  to  the  navel  will  work 
upon  children,  and  ionietimes  bring  away 

1  2  worms 
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worms  by  ftooli  Fallopius  (d)  mentions 
a  lady-abbefs  who,  iwftead  of  taking  the 
purging-pills  he  ufually  preferibed  for  her, 
applied  them  only  to  the  flcmach  outwardly, 
and  in  four  or  five  hours  they  would  work 
as  well  with  her,  as  if  fixe  had  fwallowed 
them.  Oil  of  turpentine  applied  to  the  Ikin 
will  make  the  urine  fmell  of  it  in  a  Ihort 
time  j  fome  perfons  have  been  purged  by 
fmelling  at  medicines ;  and  falivations  will 
as  eafily  and  more  effe&ually  be  raifed,  by 
anointing  the  body  with  mercury,  than  by 
giving  it  in  pills  or  bolus.  Many  ftrange 
effects  have  been  produced  by  amulets  and 
charms ;  and  if  we  may  believe  fome  phy- 
ficians,  w’nofe  credit  in  other  cafes  cannot  be 
difputed,  fuch  cures  have  often  been  wrought 
in  this  and  other  difeafes  by  external  applica¬ 
tions,  as  are  not  to  be  accounted  for  by  any 
rational  philofophy,  Sir  Kenelm  Digby’s 
fympathetic  powder,  or  Weapon- halve,  once 
made  a  great  noife  in  the  world  ;  and  there 
are  fome  thoufands  of  perfons  who,  it  is 
faid,  have  been  relieved  by  this  method. 
The  lapis  nephriticus,.  haematites,  aetites  & 
porcinus,  have  affuredly  cured  the  ftone, 
flopped  htemorrhages,  caufcd  abortion, 

brought 


(d)  Op.  Med,  px  13  &  p,  26. 
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brought  down  the  menfes,  if  we  may  be¬ 
lieve  Monardes,  Bontius,  De  Boot  and  others. 
Hen.  ab  Heers  tells  us,  of  a  woman  whofe 
bladder  was  lacerated  by  the  midwife,  from 
whence  came  a  diabetes,  that  was  cured  by 
hanging  the  afhes  of  a  toad,  burnt  alive  in 
a  new  pot,  about  her  neck ;  and  alfo  of  a 
merchant,  who  was  fubjedt  to  the  fame  dis¬ 
order  after  lithotomy,  who  was  cured  by  the 
fame  application.  What  real  effedts  the 
famous  Anodyne  necklace  has  upon  children 
in  breeding  their  teeth,  the  learned  may  dis¬ 
pute,  while  the  contriver  of  it  is  very  fen- 
/fible  of  its  more  than  ordinary  virtues,  by 
the  vaft  fums  of  money  it  brings  him  in 
daily.  Let  me  not  be  thought  over  credu¬ 
lous  for  quoting  fome  of  the  following 
hi  (dories,  the  truth  of  which  muft  entirely 
depend  upon  the  veracity  of  thofe  authors 
that  relate  them.  Men  of  the  beft  credit 
have  fometimes  given  us  luch  furprizing 
accounts  of  cures  effected  by  this  means, 
that  we  muft  either  believe  the  fadts,  or 
diipute  every  thing  which  we  do  not  fee 
with  our  own  eyes.  It  might  not,  I  think, 
be  below  the  greateft  phyficistn  and  moft 
able  philofopher  to  make  more  experiments 
this  way,  (nice  a  fufficient  number  of  fuch 

T  3  fadts. 
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fads,  well  atteflcd,  would  either  lay  a  furo 
foundation  for  a  new  philofopby,  or  teach 
us  to  extend  the  principles  of  that  in  fafhion, 
to  a  great  many  phenomena,  which  have 
not  yet  been  accounted  for. 

If  the  fpleen  fvvells  after  a  fever,  and  the 
body  emaciates,  give  hydragogues  and  re- 
floratives.  If  this  does  not  cure,  burn  little 
places  round  about  the  navel,  and  one  upon 
it,  fo  that  the  water  may  be  drawn  off  daily. 
But  in  children  make  incifions  in  all  thole 
parts  of  the  body,  which  are  lweiled,  and 
draw  off  the  water  by  degrees,  applying 
fomentations  and  a  warm  medicine  to  the 
wound  (e).  The  reafon  for  applying  thefe 
fomentations  and  warm  medicines  is,  be- 
caufe  of  the  danger  there  is  of  a  mortifica¬ 
tion  ;  for  according  to  Aphor.  8.  fed:.  6, 
the  wounds  of  dropfical  bodies  are  not 
eafily  healed. 

From  the  foregoing  precept  C.  Celfus 
favs,  that  in  an  Afcites  milliard- feed  fhould 
be  applied  to  the  belly,  till  it  has  raifed 
bliflers.  It  fhould  alfo  be  burnt  with  hot 
irons  in  many  places,  and  the  wounds 
fhould  be  kept  running  a  long  time  to,*- 

The 

(e)  Hippocr.  de  Locis  in  Horn.  p.  417. 
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in  a  Leucophlegmacy  or  Anafarca.  Afcle-  and  pane- 
piades  advifed  a  pundture  or  incifion  on  the 
infide  of  the  leg,  four  inches  above  the  ankle, 
as  in  bleeding ;  and  if  this  was  not  fufficient 
he  ordered  the  fcarification  to  be  made  deeper, 
lo  as  to  bring  it  to  a  wound.  Socrates  and 
Themifon  made  ufe  of  the  fame  pradtice  (f)  ; 
fo  did  Hippocrates, Leonides  and  Archigenes, 
fays  J.  Langius  in  his  thirty-fecond  epiftle, 
who  there  allures  us,  that  by  fuch  wounds 
the  water  will  be  difeharged  in  an  Anafarca, 

Afcites  and  Dropfy  of  the  ferotum.  C. 

Celfus  fays,  thefe  wounds  fhould  be  made 
four  fingers  long,  that  they  fhould  be  kept 
running  fome  days  together  ;  and  that  fome 
authors  advife  the  humours  to  be  carried  off 
by  blilters  (g).  The  Egyptians  make  ufe 
of  this  method  of  curing  the  Dropfy  to  this 
day,  according  to  P.  Alpinus. 

According  to  the  foregoing  advice,  one 
Browning,  a  very  hard  drinker,  was  cured  of 
an  Anafarca  in  fourteen  days,  by  wounds 
made  in  each  thigh  ;  by  purging  every  third 
day  with  fucc.  iridis  ;  abflaining  in  a  great 

T  meafure 


The  antients  frequently  ufed  fcarifications 


(  ( J  C.  Aurelian.  p.  489. 
Hi  ft.  of  Phyf.  vol.  1.  p.  33. 
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meafure  from  drink  $  and  by  iffues  made 
after  thefe  wounds  were  healed  (h ). 

Fallopius  fi)  faw  a  countryman  cure  the 
Anafarcat,  by  fcarifying  the  whole  belly  with 
a  razor  fkin  deep  ;  for  at  thefe  wounds  the 
water  drained  off,  and  fo  the  patient  re¬ 
covered. 

In  Dropfies,  where  diuretics  have  proved 
“  ineffedual,  the  beft  and  rnoft  e  fife  dual 
method  of  drawing  off  the  waters  is,  by 
“  bliftering.  Some  one  or  more  of  them 
“  ought  to  be  kept  contiuually  running  in 
feveral  parts  of  the  body,  till  all  the  water 
**  is  difeharged,  which  by  this  means  will 
“  fometimes  be  efFeded  in  a  fhort  time  to  a 
44  wonder.  Afterwards  any  of  the  common 
**  diuretics  will  take  place  ;  unlefs  the  lym- 
“  phatics  are  broke,  fo  as  to  let  out  the 
u  water  into  the  large  cavities  of  the  thorax 
“  and  abdomen,  for  then,  the  difeafe  may 
“  be  looked  upon  as  defparate,  and  will 
admit  of  no  cure  ( k )” 

According  to  this  gentleman,  one  would 
think  this  way  of  evacuation  muft  almoft  be 
infallible  5  but  whoever  makes  the  experi¬ 
ment 

(h)  M.  Lifter  de  Hydrope,  Caf.  1.— &  Marcell.  Don, 
de  Hift.  ivied.  Mir.  p.  422.  (i)  Qp.  Med,  p,  597, 

W  Morgan’s  Pbilof.  Print:.  p.439. 
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ment  will  often  find  himfelf  deceived. 
Fabr.  (1)  Hildanus,  who  was  no  bad  furgeon, 
mentions  a  lady  whofe  legs,  being  bliflered 
for  the  Dropfy,  mortified,  and  fo  file  died 
in  a  few  days.  C.  Pifo  (m)  tells  us  alfo, 
of  a  noble  lady  who  died  thus,  notwith- 
/landing  file  had  all  the  care  taken  of  her 
that  can  be  imagined.  Hildanus,  upon  the 
former  of  thefe  cafes,  makes  this  excellent 
remark ;  In  young  perfons,  and  thofe  of  a 
good  conftitution,  this  method  fometimes 
gives  relief,  but  it  is  moft  certainly  deftruc- 
tive  to  old  people,  and  thofe  of  a  decayed 
conftitution, 

Thefe  fort  of  wounds,  fays  N.Tulpius  \n)% 
do  good  to  fome,  but  injury  to  more.  If 
the  vifcera  are  corrupted,  it  is  true  the  water 
drains  away  by  them,  and  the  Dropfy  feems  to 
abate ;  but  ftill,  lying  in  the  vifcera,  it  brings 
on  the  wound  either  an  incurable  ulcer,  or 
a  mortal  gangrene.  I  have  fometimes  known 
fo  great  a  flux  of  humours  upon  the  part, 
from  all  thefe  kind  of  wounds,'  as  to  caufe 
moft  intolerable  pain  without  the  leaf!  relief. 
This  kind  of  remedy  fhould  not  therefore 
be  raflily  advifed.  For  unlefs  the  legs  be 

found 

(l)  Obf.  49.  Cent*  1,  &  de  Gangraen,  c.  11, 

(m)  Qbf.  1 1 9.  Obf.  38.  lib.  2. 
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found  and  the  conftitution  good,  the  lick 
cannot  bear  without  damage  the  fharp  hu¬ 
mour  of  the  belly  to  be  thrown  upon  that 

part. 

Upon  this  account  Dr.  Willis  (<9)  fays, 
that  it  is  more  advifeable  in  Droplies  to 
blifier  the  thighs  and  arms,  than  the  legs 
or  feet,  where  the  natural  heat  is  weak  and 
the  fwelling  large. 

The  fame  author  affures  us,  that  efcharo- 
tics  or  cauteries  applied  to  the  legs  are  fafer 
than  bl lifers,  becaufe  the  flux  of  the  humour 
upon  the  part  is  not  fo  great  at  the  firft, 
but  begins  gently  and  rifes  gradually ;  and 
alfo,  becaufe  there  is  lefs  danger  of  a  gan¬ 
grene. 

Let  pricks  be  made  in  the  Ikin  of  the  legs, 
with  a  needle,  where  the  fwelling  is  greateft, 
fix  or  feven  at  a  time,  about  a  thumb’s 
breadth  from  one  another.  After  twelve, 
eighteen,  or  twenty- four  hours,  make  as 
many  more  in  fome  other  part  of  the  ikin, 
and  do  fo  once  or  twice  a  day,  till  all  the 
water  is  difeharged.  Thefe  are  the  fafeft  of 
all  thefe  fort  of  wounds,  and  by  this  method, 
if  internals  are  not  negledted,  a  Dropfy  may 
eafily  many  times  be  cured.  An  old  man, 

feven  ty 


(0)  P.  325. 
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feventy  years  of  age,  was,  by  this  remedy 
only,  kept  alive  many  months,  contrary  to 
every  one’s  expe&ation  (p). 

I  have  hitherto  faid  nothing  about  bleeds 
ing,  becaufe  it  has  generally  been  looked 
upon  to  be  pernicious  in  this  diftemper  ;  and 
fo  indeed  it  muft  be  where  a  Dropfy  is  come 
to  a  great  height,  the  vifcera  are  corrupted, 
and  the  conftitution  upon  the  decline.  From 
the  fourth  chapter  of  this  difcourfe  it  is  evi¬ 
dent,  that  Dropfies  come  frequently  from  a 
fuppreftion  of  fome  ufual  evacuation,  from 
falls,  violent  motions,  over-heating  the 
blood  with  fpirituous  liquors,  and  the  like  ; 
that  Dr.  Sydenham  was  miftaken,  when  he 
afferted,  that  in  all  Dropfies  the  blood  was 
too  thin  and  watery  ;  and  laftly,  that  the 
blood  in  this  diforder  is  frequently  too  thick, 
vifcid  and  fizy.  In  ail  thefe  cafes  then,  before 
the  lymphatics  are  broken,  and  the  vifcera 
corrupted,  bleeding  muft  be  abfolutely  ne- 
ceflary,  and  ought  to  be  made  ufe  of,  before 
any  other  evacuation  is  attempted.  This 
the  antients  were  very  fenfible  of,  and  there¬ 
fore  Al.  Trail  ian  is  very  particular  about 
bleeding  at  the  beginning  of  an  Anafarca, 
when  it  comes  from  too  much  cold  blood. 

He 
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He  alfo  fays,  if  the  liver,  Ipleen,  or  ftomach 
are  fwelled  and  hard,  blood  muft  be  taken 
away,  efpecially  if  the  veins  are  full,  and 
the  patient  young,  and  the  feafon  not  too 
cold.  But  thefe  things  ought  to  be  well 
confidered  ;  for  as  unfeafonable  bleeding  is 
dangerous  in  other  diforders,  it  is  certainly 
mortal  in  a  Droply.  Hippocrates  goes  farther 
and  fays,  that  even  in  a  confirmed  Dropfy, 
where  the  breath  is  fhort,  if  it  be  either 
fpring  or  the  middle  of  fummer,  blood 
fhould  be  taken  from  the  arm.  But  C. 
Aurelianus  ( q )  rebukes  the  old  man  for  this 
dofirine,  and  fays,  if  bleeding  be  neceffary  at 
thefe  times,  he  can  prove  it  to  be  fo  at  any 
other. 

Though,  according  to  Hippocrates,  the 
wounds  of  dropfical  perfons  are  dangerous. 
By  ilTues.  as  being  hard  to  he  cured ;  yet  ifTues  made 
in  the  legs  and  thighs  of  fuch  perfons  have 
often  been  very  ferviceable,  in  abating  the 
anafarcous  fwellings  of  thofe  parts  (r). 

In  this  cafe  Mr.  Wife  man  (1)  recommends 
Byfomen-  a  fomentation  of  warm  herbs,  juniper-berries* 
fuiphurvivum,  alumen  rup.  and  fait  in  fpring- 
water,  to  take  off  feme  of  the  humour  by 

the 

(g)  P.  485.  (rj  Fabr.  Hild.  Obf.  74.  Cent.  4,  &c. 
(i)  Vo).  3.  p.  141,  204,  &c. 
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the  pores  of  the  fkin,  and  ftrengthen  the 
relaxed  tone  of  the  vefiels.  After  the  ufe 
of  this,  the  legs  he  fays  muft  be  rolled  up 
every  day  ;  and  then  laced  ftockings,  knee- 
pieces  and  trowzers  muft:  be  ufed,  which 
he  would  have  ftreightned  every  day,  fo  as 
the  patient  can  bear  it  eafily.  He  gives  the 
hiftories  of  feveral  perfons,  who  have  been 
cured  by  thefe  means,  in  his  treatife  of 
Surgery. 

Dry  fweating  is  proper  in  the  Anafarca,  By  bat,, 
but  baths  and  all  fort  of  moifture  is  hurtful,  *nS' 
according  to  C.  Celfus.  The  antients  how¬ 
ever  recommended  in  this  diforder,  baths ; 
rubbings,  as  with  a  flefh-brufh ;  exercife, 
whether  the  motion  was  made  by  being 
carried  upon  men’s  fhoulders,  on  horfeback, 
or  in  a  (hip  at  fea,  &c.  undtions  ;  expofing 

them  to  the  heat  of  the  fun,  a  hot  fire,  the 
•  * 

hypocauftum,  &c.  All  thefe  things  muft 
doubtlefs  be  of  great  fervice  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  an  Anafarca,  before  the  pores  of  the 
fkin  have  been  too  long  obftru&ed  and  loft 
their  elafticity.  From  thefe  hints  I  have 
often  thought  dropficial  perfons  might  fome- 
times  receive  great  benefit  by  being  fweated 
in  what  they  call  the  hot-houfe  of  a  falt- 
work,  where  the  fait  is  dried  after  it  is 

taken 
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taken  out  of  the  pans  and  put  into  the  baf- 
kets.  I  could  heartily  wi£h,  that  as  Sir  J. 
Floyer  and  Dr.  Baynard  have  brought  cold 
bathing  again  into  fafhion,  fome  other  phy^ 
ficians  would  endeavour  at  leaft  to  reftore 
fome  more  exercifes  of  the  antients,  which 
1  am  fore  would  be  greatly  ferviceable,  not 
only  in  preferving  our  health,  but  in  reftor-* 
ine  decaved  and  worn-out  conftitutions.- 
The  Anafarca,  according  to  Diofcorides, 
C.  Aurelianus,  and  others,  is  fometimes 
cured,  when  other  things  have  failed,  by 
the  pfammifmus  y  i.  e.  burying  the  patient 
up  to  the  neck  in  the  fand  of  the  fea-fhore- 
This  I  own  was  a  common  practice  in  Egypt, 
Africa,  and  fome  other  hot  countries,  but 
will  I  fear  do  but  little  fervice  in  a  climate 
fo  cold  as  this  of  Great-Britain.  The  hot- 
houfe  before-mentioned  might  perhaps 
ferve  our  turns  as  well ;  efpecially  if  what 
Dr.  Strother  (/)  fays  is  true,  viz.  that  the 
warmth  of  the  nurfery  is  abfolutely  necef- 
fary,  when  young  children  are  troubled  with 
the  Hydrocephalus,  to  exhale  the  ferum, 
which  abounds  too  much  in  their  tender 
fibres. 

Dr, 


/)  Efluy  upon  Health,  p.  13. 
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Dr.  Sydenham  fays,  he  never  could  find 
any  great  fervice,  from  the  external  applies 
tion  of  medicines  in  this  diforder.  In  an 
Afcites,  cataplafms  and  liniments  applied 
to  the  abdomen,  to  difeufs  the  tumour,  do 
the  lead;  damage  :  but  I  cannot  fee  how  the 
water  can  be  drained  off  by  this  means. 
Some  of  thefe  applications  are  fo  far  from  do- 
ing  good,  that  they  often  do  harm  ;  fuch  as 
are  compofed  of  the  ftronger  cathartics,  and 
applied  to  the  abdomen  under  the  form  of 
ointments  (u).  Not  only  external  medicines, 
but  blifters,  pricks  with  a  needle,  tapping, 
and  all  other  operations  of  this  kind,  are 
condemned  by  this  author ;  and  he  fays, 
none  of  them  can  ever  be  adminiftered  with¬ 
out  uncertainty  and  great  danger. 

Dr.  Willis  however  fays,  plafters  fome- 
times  do  good  in  an  Afcites  ;  but  then 
they  muft  by  their  reftringent  and  warming 
quality  comfort  the  vifeera,  and  contract  the 
mouths  of  the  vefiels,  that  they  may  not 
leake  any  longer.  The  emplaftr.  diafapon. 
or  the  empl.  de  minio  &  emph  Paracelfi  aa 
q.  f.  are  the  mo  ft  proper  things  to  apply  to 
a  fwelled  belly.  Such  applications  as  caufe 
no  evacuation  muft,  in  my  opinion,  be  moft 

proper 

(u)  Op.  Med.  p.  47 o. 
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proper  when  the  load  of  water  has  been 
removed  by  medicines  or  tapping ;  but  they 
are  not  fo  often  made  ufe  of  as  perhaps  they 

deferve. 

Etmuller  (ae)  commends  thefe  applications 
following  in  an  Afcites,  fwellings  of  the  fcro- 
tum,  of  the  labia  vulvar,  and  of  the  feet. 
Fomentations,  cataplafms,  and  bags  in  wine 
or  lye,  made  of  attenuating,  refolving,  dif- 

cutient  aromatics,  viz.  Fol.  fambuc .  ebuli, 

% 

laurij  herb,  chamomil,  menth.  origan,  ab- 
fynth.  fucc.  cucumer.  afinin.  rad.  bryon. 
afari.  cucum.  agreft.  fern,  milii.  fern,  calid. 
mai.  bacc.  iauri,  &  juniperi,  ftercora  omnia, 
humanum  caprillum  columbin,  equinum, 
&c.  urinahumana,  olea  juniperi,  fambuc. 
aneth.  limac.  bufon,  &c.  cochleae  cum  tef- 
tibus.  Geranium  robert.  &  chelidon  maj. 
when  bruifed  and  applied  to  the  feet,  take 
down  the  fwelling  of  them  mightily;  fo 
does  petrofelin,  freih  gathered  and  applied 
to  the  lcrotum.  Petrus  a  Caldro  had  a  lecret, 
which  wras,  fnails  beat  to  pieces  with  their 
ihells,  with  which  he  cured  the  Afcites  and 
Hydrocephalus.  Several  forms  of  medicines, 
compo.fed  of  the  ingredients  here  enumerated, 

may 

(x)  Vol,  1.  p.  303,  304,  415.  Op.  Med. 
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may  be  feen  ia  this  author,  in  the  places  be¬ 
fore  a  noted.  ;  -  c  : 

x  t  •  - 

R.  Urin  33  pueri  mund.  &jjj,  fah  prune!!* 
jjij.  bulb  ad  3s  partis  confumptiojrem  pro 
fotu. 

This  fomentation  is  commended  by  Ri« 
verlus. 

R.  Sp.  Vini  redtificat.  §jj*  fp.  lavend.  gj, 
pill.  cochins  maj.  grs.  opii  crud.  $jj.  m. 

Dr.  Fuller  calls  this  medicine  his  lava- 
mentum  hydropicum,  and  fays,  that  being 
tiled  either  by  itfelf,  or  with  an  equal  quan¬ 
tity  of  oil  of  elder-flowers,  it  is  accounted 
a  powerful  remedy  againd  watery  Avellings* 

The  bellies  of  children,  and  the  feet  of  men 
when  fwelled,  fhould  be  anointed  with  it 
twice  a  day  before  a  warm  fire.  This  opens 
the  pores,  and  makes  the  fizy  lymph  there 
dagnating  either  tranipire,  or  return  again 
into  the  circulation;  and  there  can  be  no 
danger  of  a  mortification  from  the  ufe  of  it, 
becaufe  of  its  fpirituous  particles. 

When  the  legs  have  been  fcarified,  the 
cataplafma  pro  bubone  pedilent.  &  corb un- 
cul.  in  the  Fharmacop.  Pauper,  is  a  good 
medicine  to  prevent  a  mortification  ;  but  at 
thele  times  fomentations  mud:  not  be  for¬ 
gotten. 

U  Pon  tarns 


2J)0 


By  morfus 
chabolj. 
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Pen  fee  us  (y )  the  famous  mountebank  fa  ysP 
that  for  the  Afcites,  when  other  things  have 
failed,  one  of  the  bell  remedies  in  the  world 
is,  to  take  the  plant  called  morfus  diaboli, 
and  put  it  over  the  fire  in  a  dry  kettle,  that 
if  may  become  wet  by  its  own  juice  only. 
A  fufficient  quantity  of  this  muft  be  applied 
to  the  belly  and  reins  of  the  patient.  lie 
muft  then  be  covered  up  warm,  fo  as  to 
caufe  him  to  ftveat,  which  he  will  be  fare 
to  do  profufely.  This  muft  be  carried  on 
according  to  the  ftrength  of  the  patient  and 
exigency  of  the  cafe. 

Diofccrides  and  Pliny  fell  us,  that  the 
herb  hemerocallis,  not  far  unlike  the  lilly  of 
the  valley,  applied  thus  to  the  belly,  will 
bring  away  water  and  ufelefs  blood  :  and 
Etmuller  allures  us,  that  cherefolium,  ap¬ 
plied  after  the  fame  manner,  will  adt  as  a 
diuretic. 

Frefli  rue  fried  with  oil  of  walnuts,  and 
applied  hot  as  a  cataplafm  to  the  navel,  and 
fo  renewed  twice  or  thrice  a  day,  is  called 
by  Mr.  Boyle  (%)  an  experienced  remedy  for 
an  Anafarca. 

"R.  Sapon. 


(y)  Philof.  T ranf.  abr.  voL  3.  p.  141. 

(z)  Works  abrid,  by  Shaw,  vol.  3.  p.  667, 
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R.  Sapon.  nigr.  ^vj.  croc.  Brit.  $fs,  fal.  fuc- 
cin.  gr.  15.  m.  f.  cataplafma. 

A  gentleman  who  had  formerly  been  run 
through  the  bread,  in  a  duel,  had  every  year, 
about  the  fame  time  that  the  wound  was  re¬ 
ceived,  which  was  in  the  fummer,  a  violent 
pain  in  that  part,  and  a  fuppreffion  of  his 
urine.  He  took  diuretics  inwardly  to  no 
purpofe,  at  length  this  cataplafm  was  applied, 
which  gave  him  eafe,  and  made  him  make 
water  plentifully  (a). 

Aquapendens,  from  Avicenna  fb)9  highly 
commends  a  fponge,  dipped  in  aq.  calcis 
mixed  with  the  juice  of  myrtle,  for  the  cure 
of  an  Afcites,  if  applied  all  over  the  belly  ; 
and  tells  us  of  a  nobleman’s  fervant,  who 
was  cured  of  a  Dropfy  and  fchirrhous  fpleen 
by  the  conftant  application  of  a  fponge  dip¬ 
ped  in  aq.  calcis  only  to  the  part  affedted. 
From  his  authority,  I  fuppofe,  Etmuller  (c) 
recommends  this  as  a  lingular  method  for 
difcuffing  dropfical  tumours. 

U  2  The 

(a)  Harris  de  Morb.  acut.  Infant.  p.  156.  Strother’s 
Pharmacop.  p.  136.  *  [b)  De  Tumor.  p„  n. 

cap.  9  &  12.  &  River.  Op.  Med  p.  236.  (r)  Op. 

Med.  vol.  1.  p.  304. 
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TosidL  *  The  ufe  of  the  toad,  in  phvfiek,  was  not 
found, out  by  reafon  but  by  chance,  as  is 
plain  from  Hildanus  and  Solenader. 

Gradus  .(ays,  that  fluring  the  plague,  A.D. 
j  4  jo,  a  countryman  applied  toads  cut  afun- 
der,  and  alfo  alive  to  his  plague  fores.  The 
latter  foon  died  and  drew  out  the  venom, 
info  much  that  all  the  fick  that  ufed  them 
recovered  (d)  :  and  Hoffman,  in  his  Clavis 
Pharmaceutica  fe),  affures  us,  that  half  a 
drachm  of  the  powder  of  dried  toads  was 
of  great  fervice  to  many  people,  by  making 
them  fweat,  when  the  plague  was  in  Lon¬ 
don,  A.  D,  1665.  Helmont  fays,  that  one 
Bucler,  an  Irifli  furgeon,  was  the  inventor  of 
this  medicine;  and  that  he  faved  the  lives  of 
feme  thoufands  by  it  during  that  diftemper. 
The  way  of  preparing  the  powder  may  be 
feen  in  Hoffman  as  above. 

An  old  woman  ill  of  a  Dropfy,  by  the 
advice  of  another  old  woman,  took  toads 
(range  rubet^i)  alive,  and  put  them  into  a  new 
earthen-pot  with  oil  of  olives,  and  boiled 
them  together.  With  this  oil  warm  fhe 
anointed  her  belly,  beginning  at  the  ftomach 

her  h  and  s^iown  wards.  On  the 

fecond 

(d)  P.  Fore'ft.  Gbf.  35.  p.  253.  See  alfo  Fabr.  HilJ. 

Op.  P.  1028.  (V)  P.  644. 


and  ftroking 
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fecond  day  the  fwelling  fell  into  her  feet*  fo 
that  they  fweiled  exceedingly.  She  follow¬ 
ed  on  the  ointment,  and  on  the  third  day 
the  tumour  difappeared,  without  any  vifible 
evacuation  ( f) . 

From  fuch  a  hiftory  as  this  it  is  probable 
Riverius  contrived  the  following  cerate. 

R.  Bufon.  fej-  cera^  bulliant.  in  olla 
lutata  ad  media?  partis  confumpt.  colentur 
&  f.  ceratum,  quod  extendatur  fuper  alutam, 
&  regioni  lienis  applicetur.  This  he  fays, 
will  bring  away  all  the  water  of  a  Droply. 

Among  the  fecrets  of  this  author  which 
are  printed  at  the  end  of  his  works,  an 
oil  made  of  this  animal  is  commended  for 
curing  the  tinea  or  fcalled  head,  morphew, 
and  Dropfy. 

A.  Pitcairn  (g)  fays,  there  are  feme  who 
tie  a  whole  toad  dried  to  the  loins,  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  fecretion  of  urine  ;  but  although 
he  had  feen  an  haemorrhage  at  the  nofe, 
which  would  give  way  to  no  other  means 
but  bleeding,  to  flop  immediately  upon 


holding 


if)'  P.  Foreft.  ut  fupra. 


(g)  Eleracn.  of 


Fhyf.  b,  2.  chap.  21.  p.  286. 

I11  the  Medical  Eftays  of  Eoinb,  voL  2.  p,  307.  a  poor 
woman,  who  had  laboured  under  a  fuppreilion  of  urine 
eight  or  ten  days,  was  relieved  by  this  means. 
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holding  fuch  a  toad  in  the  hand  ;  yet  how 
it  fiiould  promote  fecretion,  he  was  at  a  lofs 
to  find  out,  if  it  be  only  worn  outwardly. 

This  gentleman  was  for  accounting  for 
every  thing  in  phyfick  from  mathematical 
reafoning,  and  was  therefore  unwilling  to 
own  his  ignorance  in  any  thing  3  elfe  I  pre¬ 
fume,  if  he  could  this  way  account  for  the 
flopping  of  the  haemorrhage,  which  he  owns 

V 

he  favr,  by  an.  inverfe  method  of  arguing 
he  might  as  well  account  for  the  water  of  a 
Dropfy  being  difcharged  by  this  application. 
But  both  thefe  cafes  feem  not  at  prefen t 
to  admit  of  any  folution,  at  leaf:  not  a  mathe¬ 
matical  one,  and  mu  ft  therefore  lye  among 
the  incognita,  which  are  left  for  pofteriiy 
to  d  1  (cover.  There  are  many  other  pheno¬ 
mena  in  phyfick,  which  will  admit  of  no 
folution  at  prefen t,  as  well  as  thefe  cures, 
which  have  been  wrought  by  the  application 
of  toads  to  the  hands,  loins,  and  neck,  if 
any  credit  is  to  be  given  to  hiftory. 

Vierus  and  Varignana  are  very  particular 
about  this  kind  of  application.  They  fay 
the  toad  fhould  be  found  in  the  woods,  and 
cut  through  the  middle  of  the  belly  2  that 
being  thus  tied  about  the  loins,  it  brings 
away  water  plentifully  by  urine ;  and  that 

a  frefh 
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a  frefh  toad  muft  be  applied  as  often  as  we 
would  have  this  evacuation  promoted.  But 
I  fear  I  have  already  faid  too  much  about  this 
loathfome  animal. 

P.  Foreftus  ( h )  has  a  peculiar  way  of 
fweating  his  patients  for  a  Dropfy,  by  heat¬ 
ing  bricks  very  hot,  pouring  white  wine  ^icks! 
upon  them,  and  then  applying  them  to  the 
whole  body,  from  the  fhoulders  to  the  feet 
gradually.  This  method,  Ifuppofehe  learnt 
from  our  countryman  John  de  Gadefden  (i )9 
who  advifes  nine  Hones  to  be  taken  out  of 
a  river,  to  be  heated  very  hot,  and  then 
wine  to  be  poured  upon  them,  and  fo  to  he 
put  into  a  bed  till  it  is  well  heated,  when 
the  patient  muft  be  put  into  it  and  fweat. 

Riverius  (/£)  fays,  he  cured  a  Hernia  aquofa 
in  a  child  of  eleven  months  old,  by  a  cata- 
plafm  of  bean-flower  j^fs.  boiled  in  ftronp- 
wine  to  a  due  confidence,  and  then  adding 

O 

oxymel  fimpl.  |jjj.  It  was  renewed  night 
and  morning,  and  the  cure  compleated  in 
eight  days. 

The  green  leaves  of  bardana,  bruifed  and 

changed  every  twelve  hours,  will  cure  drop- 

F  4  fical 

(h)  Obf.  32.  p.  247,  (2)  Rofa  Anglica,  p.  34,  1. 

(k)  Obf.  4.  Cent.  2, 
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fical  fwellings  and  eafe  gouty  pains*  accord-* 

ing  to  Etmuller. 

/ 

SECT.  II.  Of  Tapping. 

Some,  or  all  the  foregoing  medicines 
having  been  made  ufe  of  and  found  ineffec- 
tual ;  it  is  plain  the  water  mud  be  out  of 
the  vefleJs  of  circulation  :  fo  that  nothing 
more  can  be  done,  than  to  pafs  a  proper 
inftrument  into  the  body  or  collection  of 
water,  and  fo  difeharge  it.  In  an  Anafarca 
then  this  operation  can  be  of  no  fervice,  but 
may  fometimes  in  all  other. 

When  the  abdomen  was  filled  with  water* 
which  was  to  be  difeharged  by  an  inftrument* 
the  Greeks,  and  from  them  the  Romans* 
called  the  operation  paracenteiis*  or  punc¬ 
ture  (/)  :  this  we  call  tapping.  In  the  Hy¬ 
drops  peCtoris,  the  operation  goes  by  the 
fame  name  5  but  when  tfie  collection  of 
water  is  made  in  any  other  part  of  the 
body,  we  do  not  make  ufe  of  any  particular 
term,  the  water  being  let  out  by  incifion  or 
other  wife. 

E  pen  or*  Erafiftratus,  Theflalus,  and  feme 
other  of  the  antients*  would  not  allow  of  this 
operation  for  the  following  reafons  :  ift* 

They 

(/)  n^emnw-r,  from  xc-jtE  to  pierce,  and  xctrx  through. 
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They  (aid  the  peritonaeum  was  nervous,  and 
therefore  could  not  bear  wounding  without 

O 

great  danger :  2d,  Becaufe  the  organs  of 

refpiration'  might  be  wounded  by  this 
operation  :  3d,  Becaufe  many,  by  opening 
the  wound  after  tapping,  had  loft  their  lives : 
4th,  Becaufe  this  operation  only  gives  eafe 
to,  and  refpites  the  patient  for  feme  time, 
but  perfectly  recovers  none  :  rth,  Becaufe, 
according  to  Ptolemy  and  Brafiftratus,  it  is 
always  dellrudlive,  when  the  Dropfy  pro¬ 
ceeds  from  a  feirrhous  liver.  All  thefe  ob¬ 
jections  are  fully  anfwered  by  C.  Aurelia- 
nus  (m),  fo  that  I  fhall  only  fay,  that  al¬ 
though  there  is  feme  hazard  in  the  operation, 
yet  it  may  be  made  ufe  of;  fince  feme  have 
been  recovered  by  this  means,  and  many 
have  had  their  lives  prolonged  by  it  for 
many  years,  as  both  experience  and  hi  fiery 
often  t edify. 


In  thus  operation  the  antients  made  ufe  of  Them- 
a  fhart  knife  or  lancet,  with  two  ed^es,  ftn“ 
called  fpathomele  by  Hinoocrat.es,  This 
they  palled  into  ti  e  man;  or  bod.  of  water, 
and  then  putting  a  canola  of  Inc  .  or  lead 
into  tile  wound,  dreyv  off  hoc  v/a  ccc  The 
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j* 

frcchar  (whether  invented  by  Barbette  ( [n ) 
or  Blockius,  fignifies  but  little)  is  a  more 
convenient  inftrument.  This  is  now  fo 
common  it  needs  no  defcription.  The  edges 
of  this  inftrument  are  not  fo  (harp,  as  to 
endanger  the  wounding  the  inteftines,  or 
any  other  noble  part :  and  the  filver  canula 
being  introduced  along  with  it*  prevents  a 
deal  of  pain  to  the  patient*  being  left  behind 
in  the  body,  for  the  water  to  be  difcharged 
by,  C.  Cellos  tells  us,  that  many  opened 
the  abdomen  by  cautery,  rather  than  an  in¬ 
ftrument,  becaufe  thefe  kind  of  wounds  do 
not  heal  immediately  (0)  $  and  indeed,  where 
the  Dropfy  proceeds  from  hydatides,  this 
method  mu  ft  be  preferable  to  the  trochar  3 
a  larger  wound  being  here  required,  than 
can  be  made  by  that  inftrument. 

Hippocrates,  fEgineta  and  others  of  the 
antienls,  have  left  us  large  accounts  of  this 
operation.  They  are  very  exad  in  afligning 
the  place,  where  the  pundture  is  to  be  made, 

which 

(n)  See  Barbette,  p.  50.  (0)  For  this  reafon 

Fienus,  in  his  definition  of  the  paracentefis,  extends  the 
word  to  all  wounds  made  into  the  cavities  of  the  bread: 
•and  abdomen,  whether  they  be  done  by  a  fharp  or 
edged  inftrument  ;  or  by  the  cautery,  whether  actual  or 
potential. 
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which  tney  fay  muft  be  juft  three  fingers 
breadth  below  the  navel,  on  the  rieht-fide. 
if  the  liver  is  in  fault,  but  on  the  left,  if 
the  Dropfy  comes  from  the  fpleen.  C. 
Celfus  and  C.  Aurelianus  caution  us  much 
againft  opening  a  vein  in  this  operation  ;  but 
here  are  none  fo  large  as  to  endanger  the 
life  of  the  patient,  fliould  they  chance  to  be 
wounded.  When  this  operation  is  thought 
neceflary,  the  water  is  fuppofed  to  be  lodged 
either  in  the  duplicature  of  the  peritonaeum, 
or  elfe  within  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen ; 
fo  that  it  matters  not  on  which  fide  of  the 
linea  alba  we  make  the  wound,  or  whether 
it  ,be  made  fomewhat  higher,  or  fomewhat 
lower,  than  Paulus  advifes  5  for  a  rupture 
of  the  navel  has  fometimes  difcharged  all 
the  water  of  an  Afcites,  as  we  have  already 
obferved  (/>).  Many  authors  take  great  pains 
to  fhew  the  exad:  place,  where  this  pundlure 
is  to  be  made,  Fallopius  (y)  fays,  it  fhould 
be  done  in  the  mo  ft  flefhy  part,  becaufe  there 
the  wound  will  fooncft  heal  3  and  by  two 
lines,  one  drawn  through  the  other  wide  of 
the  navel,  delineates  the  place.  Mr.  Ga- 
rengeot(r)  gives  us  a  rule  very  different  from 

the 

/ 

(p)  P.  169.  ($)  Op.  p.  596.  (r)  Chirurg. 
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the  foregoing,  when  he  fays,  the  wound 
fhould  be  made  in  the  middle  between  the 
navel  and  fpine  of  the  os  ilium ;  which  fpinc 
being  of  a  confiderable  extent,  left  room  for 
error,  till  Mr.  Monro  (s)  correded  it,  by 
obferving  that,  in  a  found  hate,  a  point  four 
inches  below  and  to  either  fide  of  the  navel, 
is  the  middle  between  the  navel  and  the 
anterior  fpinal  procefs  of  the  os  ilium  5  and 
that  the  mufcuiar  parts  of  the  abdomen 
being  near  equally  dilended  in  an  Afcites, 
this  mul  be  the  exad  point  where  the  per¬ 
foration  ought  to  be  made.  This  corredion 
fuppofes  that,  in  a  found  late,  the  dilance 
from  the  navel  to  this  anterior  procefs  muff: 
be  the  fame  in  all  bodies,  which  we  know 
it  is  not ;  or  elfe,  that  the  exad  dilance  was 
known  in  a  healthy  late  in  the  perfon  to  be 
tapped ,  for  if  this  exad  dillance  was  not 
known  when  in  health,  the  operator  will, 
notwithlanding  this  rule,  be  liable  to  un« 
certainty. 

A  phyfician  of  my  acquaintance,  licking 
too  clofely  to  feme  of  the  foregoing  direc¬ 
tions,  caufed  a  gentlewoman,  wh'ofe  belly 
was  vally  dilended,  to  be  thrice  pierced 
with  the  trochar,  when  from  all  the  wounds 

they 

(d  Medical  E flays,  Edinb.  vol.  1.  p.216. 
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they  could  not  get  more  than  two  or  three 
fpoonfuls  of  blood  and  water  together.  Some 
time  after  I  was  called  to  vifit  her,  when  I 
found  her  much  difpirited  at  the  ill  luccefs 
of  the  operation,  the  largenefs  of  her  belly, 
and  the  apprehenfions  of  no  water  being  in 
it.  However  I  foon  fatisfied  her,  that  it 
was  water  which  occafioned  the  fwelling ; 
and  having  found  a  thin  place,  pretty  near 
the  navel  on  the  left-fide,  I  ordered  the 
gentleman  who  had  made  the  other  unfuc- 
cefsful  attempt  to  pafs  in  his  inftrument, 
ana  from  thence  was  difcharged  fo  me  what 
more  than  eight  gallons  of  water. 

Sam.  Formius,  an  old  experienced  fur-  At  the 
geon  of  Montpelier,  having  communicated 
to  Riverius  the  cafe  of  a  oerlon  who  beinp' 

•  o 

in  an  Afcites  had  an  exomphalos  or  promi¬ 
nence  of  the  navel,  and  was  cured  by  a  para- 
centefis,  or  punfture  made  in  that  part, 
makes  this  ufeful  remark  upon  the  matter  : 

All  die,  fays  he,  whofe  navel  is  opened  for 
an  Afcites,  unlefs  nature  points  out  the  part 
by  an  exomphalos.  This  prominence  may 
be  procured  by  art ;  for  dry  cupping,  emolli¬ 
ent  and  attractive  fomentations  being  applied 

to 
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to  the  part,  will  caufe  it  to  rife  and  be  fit 
for  the  operation  in  eight  days  (/). 

Whenever  a  lymphaduft  is  broken,  the 
water  which  fhould  circulate  through  it 
muftbe  depofited  upon  the  part  to  which  it 
belongs,  and  mud  hourly  increafe  till  the 
extravafated  matter  can  be  difcharged,  and 
the  mouth  of  the  leaky  veffel  flopped.  From 
hence  it  follows,  that  as  foon  as  there  is  the. 
leaft  quantity  of  lymph  lodged  on  any  part, 
out  of  the  laws  of  circulation,  we  ought  to 
difcharge  it  immediately.  It  is  a  very  dif¬ 
ficult  matter  to  diftinguifh,  either  by  the 
touch  or  otherwife,  whether  the  lymph  a- 
duds  are  broken,  or  only  diftended ; 
fcnd  upon  this  account,  I  prefume  dropficai 
people  fo  often  delay  making  ufe  of  this 
operation,  till  that  which  alone  could  have 
given  them  relief,  ferves  only  to  hurry  them 
to  the  grave.  Where  there  is  but  one  drop 
of  matter  formed,  every  furgeon  endeavours 
to  difcharge  it  immediately  ;  and  Aral!  not  a 
phyfician  give  the  fame  advice,  when  he 
finds  the  lymph  extravafated,  and  too  iizy  to 
pafs  off  by  the  common  ernun dories  ?  This, 
as  well  as  pus,  will  daily  increafe  in  quantity^ 

will 

(0  River.  Op.  Med.  p.  571.  obf.  5.  See  this  point 
treated  of  more  at  large  by  T.  Fienus,  trad.  6.  c.  3. 
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will  in  time  become  corrofive,  and  deftroy 
the  vifcera  which  lie  near  it 3  will  take  away 
the  appetite,  prevent  deep,  weaken  the 
whole  body,  and  bring  it  to  dedrudtion. 
Thefe  things  then,  being  rightly  confidered, 
fhew  us  how  carefully  we  ought  to  follow 
this  precept  of  the  divine  (u)  Hippocrates, 
Tap  early  for  a  Dropsy. 

As  to  the  podure  of  the  patient,  he  (hould 
according  to  Paulus  be  either  fitting  or  {land¬ 
ing  3  for  where  a  perfon  is  fo  weak  as  not  to 
bear  one  of  thefe  pofitions  of  his  body,  this 
operation  fhould  not  be  attempted. 

The  water  or  matter  which  occafions  an 
Afcites,  and  is  now  to  be  difcharged,  is 
of  different  colours,  fmells,  tafte,  confid¬ 
ences  (•%•),  &c.  Some  phyficians  have  pre¬ 
tended  to  foretel  by  the  urine,  fkin,  or  part 
affedled,  what  fort  of  liquid  is  contained  in 
the  abdomen  3  but  there  is  not  the  lead  cer¬ 
tainty  in  thefe  fort  of  conjectures. 

Mod  of  the  •  antients,  and  many  of  the 
moderns,  advife  the  water  in  an  Afcites  to 
be  drawn  off  at  feveral  times  3  and  Paulus 
fays,  the  ftrength  of  the  patient,  together 
with  his  pulfe,  are  the  only  guides  to  direCt 

us 

(«)  De  Morb,  vulgar,  lib,  6.  (x)  See  Obf.  10, 

chap.  3, 
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us  how  much  ought  to  be  taken  away  at  one 
time.  Hippocrates  (y)y  and  from  him  Cb 
Celfus  (  z ),  allures  us,  that  thole  who  labour 
under  an  Empyema  or  Dropfy,  if  they  be 
cut  or  burnt,  and  the  matter  or  water  be 
all  taken  away  at  once,  die  certainly.  A. 
Pitcairn  (a)  fays,  if  the  water  was  to  be 
drawn  off  all  at  a  time,  the  patient  muff  die 
immediately,  from  a  fudden  falling  of  the 
diaphragm,  and  the  vifeera  annexed  thereto, 
which  before  were  held  up  by  the  water. 
Wifeman  will  have  it,  that  nothing  is  more 
pernicious  to  the  patient,  than  great  evacua¬ 
tions,  though  of  excrementitious  humour  $ 
and  therefore  will  by  no  means  allow  the 
water  to  be  taken  away  all  at  once.  C. 
Celfus  {!?)  fays,  that  fome  draw  off  the 
water  at  twice  ;  for  by  putting  the  canula 
into  the  wound  the  next  day  after  the  opera¬ 
tion,  they  difeharge  the  remainder  of  the 
water.  Boerhaave  (c)  will  not  allow  us  to 
take  away  the  water  under  fifteen  days. 
Tliouvenot,  as  quoted  by  Strother  (V),  ufed 
to  take  away  from  flrong  bodies  feven,  ten, 
or  twenty  pound  of  water  at  a  time,  and 

not 

(y)  Aph.  27.  lib.  6.  (z)  Lib.  2.  cap.  8. 

( a )  Elem.  ofPhyf.  p.  2S7.  {b)  Op.  p.  451,  452. 

(t)  Aphor.  1240.  (d)  Pharmac.  p.  196, 
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not  more  than  five,  fix,  or  ten  from  weak 
ones;  and  thus  within  three  or  four  days  he 
took  it  all  away.  If  it  increafed  again  he 
ufed  the  fame  method,  and  in  the  mean 
time  he  gave  mild  diuretics,  gentle  cathar¬ 
tics*  and  injoined  moderate  exercife.  C. 

•  „ 

Aurelianus  is  the  firft,  who  advifes  us  to  At  once, 
take  away  all  the  water  at  once,  unlefs 
fomething  happens  to  prevent  it.  Dr. 

Mead  (e)  has  lately  revived  this  pradice, 
which  in  England  is  now  generally  ufed, 
and  fee  ms  preferable  to  the  other  method* 
for  thefe  reafons  following  :  i  ft,  When  the 
water  is  drawn  off  at  fever al  times,  either  a 
canula  muft  be  left  in  the  body,  or  a  frefh 
wound  muft  be  made  every  time  we  renew 
the  operation.  By  the  former  of  thefe  ways 
the  parts  are  fome times  injured,  great  pain 
and  inflammation  is  often  occafioned,  and 

■t  * 

now  and  then  a  mortification  enfues.  The 
making  a  great  number  of  frefh  wounds  in 
this  part  of  the  body,  muft  not  only  be 
troublefome  but  dangerous.  2d,  No  extra- 
vafated  fluid,  in  whatever  part  it  is  lodged, 
can  ,ever  be  fuppofed  to  be  neceflary  to  life* 

The  fooner  therefore  and  quicker  the  water 
of  an  Aicites  is  difeharged,  the  better  it  muft 

X  be 

(e)  Medical  ElTays  of  Edinb.  vol.  1,  p.  217. 
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be  for  the  patient.  3d,  When  the  water  is 
taken  away  at  feverai  times,  no  bandage  can 
be  of  any  fervice.  Every  furgeon  well  knows, 
that  this  is  more  neceffary  than  medicines, 
in  bringing  the  divided  fibres  together, 
clofing  the  mouths  of  the  broken  veffels, 
and  fo  preventing  a  flux  of  humours  upon 
any  wounded  part  of  the  body.  Bandage 
therefore  mu  ft  be  as  neceffary  in  this  cafe, 
when  the  water  is  once  difcharged,  as  in 
any  other  where  matter  has  been  lodged. 
Mr.  Littre  fays,  as  it  contributes  to  a  quick 
reunion  of  the  parts  it  is  abfolutely  neceffary  ; 
and  C.  Aurelianus  is  pofitive,  that  it  hinders 
the  belly  from  fwelling  again.  4th,  C.  Aure¬ 
lianus  orders  us,  when  we  take  away  all  the 
water  at  once,  to  comprefs  the  belly  with 
our  hands $  to  apply  lint  and  a  fpunge  to 
the  wound,  and  to  roll  up  the  belly  with 
a  fafciola  or  narrow  roller.  By  this  means 
the  fyncope,  faintings,  and  ficknefs  occa- 
fioned  by  the  fudden  removal  of  the  preffure 
of  the  abdominal  mufcles,  are  prevented  ; 
which  are  the  only  things  to  be  feared  in 
this  cafe.  A  profeffor  {f)  of  anatomy  at 
Edinburgh,  has  publifhed  an  account  of  a 
bandage  with  ftraps  and  buckles  to  be  ufed 

inftead 

[f)  Med.ElTays,  vol.  1.  p.  214. 
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inftead  of  rollers,  which  I  have  often 
thought,  before  I  faw  this  treatife,  would 
be  of  great  advantage  to  the  afflided  during 
this  operation.  Dr.  Pitcairn,  and  the  other 
gentlemen  who  affure  us  the  patient  muft 
die  under  this  operation,  from  a  fudden  fall¬ 
ing  of  the  diaphragm,  did  not  confider  how 
eafily  this  might  be  prevented.  If  the  reader 
is  not  fatisfied  with  what  is  here  offered,  he 
may  confult  Dr.  Friend’s  fecond  volume  of 
the  Hifiory  of  Phyfick,  where  he  will  find 
this  topick  handled  more  at  large. 

Thofe  perfons  only,  whofe  vifcera  are  ^.ht°h** 
found,  are  fit  to  undergo  this  operation ;  operation, 
for  where  they  are  corrupted,  the  patient  by 
this  means  is  hurried  to  deftru&ion.  C. 

Celfus  (g)  tells  us,  that  thofe  whofe  ftomach 
is  deftroyed,  fall  into  a  Dropfy  from  me¬ 
lancholy,  or  have  an  ill  habit  of  body,  are 
not  fit  to  undergo  the  paracentefis.  Boer- 
haave  (6)  will  not  allow  of  this  operation, 
under  any  other  conditions  than  thefe  follow¬ 
ing:  i  ft.  The  Dropfy  muft  not  have  been 
long  in  coming  :  2d,  The  ftrength  muft  not 
be  impaired  :  3d,  The  body  muft  be  young  : 

4th,  The  vifcera  muft  be  found,  and  not 
injured  by  any  other  difeafe :  5th,  The 

X  2  water 


{h)  Aphor.  1239,  1241. 


te)  Op.  p.  166. 
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water  muft  not  be  putrid,  nor  long  extrav'a- 
fated.  Children  are  feldom  tapped  without 
danger ;  and  Galen  fays,  he  never  faw  but 
one  who  efcaped ;  fo  that  Albucafis  excludes 
all  thole  of  fuch  a  tender  age  from  this  opera¬ 
tion.  The  like  obfervation  holds  good,  when 
the  veffds  are  weak,  or  the  blood  in  a  very 
languid  ftate*  let  the  caufe  be  what  it  will, 
as  in  the  cafe  of  thofe,  who  are  worn  out 
with  ficknefs  or  old  age. 

r  ■  .  *  '  -■ 

There  are  feveral  forts  of  Dropfies,  or 
there  are  collections  of  water  in  feveral  parts 
of  the  body,  where  the  paracentefis  is  of 
great  fervice,  or  which  ought  to  be  dis¬ 
charged  by  pundture,  incifion  or  cautery. 
When  the  liquid  is  contained  in  feveral 
veficuls,  or  the  tubs  Fallopian  2?  y  a  large 
wound  muft  be  made,  if  we  expeCt  to  do 
any  fervice.  If  the  water  is  contained  in  the 
duplicature  of  the  peri  ton  seum,  the  paracen¬ 
tefis,  if  applied  foori  enough,  is  more  likely 
to  give  relief,  than  in  any  other  kind  of 
Dropfy,  becaufe  the  bowels  are  not  here 
corrupted  by  lying  in  the  extravafated  ferum. 
Mr.  Cheielde'n  (/)  however  is  of  opinion, 
that  of  all  thofe  he  had  diffeCted  ill  this  cafe, 
none  .could have  been  cured  by  this  opera¬ 
tion  ; 


(/)  Anatom,  p.  140. 


lion  ;  becaufe  the  water  had  made  the  parts 
where  it  was  contained  as  foul  as  an  ulcer. 

Now  if  any  of  thefe  could  have  been  cured 
by  the  paracentefts,  it  mud:  have  been  ufed 
before  the  water  had  occafioned  this  cor- 

\ 

ruption  of  the  parts,  as  I  have  before  de¬ 
mon  drated. 

In  an  Hydrocephalus,  if  the  water  lies  ‘T 

J  l  J  Hydroce- 

within  the  fkull,  Albucafis  thought  it  not  phalus  or 

i  «  • iiCfid. 

proper  to  make  an  incihon,  or  attempt  to 
let  it  out  ( k ) ;  and  Fabr.  Hildanus  fays,  this 
operation  in  this  cafe  is  immediate  death  : 
if  it  lies  between  the  hairy  fcalp  and  peri¬ 
cranium,  it  mud  be  let  out  by  incifion  or 
cautery.  Cures  made  this  way  may  be  feen 

in  Wifeman’s  Treatife  of  Surgery,  and  other 

•  \ 

authors  of  that  kind. 

When  we  are  a  flu  red  there  is  a  cohesion 
of  extravafated  lymph  in  the  cavity  of  the 
bread,  medicines  of  any  kind  can  do  no  breaa. 
fervice.  ;In  this  cafe  It  is  bed  to  apply  a  cau¬ 
tery,  and  draw  out  the  matter  as  in  an  Em¬ 
pyema.  Hippocrates  (/)  directs  us,  when 
there  is  a  tumour  on  the  ou  tilde  of  the 
bread,  as  there  fometimes  is,  to  cut  between 
the  ribs,  and  cure  it:  if  there  is  none  ex- 

X  3  tern  ally, 

(k)  Dr.  Friend’s  Hifk  of  Phyf.  vol.  2.  p.  706. 

'  S  L  xS 

(/J  De  Morbis,  lib.  2.  p.  483. 
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ternally,  he  fays  we  rnuft  proceed  as  in  an 
Empyema.  Some  open  the  bread:  in  this  cafe 
by  a  trepan  fixed  upon  the  fternum ;  others 
make  an  incifion  betwixt  the  fourth  and  fifth 
ribs,  reckoning  from  the  baftard  ribs  up¬ 
wards.  They  meafure  the  length  from  the 
cartilago  enfiformis  to  the  pofterior  proceffes 
of  the  ipine,  and  divide  it  into  three  parts. 
One  of  thefe  they  lay  from  the  aforefaid  pro- 
cefs,  or  two  from  the  fternum,  and  there 
make  incifion  ( tn ).  It  is  better  to  make  this 
wound  fix  fingers  breadth  from  the  procefs 
aforefaid,  which  may  be  done  by  incifion, 
aftual  or  potential  cautery.  A  canula  muft 
be  introduced,  and  two,  three,  or  four  ounces 
of  water  drawn  off  every  day.  This  wound 
muft  be  made  bigger  or  lefs,  according  to 
the  thicknefs  of  the  matter  contained  in  the 
breaft  («). 

According  to  Hippocrates,  Guido,  Am. 
Lufitanus,  &c.  this  aperture  muft  be  made 
between  the  third  and  fourth  ribs,  beginning 
to  reckon  from  the  lowermoft  :  Fienus,  Ri- 
verius,  &c.  fay,  it  muft  be  betwixt  the 
fourth  and  fifth  j  and  P.  rEgineta,  Vidus 
Vidius,  Sennertus,  Barbette,  &c,  moft  ap¬ 
prove 

(,„)  Aft.  Med.  Hafnienf.  vol.  i.  («)  A.  Nuck 

Exper.  Chirurg.  No.  31.  p.  106. 
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prove  of  it  betwixt  the  fifth  and  fixth.  Some  The  fif£h 

r  ‘  n  and  ^lxth* 

lay  it  mould  be  made  between  the  eighth  The 
and  ninth,  and  others  between  the  ninth  “£^han<1 
and  tenth,  at  fuch  diftance  from  the  vertebra.  The  ninth 

1  1  r  and  tenth* 

that  the  depth  or  the  rlern  may  not  be  an 
impediment  to  the  operation  ;  but  Mr.  Sharp 
approves  of  it  beft  between  the  fixth  and 
feven  th,  half  way  from  the  fternum  towards 
the  fpine,  for  reafons  there  mentioned. 

From  this  uncertainty  among  thefe  great 
men,  I  think  we  may  reafonably  conclude, 
that  any  of  thefe  places  will  fervp  our  turn 
well  enough :  that  if  nature  points  out  any  ' 
of  thefe  places  by  an  external  tumour,  as  fhe 
does  fometimes,  we  ought  there  to  perform 
the  operation  :  and  laftly,  that  if  we  take 
care  not  to  injure  the  diaphragm,  by  making 
the  wound  too  low ;  or  the  lungs  and  peri¬ 
cardium,  by  making  it  too  high  $  or  the  in- 
intercoftal  artery,  by  making  it  too  near  the 
ribs ;  we  may  in  any  of  thefe  places  fucceed 
in  the  operation. 

Hippocrates  (0),  for  fear  of  cutting  the  The  ribs 
veins  that  run  along  the  edge  of  the  ribs,  pierced, 
adviles  us  not  to  make  a  wound  betwixt 
them,  but  rather  to  perforate  the  body  of 
the  third  rib  itfelf.  This  precept  Fienus 

X  4  approves 

{0)  Lib.  1.  de  Affect,  intern. 
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approves  of  in  Dropfies,  but  is  of  opinion* 
fince  the  hole  can  he  but  fmall,  that  it  will 
not  fomerimes  be  fufficient  to  difcharge  the 
matter  of  an  Empyema. 

When  there  is  a  collection  of  water  in  the 
fcrotum,  tefticles,  or  indeed  in  any  other 
part  of  the  body,  all  good  furgeons  advife  it 
to  be  let  out  as  boon  as  poffihle.  This  mult 
be  done  by  puncture,  incifion,  cautery,  feton, 
&c.  Inftances  of  this  kind  of  operation,  are 
fo  common  in  treatifes  of  furgery,  that  I  (hall 
fay  no,  more  of  it  in  this  place  fpj . 

After  the  paracentefis  has  been  performed, 
the  fir  ft  day  food  is  not  neceffary,  unlefs  the 
patient  be  fainty.  Afterwards  he  iliould  drink 
flroog  wdne,  but  not  much  ;  and  by  degrees 
fhould  be  brought  to  exercife,  rubbing,  the 
fun,  fweating,  fatigue,  and  proper  food, 
till  he  is  perfectly  recovered.  Warm  bath¬ 
ing,  often  vomiting  upon  an  empty  fromach, 

and  fwitrirning  in  the  fea  in  the  fummer- 
* 

time,  are  agreeable ;  and  after  a  recovery, 
the  patient  iliould  abhain  a  long  time  from 
venery  (y). 

SEC  T. 

(p)  Fabr.  Hildarj.  Obf.  65,  £>6,  67,  68.  Cent.  4 
podonaei,  Obf.  39,  40,  (g)  C.  Celfus^ 

Op.  Med.  p.  i66f 
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SECT.  III.  Of  irregular  P  raft  ice. 

v 

I  have  already  obferved  how  medicines  EmF*irica3 

cures. 

were  at  nrlt  found  out,  and  confequently 
by  what  means  pjiyfic  was  at  length  reduced 
to  the  rules  of  art.  Where  authors  treat  of 
the  cure  of  difeafes  by  a  regular  method  or 
.way  of  practice,  every  thing  which  does  not 
fall  in  with  their  particular  fcheme  is  branded 
with  the  name  of  empiricifm  though  fome- 
times  perhaps  founded  upon  as  good  reafon 
and  obfervation,  as  the  dodrine  they  fo  ear¬ 
ned!  y  endeavour  to  eftabliffi.  A  violent  dis¬ 
temper,  doubtlefs  requires  a  violent  remedy. 

Books  (the  more  the  pity)  are  not  always  to 
be  believed.  He  that  ibmetimes  heps  a  little 
^out  of  the  common  road  of  praflice,  will  fre¬ 
quently  be  more  ferviceable  to  the  aff! idled, 
than  he,  who  .  trufts  altogether  to  the  «.w^ 
hu  of  the  mod  celebrated  author.  For  this 
reafon  I  fliall  here  give  a  few  different  me¬ 
thods  of  practice,  which  go  under  the  name 
of  empirical ;  but  as  they  have  once  been 
ferviceable,  who  knows  but  in  defperate  cafes 
they  may  give  relief  again  ? 

A  bold  and  ignorant  empiric  cured  drop- 
fical  fvvelhngs  in  the  legs,  after  the  follow¬ 
ing 


s 
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ing  manner  :  Firft,  He  fomented  the  fhins 
night  and  morning  with  a  deeodion  of  elder, 
wormwood,  camomile,  &c.  in  the  lees  of 
wine ;  then  he  laid  on  a  cataplafm  of  the 
fame  ingredients  mixed  with  bran.  After 
he  had  done  fo  for  three  days,  he  covered 
both  the  fhins  and  feet  with  a  plafter  of 
Burgundy  pitch  all  over,  except  a  fmall  hole 
upon  each  fhin  about  the  compafs  of  a  hazel¬ 
nut,  where  he  applied  an  eicharotic  made 
of  the  allies  of  the  bark  of  the  afh-tree. 
After  twelve  hours  this  was  removed,  when 
the  water  began  to  come  out.  The  difcharge 
was  at  firft  but  little,  increaied  daily,  and 
at  laft,  when  the  efchar  dropt  off,  the  water 
ran  as  out  of  a  fpring,  till  it  was  entirely 
difcharged  (r). 

A  furgeon,  of  good  reputation  and  prac¬ 
tice,  has  frequently  taken  down  aedematous 
or  dropfical  fwellings  of  the  legs  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  manner  :  He  boils  three  balls  made 
of  fern- allies  in  a  gallon  of  water,  fo  as  to 
make  a  ftrong  lye ;  then  he  difiolves  in  it  an 
ounce  of  the  balfamum  faponaceum,  made 
of  fait  of  tartar  and  oil  of  turpentine. 
With  this  liquor  he  wets  a  quantity  of  bran, 
fufficient  to  cover  the  whole  legs ;  and  fo  lets 

the 


( r)  Willis  de  Anafarca,  p.  325. 
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the  legs  lie  in  it  till  the  ferum  oozes  through 
the  fkin,  which  it  will  fometimes  do  in  great 
quantities. 

A  phvfician  of  great  note  fometimes  di¬ 
rects  a  decodlion  of  fageand  elder-flowers  to 
be  made ;  then  a  certain  quantity  of  hard 
foap  to  be  diflolved  in  it,  viz.  an  ounce  or 
two  to  a  quart,  and  the  fwelled  legs  to  be 
fomented  with  this  liquor  night  and  morn¬ 
ing.  Then  he  takes  cabbage-leaves,  cuts 
off  the  large  Items,  rolls  them  fmooth  with 
a  rolling-pin,  flews  them  with  fmooth  ale 
in  a  ftew-pan  over  a  gentle  fire,  till  they  are 
foft,  and  after  fomenting  covers  the  legs 
with  them,  and  fo  rolls  them  up.  In  three 
or  four  days,  he  fays,  the  humour  will  begin 
to  drain  away ;  but  upon  trial,  I  have  fome¬ 
times  known  the  leaves  become  dry  and  brit¬ 
tle,  and  forepell  the  humour  as  to  endanger 
fuffocation. 

The  longs  of  an  ox,  flit  and  applied 
hot  to  the  foies  of  the  feet,  has  caufed  a 
drain  fometimes,  and  fo  taken  down  thefe 
kind  of  fwellings,  as  I  have  been  informed 
by  a  perfon  of  credit. 

A  certain  empiric  thus  cured  an  Hy¬ 
dropic  perfon,  who  had  both  an  Afcites, 
and  Anafarca.  He  took  wormwood,  rue. 
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fage,  and  lavender,  of  each  five  handfuls, 
and  boiled  them  in  fome  gallons  of  fpring- 
water,  adding  as  much  common  fait  as 
Would  make  it  like  brine  or  pickle.  In  this 
was  boiled  a  thick,  ftrong  cloth,  wherein 
the  patient  was  wrapt  entirely  all  but  his 
head.  He  was  then  put  to  bed,  and  order¬ 
ed  to  fweat  five  or  fix  hours,  or  until  the 
fpitde  flowed  out  of  his  mouth  like  the  'brine 
itfelf.  He  was  then  taken  out  of  the  cloth, 
and  put  into  another  hot  bed,  where  he 
again  fweat  for  three  or  four  hours.  In  the 
mean  time  he  drank  plentifully  of  Spanish 
wine;,  and  at  the  fecond  adminiftration,  they 
added  to  the  deception  a  large  quantity  of 
cow-dung  fsj. 

The  prior  of  Cabrieres,  who  in  the  laft 
century  made  a  large  collection  of  rarities  and 
gave  them  to  the  king  of  France,  among 
his  fecrets  in  phyfick  has  the-  following 
method,  by  which  he  pretends  to  cure  all 
forts  of  Drop  lies.  Take  filings  of  fteel  and 
fpiritsof  vitriol  a  certain  quantity,  and  make 
into  a  powder  (tj.  Of  this  the  patient 
mufl  take  fix  grains  every  day.  A  final! 

'  •  '  •  glafs 

(s)  A,  Pitcairn’s  Elements  of  Phylicjc,  p.  285. 

( t)  Biblioth.  Anatom.  vol.  p.  .  but  die  quan¬ 
tities  of  the  ftmples  are  not  here  mentioned. 
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glafs  of  a  decodion  of  fmallage  in  claret, 
with  a  fmall  quantity  of  fena  and  chryftal 
mineral,  muft  alfo  be  taken  in  a  morning. 
The  decodion  and  powder  muft  be  ufed 
alternately,  and  he  recommends  the  drop¬ 
ping  of  fpirit  of  fait  into  the  decodion. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP-  IX. 


How  to  prevent  the  return  of  a 


HAVING  now  gone  through  all  the 
poffible  ways,  whereby  the  water  of 
a  Dropfy  may  be  difcharged,  I  come  next 
to  fpeak  of  the  fecond  indication  of  its  cure* 
viz.  how  to  prevent  its  returning  again. 

In  all  manner  of  difeafes,  relapfes  are 
dangerous  $  but  if  a  Dropfy  returns,  when 
it  has  been  once  cured,  if  we  may  believe 
Hippocrates  ( u)>  there  can  be  no  hopes. 

Many  perfons,  it  is  true,  have  been  cured 
of  Dropfies  by  evacuation  only,  as  may 
be  feen  in  feveral  hiftories  related  in  this 
treatifej  but  for  want  of  regularity,  and  a 
courfe  of  proper  medicines,  though  the 
water  has  been  carried  off,  and  the  patient 
has  been  thought  out  of  danger,  yet  the 
diforder  has  returned,  and  in  a  fhort  time 
convinced  the  fick  man  of  his  folly,  in  not 
complying  with  his  phyilcian’s  rules.  It  is 


therefore 


(n)  Coac.  Frasnot.  feel.  2.  £>.  19 r< 
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therefore  doubtlefs  extremely  neceflfary,  for 
fear  of  fuch  accidents,  to  give  either  while 
we  make  evacuation,  or  immediately  after, 
fuch  alterative  medicines,  as  may  help  to 
reftore  the  tone  of  the  weakened  folids, 
may  heal  the  breach  of  the  lymphatics, 
invigorate  the  blood,  remove  obftrudtions 
and  vifcidities ;  and,  in  fhort,  may  bring  the 
body  to  a  found  and  healthful  ftate  again. 

A  right  ufe  of  the  non-naturals,  as  they 
are  called,  is  of  the  utmoft  fervice  in  all 
chronical  diforders  ;  and  therefore,  in  the 
Dropfy,  temperance  as  we  have  already 
obferved  (at),  is  abfolutely  neceflary,  let  the 
caufe  be  what  it  will.  Reft,  thirft,  and 
fading,  according  to  Celfus,  eafily  cure  a 
Dropfy  at  the  beginning ;  and  the  fame 
author  fays,  that  walking  much,  running, 
fridtions,  and  fweating,  are  advifeable  in 
every  kind  of  this  diftemper.  We  have  alfo 
made  it  appear,  in  the  place  above  quoted, 
how  careful  we  ought  to  be  in  obferving 
the  proper  times  for  fleeping  and  waking, 
as  alfo  for  changing  the  eredt  and  horizontal 
pofition  of  our  bodies. 

Dr. 


By  a  right 
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non-na¬ 
turals. 

Tempe¬ 

rance. 


(x)  P.  126, 
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Dr.  Willis  obferyes,  that  thofe  people 
who  live  in  fenny  places,  and  upon  the 
coafi,  are  fubj.edt  to  Dropiies,  from  the  air 
being  too  much  loaded  with  noxious  va¬ 
pours  ;  and  alfo  that  they  are  eaiily  cured 
without  medicines,  by  only  removing  into 
a  hilly,  country,  and  into  fuch  places  as  are 
more  open  to  the  fun.  Dr.  Barry,  in  his. 
Treatife  of  Confumptions,  allures  us,  that  it 
is  evident,  from  obfervations  made  on  hy- 
dropical  perfons,  that  they  receive  frequent¬ 
ly  a  confiderable  addition  to  their  weight  in 
a  moift  air,  from  the  water  imbibed  through 
the  pores  of  the  fkin.  Now,  if  thefe  gentle¬ 
mens  obfervations  are  true,  we  need  nothing 
more  to  fhew  us,  iiow  careful  we  ought  to 
be  in  chafing  a  dry,  light  air,  for  all  fuch  as 


OTA 

CiA  v 


fubjedt  to  dropiical  diforders. 


In  the  beginning  of  all  kinds  of  Dropiies, 
while  -the  load  of  water  is  not  too  great,  nor 
the  veffels  too  much  did: ended,  exercife  of 
all  forts  will  be  found  as  ferviceable  in 
this,  as  in  other  chronical  difeafes.  Hippo¬ 
crates  fy )  fays,  that  dropiical  perfons  fhould 
labour  till  they  fweat  ;  from  whence  PL 
Mercurialis  (z)  is  of  opinion,  thatTheodorus 

Prifcianu 


( y  )  Lib.  5.  Ep’dem-i 


/(%}  DeArte  Gymnafb 


p. 


a  1 6. 
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lYifcianUs  drew  this  conclufion,  that  drop- 
fical  perfons  may  probably  be  cured  by  con- 
ftant  labour,  and  the  continual  shocks  which 
proceed  from  exercife.  C.  Aurelianus,  after 
tapping*  advifes  to  go  to  fea  ;  and  if  this  does 
not  do,  then  to  take  hellebore  :  and  Celfus 
fays,  that  when  the  water  is  drawn  off  by 
Wounds  in  the  legs*  the  body  fhould  be 
fhaked  by  geftation  ;  and  that  then,  exercife 
and  food  fhould  be  increafed  till  the  recovery 
is  compleated.  The  antients  had  fo  great 
an  opinion  of  all  kinds  of  exercife,  that  Hip¬ 
pocrates  / aj  declares,  no  man  that  eats  can. 
be  in  health  unlefs  belabours.  In  this  dif- 
temper  you  will  find  them  recommending 
wreftling,  vociferation,  going  to  fea,  being 
carried  on  men's  ihoulders,  in  a  coach,  on 
horfeback,  &c.  as  may  be  Teen  in  that  ele¬ 
gant  Treatife  of  Mercurials  above  quoted. 

The  food  of  dropfical  perfons  fhould  be  Biet 
of  a  middle  fort,  not  too  hard  of  digeflion 
according  to  C.  Celfus.  Dr.  Strother  ( h)> 
in  his  Effay  of  Health,  very  juflly  obferves, 
that  the  diet  fhould  be  different,  in  this  as 
well  as  other  diforders,  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  difcemper.  If  the  blood  be 

Y  too 

(tf)  De  Diset.  lib.  i.  Aphor,  5.  ( h )  P.67,  See. 
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too  thick;  the  food  fhould  be  attenuating* 
diluting,  &c.  but  if  it  is  too  thin,  it  fhould 
then  be  more  drying,  abforbing,  &c.  Ah 
Trallian  is  very  particular  about  the  diet  of 
dropfical  perfons,  and  the  way  of  treating 
fueh  when  in  a  fever. 

Drink,  The  drmk  in  a  Dropfy  muff  only  be  Dif¬ 
fident  to  prefer ve  life,  and  that  fuch  as  w  ill 
eafily  pafs  off  by  urine.  Dr.  Sydenham, 
who  fuppofed  all  Dropfies  were  owing  to 
the  blood’s  being  too  thin,  ftridtly  forbids 
Strong  ail  fmall  liquors  in  this  difeafe,  and  allows 
1  1  °  S"  of  nothing  but  wine  or  ftrong  ale,  after  the 
patient  has  been  purged.  Small  and  cooling 
liquors,  continues  he  fc),  though  they  are 
agreeable  to  the  palate,  only  breed  phlegm, 
and  add  to  the  mafs  of  water  :  on  the  other 
hand,  ftrong  liquors,  fo  they  are  not  diftilled 
fpirits,  fo  much  promote  health,  that  by 
them  alone,  it  has  fometimes,  when  loft, 
been  recovered.  The  Arabians,  I  own,  ftri&> 
ly  forbid  fmall  liquors  in  a  Dropfy ;  and 
Avicenna  (d)  would  not  let  a  dropfical  per¬ 
son  fo  much  as  fee  water  :  yet,  notwith- 
ftanding  what  is  here  laid,  fpring-water, 
and  other  fmall  liquors,  are  many  times 

more 

(d  Op.  p.  467.  (A  River,  Med.  Prax. 
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iTi'ofe  ferviceable  in  a  Dropfy,  than  ftrong 
ones ;  they  more  eafily  pafs  off  by  urine  * 
and,  where  the  didemper  proceeds  from 
drinking  hot  fpirituous  liquors,  mutt  be  the 
moil  adviieable.  If  a  Dropfy  proceeds  from 
a  hot  intemperies  of  the  liver,  it  may  be 
cured  by  drinking  fpring-water,  fays  J. 
Foreftus  (e).  Fernelius  afftires  us,  that 
where  the  age  is  not  too  great,  and  the 
ftomach  good,  he  would  choofe  to  give 
fp ring- water,  rather  than  wine,  in  a  Dropfy  ; 
for  he  (Jr)  fays,  it  more  readily  takes  away 
the  caufe  of  third,  and  does  not  anv  more 

J 

than  wine  increafe  the  watery  humours. 
After  the  water  of  an  Afcites  has  been  drawn 
off  by  wounds  in  the  legs,  for  two  or  three 

days  the  patient,  according  to  Celfus,  fhould 
drink  water  and  fweet  wine  interchangeably. 
The  ufe  of  cold  water  is  commonly  forbid 
in  a  Dropfy,  yet  the  Spaw  is  famous  for 
curing  that  didemper,  many  perfons  being 
yearly  recovered  by  it,  when  drank  upon 
the  fpot  j  and,  in  London,  fpaW-water,  fays 
Sir  Richard  Blackmore  (g),  cured  an  Ana- 
farca,  when  all  other  medicines  had  proved 
ineffectual.  The  patient  began  with  half  a 

Y  2  pint 

( e )  Obf,  27.  p.  238.  (f)  Confil,  p.  1 107. 

(g)  On  the  Dropfy,  p.  47,  Sec. 
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V 

pint  in  a  day,  and  by  degrees  increafed  the 
dofe,  till  he  came  to  a  whole  fiafk.  I  know 

-s  C 

a  perfon,  fays  Mr.  Boyle  (i>),  of  great  quality, 
who  in  a  cafe  complicated  with  a  Dropfy  to  a 
great  degree,  being  thought  incurable  by  her 
phyiician,  furprifmgly  recovered  by  drink-1- 
ing  the  waters  of  Tunbridge.  Whether  the 
waters  of  Bath  or  Briftol  are  more  judicioully 
preferibed  in  this  diforder,  may  be  doubted 
by  fome  perfons ;  but  Dr.  Winter,  thus  ab- 
folutely  (yj  puts  an  end  to  the  difpute.  If  a 
jaundice  is  joined  with  the  Dropfy,  the 
Bath-waters  are  preferable;  but  where  diu¬ 
retic  and  drying  medicines  are  only  required, 
the  Briftol-waters  do  the  mod  fervice,  ac¬ 
cording  to  this  gentleman. 

The  alterative  medicines,  which  by  ex¬ 
perience  have  been  found  mod  ferviceable  in 
a  Dropfy,  are  chiefly  had  from  the  vegetable 
and  mineral  kingdom.  The  former  compre¬ 
hends  all  bitters,  ipicy,  aromatic,  pungent, 
and  drying  medicines;  and  the  latter  ail 
fuch  as  remove  obdruftions,  vifeidities  of 
the  blood,  &c. 

There  are  no  bitters,  efpecially  of  the 
aromatic  kind,  but  what  do  great  fervice 

in 

(h)  Works,  abr.  per  Shaw,  voh  i.  p.  g8. 

(/)  Cyclus  Metafyner.  p.  43. 
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In  al!  manner  of  Droplies.  Their  names 
are  fo  well  known,  and  their  properties  To 
frequently  enlarged  upon  by  authors,  that 
I  lhall  only  mention  two  or  three  of 
them.  A  decodtion  of  hcrehound  in  fmiths-  Hore- 
water  is  of  good  advantage  in  all  kind  of  ll0und> 
Droplies  [Jz), 

There  are  few  chronical  diftempers  where  Worm- 
wormwood  is  not  of  advantage,  and  efpeci- 
ally  if  the  ftomach  is  affected,  as  it  general¬ 
ly  is  in  almoft  all  kinds  of  Droplies.  Dr. 
Micheal  cured  feveral  of  this  dileafe  by  an 
elfence  of  it  dropped  into  their  drink  :  Mat- 
thiolus  ufed  the  conferve,  for  the  mod  part, 
with  fuccefs  ;  and  Eraftus  fays,  there  are  few 
fimples  better  than  wormwood  in  dropiical 
diforders.  The  Roman  wormwood  is  by 
many  preferred  to  the  common  fort,  as  be¬ 
ing  a  more  pleafant  bitter ;  but  the  latter  is 
equally,  if  not  more  powerful,  than  the 
former. 

I  « 

The  cortex  peruvianus,  china  china,  quin¬ 
quina,  pulvis  patrum,  Jefuit’s-bark  (I),  or  Jefuit’s. 

**  li¬ 

as  it  is  commonly  called,  as  fuperior  to  all  An" 

Y  3  other. 

(k)  A.  Pitcairn’s  Elem.  Phvf.  p.  286.  (I)  Car¬ 

dinal  de  Lugo  fir  ft  brought  it  into  France  in  1650-,  and 
was  a  Jefuit  ;  whence  it  was  called  the  JefuitV Bark. 
Didtionar.  de  Commercev 
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other,  The  Bark,  is  one  of  the  moll:  ufe-* 
ful  and  beneficial  medicines  that  ever  was. 
difcovered.  f  It  is  now  almoft  a  century 
fince  it  \yas  firft  brought  into  Europe.  As 
we  were  at  firft  entirely  unacquainted  with 
its  nature,  fo  it  was  then  often  given  at  im-r 
proper  times ;  and  therefore  had  entirely 
been  difcharged  the  fhops,  had  not  Dr. 
Moreton,  and  other  ingenious  phyficians, 
ftood  up  in  the  ufe  and  defence  of  it  (m). 

Mr.  Quincy  has  made  a  philofqphical  en*r 
quiry  into  the  nature,  and  has  endeavoured  to 
explain  fome  of  the  properties,  of  this  incom¬ 
parable  medicine.  Whether  his  or  any  other 
account  of  it  is  fufiicienr  to  latisfy  the  curi¬ 
ous,  I  fhall  not  at  prefect  take  upon  me  to 
enquire ;  but  fhall  rather  enumerate  fome  of 
the  many  wonderful  effedls  it  has  upon 
human  bodies,  as  well  in  the  Dropfy  as 
other  di'ftempers. 

After  the  laft  epidemical  fever  which  beT 
o-a n  at  Kidderminfter  in  1728,  and  foon 

o  y 

after  fpread  not  only  over  Great-Britain  but 
all  Europe,  more  people  died  dropfical  in 
three  years,  than  did  perhaps  in  twenty  or 

thirty 

(m)  The  ufe  of  it  was  quite  laid  slide  in  France,  till 
Dr.  Talbot,  in  1706,  brought  it  once  more  into  repu¬ 
tation.  Shaw’s  Pharmac.  Edinburg. 
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thirty  before.  As  the  bark  was  more  ufed 
now,  than  at  any  time-  fince  it  fir  ft  came 
into  Europe,  not  only  the  vulgar  but  feveral 
eminent  phyficians  began  to  fufpedt  and  con¬ 
demn  it.  Dr.  Strother  would  have  us  believe 
there  was  little  or  none  good  in  England  at 
this  time  ;  and  that  it  was  all  either  mixed 
with  other  barks,  or  had  loft  its  fpecific 
properties  by  being  too  long  kept  :  but  I  am 
of  opinion,  we  never  had  better  than  at  this 
time;  that  the  fault  was  not  in  the  medicine, 
but  in  the  prefcriber:  and  that  never  more 
perfons  received  benefit  from  any  one  firnple, 
in  any  period  of  time,  though  many  it  muft 
be  allowed  did  at  this  time  die  of  all  kind 
of  Dropfies,  efpecially  the  Anafarca. 

Before  that  fever  came  among  us,  we  had 
a  very  unwholefome  conftitution  of  the  air, 
for  a  long  time  together.  The  wind  was 
conftantly  in  the  eaft  for  many  months ;  we 
had  a  very  wet  March,  and  the  air  was  as 
cold  in  May  as  in  December.  The  fruits  of 
*  the  earth  were  by  thefe  means  gathered  in 
very  final!  quantities,  and  afforded  but  little 
nourifhmcnt,  and  loaded  the  tody  with 
crude  and  mdigefted  >  humours.  The  pores 
of  the  fkin  having  been  a  long  time  thus 
obftrudted,  the  blood  and  other  juices  be- 

^  4  came 
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came  vifcid  and  fi^y.  The  nerves  were  ge* 
nerally  aftedted  ;  the  pulfe  low,  urine  pale, 
tongue  dry,  and  all  the  other  fymptoms, 
which  arife  from  a  blood  over  loaded  with 
morbific  matter.  A  n-aufea,  or  canftant  in¬ 
clination  to  vomit,  diarrhaea-  and  other  fluxes, 
attended  with  faintnefs  and  lownefs  of  fpirits, 
wgre  the  general  complaints.  The  blood 
was  generally  thick,  and  as  florid  as  if  it 
fiad  been  taken  from  an  artery  j  yet  bleeding 
feldom  gave  relief :  it  always  brought  on 
great  weaknefs,  increafed  the  lownefs  of 
fpirits,  and  generally  did  more  harm  than 
good.  Hot  medicines,  fuch  as  the  tfieriaca, 
rad.  ferp.  virg,  &c.  were  always  deftrudtive 
to  thofe  who  took  them.  Diluting  plenti¬ 
fully  with  final!  camomile- tea,  lack- whey, 
&c.  with  good  quantities  of  fp.  C.  C.  per  fe, 
Riverius’s  mixture  with  fal.  abfinth.  fucc. 
limon.  .&  aq.  cinam.  ten.  repeated  every 
fix  or  eight  hours,  after  gentle  purges  and 
vomits,  almoft  conftantly  gave  relief,  and 
brought  it  to  a  regular  intermiffion  \  for  it* 
was  of  this  kind  from  the  beginning.  Many 
perfops  found  feme  fymptoms  of  a  fever  one 
day,  and  then  continued  well  for  two  or 
three,  and  fometimes  longer,  before  it  made 
a  fecond  vifiL  During  this  interval,  if  the 
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party  took  any  frelh  cold,  he  was  almofl 
lure  to  mifcarry,  at  lead:  to  be  feized  with 
great  violence.  As  fuch  perfons  as  were 
mod  expofed  to  the  inclemencies  of  the  air 
and  weather,  were  much  greater  fufferers 
than  thofe  who  lived  at  eafe,  and  fed  upon 
the  bed  kind  of  food  in  cities  and  great 
towns,  this  frequently  was  the  cafe.  The 
fecond  feizure  being  generally  thus  violent, 
the  bark  was  crowded  in  upon  the  firft  re- 
million,  when  perhaps  the  fever  /till  con¬ 
tinued,  and  the  urine  had  little  or  no  fedi- 
ment.  By  this  hafty  procedure,  the  feverifli 
matter  was  either  thrown  upon  fome  of  the 
more  noble  parts,  and  fo  death  was  the  im¬ 
mediate  confequence ;  or  elfe,  being  only 
pent  up  in  the  veflels  of  circulation,  it  foon 
appeared  in  a  tumour  of  fome  kind  or  other, 
and  for  the  moft  part  dropfical.  This  being  " 
the  cafe,  the  conliderate  prefcriber  found  it 
neceflary  to  wait  for  a  better  intermillion  ; 
to  purge  feveral  times  before  he  nave  the 
bark  ;  to  give  rhubarb,  fait  of  feed,  arthiops 
mineral,  cinnabar,  and  other  purging  and 
deobftruent  medicines  along  with  it ;  and 
laftly,  to  call  in  aromatics,  and  volatiles  of 
all  kinds  to  his  afiiftance.  By  this  means 
the  bark  at  length  recovered  its  loft  reputa¬ 
tion. 
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tion,  and  faved  the  lives  of  many  thoufands. 
For  my  own  part,  as  this  was  my  way  of 
treating  this  fever,  from  the  time  it  fir  ft 

4 

came  among  us;  fo,  I  thank  God, few  perfons 
died  under  my  hands,  where  I  was  called 
in  at  the  beginning  of  the  illnefs.  But  to 
return. — — 

The  bark  is  one  of  the  beft  ftomachic 
alterative  medicines  in  the  whole  Materia 
Medica,  It  is  almoft  as  infallible  in  curing 
haemorrhages  from  internal  caufes*  as  in 
flopping  intermitting  fevers,  and  yet  at  the 
fame  time,  it  promotes  the  menfes ;  for  it 
attenuates  more  powerfully  than  fteel,  but 
does  not  raife  the  pulfe  near  fo  much  (n ). 
After  any  large  evacuations,  it  is  one  of  the 
greateft  and  moft  noble  cordials  in  the 
world  :  it  is  of  excellent  ufe  in  all  nervous 
diforders,  convulfive,  hyfteric  and  hypo- 
chondrical ;  and  is  often  ferviceable  in 
throwing  off  a  gouty  humour  to  the  ex¬ 
treme  parts ;  nay,  when  joined  with  fteel, 
it  has  procured  a  regular  fit,  when  all  other 
medicines  have  proved  unfuccefsful  fo). 
Of  late  it  has  been  found  as  great  a  fpecific 
in  flopping  mortifications  from  internal 

caufes, 

(n)  Friend's  Emmenalog.  p.  156.  (0)  Cheney's 

EngKMalad.  p.  144. 
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caufes,  as  in  any  of  the  foregoing  diforders ; 
I  never  yet  knew  it  fail,  though  I  have  had 
frequent  opportunities  of  trying  it,  and  very 
lately  in  an  old  man  eighty^three  years  of 
age  ;  where*  upon  taking  it,  the  mortified 
part  feparated  from  the  found,  the  foot 
dropped  off  at  the  ankle,  and  though  the 
bones  are  foul  above  the  joint,  the  flefh  looks 
well ;  and  if  he  would  have  fuffered  the  limb 
to  have  been  cut  oft,  I  doubt  not  but  the 
cure  had  been  campleated  by  this  time,  it 
being  near  four  months  fince  the  mortifica¬ 
tion  firfl  began. 

A  gentleman  had  been  twice  tapped  for 
a  Dropfy  of  the  abdomen,  which  as  often 
returned  again.  At  laid  he  took  a  drachm 
of  the  Jefuit’s-bark  every  day,  for  fix  weeks 
together,  when  he  began  to  make  water 
freely,  and  fo  recovered  perfectly  (p). 

M.  Lifter  (q)  cured  a  man  of  a  Dropfy, 
which  came  from  an  intermitting  fever, 
with  this  medicine  s 

R.  Cort.  peruv.  a  gfs.  ad  fal.  gem.  vel 
fal.  abfinth.  elater,  a  gr.  z  ad  m.  ft 
bolus. 

From 

(p)  S.  D  wight  de  Hydrope,  ($r)  De  Hydrops 

'  f'  5  i  % 

caf.  7. 
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From  what  has  been  faid,  it  is  evident 
this  moft  admirable  medicine  is  as  necefiary 
in  a  Dropfy  as  in  many  other  diforders ; 
that  it  may,  and  in  this  cafe  ought  to  be, 
given  with  deobftruents ;  and  that  it  dill  re¬ 
tains  its  fpecific  properties,  when  given  with 
the  ftrongeft  cathartics. 

All  acrid,  pungent,  and  fpicy  medicines 
invigorate  the  blood,  brace  up  the  folids, 
attenuate  the  juices  when  vifeid  and  fizy  ; 
and  by  this  means  frequently  become  moft 
powerful  diuretics.  The  heft  are  the  feeds 
of  muftard  and  wild  carrot ;  the  berries  of 
bay  and  juniper,  and  the  roots  of  garlick 
and  horfe-raddifli ;  pepper,  &c. 

R.  Sem.  finap.  integr.  li7*  ponatur  in 
lagen.  vitrea  cum  alae  ibjj-  port  j  dies  depro¬ 
mat  ur  ad  ufum, 

R.  Sem.  finap.  contuf.  coq.  in  feri 
la<ft.c**lfcjjj*  parum.  Colatura  bibatur  ad  libi¬ 
tum. 

Rs  Sem.  finap.  pulv.  conf.  abfinth. 
Rom.  |jj*  fern,  dauci.  pulv.  ^ii-  cum  f.  q. 
fyrup.  e  rad.  f.  eleftuar. 

R.  Bacc.  junip.  probe  contuf  &  in  faccul. 
ligat.  Sj’7-  coq.  in  vin.  canar,  fojjj*  ad  ibjj*  cola,, 
Dofis  ?JV-  ter  in  die. 

All 
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All  thefe  are  good  medicines.  The  laft  is 
from  Dr.  Fuller,  who  tells  us,  that  P>.u- 
landus  ufed  to  boil  four  handfuls  of  juniper- 
berries  in  two  quarts  of  whey,  till  a  third 
part  was  confumed  j  and  that  he  gave  it  for 
common  drink  in  an  Afcites.  Riverius  and 
Etmuller  allure  us,  that  they  alfo  frequently 

gave  it  with  fuccefs  after  the  following  man¬ 
ner. 

R.  Bacc.  junip.  contuf.  m.  jjj.  vin.  gene- 
rof.  q.  f.  Coq.  ad  medias,  &  dentur  ?jv.  A- ) 
mane  fingulis  diebus,  &  corpus  optime  tega- 
tur. 

Matthiolus  cured  feveral  perfons  of  this 
difeafe,  with  a  lixivium  made  of  the  alhes 
of  this  fhrub  in  white  wine,  which  he  gave 
to  four  or  five  ounces  for  a  dofe.  This,  he 
fays,  is  a  powerful  diuretic ;  and  from  him 
Etmuller  commends  the  rob  juniperi  & 
malvaticum  juniperinum,  and  at  the  fame 
time  allures  us,  they  are  the  belt  kind  of 
diuretics  fs). 

Many  pompous  and  cofily  medicines  may 
be  formed  from  the  fimples  ahove-named  3 
fuch  are  the  deccdt.  allii.  decodt.  diureticum, 

deeodt. 

(y)  Mufitanus  fays,  fvj.  Trut.  Med.  p.  692. 

( s J  Etmuller,  Op.  Med.  vol.  1.  p.  300. 
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decode  juniperi  fecundum  in  Fuller’s  Ph&r-* 
macop.  &c. 

Diet-drinks  made  of  thefe  ingredients  are 

4 

much  commended  by  many  authors ,  but  I 
never  prefcribe  any  for  the  following  reafons  i 
2  ft,  Ale  is  but  a  very  indifferent,  or  rather 
a  very  improper,  Vehicle  to  take  medicines 
in,  efpecially  in  a  Dropfy,  where  the  juices 
are  always  too  vifcid  :  2d,  Whatever  quality 
of  any  fimple  is  imparted  to  ale,  it  may  be 
better  obtained  from  an  infufion  or  decodioii 
of  it  in  wine  or  water*  by  which  means  the 
medicine  mu  ft  be  more  agreeable  both  td 
the  light  and  palate  of  the  patient,  and  will 
be  lefs  in  quantity  :  3d,  Minerals,  as  anti¬ 
mony,  mercury,  iron,  &c.  may,  with  far 
greater  advantage  to  the  patient,  be  given  in 
a  folid  form,  as  pills,  bolus,  or  electuary ; 
becaufe  they  are  fo  much  heavier  than  the 
menftruum  :  4th,  Thofc  per  Tons  that  are  not 
ufed  to  drink  ale  in  a  morning,  can  ill  dif- 
penfe  with  it  when  fafting  ;  for  it  will  eer~ 
tainly  pall  the  appetite,  and  caufe  dulneftr 
and  heavinefs  ail  day  :  5th,  A  eonftant  courfe 
of  purging  phyfick  for  a  month  or  fix  weeks 
together,  without  confinement,  or  a  regular 

o  o 

way  of  living,  is  in  my  opinion  a  very  ran-* 
dom  kind  of  prefcription.  It  is  next  to  im- 

p  edible, 
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pofiible,  in  an  air  fo  very  changeable  as  ours 
is,  but  in  fo  long  a  time  as  fix  weeks,  a  per- 
fon  mud  take  cold.  By  this  means  a  diftem- 
per  mud  be  fo  far  from  being  cured,  that 
it  muft  frequently  be  fixed,  and  put  out  of 
the  power  of  medicines  to  remove.  I  have 
often  met  with  fevere  cholics  and  inflam¬ 
mations  of  the  bowels  from  this  caufe.  But 
for  tipplers,  and  luch  as  will  take  medicines 
in  no  other  form,  the  following  medicines 
may  be  agreeable:  Fuller’s  cerevifis  dauci 
&  arthritica ;  cerevif.  Hydropica  in  the  Phar- 
mac.  Pauperum,  cerevif.  diuretica  in  Bates, 
&c. 


All  the  aromatic  woods,  as  guaiacum.  Woods, 
faffafras,  farfaparilla,  &c.  promote  infenfible 
perfpiration,  caufe  fweat,  increafe  the  urine, 

&c.  and,  wnen  boiled  in  aq.  caleis,  become 
Very  great  driers,  and  are  therefore  very  pro¬ 
per  in  all  dropfical  diforders.  Forms  may  be 
met  with  in  every  Difpenfatory.  The  de- 
co£l.  e  lign.  and  the  eledl.  e  iarfa  in  Fuller  $ 
the  balf.  polychreft.  in  the  London  Difpen¬ 
fatory  ;  are  all  very  good  medicines,  &c. 

Moft  of  the  minerals  ufed  in  medicine  Minerals 
are  powerful  deobftruents,  and  adt  very  bei\given 

(  J  without 

farely  and  gently,  before  they  are  too  much  chemical 
altered  by  the  chemifl’s  furnace.  There  is  tfcn^ 
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no  preparation  of  them,  which  is  not  roughef 
than  the  fimples  themfelves;  and  the  hazard 
we  run  in  taking  them,  is  always  proportioned 
to  the  quicknefs  of  their  operation  3  neither 
is  any  diforder  to  be  cured  by  any  of  them* 
which  will  not  yield  to  the  fimples  them- 
felves.  For  this  reafon,  many  of  the  bed 
phyficians  ( t )  have  conftantly  given  them 
without  any  chemical  analyfis.  Mercury* 
fteel,  antimony,  &c«  often  prove  more  fuc- 
cefsful,  as  they  are  taken  out  of  the  earth* 
than  when  they  have  been  tortured  by  the  la« 
boratory* 

Bellofte  [u)  has  abundantly  detnonftrated* 
not  from  theory  but  many  years  experience* 
that  crude  mercury  is  not  only  a  fafe  but 
powerful  medicine  3  and  is  of  opinion,  that 
it  deferves  the  name  of  a  panacaea,  or  uni^ 
verfal  medicine*  better  than  any  of  thofe 
which,  have  been  publifhed  under  that  name* 
He  gives  us  hiflories  of  cures  performed  by 
it  in  an  inveterate  pox,  fchirrous  and  fcro- 
phulous  tumors,  the  cholic*  done  and  gravel  3 
in  gouty  pains,  and  all  cutaneous  eruptions  3 
and  affiires  us,  that  it  may  very  fafely  be 
given  in  all  nervous  diforders,  as  apoplexies, 

pal  lies. 


(/)  Sec  Sir  Rich.  Black  more  on  the  Spleen,  p.  74>  m*  * 
(u)  Hofpital  Surg.  vol,  2. 
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palnes,  &c.  There  are  not  many  medicines 
to  be  met  with  among  the  moft  ianguine  of 

the  chemic  writers,  to  which  lb  many  noble 
and  different  qualities  are  affigned  ;  and 
would  it  always  prove  fuccefsful  in  the  fore¬ 
going  cafes,  mankind  would  not  ftand  in 

need  of  any  farther  affiflance.  Whether 

- 

it  may  or  ought  to  be  given  in  fuch  large 
quantities,  and  for  fo  long  a  time  together, 
as  a  late  whimfical  (at)  writer,  has  made  the 
world  believe,  is  what  I  fhall  not  here  con- 
fider,  the  fubjeCt  having  been  already  fo 
well  treated  of  by  an  experienced  phy- 
fician  (y J,  a  gentleman  and  a  good  fchclar. 
But,  when  mixed  with  fome  gentle  cathartic, 
it  generally  anfwers  our  expectation.  What 
Bellofte  joined  with  it  I  know  not,  but 
Turner  (z)  gives  it  with  pill.  ruff,  or  pilh 
coch.  in  fmall  quantities,  night  and  morn¬ 
ing  for  many  days  together.  Mr.  Morgan 
mixes  rhubarb  and  cochineal  with  it,  and 
when  given  in  the  fame  manner,  fays  it  com¬ 
monly  proves  an  effectual,  fafe,  and  benign 
diuretic  ( a ). 

Z  The 

(x)  T.  Dover’s  Antient  Phyf.  laft  Legacy.  (y)  Dr« 
Turner’s  Anfwer  to  it.  (z)  Anfwer  to  Dr.  Dover® 

(a)  Mechanic.  Prac.  of  Phyf.  p.  279. 
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Of  the  Several  Kinds 

The  filings  of  fteei,  ground  with  fugar- 
candy  to  an  impalpable  powder,  have  upon 
trial  anfwered  beyond  expedition,  when 
fome  of  the  mod  elaborate  preparations  of  it 
have  proved  ineffectual  (^)  j  nay  the  iron- 
ftone  itfelf  (r),  though  it  contains  fo  much 
earth,  is  a  medicine  not  at  all  inferior  to  fome 
chemical  productions. 

What  has  been  fa  id  of  fteei  and  mercury 
may  well  be  applied  to  more,  if  not  all  the 
other  metals  and  minerals  ;  fo  that  I  fhall 
only  obferve  farther,  that  when  we  read  the 
virtues  and  praifes  of  a  favourite  medicine 
in  a  chemic  author,  we  ought  to  make  great 
allowance  for  bigotry,  and  muft  not  be  fur- 
prized,  if  we  do  not  always  find  it  exactly 
anlwer  the  character  beftowed  upon  it. 

When  minerals  in  fubftance  do  not  an- 
fwer,  there  is  a  natural  preparation  of  them, 
which  far  exceeds  all  that  chemiftry  has 
hitherto  been  able  to  invent.  Dr.  Syden¬ 
ham  is  pofitive,  when  fteei  in  fubftance  does 
not  give  relief  in  hyfteric  diforders,  the  green- 
ficknefs,  a  fuppreftion  of  the  menfes,  or  any 
low  ftate  of  blood,  that  Chalybeate-waters, 
drank  at  the  fountain-head,  will  feldom  or 

never 

*■  '  \  .1  \  ;  i  k  ,  ■_  «*  > 

(/>)  See  R.  Blackmore,  on  the  Spleen,  p. 

(r)  See  Dr.  Sydenham,  Op.  Medo 
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never  fail  us.  It  is  furprifing  to  obferve 
what  different  effedts  thefe  kind  of  waters 
have  upon  human  bodies.  Spaw- water  is  an 
effectual  medicine  in  a  fuppreffion  of  the 
menfes,  and  yet  nothing  more  eafily,  or 
more  effectually  puts  a  flop  to  too  great  a 
flux  of  them.  I  have  already  proved,  that 
thefe  kind  or  waters  are  often  proper  in  drop-* 
lical  diforders  ;  that  thoufands  are  every 
year  cured  by  drinking  them  upon  the  fpot  % 
and  (hall  only  make  this  one  obfervation 
farther,  that  they  are  of  excellent  ufe  in 
ilrengthening  a  decayed  and  weakened  con- 
ilitution,  and  arc  therefore  a  moil  exceed¬ 
ing  proper  and  powerful  medicine  in  pre¬ 
venting  a  fecond  flux  of  humours  upon  any 
part,  when  the  firft  by  art  has  been  carried 
off  or  abated. 
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appendix 


'By  N.  D.  F  A  L  t  K,  M.  D. 


i  1  ' 


■  >*  »*••  ff  yi  ,  |  n  j  ,  ,  ,  ,  • 

TH  E  word  Dropfy  is  corrupt  En-» 
glifh,  of  Saxon  extraction,  brought 
into  common  ufe  from  the  time  of 
ignorance  and  obfcurity,  in  order  to  make 
the  illiterate  underftand  what  the  learned 
meant  by  the  by  dr  op  s,  and  which  has  ever 
fince  been  retained  in  ufe  in  the  Engliih 
language. 

Hydrops  however  is  the  name  of  the 
difeafe,  univerfally  received,  and  derives  its 
origin  from  the  Greeks,  who  flourifhed  in 
the  arts  and  fciences  at  a  time  when  all  the 

red:  of  Europe  remained  yet  overwhelmed 

~  • r  <  .  * 

in  ignorance  ;  and  to  the  Greeks  we  are 
originally  indebted  for  the  firft  rudiments 

.•  »  *  v  V  1  A  *  .  » 

of  the  arts  and  fciences,  the  elements  of 
our  refined  profperity. 

A  a 


However 


C  342  3 

However  fiiperiorour  medical  fkill  at  this 
time  may  be  to  that  of  our  antient  tutors,  or 
rather  ought  to  be,  it  is  evident  that  they 
tvere  acquainted  with  the  pathognomonick 
diftindlion  of  the  difeafe  here  treated  of,  as 
well  as  in  our  days,  and  perhaps  were  very 
little  inferior  in  their  curative  indication  to 
our  modern  practice.  Their  pertinent  names 
applied  to  the  different  kinds  of  Dropfy  con¬ 
firm  the  former,  and  the  judicious  obferva- 
tions  left  us  from  the  immortal  Hippocrates, 
the  ever-revered  father  of  phyfie,  deman.- 
ftrate  the  latter. 

The  difeafe  which  we  exprefs  under  the 
general  name  Dropfy,  the  Greeks  termed 
fignifying  that  the  patient  had  an  af- 
pe&  which  indicated  the  difeafe  to  be  a 
luper-abundancy  of  extravafated  humours, 
dr  water.  From  this  radical  word  hydrops , 
they  compoSed  various  other  names,  perti¬ 
nent  to  the  cafes  they  would  exprefs :  hence 
were  derived  the  various  names  which  we  yet 
retain  in  the  fcience.  Thus  ^^ij/  aVatn'f**, 
Hydrops  anafarca  fignifying  a  Dropfy  amongid 
the  flefh,  w c  give  tne  name  of  Anafarca  to 

an  universal  Dropfy ; 

Ami™?  Hydrops  Afcites,  a  Dropfy 

refembling  a  bottle,  from  the  belly  being 

fwelled  } 
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fwelled ;  Afcitcs  we  retain  to  exprefs  a 
Dropfy  in  the  abdomen. 

By  Asvxo(p\£'yiA<x.TiKt  Leucophlegmatia  was  al- 
fo  meant  an  hydrops  of  an  univerfal  kind,  but 
which  I  have  always  underflood  to  be  of  lefs 
dangerous  tendency  than  what  we  exprefs  by 
the  word  anafarca .  Hippocrates  mentions 
both,  and  by  tranllators  fuppofed  promifcu- 
oufly  :  But  I  think  he  makes  a  material  di- 
flindtion  in  the  nature  of  thefe  two,  which 
1  fhall  take  notice  of  in  the  fequel. 

IH  rom  tne  lame  fouroe  arofe  various  other 
compound  names,  as  Hy  dr  o  cep  foci— 

lus9  Dropfy  of  the  head  ;  tyopSa Hydrop- 
thalmia ,  Dropfy  of  the  eye  ^oyxma-ov  Hydro- 
glojfum ,  Dropfy  of  the  tongue ;  dy0/xpz?,ov  Hy- 
dromphalum ,  Dropfy  of  the  navel ;  tyox*phx 
Hydrocardia ,  Dropfy  of  the  pericardium  ; 
vfyafoov  Hydrarthon ,  Dropfy  of  the  joints  ; 
'JfyoxrM,  Hydrocele ,  a  dropfical  tumor' now 
underflood  in  the  ferotum. 

Prom  this  fpecimen  it  appears,  that  the 
antient  Greeks  mu  it  nave  been  well  acquaint- 
ed  with  the  nature  of  this  diforder  :  and  it  is 
very  probable  from  the  different  ways  of 

liie  they  led  to  what  we  do,  that  difeafe 

A  a  z 
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was  more  frequent  amongft  them,  than  &» 
mongft  us  i  at  lead  in  England. 

Countries  differ  widely  in  reipect  to  the 
caufes  of  peculiar  difeafes. ---In  cold  damp 
countries  Dropfies  and  agues  are  more  fre¬ 
quent,  whereas  in  hotter  and  dry  climates,  a- 

cute  diftempers  muft  have  in  general  the  pre¬ 
dominance.  The  manner  of  living  indeed 

may  counteract  this  again,  and  to  which  great 
regard  fliould  be  paid.  Often  the  fault  is 
in  the  confutation  itfelf:  cold  and  phleg¬ 
matic  habits  are  more  fubjedt  to  dr  optical 
complaints  than  irafcible  and  robuft  confti- 
tutlons.  With  refpedt  to  the  manner  of  life, 
either  want  or  fuperfluous  luxuries  are  e- 
qually  liable  to  produce  this  diftemper  ;  at 
leaf!  it  is  much  more  rare  in  thofe  who  live 
regular  and  temperate,  and  have  an  agreeable 
(hare  of  exercife.— If  we  look  however  more 
carefully  into  the  hiflory  of  difeafes,  we  ge¬ 
nerally  obferve  that  the  Dropfy  is  feldom 
original,  but  for  the  mod  part  is  the  fubfe- 
quent  of  other  difeafes. 

But  before  I  proceed  to  the  defeription 
of  the  various  kinds  of  this  malady,  I  fhali 
beg  the  indulgence  of  giving  fome  phyfiolo- 
gical  observations  on  the  animal  (economy 


in 
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in  the  human  automaton,  as  well  in  the 
found,  as  in  a  difeafed  ftate  :  whence  we 
may  trace  the  origin  of  moft  difeafes,  and 
which  will  gradually  lead  us  to  particularife 
the  nature  of  the  various  kin3s  of  the  dif- 
eafes  here  treated  of.  I  (hall  ever  hold  it  as 
a  medical  maxim,  that  an  unprejudiced  in- 
veftigation  into  the  nature  of  the  difeafe,  is 
the  firft  ftep  requifite  towards  arriving  at  a 
rational  method  of  cure. 

PART  L 

i.  If  we  duly  confider  on  what  principles 
the  mechanifm  of  the  animal  automaton  acts, 
we  (hall  clearly  find,  Firft,  that  its  movement 
depends  on  the  irritability  of  the  nervous  fy- 
ftem  ;  which  fpreads  itfelf  with  innumerable 
branches  and  ramifications  throughout  the 
whole  animal  fabric,  whereby  all  the  parts  are 
excited  to  their  peculiar  functions,  contribu¬ 
ting  their  refpedive  {hares  to  the  welfare  and 
prefervation  of  the  whole  animal  oeconomy. 
Secondly,  that  this  irritability  is  aded  up¬ 
on  by  the  fanguineous  aiafs  ;  which  is 
lent  forth  by  the  fyftolic  contraction  of 
the  heart,  through  numberlefs  arterial  ca¬ 
nals  into  the  minuted:  parts,  as  a  fuccour, 

A  a  3  fupperi* 
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fupport,  and  reparation  of  every  fibre  that 
confts tales  the  whole  machine.  Thirdly, 
that  the  fabric  muft  have  a  perpetual  fupply, 
in  order  to  give  force,  and  to  replace  the  va¬ 
rious  fob  fiances,  that  from  the  wear  and  tear 
of  a  continual  moving  machine  are  fubjedt 
to  be  rufab’d  off.  And,  Fourthly,  that  the 
fir  net  ore  of  the  various  parts  muft  be  prefer* 
ved  in  their  natural  formation. 

2 .  This  leads  us  to  diftirxguifh  difeafes  ac¬ 
cordingly  :  In  the  ftrft  place,  the  nervous  ir¬ 
ritability  may  be  a  died  upon  too  much,  or 
too'  little  ;  the  circulating  humours  may 
contain  too  much,  or  too  little  famulus  ; 
the  food  from  which  the  mafs  of  blood  is 
generated  may  produce  many  obnoxious 
fluids ;  and  laftly,  the  formation  of  the 
ftrudture  itfelf  is  fubjedt  to  natural  decay, 
and  liable  to  external  or  internal  injuries. 

g.  We  muft  alio  obferve,  that  the  folids 
and  fluids  have  fo  ftridt  a  dependance  on 
each  other,  that  neither  can  have  health  or 
difeafe  that  is  not  common  to  both.  And,  as 
life  or  animation  is  the  reful t  of  animal  me- 
chanifm,  infomuch,  that  every  individual  part 
contributes  its  ftrare,  it  follows  as  a  natural 
confequence,  that  the  mental  and  mechanical 

operations 
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operations  are  in  the  ftrideft  union  with 
each  other 3  and,  that  pain  and  pleafure  muft 
confequently  be  reciprocal. 

The  folids  and  fluids  ad  alternately 
upon  each  other  ;  and  their  combination  is 
fo  intimately  blended  as  feared  to  be  iepa- 
rable  in  a  phyfical  fenfe. 

4.  When  the  irritable  nervous  fabric, 
which  pervades  the  whole  fyftem  in  its 
mod  diminutive  particles,  is  aded  upon, 
its  irritability  of  courfe  muft  be  excited 
to  produce  a  preternatural  adion  in  the 
various  parts  that  are  more  immediately 
principal  organs  in  the  animal  ceconomy. 
If  this  preternatural  adion  be  general,  af~ 
feding  the  whole  fyftem,  a  fever  is  produ¬ 
ced  3  if  particular,  either  in  internal  or  ex¬ 
ternal  parts,  an  inflammation  3  or  indeed 
both  fever  and  inflammation,  as  being  near¬ 
ly  fynonimous. 

5.  Again,  if  the  nervous  fyftem,  either 
univerfaliy  or  partially,  be  excited  to  a  pre¬ 
ternatural  motion,  it  muft  confequently  ac¬ 
celerate  the  motion  of  the  circulating  fluids  3 
and  by  this  generate  acrimony,  and  a  redun¬ 
dancy  of  alkalefcency  3  which  from  the 
commotion  they  occafion  in  the  various  fe- 

A  a  4  creting 
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creting  organs,  may  either  conftrid  the  fe- 
creting  tubuli,  or  excite  them  in  their  fecre- 
lion,  and  thus  occaficn  a  number  of  differ¬ 
ent  maladies;  that  probably  have  but  one 
caufe  for  their  firft  foundation. 

6.  The  occurrences  in  life  are  both  va« 
lions  and  numerous ;  and  the  various  changes 
in  the  animal  (Economy  differ  accordingly, 
and  may  lead  to  more  effedts  than  man  can 
with  all  his  finite  wifdorn  conceive. 

7.  The  formation  of  the  animal  ftrudbure 
is  wonderful  in  all  its  parts  ;  and  flnce  life, 
animation,  or  (which  is  the  fame  thing)  the 
animal  foul,  is  infufed  throughout  the  whole  1 
it  thence  follows,  that  each  individual  part 
becomes  endued  with  a  fpirit  of  ielf-prefer- 
vation,  and  thereby  contributes  to  the  good 
of  the  whole  fy item. 

8.  It  is  an  Invariable  law  in  the  animal 
©economy,  that  Irregularity  of  circulation, 
and  acrimony  of  humours,  are  the  infepa- 
rable  confequences  of  each  other  5  and  ever 
become  each  other's  provocatives. 

9.  External  Injuries  will  ftimulate  the 
nervous  fibrillae  to  a  preternatural  conftric- 
tion  5  thence  the  tubuli,  according  to  their 
degree  of  tenfenefs,  irritability,  magnitude, 

and 


[  349  ] 

and  ftrudture,  will  be  excited  to  ad  contra¬ 
ry  to  their  regular  functions. 

Some  will  be  conftrided,  whilft  others 
will  be  dilated  ;  and  others,  of  more  tender 
ftrudure,  will  be  extended,  weakened,  and 
torn,  from  the  forcible  impulfe  of  the  arte¬ 
rial  fluid. 

10.  Hence  confuflon  mud  arife,  one  part 
of  the  humour  will  forcibly  be  added  upon 
by  the  relifting  fibrillse,  and  thence  acquire 
acrimony  of  a  phlogiftic  nature  ;  another 
part,  being  imprifoned,  muft  acquire  acri¬ 
mony  from  ftagnation,  and  thence  tend  to 
put  refaction ;  whilft  others  again,  from  the 
laceration  of  the  tubuli  that  contained  them, 
intermingle,  and  generate  acrimony,  not 
only  from  their  extravafation,  but  even  from 
their  preternatural  combinations. 

11.  And  whilft  the  fluids  in  the  affeded 
part  degenerate  into  virulency,  it  cannot 
tail,  that  the  whole  fyftem  muft  flhare  fymp- 
tomatically  ;  not  only  from  the  nervous  con- 
fent  or  parts,  but  from  an  abforption  of  the 
acrimony  by  the  neighbouring  circulating 
veflels ;  whence  the  virus  is  liable  to  be 
tranfpofed,  and  iubjeds  the  whole  animal 
fyftem  to  be  contaminated. 
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12.  If  we  examine  into  the  progrefs  of 
difeafes  we  fhall  foon  perceive  the  fame  chain 
of  effeds  to  be  the  confequencesj  for  whether 
the  fitft  caufe  be  external  or  internal,  Oi  tne 
peccant  matter  be  ever  io  remotely  produced, 
ever  fo  fmall  in  its  commencement,  yet  expe¬ 
rience  confirms  to  os,  that  inflammation, 
like  fire,  is  liable,  from  the  fmalleft  fp ark, 
to  become  a -dreadful  conflagration  of  the 
whole  animal  fabric. 

13.  Befides  the  inceflant  exchange  of  air 
by  the  infpirating  and  expirating  adiions  of 
the  lungs,  whilft  they,  as  ventilators  in  tne 
animal  ceconomy,  receive  a  portion  of  asr 
from  the  atmofphere,  which,  by  the  retur¬ 
ning  pulmonary  vein,  they  diftribute  to  the 
whole  mafs  of  blood,  and  again  extract  from, 
the  fanguineous  mafs  a  portion  of  decayed 
air,  by  the  pulmonary  artery,  and  expel  by 
expiration  j  befides  this,  I  fay,  there  is  a- 
nother  kind  of  exchange  of  air,  which  ex¬ 
tends  over  the  whole  furface  of  the  body, 
^nd  is  performed  by  the  pores  of  the  fkin. 

14.  This  alternate  abforption  of  the  cir¬ 
cumambient  air,  and  exuding  of  the  internal 
from  the  circulating  fluid  attending  tranfpi- 

ration,  is  augmented,  as  well  as  the  ordina¬ 
ry 
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exchange  from  the  refpiration  cf  the  lungs, 
by  an  accelerated  circulation  of  the  fluids, 
from  whatever  caufe  it  may  be  excited  ;  and 
on  the  due  performance  of  this  exchange  of 
air  depends  more,  with  refpeft  to  the  prefer- 
vation,  or  reftoring  of  health,  than  in  gene¬ 
ral  is  adverted  to  in  phyfical  obfervations. 

15.  We  fhould  alfo  take  notice,  that  he- 
fides  the  ordinary  courfe  of  the  circulation 
of  the  fluids,  there  is  another  kind  of  fpe- 
cial  circulation,  independant  of  the  main 
ianguinary  courfe,  namely,  from  the  inter¬ 
nal  to  the  external  parts,  and  vice  verfa ; 
as  alfo  between  the  various  vifcera  that  are 
interfperfed  thro"  the  whole  fabric,  at  what¬ 
ever  diftance  they  may  appear  to  be  fepara- 
ted,  infomuch,  that  their  fymptomatic  cor- 
refpondence  depends  not  only  on  the  nervous 
confent,  but  on  the  a&ual  exchange  of  fluids. 

1 6.  Though  daily  experience  confirms 
fuch  a  retrograde  and  alternate  transfufion  to 
exift  throughout  the  whole  iyflem,  and  to 
a dt  promifcuoufly  between  the  various  parts  ; 
yet  we  obferve  it  mod  confpicuoufly  between 
the  different  parts  in  the  fyfcem  correfpond- 
ing  with  the  alimentary  canal.  And  it  is 
here  we  difcover  operations  in  the  animal 

(Economy, 
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©economy,  wonderful  indeed,  if  attended  to 
only  in  the  Hate  of  health,  and  of  the  ut~> 
mod:  confequence  in  pathological  enquiries; 

jy.  Belides  the  various  channels  diredly 
forward  in  the  fyftem,  through  which  the 
aliments  undergo  the  different  operations  of 
digeftion,  chylefadion,  fanguification,  and  the 
glandular  fecerning  of  die  particular  nutri¬ 
ments,  in.  order  to  renew  the  various  ftamina 
conftituting  the  whole  ;  a  returning  or  retro- 
gradation  takes  place  from  the  various  parts 
to  the  internal  canal  again  j  by  which  are 
font  back,  not  only  the  decayed  humours 
but  even  the  worn-off'  (lamina  themfelves, 
which  are  afterwards  .intermixed  with  the 
dregs  of  the  drained  aliment,  and  then  dif— 
charged  from  the  fyftem  as  excrementai 
feces, 

18.  Thefe  obfervatioris  will  lead  us  into 
refledions  that  may  be  of  life  both  in  acute 
and  chronic  diftempers ;  the  latter  being  here 
our  fuhjeds  of  enquiry, 

19.  The  difference  betwixt  acute  and  chro¬ 
nic  diftempers  confifls  principally  in  this,  that 
the  firft  ad:  with  a  degree  of  virulence  on  the 
nervous  fyftem,  whilft  the  latter  creep  about 
in  the  fabric,  annoy  the  component  parts 

.  without 
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without  much  difturbance  of  the  nervous  fa¬ 
bric,  till  fooner  or  later  the  ingrafted  f  >r- 
der  plunges  the  patient  into  complicated 
evils,  that  are  liable  unawares  to  burft  out, 
fometimes  with  fo  much  fury  as  t unmake  the 
moft  powerful  remedies  come  too  late. 

20.  Hence  it  would  feem,  that  the  acri¬ 
mony  of  chronic  difrempers  is  principally 
confined  to  the  circulating  tubuli ;  and  whilft 
thus  circulated  is  continually  increafed,  and 
attended  with  but  a  fmall  fhare  of  pain  ;  but 
on  the  contrary,  when  once  the  nervous  fy- 
flem,  either  univerfally  or  in  part,  becomes 
affefted,  acute  difeafes  mu  ft  naturally  enfue, 
which  then  will  rage  the  more  virulently  as 
the  body  is  more  or  lefs  loaded  with  fuch 
acrimony,  and  according  as  they  have  had 
time  to  in  fin  u  ate  themfelves  into  the  various 
parts  of  the  fabric. 

21.  But  if  we  mean  to  become  rather 
rational  than  curioufly  nice  phyficians,  we 
muft  not  be  fcrupuloufly  methodical  in  the 
diftinclions  betwixt  acute  and  chronic  di- 
icempers.  The  frame  of  the  human  body 
*n  general  will  not  admit  of  either  exclu¬ 
sively.  The  parts  are  intimately  blended 
and  united,  and  the  animal  ceconomy  has 
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an  univerfal  dependance,  the  whole  on  the 
parts,  and  each  part  on  the  whole.  I  would 
therefore  advife  the  phyfical  guardian  to  in- 
fpeft  his  patients  with  the  eyes  of  Argus, 
not  partially  but  univerfally  ;  and  fufpedl  the 
lurking  enemy  of  treafonable  intentions, 
however  gently  the  morbid  affedtions  may 
operate. 

22  For  the  more  we  coniider  what  diffe¬ 
rent  parts  con  flit  ute  the  fabric,  their  clofe 
hand-in-hand  combination,  the  different  di- 
flurbances  which  difeafed  parts  are  liable  to 
introduce  into  other  parts  of  different  tex¬ 
ture,  and  how  many  various  diftempers  may 
be  produced  from  one  and  the  fame  proca- 
tardlic  caufe,  we  muft  be  the  more  convin¬ 
ced,  not  only  of  the  truth  of  the  above 
obfervation,  but  how  reqnifite  it  is  to  a  Cl 
with  vigour  where  the  malady,  of  whatever 
kind,  lies  open  to  our  attack  ;  and  alfo  to 
preferve  the  whole  fyflem  from  a  contami¬ 
nation  which  it  is  fubjedl  to. 

2j.  Let  us  however,  not  fall  from  one 
extreme  to  another.  Though  I  do  not  in- 
fift  on  a  fcrupulous  enquiry  into  the  primi¬ 
tive  caufes  of  difeafes,  or  the  indication  of 
peculiar  medicaments,  adapted  according  to 
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names  to  difeafes,  I  would,  neverthelefs, 
flrenuoufly  recommend  the  moft  penetra¬ 
ting  enquiry  into  the  morbific  operation  it- 
felf,  antecedent  to  and  in  the  prefent  (late 
of  the  patient. 

24.  Add  to  this,  fince  chronical  diftem- 
pers  are  apt  to  fteal  upon  patients  by  flow 
fteps,  it  may  be  of  the  greateft  importance 
to  obferve  the  length  of  time  that  tne  pati¬ 
ent  has  laboured  under  the  ailment.  For 
though  it  does  not  follow,  as  an  unexcep¬ 
tionable  rule,  that  tedious  difeafes  are  always 
tedious  in  their  cure,  and  vice  verfa ;  yet  it 
may  with  great  reafon  to  be  fufpedted,  that 
long  {landing  diftempers  are  too  liable  to  af- 
fedt  the  fyflem  fo  effedtually,  that  the  pati¬ 
ent  (lands  frequently  in  need  of  remedies  for 
more  than  one  diforder ;  and  too  often  the 
cafe  is  fo  complicated,  that  it  is  hard  to  de¬ 
termine  which  predominates,  or  which 
fhould  firfl:  be  oppofed  by  medicine. 

25.  Chronic  diftempers  of  the  acrid  kind 

difpofe  the  fyflem  to  fpafmodic  aftedtions, 
thence  produce  acrimony  of  the  inflammatory 

kind  ;  but  thofe  of  the  leucophlegmatic  kind 

difpofe  the  fibres  to  debility,  thence  cauie  the 

humours  to  degenerate  into  a  pituitous  vif- 

cidity. 
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cidite,  and  corrupt  the  fluids,  fo  that  they 
by  degrees  acquire  a  fpecies  of  acrimony, 
though  not  ftridtly  inflammatory,  yet  tend¬ 
ing  to  a,  cadaverous  di Ablution.  This  is 
evident  from  the  wan,  heavy  look  of  the 
countenance,  the  flow  debilitated  pulfe,  the 
laflitude  of  the  limbs,  and  the  dulnefs,  or, 
as  it  may  be  juftly  termed,  the  pufillanimity 
of  difpofition  which  creeps  upon  the  pati¬ 
ent  in  fpite  of  reafon  itfelf. 

26.  Having  made  thefe  obfervations,  liliall 
proceed  now  to  the  difeafe  here  treated  of. 

27.  And  here  is  room  for  fpeculation  in¬ 
deed.  To  penetrate  into  the  etiological 
inveftigation  of  this  malady,  with  unpreju¬ 
diced  judgment,  requires  not  only  a  tho¬ 
rough  knowledge  of  the  arterial,  venal,  and 
lymphatic  fyftem,  but  a  juft  conception  of 
their  operation  and  mutual  dependance  in 
the  animal  ceconomy,  as  well  in  the  found 
as  in  the  difeafed  ftate.  And  without  a  true 
conception  of  the  malady,  we  cannot  hope 
to  acquire  a  rational  indication  of  cure. 

28.  Pirft  then  let  us  turn  our  eye  and  at¬ 
tention  to  the  poor  patient  weighed  down 
under  a  confirmed  Anafarca,  or  univerfal 

•Dropfy, 
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Dropfy,  an  Afcites  or  Tympanites  ;  what 
number  of  difeafes  do  we  not  find  the  poor 
emaci  ted  fabric  labour  under,  befides  the 
load  of  pituitous  humour  accumulated  in  the 
cellular  fubftance  of  the  expanded  body  ?  An 
unquenchable  third:,  a  depraved  appetite, 
an  afthmatical  difficulty  of  breathing  fre¬ 
quently  with  evident  figns  of  difeafed  lungs, 
pain  in  the  abdomen  which  indicates  dif¬ 
eafed  vifcera,  fuch  as  a  fcirrhous  liver,  ob- 
ftrudtions  in  the  mefentery,  &c.  paucity  of 
urine,  ifchuria,  Strangury,  cholic,  intermit¬ 
ting  fevers,  &c. 

29.  If  we  give  an  attentive  ear  to  the 
fad  hiftory  of  the  difeafe,  from  its  com¬ 
mencement  down  to  the  prefent  time,  we 
ffiall  frequently  have  a  lift  of  fucceffive  com¬ 
plaints  dreadful  to  behold :  which  consi¬ 
dered,  together  with  the  narrative  of  vaft 

7  o 

varieties  of  medicines  and  often  repeated 
bleeding,  &c.  I  have  fometimes  wondered 
how  nature  could  Struggle  fo  long,  as  to 
leave  the  patient  alive  to  tell  the  doleful  tale. 

30.  In  vain  do  we  here  propofe  to  evacu¬ 
ate  the  humours  by  draftic  purgatives,  to 
force  urine  by  Stimulating  diuretics,  to  de¬ 
bar  the  poor  patient  from  drinking  ;  or, 

B  b  even 
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even  when  the  accumulated  humours  are  at 
fo  great  a  height  as  to  indicate  a  paracente- 
fis,  what  do  we  gain  by  the  palliative  cure 
of  tapping,  more  than  a  little  immediate 
eafe ;  which  more  than  ninety-nine  times 
out  of  a  hundred  fends  the  poor  emaciated  ' 
patient  the  fooner  into  the  grave. 

31.  The  expan  lion  of  the  external  tegu¬ 
ment  in  dropfical  patients,  however  ftriking 
it  falls  into  the  eye  of  fuperficial  obfervers, 
ought  to  claim  the  leaf!;  attention  of  the  ju¬ 
dicious  phyfician.  The  debilitated  and  e- 
maciated  conftitution  becomes  only  the  more 
fo  by  draftic  cathartics  or  ftimulating  diure¬ 
tics.  For  though  I  readily  will  admit  that 
wonderful  effeCts  have  been  produced  by  fuch 
evacuants  yet  1  am  perfuaded  nature  itfelf 
for  the  moil  part  brought  them  about, 
but  force  was  ever  found  ineffectual. 

32.  Let  us  remove  the  aCting  caufe,  and 
the  effedt  will  ceafe  in  confequence  there¬ 
of.  We  may  argue  as  learnedly  as  we 
pi  eafe  concerning  obftruCted  vifeid  humours, 
that  want  to  he  attenuated  in  order  to  cir¬ 
culate  freely  ;  that  they  muft  be  carried  off 
by  ftool,  urine,  or  fweat ;  this  may  be  ad¬ 
mirable  theory,  but  in  practice  will  be  found 
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■of  little  or  no  ufe.  We  muft  learch  deeper 
into  the  fyftem,  and  we  fhall  find,  that  the 
curative  indication  of  correcting  the  acri¬ 
mony  in  the  principal  vifeera,  and  of  refto- 
ring  a  proper  tone  in  the  moving  fibres  of 
the  lymphatic  fyftem,  will  he  the  true  bails 
on  which  our  fuccefs  depends  ;  if  at  all  na¬ 
ture  is  to  be  reftored  again  to  perform  her 
different  functions  in  the  animal  oeconomy. 

33*  Many,  very  many  are  the  different 
caufes  which  give  rife  to  a  Dropfv  ;  but  the 
immediate  adting^caufe  is  a  debility  in  the 
lymphatic  fyftem,  unable  to  pufh  forth  the 
lymph  through  the  vafcular  lymphatics  ; 
whence  they  burft,  and  extravafate  the  un- 
concocced  lymph  in  the  interftices  of  the 
cellula  -adipofa  ;  and  this  deprives  the  blood 
of  its  lenient,  balfamic,  or  nutritive  parts  ; 
whence  the  fecreting  emundories  are  locked 
UP>  and  an  ooftrudion  in  the  evacuating  or¬ 
gans,  efpecially  ot  the  ferous  kind,  muft  na¬ 
turally  be  the  confequence. 

34.  But  what  I  prefume  in  this  place  me¬ 
rits  attention  is,  the  predifpofing  caufe  that 
particularly  affects  the  lymphatic  fyftem 
with  this  debility  and  more  efpecially  in  the 

2  b  2  acrimonious 
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acrimonious  hydrops  of  the  univerfal  type, 
whether  an  Anafarca  or  Afcites,  or  both  ; 
and  this  I  am  ftrongly  perfuaded,  lies  more 
in  the  refpirative  organs,  than  in  any  other 
vifcera  in  the  fyftem. 

35.  The  analogy  of  this  I  have  drawn 
from  the  repeated  obfervations  I  have  made  in 
dropfical  patients.  Sometimes  indeed  the  pa¬ 
tient  breathes  freely,— but  this  is  very  feldom 
the  cafe  ;  for  the  moll  part  however,  patients 
labouring  in  a  Dropfy  have  not  only  a  dif¬ 
ficulty  of  breathing,  but  have  had  it  previ¬ 
ous  to  the  fymptoms  of  Dropfy  coming  on. 
I  will  not  take  upon  me  to  determine  this 
morbid  affe&ion  with  an  abfolute  certainty 
in  its  operation;  unprejudiced  judgment 
may,  however,  in  time  improve  my  hints 
to  the  advantage  of  Etiological  enqui¬ 
ries.— Indeed,  with  all  our  pretended  know¬ 
ledge,  we  labour  greatly  in  the  dark  in  mod 
difeafes ;  -  and  this  our  imperfection  we  dis¬ 
cover  daily,  as  we  advance  in  our  enquiries 
into  nature. 

'  06.  Phyfiologifls  are  not  agreed  on  the 
refpirative  operation  in  the  animal  (Economy. 
I  {ball  not  firm  up  the  variety  of  opinions 
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on  that  head,  but  advance  mv  fentiments  on 

* 

that  fund.ion,  from  whence  I  fhall  deduce 
my  analogy, 

37.  I  hold  it  then,  that  nothing  is  more 
eflential  to  life,  and  the  prefervation  of  it, 
than  a  continual  exchange  of  air  throughout 
the  circulations  of  fluids  in  every,  even  the 
minuted  part  in  the  animal  mechanifm. 
This  exchange  of  frefb,  with  the  foul  air, 
is  the  principal  operation  of  refpiration. 

38  The  blood  that  is  circulated  through 
the  lungs  by  the  pulmonary  artery  is  more  in 
quantity,  in  the  fame  fpace  of  time,  than  the 
whole  bulk  of  blood  in  the  fyftem  befides. 

39  During  this  rapid  circulation,  every  par¬ 
ticle  of  blood  undergoes  this  exchange  of  air. 
That  portion  of  air  which  is  received  by  in- 
fpiration,  being  abforbed  by  the  flow  pro- 
grefs  of  the  pulmonary  vein,  (whofe  ramifi¬ 
cations  fpread  into  every  veiicle)  impreg¬ 
nates  the  whole  fanguineous  mafs ;  whilft 
the  arterial  ramifications  lend  out  from  all 
their  ofticula  anaftomoling  with  lymphatic 
veflels  conne&ed  with  the  pulmonary  ve~ 
ficulae,  that  portion  of  exhalation  which  is 
excreted  by  the  lungs ;  infomuch,  that  the 
air  which  is  infpired,  or  received,  is  wholly 

B  b  3  the 
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different  from  the  breath  which  we  expires 

the  latter  being  putrefcent  exhalations  in 

which  real  air  has  the  lead  fhare. 

« 

40.  Whilft  now,  not  only  a  doe  degree 
of  circulation  of  the  fluids  in  the  fyflem 
muff  depend  on  a  free  circulation  of  the  air ; 
not  only  on  hydroftatic  principles  of  natural 

philofophy,  namely,  rendering  the  internal 
interftices  in  the  fyftem  able  to  counter¬ 
balance  the  external  atmofphere  ^  but  from 
the  natural  neceffity  of  exhaling  from  the 
fyflem  the  alkalefcent  vapours  from  the  mafs 
of  blood,  which  is  unavoidably  neceffary  to 
prevent  a  putrefcent  decay  :  I  fay,  whilft  a 
due  circulation  of  the  blood  depends  upon 
a  free  circulation  ©1  air  throughout  the 
whole  fyflem,  it  cannot  fail  that  when  the 
function  of  refpiration  is  impaired,  the  fluids 
muft  be  defective  in  their  courfe,  and  dege¬ 
nerate  -info  corruption- 

.  41.  And  iince  the  lymphatic  fyflem  is  in¬ 
dued  with  the  leafl  elafticity,  not  having  na¬ 
tural  ftrength  fuflicient  to  exert  themfelves 
to  enable  them  to  pufli  forward  the  fluids, 
when  their  ofticula  are  clofed  up,  to  receive 
freih  air,  they  muft  not  only  fill,  but,  be¬ 
ing  filled  beyond  their  natural  extenfion* 

the^ 
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they  mud  burft,  and  pour  their  contents  in¬ 
to  iuch  cells  as  give  way  to  the  extravafa- 
ted  fluid. 

42.  It  is  from  adual  fads  in  nature,  that 
we  are  rendered  capable  to  make  Inch  ob~ 
fervations  as  to  draw  our  mod  ufeful  infe- 

Fences  : - and  cbferving  a  patient  in  a 

Dropfy,  we  (hall  always  find  the  difeafe  at¬ 
tended  with  a  difficulty  of  breathing  (which 
too  frequently  proceeds  from  adual  difeafed 
lu  ngs)  and  obftruded  perfpiration  of  the 
difeafed  part.  But  what  fupports  this  opi¬ 
nion  the  more  is  the  examination  of  difeafed 
patients  after  death  ;  and  in  fuch  cafes  I 
have  almoft  always  found  the  lungs,  as  well 
as  other  vifcera,  in  a  very  difeafed  date. 

43.  It  may,  however,  be  objeded  to  this, 
that  probably  the  difficulty  of  breathing, 
and  the  decay  of  the  lungs  and  the  various 
vifcera,  may  proceed  from  the  Dropfy  ;  or, 
as  fome  have  accounted  for  it,  that  the  ex- 
panfion  of  the  abdominal  parts  prefies  upon 
the  diaphragma,  thereby  narrowing  the  pec¬ 
toral  cavity,  and  fo  confining  the  lungs, 
makes  them  play  with  lefs  cafe  -y  or  that  the 
difeafe  gradually  fpreads  the  morbid  effeds 

B  b  4  on 
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on  the  longs  and  yifcera.  But  the  hi  (lory 
from  the  patients  mull  convince  us  to  the 
contrary  ;  and  I  mall  hold  it  for  granted, 
that  the  Dropfy  arifes  principally  from  a  de- 
fed:  in  the  refpirative  organs  ;  to  which  we 
may  add*  as  a  concurrent  cauie,  a  confine- 
tion  of  the  pores,  or  emundorial  oiliculse  of 
the  lymphatic  fyflem. 

44.  It  remains  then  laftly  to  explain 
what  kind  of  a  defed  in  the  refpirative  or¬ 
gans  gives  rife  to  the  Dropfy  3  fince  daily 
experience  confirms,  that  at  leafl  as  many, 
if  not  more/  labour  under  aflhmatic  com¬ 
plaints,  and  confirmed  confiimptions  with¬ 
out  the  Dropfy,  than  are  oppreffed  with  this 
dire  difeafe. 

45.  To  this  I  would  anfwer,  that  this 
kind  of  difeafed  refpiration,  or  the  efFed  re- 
fulting  from  it,  depends  in  a  great  meafure 
on  the  natural  or  acquired  conflitution  of 
the  patient  :  thus,  for  example,  the  Dropfy 
is  more  peculiar  to  corpulent  people,  that 
either  have  been  corpulent  in  confequence 
of  repletion,’  or  have  a  propensity  to  obeiity, 
than  to  thofe  of  athletic,  or  thin,  or  con- 
ftrided*  fibred  con  hi  tut  ions  3  but,  more  efpe- 

cially. 
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dally  fuch  as  are  or  have  been  very  fat  ;  for 
the  fat  lodged  in  the  cellulae  ayipofe,  or  in¬ 
ternally  about  the  vifcera,  being  abforbed  or 
wafted  by  ficknefs  or  otherwife,  the  cells, 
being,  again  collapfed,  retain  a  flaccidity, 
ana  are  readier  to  receive  the  extravafated 
lympfi  which  is  diverted  from  its  ordinary 
courfe. 

46.  In  fupport  of  this  argument,  we  find 
women  advanced  in  years,  who  had  been 
very  fat,  and  men  of  lax  habits,  oftener  fuf- 
fer  in  this  malady  than  irritable  confutati¬ 
ons,  who  from  the  fame  defedt  in  the  re- 
fpirative  organs,  or  from  obftrudted  perfpi- 
ration,  are  hurried  into  more  acute  difeafes ; 
and,  inflead  oi  linking  under  the  pituitous 
extravafated  humour,  fall  a  facrifice  to  acri¬ 
mony  of  a  (harper  or  more  putrefcent  na¬ 
ture,  which  hurries  them  off*  the  ftage  with¬ 
out  a  dropficai  complaint. 

47.  So  much  then  for  the  predifpofing  caufe 
cf  dropfies  in  general  ;  and  now  I  (hall  pro¬ 
ceed  to  make  fome  obfcrvations  on  the  cu- 

•  m 

rative  indications  of  their  various  kinds. 
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PART  II. 


**9 

Of  the  An  afar  c  a . 

48.  The  Anafarca  is  when  the  oedema- 
tons  fwelling  is  univeffal  in  the  external  te¬ 
guments.,  commencing  from  the  inferior  ex¬ 
tremities,  and  afcending  gradually  upwards 
about  the  whole  fabric. 

49.  This  difeafe  may  be  of  two  different 
kinds,  namely  proceeding  from  debility  of 
the  vafcular  fibres  in  a  leucophlegmatic  ha¬ 
bit  3  or  it  may  be  the  confequence  of  acute 
difeafes  having  corrupted  the  mafs  of  blood, 
and  emaciated  the  conflitution. 

50.  If  there  is  no  more  combination  of 
difeafe  than  what  appears  to  view,  the  cure 
of  an  Anafarca  is  not  fo  difficult,  if  proper 
remedies  are  applied  ;  efpecially  if  the  ha¬ 
bit  is  on  the  rifing  fide  of  the  meridian 
acme,  and  the  lungs  are  not  too  far  gone. 
All  depends  in  that  cafe,  on  three  curative 
indications.  Firft,  to  remove  the  various 
obflruftions ;  Secondly,  to  annihilate  the 
acrimony  in  the  fyftem  5  and  Thirdly,  to 
brace  up  the  relaxed  fibres. 
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When  an  Anafarca  is  in  that  Ample  lHte, 
it  ought  to  be  termed  a  leucophlegmatic } 
Anafarca  ;  as  the  fault  is  principally  in  the 
conftitution,  and  indeed  too,  in  the  manner 
of  living. — Hence  lax-fibred  habits  in  cold 
moift  climates,  living  low,  on  cold  farinaci- 
ous  and  fluggifh  food,  and  having  lit&le  ex- 
ercife,  are  rendered  liable  to  dropfical  com¬ 
plaints  j  particularly  after  agues,  or  heavy 
fluxes,  or  the  like  debilitating  diforders :  and 
this  too  frequently  falls  to  the  lot  of  coun¬ 
try  people,  or  foldiers  in  heavy  campaigns, 
particularly  in  wet  feafons. 

51.  The  patient  in  that  cafe,  has  a  cachec¬ 
tic  afped,  and  feels  an  univerfal  laflitude. — 
The  legs  firft  begin  to  fwell  of  an  evening, 
and  the  face  is  bloated  in  the  morning. 
The  appetite  fails,  the  urine  becomes  fpa- 
ring,  perforation  obftruded,  and  as  the  pa¬ 
tient  continues  to  fwell  and  blotch  from  be¬ 
low  upwards,  he  inclines  to  drink,  becomes 
drouthy  and  feverifh. 

52.  In  fhort  there  is  a  depraved,  and  as  I 
may  fay,  a  retrograde  circulation  in  the  whole 
fyftem,  and  all  the  fluids  which  either  are 
taken  by  the  alimentary  canal,  or  that  the 

boc|y 
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body  abforbes  from  the  circumambient  air, 
are  evidently  extravafated  in  the  lymphatic 
fyftem  j  and  the  evacuating  organs  are  either 
conftridtedj  or  debilitated  from  performing 
their  fundtions  in  the  excreting  the  fuper- 
fluous  or  excrementitious  fluid  trom  the  fy¬ 
ftem. 

53.  Cathartics  and  diuretics  are  the  general 
curative  indications  recommended  ;  and  often 
bleeding  is  practiced,  when  the  patient  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  plethoric.  The  two  firftare  in¬ 
deed  rational  enough,  in  the  firft  irate  of  an 
Anafarca,  when  the  conflitution  is  yet  robuft, 
and  has  tone  and  irritability  of  fibres  enough 
to  be  excited  to  fitch  evacuations.  But  I  mu  ft 
protfcft  again  ft  bleeding  at  all  events,  as  be¬ 
ing  abfolutely  pernicious  in  every  kind  of 
Dropfy  1  as  the  already  impoverished  and 
debilitated  fyftem  mult  hereby  be  yet  more 
reduced,  and  this  muft  increafe  the  difeafe 
inftead  of  leffening  it. 

54.  Cathartics  are  recommended  of  the 
hrifker  kind  ;  it  is  however  well  worth  our 
notice  to  inquire  from  what  caufe :  to  which  I 
fliall  only  obferve,  that  as  the  fyftem  in  ge¬ 
neral  is  ftnggifh,  Carthartics  of  the  ft i ulu¬ 
lating 
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latingkind  may  poffibly  irritate  the  inteftinal 
canal,  and  the  whole  nervous  fabric  to  a  fa'lu- 
tary  excretion  ;  but  whoever  builds  his  cure 
on  that  principle,  will  oftener  be  miflaken, 
than  he  will  fucceed.~ — Nay,  if  not  cauti- 
oufly  adminiftered,  may  put  the  patient  be¬ 
yond  fche  hope  of  a  cure,  convert  a  leuco- 
phlegmatic  to  a  malignant  Anafarca ;  and  to 
an  external  extravafation  of  water,  add  an 
Afcites  and  internal  defufions  of  corrupted 
humour,  which  too  often  have  been  the  dire¬ 
ful  confequences  of  repeated  draftic  Hydra*- 
gogues. 

cy.  In  the  next  place,  if  we  confider 
diuretics  in  general,  I  am  afraid  w7e  lhall  find 
ourfelves  very  much  miftaken  in  our  medical 
idea  of  that  kind  of  evacuative  operation.  It 
is  very  true  that  faline,  fpirituous,  balfamic, 
aromatic  ftimulants  have  proved  diuretic  ;  but 
let  us  not  forget  at  the  fame  time,  that  thofe 
very  medicaments  that  have  been  deemed 
diuretics  in  the  various  fyftems  of  matera 
medica  (if  our  experience  entitles  us  to  the 
like  obfervations)  have  often,  too  often  pro¬ 
ved  quite  the  reverfe,  and  added  to  a  bare 
paucity  of  urine  a  painful,  nay,  even  a  dan¬ 
gerous 
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gerous  ifchuria  or  obftrudion  of  urine. 
What  avails  then  *our  pompous  theory, 
if  we  are  not  guided  by  the  circumfpedive 
eye  of  experience,  but  to  control  nature, 
contrary  to  her  facred  laws  ? 

56.  With  refped  to  the  rigid  order  of  de« 
priving  the  poor  patient  from  drinking,  I  can 
only  obferve,  that  fuch  method  is  not  only 
cruel,  but  as  irrational  as  depriving  him  from 
food.  We  have  Inftances  that  patients  have 
fhaken  off  the  yoke  of  medical  tyranny,  obey¬ 
ed  the  dictates  of  nature,  and  got  cured. 

57.  But  let  me  not  be  underftood  wholly 
to  rejed  the  methods  I  have  here  in  the 
general  protefted  againft,  as  curative  in¬ 
dications,  Circumftances  muft  dired  the 

judgment - Cathartics  and  diuretics  may 

have  their  good  purpofes  j  a  watchful  eye 
fliould  however  be  had  to  the  effeds,  and 

1 

never  let  them  be  attempted  a  fecond  time, 
except  the  fir  ft  trial  may  emthorife  the  pro¬ 
ceeding  with  falutary  effect. 

58.  Having  made  thefe  introdudory  obfer- 
vations  I  (hall  proceed  to  the  method  which 
I  found  mofir  beneficial  ;  and  fhall  hope  thofe 
who  will  follow  the  famedteps  will  find  to 

their 
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their  fatisfadtion,  their  endeavours  will  be 
crowned  with  equal  fuccefs. 

59.  Before  I  proceed,  I  muft  beg  leave 
to  obferve,  that,  amongft  all  the  numberlefs 
medicaments  in  the  whole  materia  medica, 
there^is  none  I  hold  in  fo  high  eftima- 
tion,  as  mercury  and  its  preparations,  the 
herculean  queller  of  all  animal  acrimony. 
All  the  reft  I  hold  only  as  auxiliary  aids, 
occafionally  to  be  called  in,  to  affift  this 
grand  and  univerfal  medicine. 

60.  Let  it  however  be  obferved,  at  the  fame 
time,  fuperior  to  all  others  as  it  is,  it  iliould 
be  adminiftered  with  the  greateft  judgment, 
circumfpecftion,  and  caution.  It  muft  be  ad¬ 
miniftered  in  proportion  to  the  conftitution. 
— Never  in  fo  great  dofes  as  to  make  nature 
revolt  j  but  io,  as  it  may  be  kindly  received 
in  the  fyftem  and  penetrate  into  the  moft 
minute  parts,  to  operate  as  an  antacrid  and 
deobftruent  medicine. 

61.  The  firft  ftep  in  the  cure  of  a  leuco- 
phlegmatic  Anafarca,  particularly  in  thecom- 
mencement  of  the  diforder,  if  the  habit  is  yet 
not  too  much  emaciated,  is  an  emetic  ;  and 
indeed  of  the  mercurial  kind.  Here  the  tur- 

peth 
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peth  is  of  excellent  ufe.  and,  if  properly  ma¬ 
naged,  will  often  produce  furprizing  effedts 
in  all  the  various  fpecies  of  leucophlegmatic 
difeafes  •,  particularly  if  the  obftrudtion  pro¬ 
ceeds  from  vifcidity  of  the  fluids,  or  flacci- 
dity  of  the  fibres  :  and  I  have  often  experi¬ 
enced,  that  a  well-timed  emetic  has  broke 
at  once  the  neck  of  an  obftinate  ague,  jaun¬ 
dice,  cachexy  and  Anafarca,  at  a  time  when 
they  have  bid  defiance  to  many  other  appli¬ 
cations. 

R.  Pulv.  Ipecac.gr.  x.  ad  xx. 

Turpeth.  miner,  gr.  i.  ad  ii.  vel  in. 

Syr.  &  aq.  q.  s. 

M.  f.  hauft.  Emet. 

62.  Whatever  has  been  alleaged,  by  va¬ 
rious  writers  on  that  fubjedt,  that  a  pa¬ 
tient  in  a  Dropfy  fhould  be  debarred  from 
drinking,  I  would  neverthelefs  recommend 
this  emetic  to  be  worked  off  with  drinking 
plentifully  during  the  operation  j  and  that  of 
bare  lukewarm  water,  only. 

63.  If  the  patient  is  of  a  delicate  conftitu- 
tion,  fo  that  the  turpeth  fhould  be  fufpe&ed  of 
being  too  draftic,  let  calomel  be  fubftituted 
in  its  place,  frdm  one  grain  up  to  three, 
but  no  more.  The  white  precipitate  in  this 

cafe 
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cafe  is  alfo  excellent  from  one  grain  to  two 
in  the  emetic. 

64. If  this  emetic  ihouldproducean  univerfal 
perfpiration  and  promote  a  urinary  difcharge, 
there  is  the  greateft  hope  of  fpeedy  fuccefs. 

65.  In  the  next  place,  I  would  recommend 
the  following  eleCtuary. 

R.  Rob.  Samb.  Jiii. 

Sal.  Mart.  3  ii. 

Calom.  prsep.  9ifs. 

Ol.  Menth.  pip.  gr.  x.  ad  xy. 

M.  f.  Eleft. 

Quant.  Ncuc.  Mofat.  mane  2c  Vefp.  fumend. 

66.  There  are  many  difeafes,  in  which  a  low 
regimen  is  requiflte,  where  the  patient  fhould 
drink  nothing  but  thin  diluting  liquids.  But 
it  would  be  far  from  being  beneficial  here. 
The  drink  fhould  be  of  the  warm  vinous 
kind,  and  often  ftrong  fpirituous  liquors  will 
prove  very  beneficial.-— The  diet  (hould  be 
fparing,  but  of  the  heft  kind  5  high  feafoned 
food,  accompanied  with  warm  and  aromatic 
condiments,  horferadifh,  muftard,  garlick, 
Cayan  pepper  and  other  fpices  in  modera¬ 
tion,  is  allowable  ;  but  all  farinacious,  in¬ 
active  diet,  and  flops  are  prejudicial. 

C  c 
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67.  Baths  in  theDropfy  havebecn  condemn¬ 
ed,  and  indeed  with  juftice,  few  excepted* 
Frefh  water  baths,  either  warm  or  cold,  are  at 

all  events  to  be  avoided  :  as  they  encreafe  the 

*  * 

humidity  of  the  body  and  tend  only  to  relax 
the  already  debilitated  fibres.  But  it  is  quite 
different  with  fpirituous  faline  or  chalibeated 
baths  \  for  thofe  Simulating  the  expanded 
fibres  of  the  tumefied  parts,  become  a  fpur 
to  their  adlons,  by  which  they  are  braced 
and  excited  to  con  trad:  and  difengage  them- 
felves  from  their  obnoxious  burthen.  Be- 
fides,  if  there  can  be  found  a  diuretic  me¬ 
dicine  to  operate  with  any  degree  of  certain¬ 
ty,  it  is  that  of  a  cold  pediluvium.  In  praife 
of  which  I  cannot  fay  too  much,  having  been 
a  witnefs  to  its  falutary  eflfds,  even  in  the 
mod  defpcrate  obftrudions  of  urine,  where 
life  has  been  defpaired  of. 

R.  Sp.  Vin.  c. 

Acet.  Vin.  c,  aa.  ad  Cong.  j> 

Sal.  Mart.  |iij. 

Merc.  fubl.  cor.  ^i. 
f.  Eal. 

68.  To  this  com  portion  may  be  added  as 
much  dccodion  of  the  Peruvian,  orof  the  com¬ 
mon  oak  bark,  as  may  be  deemed  requifite,  or 

indeed 
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indeed  all  may  be  boiled  together.  In  this 
bath  at  leaft  the  feet  fhould  be  put  ;  or  if 
the  Anafarca  is  univerfal,  the  whole  body 
might  be  immerfed.  If  the  patient  is  fxrong 
enough,  I  would  have  it  ufed  cold  ;  during 
which  operation,  warm,  vinous,  or  even 
fpirituous  liquors,  may  be  given,  to  fupport 
the  vital  operations  within,  whilft  the  ex¬ 
ternal  furface  is  braced  without  :  but  if  the 
patient  is  rather  weak  and  too  much  ema¬ 
ciated  to  fuftain  fuch  refrigeration,  the  bath 
may  previoufly  be  heated  with  a  hot  iron. 
This  bath  fhould  be  often  repeated,  at  lead 
tvyice  a  day ;  from  which,  in  many  cafes, 
much  benefit  may  be  expedted  s  and  particu¬ 
larly  if  it  promotes  a  urinary  difcharge,  it 
is  fure  to  fucceed. 

6 9. Bandages  to  be  applied  from  the  under 
extremities  upwards,  have  often  proved  of 
lingular  fervice  ; — but  a  circumfpedt  regard 
fhould  be  had  to  the  refpiration  of  the  pati¬ 
ent  ;  and  it  fhould  be  omitted  if  the  breath 
is  fhort  and  defective ;  when  however  the 
refpiration  is  tolerably  good,  and  the  fore- 
mentioned  remedies  have  fo  far  promifed 
iuccefs  as  to  promote  urine,  bandagious 
fwathings  will  greatly  promote  the  firm- 

C  c  2  nefs 
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nefs  of  the  tone  of  the  fibres,  and  help  to 
.expel  the  extravafated  lymph; 

70.  When  bandages  have  been  applied,  they 
fhould  be  fomented  with  warm  fpirituous  and 
antifeptic  embrocations,  as  for  example, 

F< ,  Sp.  Vin.  c.  carnpb. 

T.  Peruv.  aa.  §iii. 

Merc,  fubl.  cor,  gr,  vj.  m. 

yi.To  which  fome  good  claret  may  be  ad¬ 
ded,  and  warm  poured  on  the  bandages. 

72. Whenthe  Anafarcous  patient  is  fo  much 
diftended,  as  to  advife  a  pofitive  difchargc 
of  the  humour,  great  caution  and  circum- 
fpe&ion  ought  to  be  had  in  regard  to  the 
conftitution  of  the  patient,  and  the  peculiar 
kind  of  Dropfy  he  labours  under;  for  accor¬ 
ding  to  thofe  circumftances,  this  operation 
will  terminate  with  good  or  bad  fuccefs. 

73. Pundtures,  fcarifications,  blifters,  iftues, 
fetons  and  cauteries,  have  had  all  their  turns, 
with  good  or  evil  confequences,  agreeable 
to  the  judicious  or  injudicious  timing  and 
application  of  them.  In  the  yet  young  and 
robuft  conftitution,  where  nature  is  in  the 
thing  period,  fuccefs  may  be  expedted  from 

external 
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external  outlets,  as  long  as  we  are  careful 
not  to  penetrate  deeper  than  the  expanded 
teguments. — But  however  cautious  we  adt 
with  the  old  emaciated  and  corrupted  con¬ 
futation,  (as  I  (hall  prefently  take  notice  of) 
hazard  and  danger  will  frequently  attend; 
as  Hippocrates,  our  worthy  father  of  pbyfic, 
judicioufly  obferved  ;  and  he  adds,  that  the 
diforder  is  commonly  mortal. 

74.  In  the  cold  and  fluggifii  confutation, 
large  epifpafHcs  have  proved  fuccefsful ;  but 
the  lores  they  have  made,  have  always  been 
troublefome  to  heal,  and  fometimes  they 
have  even  caufed  mortification  in  the  parts. 
Adtual  or  potential  cauteries  have  alfo  pro¬ 
ved  fuccefsful,  but  oftener  injurious  and  fa¬ 
tal. 

75.  The  Egyptians  were  fond  of  fetons  ; 
Galen  advifed  pundtures ;  but  Celfus  recom¬ 
mended  fcarifications  ;  which  feerns  the 
moft  innocent  and  fafe  method  of  all,  and 
in  favour  of  which  from  my  own  experience, 
I  muil  fpeak  with  the  higheft  commendati¬ 
ons,  where  an  external  outlet  of  the  ex- 
Ira  vafa  ted  humour  of  an  anafarcous  patient 
is  requifite. 
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y6.  When  a  patient  in  a  leucophlegmatic 
Anafarca  is  fo  overwhelmed  with  extravafa- 
ted  humour  as  to  become  a  burthen  to  him- 
fe If ;  and  more  especially,  if  emetics,  ca¬ 
thartics,  diuretics,  pediluviums  and  ban¬ 
dages  fhould  have  proved  ineffectual,  I 
would  without  lofs  of  time  proceed  to  fca- 
rification,  and  particularly  on  the  lower  ex¬ 
tremities,  and  fuch  places  where  the  water 
feems  moil  ex trava fated, 

77. In  the  general  the  legs  are  mod.  diftend- 
ed ;  for  though  the  circulation  in  the  fyftem, 
in  the  found  Hate,  in  no  wife  depends  on  the 
laws  of  gravitation,  yet  in  patients  of  that 
clafs,  as  the  fibres  lofe  their  natural  tone, 
the 'humours  mu  ft  consequently  gravitate  to 
the  lower  extremities.  If  the  foals  of  the 
feet  are  puffed  up  (as  fornetimes  is  the  cafe) 
the  fcarifications  fhould  commence  there  the 
fir  ft,  and  fo  on  gradually  as  circumftances 
(hall  ooint  out.  If  the  fc-arification  is  fuc- 

i. 

cefsfulffo  as  to  drain  the  water  off,  bandages 
fhould  diligently  be  applied  to  comprefs  the 
emotied  ceils  and  refiore  the  tone  of  the  fi- 

L 

bres  i  and  the  above  embrocations  ihould  be 
applied  warm  to  the  fcarified  parts.  Some¬ 
times 
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times  the  extravafated  lymph  is  fo  vifcid  and 
nutuitous,  as  not  to  follow  immediately  the 
operation  ;  but  this  fhould  not  deter  the 
operator,  for  if  the  anafarcous  part  is  a- 
nointed  with  the  following  liniments,  we 
will  find,  that  fuch  vifeidity  will  foon  be¬ 
come  attenuated  j  and  they  will  prove  highly 
beneficial,  not  only  to  promote  a  drain,  but  to 
prevent  the  bad  confequences  which  the  fca- 

rifled  parts  of  dropfical  patients  are  fubjedt  to. 

*  \  * 

R.  Liniment  Sapon.  Jiiij. 

Sp.  Sal.  Armon. 

Ungu.  Caerul.  fort.  aa.  Jii. 

M.  s.  a.  f.  Liniment. 

78.  On  the  other  hand  again,  the  water  is 
often  fo  fluid  as  to  drain  off  from  the  whole 
body  with  wonderful  expedition.  In  this 
cafe  the  fpirituous  embrocations  are  highly 
beneficial  j  ana  great  care  fhould  be  had  to 
keep  the  drained  parts  together  with  ban¬ 
dages  i  for  when  the  veficular  fyftem  colapfes 
after  being  emptied,  the  parts  are  apt  to  have 
a  putrefeent  tendency,  and  endanger  the  pati¬ 
ent,  if  artificial  fupport  does  not  immediately 
fupply  the  natural  one, 

C  c  4 
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79.  Hitherto  1  have  turned  my  attention 
principally  to  the  Anafarca  of  the  leuco- 
phlegmatic  kind,  and  that  which  Amply  af- 
fedteth  the  *  cellular  fubftance  in  the  cutis, 
or  cellular  adipofe.  I  muft  alfo  remind 
my  reader  of  what  I  have  faid  above 
refpefting  the  various  caufes.  ,  When  an 
Anafarca  therefore  is  the  confequence  of 
a  tedious  quartan  ague,  a  heavy  flux,  ob- 
firudlion  of  the  menfes,  from  a  low  mife- 
rable  diet,  living  in  low  wet  countries,  or 
from  a  natural  flaccidity  of  fibres  in  the  con- 
ftitution,  without  adtual  hurt  of  the  vifcera, 
the  cure  may  almoft  be  pronounced  certain, 
if  proper  remedies  are  applied ;  and  I  will 
will  venture  to  foretel,  that  the  above  me¬ 
thod  of  treating  fuch  kind  of  patients,  will 
happily  prove  fuccefsful,  particularly  if  the 
patient  is  kept  warm  and  comfortable,  (to 
which  we  mu  ft  add)  and  lives  well  during 
the  cure. 

80. But  I  (hall  now  fay  fomething  relating 
to  an  Anafarca  of  a  more  malignant  nature* 
which  takes  its  commencement  from  dif- 
eafes  of  the  vifcera  alter  preceding  ailments, 
by  which  the  eonftitution  is  wholly  ema¬ 
ciated  3  and  what  is  worfe  in  an  adtual  ftate 

.  *  of 
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a  * 

of  corruption.  This  melancholy  diforder  is 
freqn  tiy  the  lot  of  drunkards,  and  debau¬ 
chees  but  it  is  as  often  the  lot  of  the  fo- 
ber,  the  virtuous,  the  good  !  a  worthy  fa¬ 
ther,  and  oftener  an  amiable  mother  of 
many  children  ! 

81. Tftephyucian  of  humanity  who  lends aa 

attentive  ear  to  the  fad  tale  of  pad:  and  pre- 
fent  complaint,  will  if  the  emotions  of  com¬ 
panion  predominate  over  pecuniary  interelf, 
frequently  be  at  a  lofs  where  to  begin  his 
feeble  efforts  to  aid  his  oppreffed  patient  ! 

82.  The  Anafarca  I  here  fpeak  of,  is  that 
where  the  patient’s  period  of  life  is  in  the  e- 
vening  of  nature ;  the  conflitution  emaciated, 
the  fibres  lax  and  debilitated,  the  humours 
poor  and  acrimonious,  and  what  is  the  part 
word:  of  all,  loaded  with  various  other  dif- 
eafes  of  the  vital  organs,  added  to  the  infir-, 
mities  of  the  natural  functions. 

-  V  . 

8^.  In  this  cafe  the  patient  is  fometimes 
overwhelmed  with  a  deluge  of  corrupt  hu¬ 
mour,  whilfthe  labours  under  a  difficulty  of 
breathing  ;  and  it  is  feldom  that  an  Anafarca 
of  the  acrimonious  kind,  under  which  peo¬ 
ple  in  years  labour,  is  without  an  Afcites, 

Tympanites, 
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Tympanites,  or  mod  of  the  other  fpecies 
of  Dropfy. 

84. From  the  defcription  of  this  malignant 
Anaiarca,  in  diftinCtion  from  the  former  leu- 
cophlegmatic,  vve  fee  how  neceffary  it  is 
for  the  judicious  phyfician  to  infpeCt  his  pa¬ 
tient  with  the  eyes  of  Argus,  before  he  forms 
his  prognoftic,  and  determines  on  his  cura¬ 
tive  indications. 

8t-  But  however  bad  we  find  the  patient, 
it  behoves  us  to  alleviate  his  or  her  affliCti- 
on  with  the  balm  of  hope ;  and  whatever 
fig  ns’ we  find  that  befpeakevil  predictions,  we 
ffiould  not  be  too  hafty  in  making  them  con- 
clufive  ;  but  whilft  there  is  any  glimmering 
hope  left,  try  our  utmoft.  For  nature  often 
has  been  pleafed  to  aid  art  fo  effectually,  that 
even  thoie  whom  fentence  of  death  has  been 
paft  on  have  recovered  again  ft  all  expecta¬ 
tion.  - 

86. The  acrimonious  or  malignant  Anafar- 
ca  is  always  attended  with  a  fever,  the  afpeCt 
is  cadaverous,  the  furface  of  the  ikin  is  be- 
ftrewed  with  red  and  livid  fpots,  the  third: 
is  incgllant,  the  urine  is  fparing,  (harp  and 

difficult* 
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difficult,  and,  what  is  mod  grievous,  the  pa¬ 
tient  breathes  with  the  utmod  difficulty. 

87.  With  refpeft  to  the  fever,  a  full  hard 
pulfe  is  the  bed,  and  a  weak,  fmall  and 
quick  pulfe  the  word.  In  the  fird  in¬ 
dance,  bleeding  has  been  recommended,  par¬ 
ticularly  if  the  patient  has  been  apt  to  bleed 
at  the  nofe  ;  but  I  will  venture  to  fay,  that 
not  one  out  of  a  thoufand  have  recovered 
who  have  been  thus  treated.  Bleeding  ia 
the  Dropfy  of  whatever  kind  I  mud  difap- 
prove  of;  but  in  the  acrimonious  Anafarca 
it  ought  to  be  deemed  almod  fatal,  as  in¬ 
deed  it  has  proved  too  often. 

8 8.  Cathartics  alfo  fhould  be  ufed  with  the 
utmod  caution  ;  for  the  emaciated  bowels 
are  too  often  rendered  more  debilitated  by 
cathartics,  particularly  if  the  habit  is  acri¬ 
monious  or  fcorbutic.  And  although  we 
have  indances,  that  a  diarrhea,  whether  pro¬ 
duced  by  art  or  nature,  has  happily  cured 
a  Droply  ;  yet  in  the  cafe  we  are  now  treat¬ 
ing  of,  the  patient  has  oftener  dolen  away 
to  the  grave,  when  both  the  phyfician  and 
friends  have  had  the  greated  hopes  of  reco¬ 
very, 

$ 
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89 -Diuretics  have  ftill  been  more  deceitful, 
uncertain,,  and  hurtful,  than  the  former  ;  and 

particularly  fo,  if  the  poor  patient,  at  the 
time  of  ufing  thofe  ftimulants,  has  been  de¬ 
barred  from  drinking. 

90.  Sudorifics  hgve  often  been  attempted, 
but  in  vain ;  In  this  operation  however  the 
patient  is  in  general  not  kept  warm  enough, 
for  I  know  of  no  diforder  where  a  patient  re¬ 
quires  more  warmth  than  in  this,  infomuch 
that  a  feorching  or  even  a  painful  fire  has 
been  comfortable  to  a  patient  in  the  Dropfy ; 
which  is  a  circumftance  highly  worthy  the 
phyficians  notice, 

91.  Laftly,  if  we  confider  the  abfolute  ne- 
ceffity  of  relieving  the  poor  patient  from  the 
overwhelming  humour,  we  ought  here  alfo 
to  ufe  the  greateft  caution  ;  for  as  the  ex- 
travafated  humour  in  a  malignant  Anafarca 
is  in  a.ftate  of  actual  corruption,  the  whole 
fyflem  is  in  that  depraved  ftate  that  the  leaft 
wound  is  apt  to  mortify,  and  fpread  its  mor¬ 
tification  over  the  whole  fyftem  ;  yet  what 
can  we  do’  better  or  more  for  the  patient 
if  neceffity  calls  for  it.  However  if  we 
are  careful  .and  ufe  proper  antifeptics,  v/e 

have 
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have  not  much  to  fear 3  indeed,  for  my  own 
part,  I  have  been  fortunate  enough  to  quell 
the  moil  cadaverous  mortifications,  whilft 
there  was  yet  life  in  the  patient ;  luch  are  the 
virtues  of  mercury  when  judicioufly  applied. 

92. To  conclude,  the  patient  labouring  un¬ 
der  an  acrimonous  Anafarca  may  be  fuppofed 
at  beft  but  half  alive.  A  well-timed  emetic 
and  particularly  of  the  mercurial  kind,  will 
work  great  alteration  3  it  will  open  the  flug- 
gilh,  lethargic  and  debilitated,  conftridted 
exuding  emundlories  3  but  in  this  too, 
the  maft  falutary  ftep,  circumfpection 
fhould  be  ufed,  left  the  patient  be  too 
far  gone  to  undergo  the  operation.  When 
this  firft  ftep  has  had  its  defired  effedts,  to 
caufe  a  ftool  or  two  extraordinary,  to  evacu¬ 
ate  the  urine  more  than  ordinary  and  to  pro¬ 
duce  perfpiration,  then  our  expedtation  will 
alfo  be  more  fanguine  3  and  now  is  our 
time  to  purfue  the  promifing  conqueft. 
But  here  at  this  juncture  is  the  touch-ftone 
of  judgment  5  which  muft  operate  fo  nice, 
that  it  is  hardly  poffible  to  prefcribe,  •  with¬ 
out  conftantly  obferving  the  circumftances 
of  the  patient  3  nor  ihall  I  in  this  place 

fay 
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fay  any  thing  more,  than  that  mercurials 
given  in  fmall  dofes  will  help  to  relax  con- 
ftriftions  and  to  afiuage  acrimony  ;  at  the 
fame  time  calefacients  and  aromatics  are  re- 
quifite  to  animate  the  animal  functions  j  af- 
tringents  to  brace  up  the  relaxed  fibres ;  an- 
tifeptics  to  counteract  or  correCt  the  fcorbu- 
tic  habit  j  and  whilft  nature  is  implored  to 
aid  our  friendly  nurfing,  let  us  confult  with 
parental  kindnefs  the  patient’s  ftomach  and 
inclination,  in  order  to  prop  up  the  decli¬ 
ning  fabric,  during  the  time  art  is  engaged 
to  bring  about  a  happy  revolution  (if  pofli- 
ble)  in  the  animal  commonwealth. 

93 .In  fhort,  whatever  method  has  been  re¬ 
commended  in  the  leucophlegmatic  is  ufe- 
ful  alfo  in  the  acrimonious  Anafarca ;  with 
this  difference,  that  the  conftitution  and  the 
emaciated  habit  fhould  be  well  confulted.  It 
is  in  vain  we  endeavour  to  adtmnifter  pecu¬ 
liar  medicines  according  to  the  different 
qualities  afcribed  to  tnem.  Cephalics, 
cardiacs,  and  the  like  appellations  have 
here  no.  meaning.  Whatever  benefit  wc 
do  in  one  part  of  the  fyftem,  we  ge-t 
nerally  bring  about  alio  in  another.  All 
depends  upon  counterpoifing  or  neutra¬ 
lizing 


* 
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liziug  the  animal  acrimony,  removing  ob- 
fixudtions,  and  giving  tone  to  the  fibres  ;  and 
nature  will  perform  the  red.  I  there¬ 
fore  take  my  leave  of  the  Anafarca,  and  pro¬ 
ceed  to  another  kind  of  Dropfy,  which  too 
often  is  the  attendant  of  this,  or  this  of 
that;  and  it  is  not  pofiible  to  form  a  judg¬ 
ment  of  one  fpecies  without  feme  knowledge 

of  every  other  fpecies,  at  leaft,  of  the  fame 
difeafe. 


Of  the  Afckes. 

94. Hitherto  we  have  confidered  the  patient 
as  labouring  under  the  Dropfy  in  the  cellular 
fubftance  of  the  fkin,  or  cellula  adipofii  ex¬ 
tending  betwixt  the  mufcles.  We  will  now 
confider  the  cafe  when  the  extravafated  hu¬ 
mour  fills  up  the  abdominal  cavity. 

95.  This  may  be  of  two  kinds,  either  a- 
mongft  the  abdominal  vifeera  within  the  pe¬ 
ritoneum,  or  betwixt  the  peritoneum  and  the 
abdominal  mufcles,  or  both.  Sometimes 
the  Alcites  is  fimple  and  confined  to  the  ab¬ 
domen  :  when  this  is  the  cafe  the  belly  alone 
is  extended,  fometimes  to  an  enormous  fize, 

whilft 
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whilft  the  whole  body  is  wafted  and  impo- 
veriftied ;  fometimes  an  Anafarca  is  adjoined, 
as  before  is  obferved. 

96.  Women  are  more  apt  to  fall  into  a 
Dropfy  of  the  belly  than  men  ;  and  particu¬ 
larly  thofe  who  have  had  many  children  and 
are  advanced  in  years,  efpecially  if  they  have 
been  fat  and  corpulent ;  the  caufe  of  which 
has  been  deduced  in  the  foregoing. 

97.  The  Afcites  has  as  many  various  degrees 
of  malignity  as  the  Anarfarca.  The  inten¬ 
tion  of  the  cure  refts  upon  the  fame  princi¬ 
ples,  and  the  fuccefs  depends  chiefly  on  the 
conftitution  we  have  to  deal  with. 

98. We  have  inftances  of  the  moft  miracu¬ 
lous  cures  performed  in  the  Afcites  by  hid¬ 
den  evacuations  of  the  extravafated  water, 
either  by  ftool,  urine  or  fweat.  Chance  and 
nature  have  for  the  moft  part  brought  them 
about ;  but  art  by  adlual  intention  to  do  fo, 
has  very  feldom  fucceeded  fo  well.  Eme¬ 
tics  however  have  ever  prov’d  beneficial, 
and  which  fhould  be  the  firft  ftep,  if  the 
conftitution  and  the  expanfion  of  the  abdo¬ 
men  will  admit  of  it.  After  which  the  fore¬ 
going 
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going  electuary,  or  if  the  confutation  is 
flaccid,  the  following, 

R.  Conferv.  Rofar.  §iii. 

Sal.  Mart.  3 ii. 

Calom.  prasp.  3i. 

«Aq.  Menth.  pip.  gt.  xx. 

M.  f.  Elett.  quant,  nuc.  mofchat.  man.  &  verfp.  lum. 

99  The  good  e fifed:  of  the  fait  of  fleel,  in 
dropfiical  diforders  is  great ;  and  I  have  fuc- 
ceeded  to  admiration,  particularly,  if  I  have 
added  a  mercurial  plafter  all  over  the  abdo¬ 
men,  when  the  patient  was  not  too  far  gone* 
It  is  a  method  which  in  future  will  hand 

in  need  of  very  little  improvement ; - at 

leaft  it  has  fo  much  certainty  of  fuc- 
cefs,  in  ordinary  cafes,  where  there  is  only 
a  flaccidity  of  fibres  in  the  fvftem,  and 
where  the  extrayafated  humour,  lymph, 
ferum,  or  whatever  we  may  pleafe  to  call 
it,  is  yet  mild,  and  not  excluded  from  cir¬ 
culation,  that  even,  fpeaking  mathematically, 
it  muft  cure  to  a  demonfiration,  and  cannot 
do  harm  in  the  word  cafe  poflible,  under 
the  guidance  of  a  judicious  phyfician. 

D  d  100  But 
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100  But  let  us  proceed  farther.  Suppofe 
we  fhould  fucceed  agreeable  to  the  promife  I 
have  here  made,  there  is  yet  much  to  be 
done  before  the  patient  is  reftored  to  a 
firm  fate  of  health.  There  is  nothing  fo 
common  as  a  patient  recovering  from  the 
Dropfy,  and  relapfing  again.  As  the  abdo¬ 
men  falls  away,  it  fhould  diligently  be  com- 
preffed  and  contra&ed,  either  by  continuing 
the  pi  after,  or  bandages,  or  both ;  the  o- 
pening  medicines  fhould  be  continued,  the 
the  tindure  of  the  bark  given,  and  the  fy- 
ftem  kept  warm  and  comfortable,  even  for 
a  confiderable  time,  till  the  veffels  have  re¬ 
covered  their  tone  again. 

101  But  when  the  colleded  water  in  the 
abdomen  has  remained  there  for  fome  time, 
it  is  apt  to  grow  fharp,  and  acrid  ;  and  be- 
fides  keeping  the  abdominal  vifeera  in  a 
degree  of  ulceration,  it  is  iometimes  lb  con¬ 
fined,  that  no  choice  feerns  to  be  left,  but  a 
paracentefis  to  give  it  vent.  What  there¬ 
fore  can  we  do  but  proceed  to  tapping,  even 
if  there  is  no  other  profped  than  a  tempo- 

*•  k 

rary  relief. 
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102  Various  are  the  opinions  on  the  per¬ 
forming  and  fuccefs  of  this  operation.  The 
antients  advifed,  not  to  take  all  the  water 
away  at  once,  as  it  was  liable  to  exhauft 
patient.  Some  of  the  moderns  think,  if  the 
parts  are  kept  clofe  after  the  operation  by 
bandages,  there  can  be  no  appreheniion  of 
any  ill  confequences  after  taking  ail  the  ex- 
travafated  humour  away.  Certain  it  is,  how¬ 
ever,  from  daily  experience,  that  very  often, 
after  tapping  the  patients  fteal  away  as 
in  a  fwoon,  even  when  the  bed:  precautions 
have  been  made  ufe  of.  The  truth  is,  that 
when  the  abdomen  has  been  diftended  by 
acrimonious  humour,  wherein  the  bowels 
have  been  macerated,  and  thence  become 
raw  and  fore,  if  at  once  the  water  in  that 
cafe  is  let  out,  bandages  are  not  fufficient  to 
preferve  the  contents  of  the  abdomen  in 
their  proper  places  :  add  to  this,  as  they 
now  collapfe,  and  are  liable  to  rub  again  ft 
each  other,  a  fphacelus  or  mortification  is  lia¬ 
ble  to  enfue,  and  the  more  fo,  as  the  ca¬ 
vity  of  the  abdomen  is  at  once  too  much 
emptied.  The  letting  the  water  out  in  this 
operation  is  the  leaft  art,  or  of  the  fmalleft 

D  d  2  confequencej 
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confequence;  the  thing  is  to  i’upport  the  pa¬ 
tient  after  the  operation,  and  to  make  it 
prove  falutary. — 

103  To  perform  this  operation  with  pro- 
mifing  fuccefs,  the  patient  fhould  be  leated  in 
a  convenient  chair,  near  a  very  good  fire.  A 
decollating  bandage  fhould  be  ready  round 
the  abdomen,  which  fhould  be  held  by  an 
afliffcant  on  each  fide  ready  to  contract,  as 
foon  as  the  water  begins  to  flow  :  when  all 
is  ready,  the  operator  fhould  thruft  his  tro- 
char  into  the  moft  convenient  place,  avoiding 
the  linea  alba.  When  the  water  flows,  the 
afiiftants  fhould  conftantly  comprefs  the  ab¬ 
domen  with  the  bandage,  fo  as  to  contrail 
as  the  belly  fails;  and  if  the  tumefadtion 

is  great,  the  water  fhould  not  be  let  out 
all  at  once,  but  part  preferved  to  a  future 
day. 

104  During  the  operation,  the  patient 
fhould  have  conftantly  fome  generous  wine,  or 
even  ftrong  fpirituous  cordials,  carminatives, 
and  calefaciants  :  and  the  moment  the  ope¬ 
ration  is  over,  the  bandageought  tobe  proper- 
ly  tightened  and  laid  on  the  wound  of  the  tro- 
char,  fecured  with  a  tent  made  forthepurpofe, 

fo 
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fo  that  it  may  be  opened  again  the  next  day  : 
the  bandage  over  the  abdomen  fhould  alfo  be 
diligently  fomented  with  fpirits  of  camphor, 
and  the  like  fomentations,  to  give  the  re¬ 
laxed  fibres  a  tone,  and  to  warm  the  whole 
abdomen.  The  bed  then  fhould  be  well 
warmed,  put  near  the  fire-fide,  and  if  appetite 
craves,  fomething  nutritious  fhould  be  given j 
fuch  as  a  glafs  of  fpicy  mulled  wine,  a  warm 
hypnotic,  or  the  like,  which  may  comfort 
the  bowels,  and  animate  the  whole  fyfiem, 
and  fo  let  the  patient  have  a  reviving  fleep. 
The  patient  fhould  in  no  wife  be  debarred 
from  drinking,  but  the  drink  fhould  be  ren¬ 
dered  comfortable  to  the  palate. 

105  The  next  day,  if  the  bandage  is  ftill 
tight  on  the  abdomen,  and  the  patient  is 
capable  to  repeat  the  operation,  it  fhould 
again  take  place  ;  if  however  the  bandage 
fhould  be  flack,  and  the  urinary  difcharge 
more  free,  great  hopes  may  be  had  ;  md  pro¬ 
bably  there  will  be  no  farther  occalion  for 
tapping,  if  proper  methods  are  purfued*  and 
the  patient’s  conftitution  is  good.  On  the 
contrary,  again,  fhould  the  patient  be  too  weak 
the  next  day,  if  the  bandage  is  tight*  and  the 

D  d  3  breath 
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breath  difficult,  there  is  but  little  hopes  of 
fuccefs  ^  neverthelefs,  it  may  fome times  be 
requifite  to  tap  again.  In  order  to  prop  up 
the  poor  drooping  patient,  let  him  or  her 
be  revived  with  proper  cordials,  that  a  le- 
cond,  third,  or  fourth  operation  may  be 
performed  ;  till  either  good  fuccefs,  or  death 
fhall  terminate  all  farther  proceeding. 

106  Ciyfiers  in  the  Afcites,  are  of  the 
greateft  benefit,  and  efpecially  after  tapping  ; 
but  they  muft  be  of  the  warmer  and  carmina¬ 
tive  kind  5  for  when  the  abdomen  is  emptied 
of  the  extravafated  humour,  the  bowels  are 
liable  to  become  lame  and  debilitated  in 
their  periftaltic  motion ;  whence  many  evils 
arife,  and  which  are  too  often  the  caufe  of 
the  hidden  exit  of  inch  patients,  as  exped¬ 
ience  in  thole  matters  verifies. 

107  The  ciyfiers,  for  example,  fhould 
be  fuel).  1 

R*  -Lac  recent,  ealid  ftji, 

Thesiac  Andromach.  3  ifs. 

Aq.  Menth.  pip.  fpir.  |i.  ad  Jiii. 

M.  f.  Enem,  calid  injrc. 
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io8  If  there  is  a  periodical  flux,  attending 
the  Afcites,  fo  that  a  dangerous  loofenefs 
fhouldbe  feared, fomelaudanum  may  beadded, 
and  according  to  the  conftitution  of  the  pa¬ 
tient,  gentle  aftringents  may  alio  be  given  ; 
but  this  mu  ft  be  cautiouOy  exhibited,  ac¬ 
cording  to  circurnftances.  The  bark  fhould 
alfo  be  diligently  adminiftered,  but  it  fhould 
be  the  tindfure  at  all  events,  preferable  to 
either  the  decodlion  or  the  fuoftance,  as 
it  is  more  penetrating  and  warm.  I  he  pa¬ 
tient  fhould  in  no  wife  be  debarred  fiom 
drinking,  but  the  drink  fliould  as  much  as 
may  be  fuited  to  the  patient  s  palate,  and  be 
of  a  nutritive  and  warming  quality.  We 
have  various  inftances,  of  the  good  effects 
from  hearty  draughts  of  porter,  cyaer,  peny, 
and  punch ;  and  I  my  fell  faw  once,  won¬ 
derful  effedts  from  butter-milk,  for  which  a 
patient  had  a  peculiar  longing.  1  he  day  was 
fixed  for  the  tapping  operation,  but  all  the 
flood  gates  were  at  once  opened  by  the  but¬ 
ter-milk,  fo  that  (lie  had  profufe  difchaiges 
by  urine,  flool  and  pcrfpiration  for  two  days 
fucceflively.  I  ordered  the  100m  to  be 

fieot  excedingly  warm,  and  de filled  ftom 
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every  other  kinff  of  medicine,  except  the 
butter-milk.— — After  this  furpriling  and 
univerfal  evacuation,  (he  fell  into  a  profound 
ileep  for  near  twelve  hours,  all  the  while 
in  a  profufe  fweat — (lie  then  waked  quite 
refrefhed,  and  began  her  former  employ¬ 
ment,  of  drinking  butter-milk,  purging  and 
making  urine,  which  fhe  laid  with  fome 
chearfulnefs  did  her  good.— Thefe  evacua¬ 
tions  gradually  diminished*  and  in  lefs  than  a 
month,  the  patient  was  redored  to  healthy 
though  before  the  drinking  of  butter-milk  (he 
wasjudged  to  be  in  a  very  dangerous  fituation* 
109  After  this  furprizing  accidental  butter¬ 
milk  cure,  I  have  frequently  recommended 
butter-milk. j  and  always  found  it,  when  the 
patient  has  drank  it  freely  without  prejudice 
or  diflike,  to  have  a  diuretic  and  diaphore¬ 
tic  effedi.  Certain  it  is,  that  butter- milk  has 
a  mod  agreeable  acefcency,  uniformly  inter¬ 
mingled  with  nutritive  parts,  feparated  from 
the  animal  oil  which  is  apt  to  increafe  acri¬ 
mony  in  the  fyftem,  anddifturb  the  operation 
of  the  primae  vise  and  evacuating  functions. 
At  lead  I  mud  fay  fo  much  in  favour  of 
butter-milk,  that  it  appears  to  me,  it  can¬ 
not 
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not  be  productive  of  any  ill  confequences, 
either  in  acute,  or  chronic  cafes,  unlefs,  like 
every  other  good  thing,  it  is  carried  into 
abufe. 


Of  the  Tympanites * 

i  io  ATympanitesisthatfpecies  of  Dropfy, 
where  the  abdomen  is  greatly  dilbended, 
and  has  in  fome  meafure  a  rebounding  found 
when  tapped  upon,  iimilar  to  a  drum,  from 
whence  the  name  is  borrowed  ;  though  in 
fadt  it  is  only  a  fpecies  of  the  Afcites,  and 
frequently  fymptomatic,  or  intermitting ; 
though  fometimes  this  flatulent  expanfion 
attends  the  Afcites  throughout  the  whole 
time  of  the  difeafe. 

1 1 1  It  may  arife  from  two  different  caufes, 
and  may  be  feated  in  two  different  parts : 
Firib,  it  may  arife  from  flatulence  in  the 
bowels  of  a  dropfical  patient,  where  the  in- 
tefbines  are  weak,  either  from  a  fevere  loofe- 
nefs  fuddenly  obflrudted,  or  from  other  vif- 
cera  puffed  up  with  confined  air,  as  the 
uterus,  fallopian  tube,  or  ovaria  in  women ; 

and 
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and  there  have  been  inftances  where  the  fame: 
cafe  has  happened  in  the  urinary  bladder. 

i  iaThe  lecond  ipecies  of  1  ympanites  takes 
its  rife  from  the  potrefcence  of  the  pent-up 
humour  in  the  abdomen,  betwixt  the  vifcera 
and  the  peritonaeum,  or  wherever  the  hu¬ 
mour  is  locked  up. 

1 13  In  the  firft  cafe,  where  the  flatulency 
Is  only  in  the  bowels,  proceeding  irom  weak-* 
nefs  of  the  nervous  tone,  which  may  eafily 
be  obferved  from  its  fudden  rife  and  fall, 
from  the  colicks  pain  in  the  bowels ;  and 
carminatives  and  califaciant  medicines  may 
immediately  remove  it.  Often  fuch  flatulen¬ 
cies  proceed  from  hyfleric  affections,  to 
which  the  female  fex  labouring  under  drop- 
fies  are  very  liable.  The  tindture  of  afa- 
fetida,  valerian,  effential  oil  of  pepper¬ 
mint,  &c.  ordered  in  proper  dofes,  may  give 
great  relief ;  well-timed  clyfters,  but  al¬ 
ways  of  the  warming  kind,  may  alfo  prove 
of  benefit.  But  this  kind  of  Tympanites 
may  only  be  deemed  a  baftard  one,  and  will 
eafily  yield,  at  leaft  temporarily,  to  fuch 

medicines 
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medicines  as  I  have  here  pointed  out,  pro¬ 
perly  applied. 

1 14  The  true  or  confirmed  Tympanites 
however,  namely  arifing  from  a  putrefeent 
tendency  of  the  inclofed  humour,  is  of  a 
much  more  ftubborn  nature.  I  am  much  of 
opinion  that  fuch  generated  foul  air  ever  at¬ 
tends  the  Afcites  ;  but  when  the  effedt  is 
fo  great  as  to  diftend  the  belly  like  a  drum, 
it  muft  be  occafioned  by  the  pores  of  the 
teguments  being  fo  conftridted,  that  perfpf- 
ration  is  wholly  obftrudted;  to  this  I  muft 
add,  that  the  refpirative  organs  in  thofe 
cafes  are  generally  defective,  from  whence  I 
have  drawn  my  hypothefis,  in  the  patholo¬ 
gical  part. 

H5When  the  external  mercurial  applica¬ 
tion  mentioned  before  is  timely  applied,  it 
will  prove  highly  beneficial.  When  how¬ 
ever  a  paracentefis  has  been  deemed  requi- 
iite,  and  performed  in  a  tympanitic  Afcites, 
there  have  been  inftances  where  a  prodigious 
quantity  of  foul  vapour  has  been  dilcharged 
with  the  water,  which  has  been  1110ft  difa- 
greeable  to  the  operator;  and  from  its 
putrefeent  faetor  plainly  indicated,  that  in 

all 
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all  human  probability  there  could  be  no 

other  way  of  diicharging  it. 

1 16  Oil  the  whole,  the  real  Tympanites  is 
no  more  than  the  Afcites,  attended  with  a 
generation  of  diiagreeable  putrefied  ail, 
which  is  accumulated,  becaufe  the  pores  of 
the  external  furface  of  the  tegument  are  fo 
locked  up,  by  conftridions,  or  other  ob- 
ftru£lions,that  it  cannot  be  difcharged  as  it  is 
generated,  and  therefore  naturally  muft  ex¬ 
tend  the  tegument  to  fuch  an  enormous 

fize. 

1 17  We  mud  not  forget,  however,  that 
there  is  a  third  fpecies  of  Tympanites,  name¬ 
ly,  that  flatulent  expanfion,  which  too  often 
is  the  confequence  after  obflrudted  catamenia, 
efpecially  in  young  women  labouring  under  a 
chlorofis.  Though  the  chlorohs,  cachexia 
and  Dropfy,  are  nearly  in  relationfbip  with 
each  other,  having  all  in  general  relaxed  n~ 
bres,  and  a  pituitous  blood  for  their  foun¬ 
dation,  yet  it  mu  ft  be  obferved,  that  extra- 
vafated  humours  are  not  always  the  confe¬ 
quence  of  a  leucophlegmatic  habit,  as  long 
ss  the  refpirative  organs  yet  perform  their 

functions  >  but  when  thofe  vifcera  become 

loaded 
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loaded  with  pituita,  or  otherwife  defedtive 
in  their  functions,  a  Dropfy  mull  be  the 
confequence. 

1 1 8  In  this  kind  of  Tympanites,  which  is 
what  probably  Hippocrates  called  the  dry 
Dropfy,  proper  emmenagogues,  and  fuch  me¬ 
dicines  as  will  brace  up  the  fibres,  and  give 
a  fpur  to  the  nervous  fyftem,  are  the  proper 
means  to  remove  the  complaint  fuccefs- 
fully. 

1 19  Here  then  fait  of  fie  el,  calomel,  bark, 
and  moderate  exercife  are  to  be  recom¬ 
mended,  which  will  open  the  evacuating 
emundtories,  and  bring  the  excreting  and 
fecreting  fundtians  into  their  proper  order, 
by  which  health  will  be  again  reftored* 

Of  the  Hydrocephalus. 

120  Having  treated  of  the  Dropfy  in  its 
mod:  general  appearance,  or  indeed  according 
to  the  true  nature  of  that  diforder;  I  fhall  pro¬ 
ceed  to  make  fome  few  obfervations  on  its  va¬ 
rious  particular  kinds,  and  treat  on  them  a  ca - 
j bite  ad calcem .  Firft,  then  of  the  Hydrocepha¬ 
lus,  or  dropfical  head. 

121  There 
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1 21  There  are  three  different  kinds  of  Hy¬ 
drocephalus,  the  external,  the  internal,  and 
the  bafta'rd  kind  as  it  is  called. 

122  The  external  Hydrocephalus  is  when 
the  extravafated  humour  is  between  the  fkull 
and  the  fcalp,  If  it  is  an  anafarcous  patient, 
the  diforder  is  in  the  cellular  fubdance  of 
the  cutis ;  but  a  patient  of  that  kind  fo  uni- 
verfally  anafarcous  muff  be  far  gone  indeed, 
to  have  the  teguments  of  the  head  thus  ex¬ 
tended  ;  for  we  find  that  the  human  fkin 
is  more  rigid  and  tenfe-fibred  on  the  head 
than  any  where  elfe ;  and  indeed  for  this 
reafon,  becaufe,  here  it  is  the  lead:  fubjedt 
to  be  expanded,  as  the  fculi  always  remains 
of  the  fame  magnitude.  When  therefore 
an  anafarcous  patient  has  the  head  fwelled, 
particularly  over  the  fculi,  meafures  mud  be 
taken  as  before  has  been  recommended. 
The  head  as  well  as  other  parts  mud  be 
treated  with  fpirituous  and  adringent  appli¬ 
cations  ;  and,  if  neceffity  requires  it,  fcari- 
locations  may  with  fafety  be  performed. 

123  The  fecond  kind  of  external  Hydroce¬ 
phalus  is,  when  fame  extravafated  humour  is 

lodged 
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lodged  between  the  pericranium  and  the  te¬ 
guments  of  the  head  or  the  fcalp. 

124  This  is  a  very  troublefome  diforder, 
though  not  of  the  dangerous  kind.  A  mer¬ 
curial  plafter,  and  proper  compreffions  on 
the  mod:  tumified  part,  fecured  with  fuit- 
able  bandages,  I  have  found,  in  the  few  ca¬ 
fes  of  that  kind  that  have  come  under  my 
care,  to  fucceed  better  than  ifiues,  fetons, 
blifters,  or  cauteries. — If  that  kind  of  dif¬ 
order  is  more  than  local,  fo  that  there  is  a 
bad  habit,  proper  methods  mud:  be  taken  to 
corrredt  the  fyftem.  Thefe  kind  of  Hydro- 
cephali  are  not  confined  to  age,  for  children, 
as  well  as  grown  perfons,  may  become 
fubjedt  to  them  ;  and  they  frequently  are 
occafioned  by  a  blow,  or  the  like  injuries. 

1 25 The  internal  Hydrocephalus,  however, 
is  of  a  much  more  dangerous  nature;  which 
is,  when  the  extravafated  humour  is  lodged 
within  the  fcull,  either  overwhelming  the 
brain,  or  fometimes  diffufed  within  the 
brain  itfelf.  This  diforder  feldom  affefts 
any  perfon  grown  beyond  infancy,  where 

the  futures  of  the  cranium  have  already 

iixed  themfelves ;  but  we  lofe  many  mem¬ 
bers 
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bcrs  of  the  community  yearly  by  this  difor- 
der,  in  the  firft  twelve-month,  or  the 
fecond.  It  is  adiforder  peculiar  to  infants; 
whether  it  is  from  negled  of  thofe  who  pre¬ 
tend  to  midwifery,  and  glory  more  in  having 
been  at  the  birth  of  many  children,  than 
in  the  number  they  have  fayed;  or  whether 
it  may  proceed  from  a  natural  defed  of  the 
formation  of  the  part,  or  from  a  defeat  in 
nurfing  them ;  certain  it  is,  as  the  ofla 
eranii  are  yet  in  tender  contad,  that  the 
lead  tendency  towards  an  extravafative  hu¬ 
mour  in  that  part,  will  expand  this  kind  of 
tegument,  which  in  infancy  is  the  moft 
delicate,  though  in  adults  the  mod  com- 
pa  d, 

126  Children  that  are  afflided  with  a  Hy¬ 
drocephalus  grow  very  large  headed,  as  the 
offa  bregmatis  and  the  frontal  bones  are 
hundred  from  joining;  and  when  an  infant 
in  three,  four,  or  five  months,  has  not  the 
frontal  bones  joined,  or  that  there  is  a  kind 
of  divifion  of  the  forehead,  a  Hydrocepha¬ 
lus  is  much  to  be  fufpeded.  Children  in 
that  kind  of  diforder,  have  a  dullnefs  and 
ftupidity  of  the  eve,  which  the  old  women 

call 
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call  a  wife  look,  from  whence  they  prog- 
nofticate  the  child  won't  live  long. 

127.  Indeed  in  former  times  of  fuperfti- 
tion  and  ignorance,  a  hydrocephalic  child 
underwent  frequently  very  heavy  cenfure ; 
for  fomctimes  the  poor  ignorant  mother  was 
taught  to  believe,  that  her  child,  when  it  got 
a  large  head,  heavy,  and  bloated  in  the 
countenance,  was  a  fairy-child,  and  ex¬ 
changed  for  her  own  ;  and  feme  mothers 
have  in  this  perfuafion  of  abfurdity  ufed  the 
innocent  child  very  ill,  in  hopes  to  have  their 
own  returned.  Nay,  we  have  inftances 
amongfl  the  poor  peafants  in  Switzerland, 
that  the  moil  effectual  cures,  though  ha¬ 
zardous,  have  from  the  moll  miftaken  mo¬ 
tives  been  performed.  They  have  put  the 
poor  infant  into  an  oven  after  the  bread  has 
been  taken  out,  and  have  let  the  child  re¬ 
main  there  for  three  or  four  hours,  with  an 

intent  to  make  the  fairies  believe  the  bi°-~ 

£> 

headed  child  was  left  there  on  purpofe  to 
perilh,  in  order  to  induce  them  to  exchange 
it  for  the  real  one  ;  and  the  heat  of  the  oven 
making  the  child  fweat  prodigioufly  has 
thereby  effected  a  cure  ;  but  at  the  lame 

E  e 
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time  favoured  the  foolifli  notion  of  the  poor 
milled  parent.  This  hint,  if  judicioufly 
applied,  might  perhaps  prove  advantage- 
ous  in  real  practice. 

i  28.  Ricketty  children  have  always  more 
or  lets  of  the  Hydrocephalus.  Wnen  this 
diforder  is  taken  in  time,  before  tiie  iutures 
are  too  far  aiunder,  or  the  whole  mafs  of 
blood  pituitoufly  corrupted,  it  may  foon  he 
helped  y  but  when  it  has  been  ofany  long 
ft  an  din  2:  and  that  the  futures  aie  actually 
divided  5  as  fometimes  is  tne  cafe,  fo  chat 
the  bones  are  growing  with  the  tumefacti¬ 
on,  the  diforder  is  very  difficult,  and  fel- 

doin  turns  out  fuccefsfully. 

129.  The  fir  ft  ftep  towards  the  cure,  if 

nothing  forbids  it,  is  an  emetic,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  of  the  mercurial  kind,  in  the  fe- 
cond  place,  I  would  recommend  a  mercu¬ 
rial  pi  after  applied  neatly  over  the  whole 
head,  after  the  hair  has  oeen  removed  ;  and 
after  the  application  of  the  pi  a  iter,  the  head 
to  be  farther  covered  with  a  flannel  cap,  fo 

as  to  make  the  head  as  warm  as  poflible. 

Mo.  The  child  fhould  be  kept  under  a 

continual  but  gentle  courfe  of  mercurials. 

Calomel, 


1 


[  4©7  ] 

Calomel,  joined  with  the  teftaceous  powders, 
has  in  thefe  cafes,  though  fimple  in  the 
compolition,  proved  of  wonderful  good 
effect.  But  the  dofe  of  , the  Calomel  with- 

‘  t 

in  the  firft  two  years  of  children,  fhouid 
never  at  farthefl  exceed  a  fourth  part  of  a 
grain ;  and  the  mercury  affefting  the  falivary 
glands,  efpecially  in  children,  fhouid  be  care¬ 
fully  avoided, 

R.  Calom.  gr,  vj. 

Oc.  Cancr. 

Sacch.  Rofar  aa.  3H. 

M.  f.  Pulv.  d.  in  part.  xxx.  sq. 

13 1.  One  of  thefe  powders  may  for  a 
time,  as  five  or  fix  days  fucceflively,  be  giv¬ 
en,  either  in  a  little  milk,  or  their  victuals 
of  a  night,  and  omitting  two  or  three 
nights,  begun  again,  and  fo  continued  as 
long  as  it  is  requisite.  The  regimen  fhouid 
be  warm ;  fome  anifeed,  or  fennel  feed,  will 
prove  very  good  in  the  common  food,  to 
prevent  flatulencies,  to  which  children  are 
liable  under  thofe  complaints.  By  this  me¬ 
thod  only,  I  have  often  been  fo  fuccefsful  as 
to  free  children  not  only  from  rickets,  but 
preferved  their  chylopoetic  organs  in  good  or¬ 
der  ;  not  to  forget  the  lingular  fuccefs  I  have 
experienced  from  this  mode  of  proceeding, 

E  e  2  both 
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both  internally  as  above  obferved,  and  ex¬ 
ternally  with  the  mercurial  plafter  in  the 
commencing  Hydrocephalus, 

132.  The  cafe  however  does  not  always 
admit  of  the  application  of  a  plafter  5  or  ra¬ 
ther  it  requires  a  more  compreffing  aid  • 
a  double-headed  bandage,  neatly  applied  to 
the  head,  will  fometimes  be  more  ufeful 
but  if  this  is  not  neatly  performed,  it  figni- 

fies  nothing, 

1^3.  When  the  head  of  the  child  is  thus 
wound  up,  with  great  care  and  exadtnefs, 
it  mav  remain  fo  for  a  week  at  leaft  ;  and 
(hould  con  flan  tly  be  fomented  with  the  fol¬ 
lowing,  or  fomething  fimilar,  twice  every 

day. 

R .  Sp.  Lavena  Jiii. 

Merc.  fubl.  cor.  gr.  in. 

M, 

134.  Internal  mercurial  medicines  fhould 
be  given  as  before ;  and  there  is  no  dilordei 
incident  to  children,  which  requires  moie 
warmth  than  the  Hydrocephalus,  wnich 
fhould  claim  a  peculiar  attention  in  the  cure 
of  this  diforder* 

1,3  C- 
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133.  In  many  difeafes  of  children,  great 
enquiries  fhould  be  made  as  well  as  examina¬ 
tion  concerning  this  diforder;  for  it  is  more 
frequent  than  generally  is  taken  notice 
of,  Convulfions,  ftupor,  coma,  fubfultus 
tendinum,  and  the  like  nervous  complaints, 
too  frequently  proceed  from  a  Hydrocepha¬ 
lus,  though  fo  confined  within  the  fkull  as 
not  to  be  perceptible,  except  to  the  difcer- 
ning  experienced  few,  who  may  difcover  it 
from  the  whole  train  of  fymptoms  incident 
to  an  oppreffed  brain. 

136.  To  conclude,  when  this  diforder  is 
arrived  to  fuch  a  pitch,  as  a&ually  to  cor¬ 
rupt  the  brain,  as  may  be  evident  from  the 
enormous  fize  of  the  head,  it  is  almofl  beyond 
the  medical  art  to  give  any  abidance. 

137.  Puncture  to  let  out  the  extravafated 
humour  is  but  a  defperate  attempt,  after 
every  other  method  has  failed  ;  even  the  moil: 
experienced  has  little  hopes  of  fuccefs  ;  yet 
as  it  is  the  duty  of  the  fons  of  iEfculapius  to 
give  all  poffible  aid  even  in  the  laft  extremity, 
that  attempt  flhould  not  be  neglected,  though 
hazardous. 
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138,  Iii  this  operation,  great  care  fhould 
be  had,  not  toevacuate  the  humour  too  much 
at  a  time,  but  by  as  gentle  degrees  as  poffible, 
that  the  fkull  may  collapfe  gently,  and  the 
brains  may  not  at  once  gall  each  others  lobes 
too  fuddenly, —after  which,  the  applicati¬ 
on  fhould  be  fuch  as  has  been  already  recom¬ 
mended,  and  the  internal  medical  proceed¬ 
ing  as  circumftances  may  diredt. 

139,  The  third  kind  of  Hydrocephalus, 
which  is  generally  termed  the  baftard  kind, 
is  an  hydropical  excrefcence  on  the  hind  part 

*  *  M  r-  *  jr  .4 

of  the  head,  efpecially  in  children  that 
have  the  internal  Hydrocephalus,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  if  they  are  born  with  that  di (temper. 
Whether  this  watry  bag  is  forced  out  from 
the  natural  cavity  of  the  head  of  the  tender 
foetus,  whilft  yet  unborn,  by  the  accumula¬ 
ting  humour  j  or  whether  fuch  a  rupture 
may  happen  in  the  birth,  we  will  not  here 
inquire  into  ;  certain  it  is,  that  when  an 
infant  brings  with  it  fuch  a  watry  excre¬ 
fcence  into  the  world,  there  is  very  little 
hope  of  its  doing  well ;  for  upon  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  cyft  or  bag  after  death,  it  appears 
to  be  owing  to  an  adtual  rupture  of  the  dura 

and 
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and  pia  mater,  and  to  have  an  immediate 
communication  with  the  ventricles  of  the 
brain. 

140.  Opening  of  that  bag  has  generally 
fooner  or  later  proved  fatal ;  which  method 
is  highly  difapproved  of  by  the  experienced  ; 
but  if  it  is  poffible  to  reduce  it  by  compref- 
fion,  that  method  mud  at  all  events  be  the 
mod  advifable.  In  faft,  little  can  be  at¬ 
tempted  with  fuch  tender  infants ;  and  the 
mod  gentle  means  mud  ever  be  deemed 

the  mod  prudent. 

141:.  Although  the  badard  Hydrocepha¬ 
lus  is  peculiar  to  new-born  infants,  yet 
we  have  indances  of  fuch  humours  to  a- 
rife  on  adults  likewife,  though  but  rarely, 
which  after  many  years  continuance  have 
grown  to  a  great  lize  ;  but  it  has  been 
found,  after  an  unfuccefsfu!  operation,  and 
the  death  of  the  patient,  that  the  tumor 
had  an  immediate  communication  with 
the  brain,  and  the  opening  through  the  fkull 
carious. 
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Of  the  Hydrophthalmia. 

.  ■' 

142,  ADropfyof  the  eye  is  of  an  alarm¬ 
ing  nature,  if  not  timely  remedied ;  and 
to  cure  which,  even  under  the  care  of  the 
mod;  fkillful,  is  not  an  eafy  talk  to  bring 
about,  particularly,  if  the  difeafe  is  actually 
within  the  ball  itfelf.  Sometimes  the  ex- 
travafated  humour  is  within  the  focket  and 
all  round  the  palpebrae,  and  generally  makes 
part  of  an  univerfal  Anafarca  ^  in  which 
cafe  proper  methods  agreeable  to  the  fore¬ 
going,  mud:  be  ufed  peculiar  to  this,  as 
well  as  to  all  other  parts  correfponding  to 
what  has  been  faid  under  that  head. 

143.  When  the  ball  of  the  eye  gradually 
increafes  in  bulk,  and  projects  forwards, 
the  pupil  becoming  dim,  the  iris  gra¬ 
dually  lofing  its  contradling  and  dilating 
power,  and  the  patient  fees  but  very  indi- 
ftindtly,  as  through  a  thick  fog,  attended 
with  a  dull  pain,  a  Dropfy  of  the  eye  feems 
plainly  the  cafe, 

144. 
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144*  In  whatever  part  of  the  eye  the  ex- 
travafated  humour  may  be  lodged,  great 
caution  fhould  be  ufed,  not  to  be  too  pre¬ 
cipitate  in  letting  the  humour  out  by  punc¬ 
ture,  as  that  operation  ought  only  to  be  the 
lafl  recourfe,  being  ahazardous  one,  by  which 
the  patient  runs  the  rifle  of  lofing  his  eye. 

145.  Regard  fhould  be  had  to  the  habit; 
and  if  the  conftitution  will  permit,  the  cure 
fhould  commence  with  a  mercurial  emetic, 
and  be  continued  afterwards  with  fuch  al¬ 
teratives  as  may  corredt  the  fyftem. 

146.  With  refpedt  to  topical  application, 
we  muft  well  remember  the  part  we  have  to 
deal  with,  and  that  the  eye  is  very  delicate. 
The  patients  feeling  fhould  therefore  be 
confulted  :  if  fpirituous  applications  do  not 
prove  inflammatory,  they  will  greatly  help 
to  brace  the  delicate  and  fenfitive  fibrillar  of 
the  fclerotica ;  but  if  the  the  pain  increafes 
on  fpirituous  fomentations,  they  fhould  be 
left  off. 

1 47.  What  however  will  in  no  wife  be  irk- 
fome  to  the  eye,  and  have  great  power  in 
thofe  intricate  cafes,  is  mercurial  applicati¬ 
ons.  A  cataplafm  of  the  conferve  of  roles, 

and 
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and  unguentum  caeruleum  will  have  many 
falutary  effefts,  and  from  which  I  have  ex¬ 
perienced  wifhed-for  fuccels,  when  many 
other  remedies  have  failedo 

R,  Conferv.  Rofar.  %u. 

Ungv.  Caerul.  fort,  31&. 

M.  f.  Catapl. 

\ 

148.  Sometimes  there  are  hydatides  on 
the  albuginea  of  the  eye,  and  on  the  palpe- 
bra,  and  tunica  conjundtiva.  When  the 
conftitution  is  yet  good,  they  may  be  opened 
with  lafety  ;  after  which  I  lhail  recom¬ 
mend  my  ophthalmic  water,  from  which  the 
greatell;  fuccefs  may  be  expefted,  where  an 
external  application  can  be  admitted  to  ope¬ 
rate,  either  in  this,  or  any  other  diforder 
that  has  a  preternatural  animalation  for  its 
morbific  foundation. 

R.  Aq.  Rofar.  |iii. 

Merc.  fubl.  cor,  gr.  ifs. 

M,  £  Aq.  Ophthalm, 

149.  Three  or  four  drops  admitted  into  the 
eye  morning  and  night,  will  keep  the  natural 

teguments 
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teguments  of  the  eye  from  any  eruptive  ex~ 
crefcence  whatever. 

150.  Laftly,  when  the  hydropical  eye  is 
diftended  to  fuch  a  lize,  as  to  make  it  requi- 
fite  to  let  out  the  fuperfiuous  .humour,  great 
care  fliould  be  had  not  to  let  too  much  out 
at  a  time ;  and  it  ought  to  be  remembered 
that  the  hydropical  humour  in  that  cafe  is 
too  much  intermingled  with  the  natural  hu¬ 
mour  of  the  eye,  infomuch  that  it  is  hardly 
poffible  to  exhauft  one  without  the  other. 
Therefore  but  little  fliould  be  let  out  at  a 
time,  left  the  collapfing  of  the  eye  fliould 
endanger  the  mortifying  of  the  part,  and 
hazard  the  lofs  not  only  of  the  eye  but  life. 
The  patient  fliould  be  kept  warm,  and  de¬ 
barred  from  light.  The  more  tender  the 
parts  are,  the  more  eafe  and  reft  are  requi¬ 
red  to  make  them  unite  and  heal  again. 

Of  the  Hydrogloffum ,  or  the  Ranula. 

15 1.  The  tongue,  as  well  as  every  part 
of  the  body  which  has  lymphatic  veflels,  is 

liable 
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liable  to  have  dropfical  cyfcs,  particularly* 
the  under  part  of  the  tongue,  where  the 
lymphatics  are  more  plentiful,  and  the  parts 
more  flaccid*  When  an  anafarcous  patient 
has  this  diforder,  it  is  not  fo  much  out  of 
the  road  of  common  obfervation,  and  thefe 
cyfts,  with  all  others  of  their  kind,  aught  to 
have  an  outlet,  if  the  conftitution  of  the 
patient,  and  the  watry  humour  under  the 
tongue  admits  of  fuch  pundlures,  and  fhould 
afterwards  be  treated  as  is  directed  under 
that  head* 

152.  But  there  are  difeafes  of  the  tongue 
which,  though  they  have  fome  appearance 
of  being  of  the  dropfical  kind,  are  not 
ftridtly  fo  in  reality.  They  are  encyfted 
tumefactions  underneath  the  tongue,  filled 
with  an  extravafated  humour  $  and  when 
opened,  there  iffues  out  a  liquor,  and  fre¬ 
quently,  with  it  a  calculous  concretion.  When 
therefore  a  patient  feels  fuch  tumefaction, 
attended  by  a  ftiffoefs  of  the  tongue,  with  a 
dull  heavy  pain ;  and  the  medical  friend 
who  is  called  in  perceives  that  there  is  a 
preternatural  excrefcence  within  the  tumor ; 
he  may,  if  he  is  a  man  of  experience,  open 
the  part ;  and  if  there  be  any  concretion, 

let 
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let  it  out  without  danger.  After  which,  a 
mouth-water  may  be  prepared,  which  will 
not  only  flop  the  haemorrhage,  if  no  arte¬ 
ries  are  divided,  but  effectually  deftroy  the 
animal  acrimony,  fo  that  no  calculous  con¬ 
cretion  (hall  in  future  arife. 

‘  ,  r  ,  .  •  v  . -  I  -t  , 

R.  Acet.  deftil, 

Sp.  Vin. 

Aq.  Rofar.  aa.  |ifs. 

Merc.  fubl.  cor.  gr.  iii. 

Syr*  Balfam.  vel.  mel.  Rofar.  |ii, 

M. 

153.  With  this  the  mouth  may  be  wadi- 
ed  and  not  only  the  wound  from  the  inci- 
fion  will  foon  heal  up,  but  the  remaining 

matter  or  acrimony  of  the  part  be  wholly  af- 

* 

154.  Patients  afflicted  with  thofe  kinds 
of  tumefactions  under  the  tongue,  are  gene^ 
rally  of  bad  habits;  and  that  fhould  claim  the 
principal  attention.  But,  as  it  deviates  from 
the  difeafes  here  treated  of,  goes  out  of  the 
line  of  this  prefent  fubject. 


Hydro - 
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Hydrops  Coni',  or  Dropjy  oj  the 

Neck. 

& 

4 

155.  The  neck  and  the  adjacent  parts, 
are  liable  to  various  kinds  of  difeafes;  but 
that  of  a  dropfical  type  is  a  flabby  leuco- 
phlegmatic  fwelling,  attended  with  a  dull 
heavy  pain  in  the  part,  and  a  bloated  face 

particularly  about  the  eyes. 

156.  When  this  attends  an  anafarcous  pa* 
tient,  the  cafe  is  too  plain  to  be  miftaken. 
But  there  are  cafes  where  this  kind  of  level¬ 
led  neck  and  face  is  the  forerunner  of  a 
Droply  in  leucophlegmatic  habits,  particu¬ 
larly  in  young  women  whofe  menftrual  eva¬ 
cuations  are  irregular,  and  who  are  fubjedt  to 
the  cachexy  or  chlorofis.  It  is  feldom  that  the 
neck  becomes  fo  anafarcous  by  itfelf  as  to 
indicate  an  outlet  j  but  if  it  is  of  any  fin¬ 
ding,  an  univerfal  Anafarca  may  be  fufpedted 
to  be  the  confequence,  particularly,  if  the 
legs  begin  to  become  ccdematous. 

157.  The  firfl  ftep  is  an  emetic,  and  as 
before  obferved  of  the  mercurial  kind  ;  after 

which 
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which  gentle  cathartics  and  emmenagogic 
deobftruents ;  under  which  clafs  of  medicines 
the  fait  of  fteel  will  ever  prove  mod  bene¬ 
ficial,  and  the  fame  medicines  as  are  point¬ 
ed  at  under  the  head  of  leucophlegmatic 
Anafarca,are  in  this  cafe  alfoto  be  recommen¬ 
ded,  as  it  is  the  fame  kind  of  difeafe  in  fadh 
To  facilitate  the  cure,  nothing  can  be  better 
than  a  good  large  mercurial  plafter  applied  all 
round  the  neck ;  and  this  method,  however 
new  in  refpedt  to  the  common  mode  of 
pradtice,  I  would  ftrenuouily  recommend, 
fhould  the  cafe  be  ever  fo  complicate. 

158.  The  patient  fhould  alfo  have  plenty 
of  exercife,  and  be  kept  warm  withal ;  the 
diet  fhould  be  good,  but  fparing  3  and  what 
is  very  material,  the  mind  ought  to  be 
made  happy  and  tranquil. 

Bronchocele . 

t 

...  -  .  / 

159.  The  Bronchocele  may  properly  be 
reckoned  a  fpecies  of  Dropfy,  though  of  an 
endemical  kind,  more  peculiar  to  the  moun¬ 
tainous  part  of  Switzerland. ---In  fomc  of 

thofe 
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thofe  parts  it  is  fo  very  univerfal,  that  the 
illiterate  (which  fcr  the  moft  part  they  all 
are)  look  upon  a  fwelling  of  the  troath,  or 
flabby  tumefa&ion  under  the  chin  highly  re- 
quifite  to  make  a  face  regular  and  handfome  ; 
fo  that  without  it  a  young  girl  amongft 
the  peafants  would  have  but  a  poor  chance 
of  getting  a  fweetheart. 

160.  But  the  better  or  more  enlightened 
clafs  of  people  however  in  thofe  countries, 
hold  it  to  be  a  difeafe  as  it  aftually  is,  and 
apply  for  relief ;  which  is  not  indeed  fo 
often,  or  fo  eafily  performed,  as  it  probably 
will  be  in  time  when  phyfic  is  eftablifhed 
on  more  fimple,  but  more  certain  principles 
than  it  is  now  built  upon. 

16 1.  The  Bronchoceie  of  the  Swifs  is 
an  excrefcential  vafcular  encyfted  tumour, 
containing  a  fort  of  Hydropic  extravafation 
of  humour,  whofe  bag  fometimes  adheres 
even  clofely  to  the  Bronchia,  or  the  Pomum 
Adami.  But  they  differ  according  to  the 
conftitutions  of  the  patients,  and  are  more 
or  lefs  of  the  fteatomatous  kind. 

162.  We  will  not  however  here  extend 
our  iuveftigation  of  a  difeafe,  not  native 

of 
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of  our  climate,  or  indeed  to  the  inhabitants 
of  England, ----there  may  be  fomething 
more  peculiar,  than  what  at  prefent,  we  in 
this  part  of  the  world,  may  be  able  to  ac¬ 
count  for. — I  fhall  only  here  obferve,  that 
wens,  fimilar  to  thofe  encyfted  excrefcences, 
have  been  [fuccefsfully  extirpated,  by  my 
Own  manual  operation,  though  fo  dangeroufly 
fituated  and  connected,  that  none  of  my  then 
medical  brethren  would  venture  to  rifk 
their  reputation,  in  trying  to  fave  a  life  by 
fo  hazardous  an  operation ;  and  others  of 
lefs  bulk  and  danger,  I  have  been  fortunate 
enough  radically  to  cure  by  a  mercurial 
treatment  ;  which,  at  another  more  per¬ 
tinent  opportunity,  i  fhall  treat  upon  fully. 

Hydrops  Thoracis ,  or  Dropfy  of 

the  Breaft f 

<•  . 

16*3.  This  fpecies  of  Dropfy  is  one  of  the 

mod  difficult  to  underftand  and  to  treat  as 
well  in  the  pathognomonic  diftinction,  as  in 

F  f  the 
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the  curative  indication.  It  is  oftener  tne 
cafe  than  we  are  in  general  aware  or  in  prac¬ 
tice  ; — it  oftener  lays  the  foundation  for 
other  fpecies  of  Dropfy,  than  is  generally 

adverted  to  ;  and  it  is  more  frequently  tne 
caufe  of  fudden  deaths  than  any  other  fpe- 
cies  of  this  diforder. 

165.  Many  are  the  different  kinds,  and 
various  are  the  feats  of  this  fpecies  of  difor¬ 
der  ;  and  fo  very  uncertain  are  the  figns, 
that  the  feveral  kinds  are  only  to  be  truly 
afcertained  after  death  ;  but  it  mud  be  od- 
ferved  alfo,  could  many  cafes  even  be  truly 
difcovered  in  tlie  patients  life-time,  it  would 
be  next  to  a  miracle  to  give  any  perma¬ 
nent  aid  applicable  to  the  real  feat  of  the  dif¬ 
order,  without  altering  the  whole  fyftem,  or 
depending  upon  the  revolution  of  nature. 

165.  We  tli all  here  content  ourfelves  to 
divide  the  Dropfy  of  the  bread  into  three  dif¬ 
ferent  kinds.  Fird,  the  didufed  Dropfy ; 
Second,  the  encyded  Dropfy  ;  and  Thirdly, 
the  partial  Dropfy  of  the  bread.  In  all  thefe 
kinds  we  can  form  but  little  judgment  from 
the  external  appearance  of  the  thorax  ;  for 

the  ched  being  already  formed,  and  drongly 

conneded 
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connected  by  the  dernum  and  ribs,  that 
however  fluffed  up  within,  it  can  have  lit¬ 
tle  room  toextendin  bulk  beyond  its  natural 
formation,  whatever  the  containing  vifcera 
may  fuffer  from  the  oppreffion  of  the  extra-* 
vafated  fluid. 

1 66.  The  diffufed  Dropfy  of  the  bread, 
is  when  the  cavity  of  the  thorax,  is  more  or 
lefs  filled  with  extravafated  fluid ;  which 
fometimes  is  fo  acrid  as  to  corrode  not  only 
the  pleura,  or  lining  of  the  chefl,  but  the 
lobes  of  the  lungs  themfelves.  Sometimes 
patients  labour  under  that  diforder,  without 
any  other  fpecies  of  Dropfy  ;  or  what  is  more 
properly  expreffed,  the  Dropfy  then  takes 
its  commencement  fir  ft  in  the  bread  -the 
figns  of  which  are,  that  the  patient  feels  a 
kind  of  fluctuation  as  he  turns  in  bed,  and 
feems  particularly  oppreffed  in  breathing, 
efpecially  when  lying  down,  and  very  un- 
eafy  when  turning  on  either  fide. 

167.  In  examining  fuch  a  patient,  parti¬ 
cular  regard  mud  be  had  to  age,  condi- 
tution,  the  evacuations,  and  manner  of 
living. — A  young  habit,  however  leuco- 
phlegmatic,  ftan.ds  a  much  better  chance  of 

F  fa  cure. 
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cure,  than  the  acrimonious  habit,  partial 
larly  if  far  advanced  in  years ;  but  when  the 
Dropfy  of  the  bread  is  accompanied  with 
other  Ipecies  of  the  Dropfy,  particularly  the 
Afcites,  or  anafarcous  fweiling  of  the  limbs, 
the  cafe  is  defperate ;  and  the  bell  medical 
aid  can  often  be  but  merely  temporary. 

1 63.  The  jfirft  indication  in  the  Dropfy 
of  the  bread:,  is  to  open  the  fecreting  and 
excreting  emundtories,  fweat,  urine  and 
doolj  the  latter  however  with  caution.--- 
The  fird  dep  towards  this  is  a  mercurial 
emetic,  as  before  has  been  recommended  $ 
——but  in  the  operation  of  this,  much  cau¬ 
tion  is  alio  to  be  obferved  j  for  although  the 
agitation  of  the  emetic  operation  will  greatly 
conduce  to  open  the  urinary  organs,  and 
caufe  a  profufe  perfpiration  j  yet  fhould 
there  be  cyds,  vomica  or  bydatides  in  the 
lungs,  near  to  the  bronchia  or  afpera  arteria, 
if  they,  through  the  agitation,  break  and 
difcharge  themfelves,  the  patient  is  in  danger 
of  being  fuffbcated  y — if  the  patient,  there¬ 
fore,  has  a  dyfpmea,  tickling  cough,  and 
brings  up  with  much  dime,  matter,  or 
water  at  times,  by  coughing,  the  vomit 

fhouicl 
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Should  be  omitted,  or,  at  lead:,  exhibited  by 
a  man  of  much  experience  in  thefe  kinds 
of  diforders $  for  without  that,  it  is  impof- 
iible  to  la)  down  here  certain  rules. 

169.  The  Dropfy  of  the  bread;  admits  of 
a  paracentefis,  as  well  as  the  Afcites  ;  but 
the  abfolute,  neceffity  for  that  operation, 
Should  well  and  truly  be  afcertained ;  for 
however  it  fometimes  has  proved  fuccefs- 
lul,  yet  it  diould  he  we]  1  remembered, 
that  though  performed  by  the  hands  of  the 
mod  Skilful,  it  is  even  then  at  the  hazard  of 
the  patients  life.  When  therefore  a  vomit, 
diuretics,  and  the  aforementioned  electuary, 
or  fuch  medicines  as  already  recommended, 
have  been  tried  without  the  wifhed  for  ef- 
Sedt, — the  patient  continuing  to  be  heavily 
oppreffed,  unable  to  breath  lying  down, 
and  a  fluctuation  of  the  extravafated  water  is 
evidently  the  cauie,  it  is  but  prudent  rather 
to  rifque  a  hazardous  operation,  than  to  let 
the  patient  flip  away,  without  -giving  him 
the  aid  human  art  can  afford- 

17°.  In  performing  of  this  operation, 
three  things  ftiould  previously  well  be  ob¬ 
served. 

f  3  17 1.  Firft* 
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171.  Fird,  that  the  macerated  lungs, 
galled  by  the  extravafated  humour,  are  apt 
to  adhere  to  .the  pleura,  or  lining  of  the 
cheft.  Wherefore  if  the  patient  feels  con- 
dandy,  or  on  the  lead:  motion  in  any  parti¬ 
cular  part  a  pain  in  the  bread,  an  adhefl- 
on  of  the  lungs  to  the  painful  part,  is  much 
to  be  fufpedled  ;  and  the  operation  on  that 
part  Should  be  avoided,  left  the  inftrument 
calculated  to  let  out  the  humour,  fhould  not 
only  fail  in  the  intention,  but  penetrate  the 
lungs,  and  unavoidably  endanger  the  pati¬ 
ent's  life. 

s 

172.  Secondly,  the  pe&oral  cavity  {hould 
be  anatomically  well  known ;  for  although 
the  operator  would  wifh  to  make  his  aper¬ 
ture  as  low  as  poftible,  in  order  to  clear  the 
bread:  from  the  extravafated  fluid,  yet  he 
fliOuld  well  weigh  the  connexion  of  the  di¬ 
aphragm  forming  the  pedtoral  cavity  which 
is  frequently  connected  to  the  eighth,  or 
fometimes  the  ftventh  rib,  bending  up  to  the 
fternum.  Should  therefore  the  perforation 
be  beneath  this  curve,  the  defign  of  the 
operation  is  not  only  frudrated,  but  dange¬ 
rous 
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rous  evils  may  be  added  to  the  diforder  in¬ 
tended  to  be  remedied. 

173.  Thirdly,  particular  care  fhould  be 
had,  that  not  too  much  of  the  extravafated 
humour  is  let  out  at  a  time  j  for  dangerous 
as  this  is  in  the  Afcites,  it  is  yet  much  more 
fo  in  the  Dropfy  of  the  bread:  ;  for  the 
lungs  now  galled  by  the  extravafated  fluid, 
will  be  liable  to  be  mortified,  or  at  lead 
lamed  and  rendered  unable  to  perform  their 
functions.  And  from  a  want  of  this  precau¬ 
tion,  patients  have  dolen  away  even  under 
the  operation. 

174.  The  operation  fhould  be  performed 
in  a  warm  room. — The  air  which  the  pa¬ 
tient  breaths,  fhould  be  moid,  warm,  and 
impregnated  with  fpirit ;  which  may  be  ef¬ 
fected  by  fome  boiling  water  poured  into 
a  large  wide  bafon,  mixed  with  iome 
fpirits  of  wine. — This  vapour  or  deam  will 
prove  agreeable,  and  be  animating  to  the 
patient,  who  thus  prepared,  is  bed  feated 
in  an  elbow  chair,  with  a  belt  or  decuf- 
fating  bandage  round  the  belly,  drawn  tight 
by  two  aflidants  during  the  operation. 

F  f  4  175  Thus 
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175*  Thus  fituated  and  fee u red,  let  the 
Operator  make  an  incifion  and  thruff  his  tro~ 
char  between  the  feventh  and  eighth  rib,  as 
near  as  may  be  betwixt  the  fpine  and  iler- 
num.  When  the  trochar  and  canal  are  thrufl: 
into  the  bread*  the  perforatror  withdrawn, 
and  the  extravafated  humours  flow, — and, 
the  bandage  in  the  mean  time,  drawn 
tight,  in  order  to  prefs  up  the  diaphragm, 
the  patient  fhould  have  feme  reviving  cor¬ 
dial  ;  the  breath  infpired,  fhould  be  impreg¬ 
nated  with  fubtile  fpirituous  particles  $  and 
particular  care  fhould  be  had  not  to  let  too 
let  too  much  water  out  at  a  time.  The 
Canal  fhould  be  left  in  the  wound,  over 
which  a  com  prefs  is  to  be  applied,  with 
warm  fpirits  of  wine,  and  the  patient  put 
to  bed  as  foon  as  poffible.---Califacient,  and 
hypnotic  medicines  fhould  be  ordered,  and 
the  fame  indication  obferved  as  by  a  patient 
in  the  Afeites  ;  to  which  the  practitioner 
is  directed  for  his  general  mode  of  proceed¬ 
ing  in  this  operation. 

172.  Under  this  head  we  may  confider 
the  empyema,  though  the  caufe  and  effect 
are  very  .different  from  the  Dropfy,  it  being 
a  collection  of  real  pus,  from  adtual  exul¬ 
ceration 
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ceration  of  the  lungs,  or  the  pleura,  or 
feme  other  vifeera  iu  the  bread.  No  vif- 
cus  is  more  liable  to  difeafe,  and  more  apt  to 
exulcerate,  than  the  lungs,  on  account  of 
their  texture,  and  perpetual  addon  in  the 
animal  ceconomy  ;  and  fince  the  whole  fan- 
guineous  mafs  muff  be  circulated,  though 
and  operated  upon  by  the  lungs,  more  than 
by  any  other  vifeus,  the  heart  not  excepted, 
it  appears  evident,  how  liable  the  whole 
fyftem  is  to  be  contaminated  from  difeafed 
lungs. 

1 8  i.  But  in  particular,  when  the  lungs 
are  in  an  actual  hate  of  exulceration,  it  is 
next  to  a  miracle  that  the  blood  fhould  efcape 
licking  up  the  pus,  as  it  pafifes  through  the 
lubftance  of  exulcerated  lungs.  And  this  is 
the  true  caufe  of  moil  hedics  and  confump- 
tions. 

182.  Sometimes  it  fo  happens,  that  the 
furface  of  the  pleura  is  in  that  hate  of  ulce¬ 
ration,  arifing  from  a  pleurify  or  peripneu- 
monyj  and  nature  makes  the  critical  dis¬ 
charge  within  the  cavity,  preventing  it  from ~ 
being  abferbed  by  the  circulating  tubuli. 

183.  When  this  is  the  cafe,  and  the  pa¬ 
tient  yet  young  on  the  rifmg  fide  of  the  me¬ 
ridian,  or  indeed,  not  in  the  decline  of  life, 

there 
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fficre  is  great  profpeft  cl  recovering  the  pati¬ 
ent,  by  letting  out  the  colledlion  of  matter 
lodged  in  the  peCtoral  cavity,  from  iuch  an 
exulceration; 

184.  But  this  kind  of  operation,  together 
with  the  treatment  of  inch  a  patient  after 
the  operation,  is  indeed  the  touchkone  of 
fublime  furgerv,  which  muft  go  in  hand  in 
hand  with  the  greateft  fkil  1  in  phyfic,  if  ever 
it  terminate  fuccefsfully  ;  to  the  higheft  judg¬ 
ment  therefore,  and  knowledge  of  the  medi¬ 
cal  art  it  is  owing  that  operations  of  fo  deli¬ 
cate  a  nature,  turn  out  with  happy  effe&s. 

185,  When  a  patient,  after  a  heavy  pleu- 
rify,  or  feme  fuch  acute  diforder,  is  diicove- 
red  to  have  the  break  heavily  loaded,  the 
refpiration  performed  with  difficulty,  and 
painfully  ;  when  the  external  furface  of  the 
break,  has  a  tender  and  fore  fenfation,  on 
the  flighted:  touch,  and  when  on  a  hard 
preffure,  with  the  fiat  hand,  on  the  flernum 
or  the  ribs,  there  is  a  heavy  pain  difeovered 
within,  and  the  fame  time  a  fluctuation  of 
fluid  appears,  on  the  patients  turning  in  bed, 
the  empyema  n  almoft  evident  even  to  a  de^ 
nionftration. 
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i86.  If  the  patient  is  young,  or  of  a  happy 
conditution,  and  the  hedtic  has  not  yet  com¬ 
menced,  the  operation  may  be  attempted 
with  a  profpedt  of  fuccefs ;  but  if  the  patient 
is  verging  to  the  night  of  life, — the  confti- 
tution  emaciated,  or  already  long  labouring 
under  a  hectic  fever,  with  an  evident  vvafte 
of  the  body  is  making  long  ftrides  to  a  dlf^ 
folution  ;  an  operation  of  that  nature  would 
only  haften  the  exit,  and  make  the  little 
time  of  the  patient’s  ftay  more  painful  and 
intolerable. 

187.  The  operation  in  the  empyema  is 
the  fame,  or  nearly  fo  as  the  foregoing,  in 
the  Dropfy.-— But  this  is  the  lead  point  to¬ 
wards  a  happy  cure  -the  pus  (hould  not 
only,  at  firft  fparingly  be  let  out ;  but  ac¬ 
cording  to  its  nature,  quantity,  and  puru- 
lency,  the  date  of  the  parts  within  may  be 
judged. — Here  a  fuitable  injection  properly 
managed,  is  not  only  rational,  but  will  have 
as  good  an  affedt  almoft  as  if  the  ulcer  was 
on  the  furface  of  the  fyftem,  and  rendered 
fubjedt  to  an  immediate  topic  application  ; 
and  I  have  more  than  once  fucceeded  fo  much 
to  my  wishes  in  this  hazardous  operation  ; 

that 
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that  I  have,  with  plcafure,  feen  my  patients 
in  perfect  health  fome  years  after  a  great 
quantity  of  pus  had  been  exhausted  from 
the  bread  by  this  formidable  operation.  — - 
But  as  this  diforder  is  not  ftriddy  under  the 
head  of  hydropical  difeafes.,  I  fhall  take  ano¬ 
ther  opportunity  to  treat  on  it  more  fully* 
under  the  clafs  of  difeafes  of  the  lunss. 

1 88.  The  fecond  kind  of  Dropiy  in  the 
bread,  is  of  the  encyded  kind ;  and  this 
conies  more  under*  the  confideration  of  Hy- 
datides,  which  prefen tly  I  fliall  treat  of  at 
large, 

189.  Many  are  the  parts  within  the  bread 
fubjedt  to  this  fpecies  of  Dropfy,  and  ac¬ 
cording  to  my  former  remarks,  I  mud 
here  obferve,  that  it  is  one  of  the  mod  fre¬ 
quent  diforders  attending  other  fpecies  of 
Dropfy,  if  not  the  firft  beginning  of  that 
difeafe  and  many  other,  by  which  the 
patient  is  laid  in  the  grave. 

190.  T  he  third  kind  is  a  particular  Dropfy 
or  the  bread,  namely,  in  fome  one  part  j  fuch 


are  the  Dropfy  of-the  pericardium,  the  Dropfy 
of  the  mediadinum,  of  the  diaphragm  and  of 


ura,  &c.  But  whilft  it  is  wholly  out 
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$f  otir  power,  during  the  patients  life  tirite* 
to  difcover  the  true  feats  of  partial  Dropfies 
here  mentioned ;  and  we  can  only  give  fuch 
names  with  a  degree  of  certainty  after  death  ; 
what  avails  our  giving  equivocal  figns  of 
fuch  diforders,  and  even  upon  fufpicion  that 
it  may  be  fo  and  fo,  we  are  equally  uncer¬ 
tain  in  our  attempts  towards  giving  relief  to 
fuch  particular  part.  I  fhall  therefore  arrange 
all  fuch  Dropfical  difeafes  in  particular  parts 
under  one  head,  and  fum  up  all  in  the  invefti- 
gation  of  the  nature  of  Hydatides;  to  which 
all  the  vifcera,  the  lungs,  the  pericardium* 
the  liver,  the  fpleen,  the  pancreas,  mifen- 
tery,  but  more  particularly  the  female  or¬ 
gans  of  generation,  the  uterus,  the  fallopian 
tubes,  and  ovaria,  are  fubjedh 

Of  Hy  da  tides. 

\ 

.  / 

191.  Hydatides,  are  veficles  or  bags  filled 
with  extravafated  water,  fingly  by  them- 
felves,  or  in  clusters ;  and  are  formed  in  va¬ 
rious  vifcera  in  dropfical  patients.  And  here 
again  I  cannot  refrain  from  entering  fomewhat 
into  phyfiological  difquifitions  into  the  ani¬ 
mal 
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trial  ceconomy,  in  hopes  to  throw  ibme 
light  on  the  wonderful  adls  of  nature. 

192.  On  examination  of  thofe  veiicles  in 
the  dead  body,  we  cannot  doubt  but  they 
have  been  actually  formed  in  the  difeafe  ; 
but  the  queftion  how,  requires  a  deeper  en¬ 
quiry  than  we  learn  from  the  genera¬ 
lity  of  theories,  handed  to  us  by  the  learn¬ 
ed  .phyfiologifts, 

193.  It  is  not  enough,  that  we  have  ap 
idea  of  the  circulation  of  the  fluids  through 
the  fmall  tubuli,  and  the  extravafation 

.*  qf  fuch  fluids.  We  are  convinced  from 
actual  obfervation,  that  even  the  very  hu¬ 
mours  fo  extravafated,  have  an  innate  vivi- 
fication,  or  a  fpirit  of  intefline  motion,  by 
which  they  form  fibres  and  fubftances, 
which  we  reckon  under  the  clafs  of  folids. 
And  if  we  will  admit  of  a  cure  of  the  Hy- 
datides,  we  mull  equally  believe  that  fuch 
folids  moil  be  fubjedt  to  be  converted  into 
fluids  again. 

194.  Hydatides  are  veiicles  filled  with 
fluids,  foinetimes  Angle,  fometimes  in  clut¬ 
ters,  like  bunches  of  grapes  ;  fometimes 
appending  as  to  a  tubulous  italk ;  fometimes 

globular. 
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globular,  fwimming  about  in  the  extrava- 
fated  fluid.  And  if  we  examine  them  mi- 
crofcopically,  we  fhall  And  thofe  bladders 
invefied  with  tendons,  and  provided  with 
blood  veflels,  which  inufl  convince  us, 
during  this  preternatural  formation,  they  have 
had  a  circulation  of  fluids,  independant  of 
the  found  parts,  (and  fimilar  to  the  animala- 
tion  which  I  have  mentioned  before  in  glan¬ 
dular  difeafes,  in  my  treatife  on  the  venere- 
real  difeafe)  depending  upon  a  more  fub- 
lime  principle,  by  which  nature  operates, 
than  the  dull  idea  fome  phyflologifts  have 
maintained  of  the  animal  ceconomy;  name¬ 
ly,  that  the  fibres  of  the  folids,  are  no  more 
than  the  congelation  and  concentration  of 
fluids  into  folids,  fimilar  to  what  we  obferve 
in  unanimated  matter, 

190.  Let  us  never  forget  the  great  diflinc- 
tion  to  be  made  betwixt  the  operation  of 
nature,  with  the  fame  materials,  in  the  liv¬ 
ing  animal,  and  when  deprived  of  life ; 
and  we  (hall  foon  be  convinced,  how  impo¬ 
tent  our  experiments  with  dead  matter  are, 
to  prove  the  operations  in  the  living  animal 
ceconomy. 


196.  But 
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1 96.  But  to  return  to  our  fubjed  :  Hy-* 
datides  we  have  frequently  obferved  in  the 
lungs,  the  liver,  the  fpleen,  in  and  about  the 
inteftines,  and  fuch  parts  of  the  vifcera 
as  abound  with  lymphatic  veftels  ;  but 
more  efpecially  in  the  ova.ria,  and  the  capi¬ 
tal  organs  of  generation  in  women.  Some¬ 
times  they  have  been  found  in  perfons,  that 
have  not  had  external  figns  of  a  Dropfy, 
and  from  which  we  reafonably  deduce,  that 
more  patients  have  them,  than  are  taken 
notice  of.  But  in  confirmed  Dropfies, 
they  generally  have  appeared  in  great  abun¬ 
dance  ;  and  more  particularly  in  the  lungs* 
the  liver,  and  the  ovaria  in  women. 

197.  Firft,  then,  I  always  fufpedt  them  in 
the  lungs  of  patients  that  labour  under  a  leu- 
cophlegmatic  afthma,  Thismuft  be  allow’d 
if  my  conception  of  refpiration  bea  juft  one  $ 
for  the  lungs  abound  with  lymphatic  vef- 
fels,  the  fibres  of  which  being  debilitated 
and  extended  by  the  vifcid  lymph,  and  not 
yet  deprived  of  the  animalating  fpirit,  they 
will  form  Hydatides,  and  annoy  the  air- 
veficles  of  the  lungs  ;  fo  that  refpiration  be¬ 
comes  not  only  difficult,  but  infufficient 

for 
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for  circulation.  Whence  naturally  the  fluids 
muft  extravafate  fome where,  and  of  courfe 
occupy  fuch  part  of  the  circulatory  fyltem  as 
has  the  leaft  refinance,  namely,  the  lym¬ 
phatics,  the  feat  of  dropfical  complaints. 

198.  Hydatides  in  the  ovaria  in  women, 
have  been  obferved  by  aim  old  every  anato- 
mift,  who  has  had  opportunities  to  difledt 
women  that  have  died  in  thofe  hinds  of  dif- 
eafes.  It  is  frequent  enough  for  women  who 
have  had  heavy  abortions,  or  were  emacia¬ 
ted  with  child-bearing,  to  complain  of  a 
heavy  pain  in  one  or  both  fides  above  the 
hip.  I  always  fufpedl  fuch  patients  of  Hy¬ 
datides  in  the  ovaria  ;  and  what  confirms 
me  in  that  opinion  is,  that  a  mercurial  plai¬ 
ner  applied  to  the  fpot  has  given  them  pre¬ 
fen  t  relief,  when  every  other  remedy  they 
have  made  ufe  of  proved  unfuccefsful.  I 
have  only  to  add,  that  women,  who  had  been 
barren  for  many  years,  have  been  thus  refto- 
red,  and  born  children  with  health  and  vigour. 

199.  Hydatides  are  liable  to  form  in  every 
vifcus  of  the  fyftem  ;  and  whiift  our  fkill  does 
not  extend  to  the  repairing  of  a  patient,  in 
the  fame  manner  as  a  mechanic  takes  aftinder 
apiece  of  machinery,  puts  it  together  again, 
and  fets  it  in  motion  ;  what  can  we  do,  I 

G  g  fay 
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fay,  but  apply  our  remedies  wherever  oppor** 
tunity  may  fuit  ?  We  may,  indeed,  indi¬ 
cate  to  benefit  the  lungs,  liver,  uterus,  ova- 
ria,  &c.  But  furely  there  can  hardly  in  our 
days  be  a  man  left  fo  ignorant,  as  to  fuppofe 
he  can  commiffion  a  medicine  to  march  di- 
redly  to  fuch  and  fuch  parts,  and  no  where 
elfe  ;  and  this  confidered,  we  fee  how  empty 
the  appellations  of  cephalics,  pedorals,  he- 
patics,  &c.  found  in  the  ear  of  a  rational 
phyfician. 

200.  Jn  the  animal  ceconomy  nature 
is  for  ever  at  work,  either  right  or  wrong  ; 
that  is,  either  according  to  the  fir.fi:  innate 
principle  of  the  animal,  or  contrary  to  that 
principle,  when  milled  by  difeafes.  To  ad 
againft  the  latter,  is  the  employment  of  the 
medical  art ;  and  fince  the  vicious  operations 
of  nature  may  produce  a  thoufand  different 
effeds,  though  the  firft  moving  caufe  is 
acrimony,  fimilar  to  the  many  vicious  ten¬ 
dencies  in  the  mental  faculties,  produced 
by  corrupted  principles  in  the  judgment; 
all  that  we  have  to  do,  or  can  do,  is  to  an¬ 
nihilate  the  moving  caufe,  and  then  the  ef- 

KJ  1 

feds  .will  ceafe  of  their  own  accord. 

2oi.  And 
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201.  And  fince  the  grand  herculean  club 
is  mercury ;  we  may,  if  we  handle  it  fkilfully, 
decollate  the  hydra,  wherever  this  heinous 
monder  penetrates,  with  its  various  vicious 
heads,  into  the  lyd  em,  whatever  mifchief 
they  are  actually  doing,  or  liable  to  do.  I 
fay  then,  the  very  fame  remedy,  that  will  cure 
a  thoufand  other  maladies,  will  alfo  annihi¬ 
late  the  Hydatides  ;  and  that  is  mercury,  ac¬ 
companied  with  fuch  other  medicines,  as 
fhall  be  adapted  to  the  conditution  and  ha¬ 
bit  of  the  patient. 

202.  Thus  much  then  we  will  let  fuf- 
fice  for  all  the  various  kinds  of  encyded 
Dropfies,  throughout  the  whole  fydem  in 
general ;  which  are  rather  concealed,  and 
not  to  be  pofitively  afcertained,  during  the 
life-time  of  the  patient  ;  or  at  bed,  can 
only  be  prefumed,  from  the  general  pathog¬ 
nomonic  dgns  :  add  to  this,  that  frequently 
fuch  ocult  kinds  of  Dropfies  are  combined 
with  other  difeafes  more  confpicuous ;  and 
if  even  they  exid  fingly  without  any  other 
diforder,  they  will  neverthelefs  require  a  total 
alteration  in  the  fydem,  in  order  to  perfect 
a  cure. 
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203*  But  as  I  have  fundry  times  cbferved, 
that;  we  derive  our  fkill  by  tracing  caufes 
from  effedts,  fo  in  thefe  hidden  difeafes,  we 
learn  to  fufpedt  what  they  may  be  from  fi¬ 
milar  complaints  of  fuch  patients  as  have 
been  examined  after  death* 

204,  Whilft  however  we  view  matters  as 
they  thus  ftand,  we  muft  not  forget  to  exa¬ 
mine  the  others  and  more  favourable  fide  of 
the  queftion.  From  effedts,  (as  I  have  re¬ 
peatedly  faid,)  we  learn  to  trace  caufes ; 
thence  again  we  attempt*  vice  verfa ,  to  trace 
caufes  from  effedts. 

205.  Many  patients  have  recovered  whofe 
complaints  have  been  fimilar  to  thofe  who 
died.— This  will  intimate  that-— the  confti- 


tution*  the  hiftory  of  the  mode  of  living* 
and  the  phyfical  care  of  the  patient  who  has 
recovered,  fhould  be  ftridtly  compared  to 
the  patient,— under  fimilar  complaints,  the 
hiftory  of  the  mode  of  living,  and  the  phy¬ 
fical  care  of  him  who  died. 

•  \  * 

206.  The  man  who  thus  from  his  early 


time  of  reafoning  accuftomed  himfelf  to 
think  by  judgment,  and  not  by  cuftom  or 

prejudice  $ 
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prejudice  ; — who  has  courage  enough,  to 
draw  reafon  into  counfel  with  experience  ; 
- — and  I  mull  add — is  honeft  enough, 
to  confider  the  benefit  of  his  patient,  in  pre¬ 
ference  to  his  own  emolument,  promifes 

/ 

to  become  the  rational  and  faithful  guardian 
of  health.. 


Dropfy  of  the  Lung?. 

207.  This  complaint  is,  (as  I  have  before 
obferved)  very  often  the  cafe,  particularly 
in  corpulent,  or  rather  bloated  conflituti- 
ons. — When  a  patient  has  an  afthma,  ap¬ 
proaching  to  an  Orthopntea;— when  great 
quantity  of  ilimy  phlegm  is  brought  up  by 

coughing,-— when  Jthe  face  is  bloated, - 

when  the  feet  fwell,  efpecially  of  a  night, 
a  Dropfy  in  the  lungs  is  much  to  befufpedted, 
and  particularly  of  the  eneyfted  kind. 

208.  Hydatides  in  the  lungs,  are  very 
frequent  in  dropfical  patients  and  lome- 
times  of  a  very  large  fize.  The  lungs  are 
of  a  delicate  texture,  and  every  veiicula 
having  a  communication  with  the  ramifica¬ 
tions  of  the  bronchia  in  the  found  hate,  it 

G  g  3  follows 
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follows  fuch  Hydatides,  occupying  the 
fpace  of  an  air  veficle,  mu  ft  often  be  lia¬ 
ble  to  difcharge  their  contents  into  the  bron¬ 
chia,  and  be  brought  up  at  times  with  inch 
profufion,  as  even  to  endanger  the  patient. 

209.  When  no  other  fymptoms  appear, 
than  what  are  here  defcribed,  I  would  in  no 
wife  give  up  the  patient  for  loft,  although 
man v  have  itiddenly  been  fnatcneo  away  ^ 
and  the  method  recommended  under  the 
commencing  A n alar c a  often  has,  and  1 
hope  oftener  will,  prove  fucceisfui,  under 
judicious  management. 

i  »•  ,  * 

Dropjy  of  the  Mediajiinum . 

210.  Within  the  cavity  of  the  thorax, 
there  are  many  other  cavities :  fome  natural 
others  preternatural  liable  to  he  made  by 
difeafes.  The  Mediaftirmm  would  feem 
in  the  found  ftate  to  be  a  memorane  of  one 
lamella,  ordained  to  divide  the  left  and  right 
cavity  of  the  bread  but  being  merely  an 
appendix  to  the  pleura,  and  divided  at  the 
fternum,  it  is  liable  to  form  a  cavity  about 

that 
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that  region,  by  extravafated  humour,  and  to 
caufe  the  difeafe  we  are  treating  of. 

2 1 1 .  Its  figns  from  complaints,  compa¬ 
red  to  thofe  who  have  been  examined  alter 
death,  is  a  heavy  though  not  acute  pain  at 
the  flernum ;  fometimes  indeed  there  has 
been  obferved  a  tender  tumefadion  at  the 
fcrobiculus  cordis,  with  a  protuberance  of 
the  os-dernurn  3  at  other  times  the  lamella  of 
the  mediafiinum  has  been  obferved  to  be  di¬ 
vided,  fo  that  the  patient,  on  changing  of 
pofitions  of  the  body,  has  felt  various  ef¬ 
fects  of  the  fluctuating  extravafated  humour. 

212  But  fuppofe  from  all  fuch  fymptoms  a 
Dropfy  of  the  Medladimim  fhould  be  judg¬ 
ed, — who  would  be  fo  prefumptuous  to 
open  the  fternum,  to  let  out  the  water, 
fhould  even  the  poor  patient  be  credulous 
enough  to  liden  and  confent  to  fuch  a  ha¬ 
zardous,  not  to  fay  rafli  attempt  ? 


G  g  4 


Hydrocardia , 
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Hydrocar  diet  i,  or  Dropjy  of  the 

Pericardium. 

213.  Whether  the  antients  had  the  fame 
idea  of  the  Hydrocardia  as  we  have  ,  or 
ever  pretended  at  leaf!:  to  cure  it  hv  manu¬ 
al  operations,  I  know  not  :  the  latter,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  they  were  too  modeft  to  prefunie. 

214.  The  author  of  our  being  has,  from 
infinite  forelight  ordained,  that  the  heart 
fhould  move  within  the  pericardium,  free 
and  eafy,  in  a  liquid  fecerned  by  the  peri¬ 
cardium,  through  the  lymphatic  emundto- 
ries.-— In  difeafes,  this  fecretion  is  apt  to 
become  fuperfluous,  and  iometimes  corrup¬ 
ted  :  which  over  quantity  of  fluid  furround- 
ing  the  heart,  forms  what  we  term  a 
Dropfy  of  the  pericardium,  by  which, 
fometimes  the  heart  is  corroded. 

215.  The  apparent,  or  comparative  com¬ 
plaints  of  fuch  fufpedted  patient  are,  a  heavy 
pain  in  the  breaft,  particularly,  on  the  left 
fide  near  the  fcrobiculus  cordis  ;  a  palpita¬ 
tion  of  the  heart,  with  other  fvmptoms  * 
whence  wc  predidt  an  Hydrocardia. 

216.  But 
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2 1 6.  But  fuppofe  we  are  juft  in  our  prog- 
noftication ;  who  can  without  indignation 
behold  an  author,  that  would  affume  to  di- 
red:  an  operator,  to  thruft  his  trochar, 
through  the  bread:  of  the  patient,  into  the 
pericardium  !  how  far  can  he  go  without 
touching  his  heart  ? — Surely  the  hearts  of 
a  thoufand  patients  mud  be  with  him  of 
little  value,  except  in  his  laft  moments  ! 

# 

Dropfy  of  the  diaphragm. 

% 

217.  That  there  have  beenDropfies  of  the 
diaphragm  is  certain,  from  diffedion  after 
death; — but  the  poor  patient  now  in  the 
grave,  had  fo  many  complaints  to  utter  in 
his  life-time,  that  no  judgment  could  be 
formed  in  regard  to  this  diforder  except 
from  the  fituation  of  that  feptum  of  the 
abdomen  from  the  thorax. 

218.  Muft  we  here  alfo  aim  at  an  operati¬ 
on  ?  no;-— that  would  be  too  much  ! — The 
patient,  if  he  cannot  live  by  the  help  of  kind 
nature,  and  (what  is  not  always  to  be  met 
with)  a  real  friend  and  guardian  in  phyfic, 

muft 
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mu  ft  even  die,  of  the  difeafe  without  being 
hurried  to  the  grave  by  any  pretended  ope¬ 
ration. 


Of  the  Afcites  claufus }  or  ency - 
fed  Dropfy  of  the  Belly . 


219.  From  the  various  kinds  of  encyfted 
Dropfy  of  the  bread,  vve  proceed  to  the 
fame  kind  of  difeafe  in  the  belly :  where  there 
is  not  a  vifcus  but  has  been  found,  in  feme 
patient,  difeafed  with  hydropic  cvfts, 

Dropfy  between  the  teguments  of 

the  Belly.. 


220.  Collected  water,  either  in  cyfts  for¬ 
ming  Hydatides,  or  in  cavities  in  the  cel¬ 
lular  fubftance,  between  the  abdominal  muf- 
cles,  and  the  peritoneum,  either  by  itfeif, 
or  accompanied  with  a  common  Afcites, 
is  fometimes  the  cafe.  Often  fuch  collec¬ 
tion  of  humour  is  very  corrupt,  and  comes 
more  under  the  denomination  of  an  abfcefs, 
than  a  Dropfy  ;  in  fa£t,  they  are  very  oft 
blended. 

221.  In 


\ 
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221.  In  children,  I  have  obferved  par¬ 
ticular  parts  of  the  body  bloated  and 
flabby,— which  parts  have  evidently  been  a  - 
nafarcous,  and  extravafated  humour,  in  the 
membrana  adipofa  has  been  evident ;  they 
have  however,  foon  recovered  under  proper 
management  :  but  I  have  known  inftances 
too,  that  fuch  tumefadlions  through  injudi¬ 
cious  tampering,  have  terminated  in  an  ab- 
fcefs,  and  oftener  laid  the  foundation  for 
many  evils,  that  have  rendered  life,  for  ever 
after,  miferable. 

«  r  .  r  /: 

222.  Hydropic  cyfl:s,  in  abdominal  tegu¬ 
ments  oftener  occur  than  is  fuperficial- 
ly  obferved  in  general  pradtice ;  and  more 
particularly  in  women  far  advanced  in  years, 
vvhofe  abdomens  have  frequently  been  diften- 
ded  by  child-bearing ;  particularly  when 
they  have  been  corpulent,  and  fuddenly 
fallen  away  :  add  to  this,  if  they  have  had 
fome  heavy  ftrain,  either  through  a  fall,  or 
fome  other  accident. 

223.  Sometimes  the  tumefadfion  is  ex¬ 
ternally  gradually  increafing,  till  at  length 
an  adtual  fluctuation  of  matter  or  corrupt 
fluid  is  indubitably  felt  j— ~ Sometimes  fuch 

tumefadlions 
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tnmefa&ions  come  on  with  but  little  pain, 
and  remain  for  many  years  ;  at  othertimes, 
I  have  known  them  very  painful,  attended 
with  inflammation  *  and  on  the  opening  fuch 
apofthumes,  they  generally  difeharged  an 
amazing  quantity  of  bloody  matter,  fre¬ 
quently  with  a  mo  ft  naufeous  faetor. 

223.  An  elderly  lady  particularly  having 
fuch  an  hydropic  abfeefs  in  the  left  hypo- 
gaftric  region,  a  little  above  the  pubes, 
voided  immediately  upon  the  incifion,  near 
a  gallon  of  the  moft  difagreeable  matter 
that  can  be  conceived,  which  intermingled 
with  hydatides,  many  of  which  contained 
however  a  gelatinous  fluid,  of  a  much  mil¬ 
der  nature,  than  the  corrupt  matter  in 
the  abfeefs.  She  recovered  under  a  tender 
and  diligent  care  in  lefs  than  two  months, 
and  lived  fome  years  afterwards,  perfectly 
freed  from  this  complaint. 

229.  She  was  drefied  for  fome  time  every 
morning  and  night ;  at  which  times  a  great 
difeharge  from  this  ulcerous  cavity  was  void¬ 
ed,  but  which  gradually  decreafed  at  every 
drefiing.  The  ulcer  and  cavity  were  inje&ed 
with  an  antifeptic  compofition,  in  which 
were  the  tinfture  of  bark,  rofe  water,  and 

calomel ; 
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talomel  till  the  difcharge  becoming  mild, 

% 

the  cavity  grew  lefs,  the  wound  kindly 
healed  up,  and  the  patient  happily  was  re- 
ftored  to  health.  t  ' 

226.  Cafes  of  the  kinds  I  have  now  men¬ 
tioned,  are.  fuch  hydropic  facs,  as  form 
themfelves  between  the  teguments  and  the 
abdominal  mufcles,  and  they  generally  pro¬ 
trude  externally-~There  can  be  no  doubt,  the 
matter  or  extravafated  humour  will  bore  its 
way  fomewhat  between  the  mufcles,  to  the 
peritoneum  ;  but  as  that  lining  of  the  abdo¬ 
men  adheres  alfo  to  the  mufcles,  it  feems 
plain,  that  the  greateft  part  of  fuch  collec¬ 
tion  of  matter  muft  be  external,  and  there¬ 
fore  more  difcernable. 

227.  When,  however  fuch  collections  of 
humour  or  matter  gradually  form  a  fac  be¬ 
tween  the  peritoneum  and  the  abdominal 
mufcles,  the  vomica  or  bag  of  matter  muft 
pufh  its  way  within  the  belly,  and  cannot 
v/ith  fo  much  certainty  be  difcovered  by  ex¬ 
ternal  examination.  Whilft  this  is  the  cafe, 
’tis  no  wonder  many  patients  have  been  ta¬ 
ken  off  without  any  one  knowing  the  caufe 
of  their  death,  except  on  opening  the  body. 

228.  Suppofe 
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228.  Suppofe  then  fuch  a  collection  of 
foetid  matter,  is  lodged  in  the  fac,  formed 
of  the  peritoneum,  and  protruded  within, 
at  laft  breaks,  as  I  have  juft  ground  to  be¬ 
lieve  it  often  does ;  what  but  an  adtual  cor¬ 
ruption  of  the  bowels  mu  ft  be  the  cafes 
what  but  death  can  be  expected,  and  what 
remedy  is  in  our  power  to  prevent  it  ? 

229.  Patients  of  that  clafs,  not  under  the 
general  fymptoms  of  a  Propfy,  have  a  heavy 
and  conftant  dull  pain  in  the  abdomen,  par¬ 
ticularly  on  moving  in  bed,  or  even  when 
they  are  up,-— are  frequently  troubled  with 
cholic  pains,  reftleffhefs,  languor,  depraved 
appetite,  hyfterics  ;  and  frequently  take  their 
exit  without  notice. 

Dropjy  of  the  Liver . 

* 

230.  It  is  very  feldom  that  a  dropftcal  pa«* 
tient,  has  a  found  liver  s  but  it  does  not 
follow,  that  the  liver,  however  difeafed  in 
that  cafe,  is  dropftcal.  Very  often  it  is 
fchirrhous,  or  filled  with  calculous  con¬ 
cretions,  by  which  it  is  become  tumefied, 
its  biliary  duCts  obftrudted;  and  thence  are  ad¬ 
ded 
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tied  to  aDropfy  other  difeafes ;  confequently  the 
»  cure  is  rendered  the  more  difficult.  When 
however  an  Afcites  is  confirmed,  the  liver, 
as  well  as  the  other  abdominal  vifcera,  in 
general,  becomes  interfperfed  with  Hy da- 
tides. 

231.  When  a  patient  complains  of  a  hea¬ 
vy  dull  pain  about  the  pit  of  the  ftomach, 
accompanied  with  a  hard  and  tender  tume¬ 
faction  about  that  part,  extending  under  the 
fhort  ribs ;  when  the  appetite  is  depraved, 
and  more  particularly,  when  the  complexion 
inclines  to  a  tawny  yellow,  the  liver  is  furely 
difeafed;  and  this  is  of  no  fmall  confequence 
in  the  curative  indication  of  a  Dropfy,  of 
whatever  kind  it  is.  For  when  the  bile  is  dif- 
fufed  in  the  fanguineous  mafs,  and  begins 
to  taint  the  extravafated  fluid,  the  cafe  loon 
become  malignant. 

232.  It  is  indeed  frequent  enough,  that  a 
jaundice  and  Dropfy  are  combined  together. 
Each  is  liable  to  give  rile  to  the  other;  and 
a  patient  under  iucli  circumllances  is  very 
critically  fituated. 

233.  Bleeding  here,  however  it  might 
feem  requifite  to  a  fuperficial  obferver,  is 

almoft 
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almoft  fatal,-— purging  is  equally  hazardous, 
—^diuretics,  particularly  of  the  ftimulating 
clafs,  are  liable  to  increafe  the  conftridtion  ; 

/  j 

but  the  only  arid  abfolute  ftep  is  an  eme¬ 
tic,  and  particularly  of  the  mercurial  kind, 
as  before  advifed;  and  whilft  the  complexi¬ 
on  of  the  patient  is  tindtured  with  yellow, 
it  fhould  prudently  be  repeated,  and  the 
patient  afterwards  treated  as  circumftances 
fhall  diredt. 

^  . 

Of  the  Dropfy  in  the  Stomach ,  In~ 
teftines  and  Chylopoetic  Organs . 

234.  When  the  lymphatic  fyftem  is  uni* 
verfally  relaxed,  and  admits  an  extravafation 
of  fluid,  the  alimentary  canal  generally  has 
a  fhare  of  the  difeafe. 

235.  From  difledtion  of  bodies  that  have 
died  in  the  Dropfy,  we  frequently  difcover 
Hvdatides  about  the  ftomach  both  within 

j 

and  without,  in  theperitoneum  the  inteftines 
the  mefentery,  fpleen,  pancreas  and  even 
in  and  about  the  ladteals  fometimes  large 
facs  have  been  filled  with  Hydatiaes  and 

feet  id 
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Foetid  humour.-— In  the  living  patients,  and 
.tome  too  who  have  happily  recovered,  vve 
have  many  inftances  that  a  great  quantity  of 
corruption,  interfperfed  with  Hydati-des,  has 
been  voided  by  vomiting  and  purging.--- 
Children  affiidled  with  what  is  called  the 
watery  gripes,  frequently  void  Hydatides 
filled  with  the  moil  fetid  humour  5  and  I 

*  •  V 

have  for  the  moil:  part,  under  fuch  circtim- 
fiances  and  other  fymptoms,  confidered 
them  as  labouring  under  a  ipecies  of  Dropfy 
in  the  xnteftines. 

2:6.  It  is  very  true  that  cathartics  and 
diuretics,  have  had  happy  effects  in  more  than 
one  Ipeaes  of  Dropfy ,  hut  when  fitch  eva~ 
cuants  have  been  ill-timed,  they  have  in 
my  opinion  brought  on  there  kinds  of  Drop- 
hey,  added  to  others  they  were  adminiftered 
to  relieve  ;  as  the  tone  of  the  inteftines  has 
not  only  been  thereby  relaxed,  and  extra- 
valated  water  invited  but  the  enfeebled 
periftaitic  motion  not  able  to  difcharge  it  ; 
thence  a  Tympanites,  and  at  length  an  ac~ 
tual  mortification  has  weighed  the  patient 
into  the  grave, 

H  h 
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2 37*  The  mefentery  and  the  ladteals  hav6 
alfo  been  found  to  be  di Trended  with  Hyda~ 
tides  ; — -no  wonder  therefore,  the  patient 
has  not  been  able  to  receive  any  nutriment, 
from  even  the  bed  aliment. 

238.  I  am  ftrong  in  opinion,  that  for  the 
moft  part,  this  kind  of  Dropfy  is  the  caufe 
of  a  Tympanites  $  particularly  when  the  pa-* 
tient  feels  a  condant  but  heavy  pain  in  the 
middle  of  the  abdomen,  efpecially  in  men. 
—In  women  indeed,  the  internal  organs 
of  generation  may  be  in  fault,  as  wre  (hall 
very  foon  take  under  confideratiom 

Hy  dr  omphalus *  or  Dropfy  of  the 

Navel. 

239.  The  Dropfy  of  the  navel,  is  very 
feldom  fingly  by  itfelf,  but  generally  at¬ 
tending  an  Anafarca,  or  Afcites,  It  may 
be  confidered  of  two  different  kinds,  either 
externally  between  the  peritoneum,  and  the 
tegument  of  the  abdomen,  or  forming  a 
kind  ot  navel  rupture. 

240.  In  the  firft  cafe,  it  is  a  fpecies 
of  Anafarca  $  and  has  a  femme! lucid  hue 

viewed 


I 


C  455  1 

*  *  <»  v 

Viewed  between  a  ftrong  light  and  the  eye, 

% 

and  mu  ft  be  treated  as  is  directed  under 
the  head  of  Anafarca  in  general,  by  re¬ 
pellent  fomentations,  or  by  icarifications, 
or  both. 

241.  The  fecond  kind,  is  when  the  ex- 
travafated  humour  in  the  abdomen,  in  the 
Afcites,  has  extended  and  forced  the  peri¬ 
toneum  through  the  annular  rnufcle  of  the 
abdomen,  and  fo  formed  a  watery  rupture, 
or  Hyaromphalus. 

242.  But  fuch  hydropic  tumefactions 

/  »  .  ....  .  ..  y 

fhould  be  well  diffinguifhed  from  the  Ex¬ 
omphalus,  or  rupture  of  the  navel ;  which 

V  *  •  v  '  i  * 

is  of  three  different  kinds  ;  the  rupture  of 
the  omentum,  epiplomphalocele  ;  of  the  in- 
teftine,  enteromphalocele  •  or  of  air,  pneu- 
matomphaloceie  ;  and  are  ail  of  them  fome- 
times  very  alarming. 

243.  Indeed  dropfical  patients  are  liable 
to  have  all  combined  together  with  the  Hv« 
dromphalus ;  efpecially  women  advanced  in 
years,  who  have  had  heavy  labours,  and  been 
liable  to  umbilical  ruptures.— -In  fuch  cafes, 
it  requires  nice  judgment  to  manage  mat- 

H  h  2  ters. 
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ters, — - particularly,  fhould  the  rupture  be 
Hidden  and  become  incarcerated  in  which 
cafe  there  is  hardly  any  remedy  left  but  an 
operation,  either  to  difcharge  the  humour, 
or  reduce  the  hernia,  or  both. 

244.  In  the  common  Hydromphalus  in 
anafarcous  patients,  nothing  is  better  than 
a  mercurial  plafler,  particularly  after  fca- 
rification  (if  requilite)---and  in  patients  la¬ 
bouring  under  an  Afcites,  the  compound 
Hydromphalus  fhould  be  diligently  guarded 
againft,  as  an  accident  of  a  dangerous  and 
alarming  nature. 

245.  When  however  an  Hydromphalus 
has  been  feme  time  a  coming,  and  gra¬ 
dually  increafed  without  great  pain  in 
the  bowels  1  and  an  aCtual  fluctuation  of 
humour  is  difcovered,  the  tumor  attended 
with  a  pituitous  afpedt  and  pits  on  the 
touch  1  it  appears  evidently  to  be  of  the  en- 
cyfted  kind,  and  may  be  fafely  opened  and 
treated  fimilar  to  the  Hydrocele,  which  we 
(hall  very  foon  take  under  confideration. 
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Dropfy  of  the  urinary  organs , 

246.  The  kidnies,  the  ureters  and  the 
urinary  bladder,  have  frequently  been  found 
interfperfed  with  Hydatides  j  particularly  the 
kidnies. 

247.  When  a  dropfical  patient  feels  a 
heavy  dull  pain  in  the  loins,  and  a  fulnefs  of 
the  bladder  with  repeated  inclination  to 
make  urine,  yet  cannot  void  any,  fuch  a  cafe 
is  much  to  be  lufpeded,  and  I  have  obferved 
that  it  frequently  occurs  in  thofe  who  have 
been  treated  to  no  purpofe  with  diuretics. 

248.  If  the  patient  is  in  condition 
for  it,  exercife  is  much  to  be  recommen¬ 
ded  ;  emetics  alfo,  as  has  been  obferved, 
together  with  gentle  mercurials  ;  and  what 
is  here  worth  remarking,  when  thoie  ilug- 
gi(h  obftrudKons  of  urine  continue  any  time,, 
nothing  is  fuperior  to  a  plentiful  adminifte- 
ring  of  the  rob  of  elder  and  the  oxvmel  of 
fquils,  which  have  fometimes  opened  the 
urinary  emundtories  to  admiration. 

H  h  3 
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249.  It  Is  not  unfrequent  that  patients  la¬ 
bouring  under  that  kind  of  urinary  com¬ 
plaint,  are  apt  to.  think  themfelves  affiidted 
with  the  (tone  or  gravel,  and  officious  pre¬ 
tenders  as  ready  to  fearch  for  the  ft  one  with 
the  catheter.  I  {hall  pafs  over  the  cruelty 
of  having  put  the  poor  patient  to  unnecef- 
fary  pain ;  but  it  is  too  well  known,  that 
many  patients  fufFer  great  injuries  therefrom. 
Sometimes  indeed,  when  the  bladder  has 
been  greatly  diftended,  yet  the  urine  flowed, 
though  in  fmall  quantities,  the  catheter  has 
penetrated  into, an  Hydatide  within  the  blad¬ 
der,  and  thereby  drawn  off  a  great  quantity 
of  fluid,  but  materially  different  from  urine; 
an  operation  of  that  kind  might  in  feme 
cafes  he  tried,  particularly  with  flexible  ca¬ 
theters. 

250.  We  have  cafes  however  recorded  to 
us,  where  the  bladder  has  been  fo  prodi- 
gioafly  diftended  by  urine,  by  a  fpafmodic 

con ftriction  of  the  urethra,  that  no  catheter 

>  -• 

would  pafs,  and  that  the  operation  of  a  pa- 
racentefis  into  the  bladder  has  been  obliged 
to  be  performed.— I  have  only  to  obferve 


on 
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on  that  head,  that  more  than  once  I  have 
been  called  in,  where  fuch  an  operation 
has  been  determined  upon,  but  happily 
prevented  it,  by  putting  the  patients  feet 
into  cold  water,  which  has  proved  fo  fuc- 
cefsful  that  the  patient  within  a  few  mi¬ 
nutes  has  been  relieved  ;-~and  with  this 
hmple  method,  I  have  done  more  good  to 
my  patients  under  fuch  circumftances,  than 
could  have  been  performed  with  all  the 
diuretics  in  the  whole  materia  medica, 

Dropjy  of  the  Organs  of  Genera¬ 
tion . 

251.  Not  only  the  ovaria,  the  fallopian 
tubes  and  uterus,  are  liable  to  be,  dropfical 
in  women;  but  alfo  the  fcrotum,  the  fper- 
matic  chord,  and  the  integument  of  the  pe¬ 
nis  in  men, 

► 

Dropfy  i?i  the  Ovaria  and  Fallopian 

tubes . 

252.  This  diforder  is  more  frequent 
amongd  women,  than  is  in  general  fup- 

H  h  4  pofed  ; 
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paled  ;  feldom  however  amongft  young  wo¬ 
men,  but  very  often  amongft  women  ad¬ 
vanced  in  years  s  particularly  after  the  cata¬ 
menia  have  left*  them  ;  efpecially  if  they  are 
of  relaxed  habits,  have  fuffered  mifcarriages, 
and  injiidiciouuy  been  tampered  with. 

253.  The  ovaria  being  a  duller  of 
glands,  forming  the  feminine  tefticles,  thefe 
glands  are  fubu  61  to  be  converted  into  hy- 

V’  J  j 

dropic  cyfts,  and  in  it  a  nee  §  have  been,  that 
the  ovaria  have  become  enormous  eneyfted 
bags  of  extravafated  humour,  as  well  as  the 
fallopian  tubes. 

234.  It  is  very  feldom  that  .women  in  an 
Afcites  are  free  from  this  additional  kind  of 
Propfy,  and  fometinies  the  complaint  has 
been  wholly  there,,  and  in  the  uterus.  The 
fymptom  generally  is  a  heavy  and  uneafy 
fenfation  in  one  or  both  hypogaftric  regions ; 
and  indeed  fometimes  the  cafe  has  been  fo 
evident,  that  an  adtual  fludluation  of  fluid 

«  -  •  .'5.  “ 

has  been  felt. 


255.  We, have  authors  who  from  the  ca- 
ftration  of  brutesof  thefeminine  gender,  have 
been  induced  to  propofe  a  limilar  operation 


to  women  afflicted  with  difeafed  ovaria.  I  will 


in 
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in  no  wife  deny  the  practicability  of  fuch 
ail  operation  being  fuccefsfully  performed  $ 
but  who  are  the  patients  that  would  wil¬ 
lingly  confent,  or  the  operators  that  would 
rifque  their  reputation  in  fo  hazardous  an 
undertaking,  where  we  can  form  fo  little  cer¬ 
tainty  of  the  difeafed  part,  however  great 
our  judgment  and  extenfive  our  experience0 
256.  In  the  early  ftages  of  thefe  kinds  of 
diforders,  the  evils  are  not  very  difficult  to 
remove,  if  the  remedies  are  well  chofen.-— 
I  have  had  many  patients  of  that  clafs  un¬ 
der  my  care ;  and  fucceeded  to  my  mod:  fan- 
guine  expectation,  by  applying  large  mer¬ 
curial  plafters  on  the  fjdes,  and  fometimes 
over  the  whole  abdomen  particularly  after 
proper  emetics  and  fuch  other  medicines  as 
circumftances  have  pointed  out. 


Hdrops  Uteri ,  or  Dropjy  of  the 

Uterus . 


257.  No  vifcus  in  the  female  abdomen, 
is  more  fubject  to  the  Drop ly  than  the  ute- 

'  rus. 
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ms,  and  this  too  In  every  ftage  of  life ;  fron^ 
the  firft  period  of  the  catamenia  to  the  moil 
advanced  age. 

258.  Young  girls  of  phlegmatic  habits 
when  their  menfes  are  obftruded,  are  not 
only  fubjed  to  the  chlorofis ;  but  many  in¬ 
nocent  virgins  have  lain  under  the  heavy 
cenfure  of  pregnancy,  when  a  Dropfy  in 
the  uterus  has  been  the  evil  they  have  laT 
toured  under, 

2^9,  It  is  however  not  a  very  eafy  mat¬ 
ter  to  judge  with  an  abfolute  certainty  in 
thofe  affairs  1  for  many  to  conceal  a  real 
pregnancy  have  flickered  themfelves  under 
a  pretext  indicating  fuch  diforders.  The 
mod  evident  figns  however  are  a  wan,  pale 
and  bloated  compledion,  a  depraved  appe¬ 
tite,  a  pain  in  the  belly,  with  continual 
pain  in  the  loins,  paucity  of  urine,  a  lafiitude 
arid  heavinefs  in  the  limbs,  and  an  intermit¬ 
ting  fever,  or  in  fome  cafes  but  a  continual 
drowfinefs,  yet  no  refreflhmg  deep,  &c. 

260,  Bleeding  is  too  often  here  admini- 
flered,  but  very  rarely  with  any  good  efted; 
frequently  it  ferves  but  to  impoverish  the 
blood,  without  removing  the  caufe;  yet 

there 
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there  are  cafes,  fuch  as  very  full  habits* 
where  it  may  be  allowed,  provided  it  is  ufed 
with  moderation,  and  followed  with  proper 
emmenagogues.  The  firft:  (tap  however  moft; 
advifable  is,  to  giveafmart  emetic  fomewhat 
cathartic  withal  ;  which  many  times  at  once 
has  removed  the  caufe,  and  brought  on  the 
catamenia  with  a  plentiful  evacuation,  from 
the  diftended  uterus;  but  fhould  more  than 
this  firft  ftep  be  requifite,  an  eleCtuary,  like 
thole  abovementioned  with  the  fal  martis 
and  calomel,  together  with  proper  exercife 
for  the  moft  part  will  prove  fucceftful. 

261.  Matrimony  often  proves  a  remedy ; 
but  neither  is  this  always  certain,  or  in  all 
cafes  practicable. --But  if  the  uterus  fhould  be 
greatly  diftended,  the  difeafe  remain  longer 
than  the  time  deftined  by  nature  for  preg¬ 
nancy,  and  the  patient  gradually  grow  world, 
time  fhould  not  be  loft  to  try  fuch  methods 
as  are  more  effectual  than  bare  adminiftring 
internal  medicines.  Sometimes  the  os  uteri 
is  tumefied  fo  as  to  lock  up  all  the  extra- 
vafated  contents. — In  that  cafe  the  intro- 
ducing  the  finger  in  the  vagina,  to  the  os 
internum  has  immediately  caufed  a  plenti¬ 
ful 

V  K.  i  « 
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fpl  difcharge  a  proper  adapted  female 
f/ringe  or  catheter,  if  the  os  uteri  will  not 
■yield-  to  the  finger  fhould  be  ufed,  in  order 
to  dilate  the,  part,— -If  there  fhould  be  a 
preternatural  clofure  of  the  parts,  in  the 
vagina,  it  may  fafely  be  opened  by  an  armed 
lancet,  or  in  the  os  uteri,  by  a  proper  adapted 
iroehar,  and  by  this  method  I  have  fucceeded 
to  my  wifh;  after  which  an  injection  of  a  lit¬ 
tle  calomel  and  rofe  water  will  heal  up  and 
cleanie  the  parts )  and  for  fonae  time,  internal 
piedicines  (liquid  be  continued,  fuch  as  will 
repair  the  confiitution,  and  bring  the  patient 
to  the  happy  enjoyment  of  health  again., 

? 62 »  Many  women  breed  with  a  fpecies 
of  Dropfy  5  that  is,  the -water  in  the  amnia 
furrounding  the  fast  us  is  collected  in  a  much 
greater  quantity  than  common,  whence  they 
become  very  big  during  their  pregnancy  ; 
but  to  judge  more  certainly  of  this,  the  face 
is  feme  what  bloated,  the  feet  or  ancles  are, 
mdematous  and  pit,  and  towards  the  latter  end 
the  pudendum  is  fometimes  greatly  tumefied 
with  extrayafated  lymph,  and  is  very  trou-  . 
bleibme  to  the  poor  woman.  At  the  deli¬ 


very, 
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very,  fometimes  a  prodigious  quantity  of 
water  has  come  away  and  it  has  frequently 
been  found  enterfperfed  with  Hydatides* 
At  times  the  water  has  been  obferved  to  have 
been  burft,  voided  three  or  four  times  during 
the  pregnancy,  and  collected  again  ;  and  the 
woman  fometimes  indeed  brought  forth  a 
healthy  child,  but  much  oftener  fuch  .  kind 
of  accidents  have  brought  on  abortion. 

26^.  The  caufe  of  fuch  a  kind  of  difeafe 
attending  pregnancy,  may  be  the  natural 
conftitution*  being  of  a  too  relaxed  and  leu- 
cophlegmatic  habit,  but  oftener  the  fyftem 
is  rendered  fo  by  bad  management  and  ill 
chofen  remedies. 

0  264*  The  old  women  in  general,  I  don’t 
know  by  what  infatuation,  have  taken  it  in¬ 
to  their  heads*  that  bleeding  is  good  in  time 
of  pregnancy,  but  by  that  operation  indifcri- 
minately  pradtifed,  I  will  venture  to  fay 
that  the  conftitutions  of  nine  women  out  of 
ten  have  been  ruined  ;  but  to  ftem  the  tide 
of  a  long  though  pernicious  cuftom,  efpecially 
as  it  is  one,  among  ft;  many  others  equally 
hurtful,  that  helps  to  fupport  fo  formidable 
a  body  as  the  faculty,  would  be  preaching 

again  ft 
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Igainft  the  wind,  not  to  fay  a  dangerous  at¬ 
tempt. - There  are  indeed  cafes  where 

bleeding  in  pregnancy  may  be  requifite,  but 
It  is  not  one  in  a  thoufand  in  proportion  to 
what  is  pradlifed. — And  partly  with  child¬ 
bearing,  tampering  during  pregnancy,  and 
bad  midwifery*  we  lofe  many  amiable 
women  in  the  community,  emaciated  with 
difeafes,  and  as  it  were  fuperannuated  even 
In  the  meridian  of  their  years* 

265.  A  third  kind  of  hydrops  uteri  is 
from  an  actually  difeafed  hate  of  the  womb 
itfelf,  arifing  either  from  violence  or  other 
caufes  in  the  fyftem.  The  uterus  is  fubjedt  to 
many  complaints*  fuch  as  inflammation, 
apofthume,  polypus,  fcirrhus,  cancer,  mole, 
hemorrhage,  convulfion  *  not  forgetting  ve¬ 
nereal  complaints.  And  each  of  thofe,  how¬ 
ever  grievous  enough  in  themfelves,  may 
be  complicated  with  a  Dropfy  in  the  uterus  * 
as  is  too  evident  by  diffedlion  after  death. 

266.  Thefe  diforders  however  rarely  occur 

v  -  o> 

in  the  maiden  uterus  *  except  arifing  from  a 
very  bad  habit  of  body,  joined  to  accidents* 
as  obferved  above.  But  often  in  women  that 
have  borne  children,  particularly  fuch  as  have 

had 
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had  mifcarriages,  by  means  of  the  unripe 
placenta  torn  from  the  fundus  uteri,  occa- 
oning  ulcers ;  or  perhaps  fome  of  the  pla¬ 
centa  being  left  behind  giving  rife  to  fuch 
evils.  In  difledtions  we  frequently  find  the 
placenta  converted  into  >a  clufter  of  Hydati- 
des,  and  the  whole  uterus  corrupted  with 
various'  kinds  of  aifeafes. 

167.  When  the  patient  therefore,  not  only 
fwells,  but  feels  a  heavy  fettled  pain  in  one 
or  other  part  of  the  lower  belly,  add  to  this 
a  discharge  of  a  dilagreeable  and  fanious  mat¬ 
ter,  befides  the  fluor  albus ;  there  is  the  great  - 
eft  reafon  to  fufpedt  a  difeafed  uterus.  But 
fo  delicate  are  the  indications  from  fuch  com¬ 
plaints,  and  fo  frequently  are  they  fimilar  to 
the  ufual  complaints  of  pregnant  women,  that 
the  more  experience  a  phyiician  poiiefies,  the 
more  diffident  is  he  in  his  judgment  in  fuch 
cafes ;  and  prudence  as  well  as  humanity 
leads  him  to  ftep  cautioufly  in  his  pro¬ 
ceedings,  that  his  remedies  may  not  prove 
worfe  than  the  evil.  If  a  man  of  tendernefs 

« 

and  judgment  is  called  in  betimes,  lie  has 

much  in  his  power.  Many  of  thofe  com¬ 
plaints 
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plaints  will  yield  to  a  gentle  mercurial 
courfe  of  medicine,  proper  injections,  and 
an  ex  ten  five  mercurial  pi  aider  over  the  ab- 
dornen ;  by  which  an  alteration  in  the 
whole  fyftem  is  generally  foon  brought 
about,  and  in  fo  gentle  a  manner  as  cannot 
affeCt  a  woman  with  child. 

•i  s 

268.  It  is  cuftomary  enough  for  iurgeons 
gravely  to  boaft  of  extirpating  polyptifes  and 
cancers  from  the  womb  5- --and  it  is  notori- 
oufly  true  too,  that  fuch  pretended  operations 
have  been  performed,  where  no  fuch  excre- 
fcences  ever  exifted. 

1  4  * 

269.  I  was  a  fewyearsago  called  in  to  a  lady 
where  part  of  the  vagina  and  the  caruncula 
myrtiformis  had  been  extirpated  by  ligature* 
under  the  name  of  a  polypus.  An  extirpation 
of  a  cancer  from  the  womb  had  alfo  been  de¬ 
termined  to  be  performed.— -On  examinati¬ 
on  however,  this  cancer  was  no  more  than  at 
prolapfus  uteri.— -By  the  antacrid  injection 
of  calomel  and  role  water  and  other  me¬ 
dicines,  the  lady  came  foon  into  a  fairway  of 
recovery.  But  the  apothecary  in  league  with 
the  furgeon,  took  feafonable  opportunities 

privately 
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privately  to  throw  out  fome  myfterious  re¬ 
marks,  that  he  never  knew  mercury  ufed  in 
any  other  cafes  but  the  pox ;  by  which  the 
poor  lady  fell  into  a  panic  fear  that  I  had 
miftaken  her  cafe,  in  fuppofing  it  to  be  ve¬ 
nereal,  which  die  was  confcious  it  could 
not  be ; — -and  was  deluded  fo,  as  to  re- 
fufe  continuing  the  medicine,  and  to  fall  a- 

t  s 

gain  into  the  hands  of  her  former  tormentor: 
---the  pretended  cancer  was  extirpated,  and 
die  was  foon  after  fent  into  the  crave  1 

%  O 

2jo.  It  frequently  happens,  that  the  col- 
ledliori  of  water  in  the  Afcites  is  princi¬ 
pally  in  the  uterus,  and  the  trochar  is  often 
thruft  into  that  vifcus,  from  whence  the  e~ 
vacuation  flows.  In  thofe  cafes  the  os  uteri 
is  fometirnes  fo  clofely  united  and  tumefied, 
that  an  operation  from  thence  mud  be  ha¬ 
zardous. 

271.  But  were  it  poffible  to  judge  with  an 
abfolute  certainty  of  the  date  of  the  uterus, 
that  the  diieafe  was  confined  there  only,  as 
m  lorne  cales  where  the  womb  is  filled  with 
a  mole,  and  that  the  conftitution  was  not 
too  much  emaciated  ;  I  am  perfuaded  that 
an  opening  of  the  abdomen  and  uterus,  like 

I  1 
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a  caefarean  operation  is  in  the  power  of  fur- 
gery  to  be  performed  with  fuccefs.  Whilft 
however  we  are  yet  in  the  dark,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  our  experience  and  circumfpec- 
tion,  we  mu  ft  diredt  our  curative  indication 
accordingly  ;  and  be  contented  with  a  palli¬ 
ative,  where  a  radical  cure  is  not  to  be 
obtained. 

Hydrocele ?  or  Dropfy  oj  the  Scrotum* 

272.  The  Dropfy  of  the  fcrotum  is  of 
two  kinds  ;  the  fir  ft  is  in  the  vafcular  tegu¬ 
ment  of  the  fcrotum  univerfally  diftended  ; 
the  fecond,  is  a  collection  of  water  in  the 

tunica  vaginalis  teftis. 

273.  The  collection  of  water  in  the  cel¬ 
lular  membrane  of  the  fcrotum,  is  the  ge¬ 
neral  attendant  on  anafarcous  patients,  and 
is  therefore  termed  the  Anafarca  of  the  fcro¬ 
tum,  or  hydrops  fcrotalis.  But  the  other 
kind,  where  the  extravafated  humour  is 
lodged  within  the  tunica  vaginalis  furroun- 
ding  the  tefticle,  is  called  hydrops  tunica 
vaginalis  teftis  ;  and  this  is  the  difeafe  now 

o 

particularly  underftood  by  the  name  of  Hy¬ 
drocele. 

274.  The 
/  « 
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274.  The  Anafarca  of  the  ferotum  is  very 
feldom  by  itfelf,  in  perfons  other  wile  found  ; 
but  generally  is  part  of  an  univerfal  Anafar¬ 
ca  :  its  cure  therefore  depends  upon  the  con- 
flitution  of  the  patient,  or  the  difeafe  it  is 
combined  with. 

275  *The  fign  of  a  Dropfy  of  the  ferotum, 
is  a  leucophlegrnatic  and  cedematous  femipel- 
lucid  fwelling  of  the  ferotum,  which  yields 
to  the  touch  like  dough,  and  pits  upon 
preffure.  This  tumefaction  frequently  extends 
all  over  the  teguments  of  the  penis  and  pu¬ 
bes,  by  which  the  prepuce  is  much  pro¬ 
longed  ;  and  the  glans  penis  confiderably 
buried  as  it  were  in  the  cedematous  tume¬ 
faction  and  fhrunk  up ;  whereby  it  is  not  only 
rendered  unfit  for  coition,  but  even  the 
making  of  urine  is  rendered  very  difficult  by 
the  tumefaction  of  the  prepuce,  which 
fometimes  is  fo  clofely  fqueezed  up  together, 

that  there  is  hardly  room  for  the  evacua- 

» 

tion. 

276.  In  a  common  leucophlegrnatic  Ana¬ 
farca,  the  cure  is  not  fo  very  diflicuit ;  but 
it  muft  be  remembered,  the  whole  body  muft 
be  gradually  cured  at  one  and  the  fame  time. 

i  i  2  A 
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A  mercurial  plafter  all  over  the  fcrotum  has 

produced  aflonifiiing  effedls :  if  this  will  not 
be  fuflicient,  then  firft  fcarifieations,  and  next 
embrocations  recommended  under  the  head 
of  Anafarca,  will  be  found  to  have  the 
wifhed-for  effedl.— -But  how  a  certain  writer 
on  this  fubjedt  can  difcommend  fpirituous 
fomentations,  and  recommend  aqueous  and 
emollient  fomentations  of  cows  milk  and 
barley  water,  in  order  to  produce  a  morti¬ 
fication,  and  to  rot  off  the  whole  fcrotum, 
with  a  Hough,  fo  as  to  expofe  the  teftieles 
bare,  is  to  me  fo  aftoniflnng,  that  I  cannot 
account  for  it  !  furely  it  cannot  be  igno¬ 
rance,  it  muff  be  worfe ! 

277.  When  the  Anafarca  is  very  malig¬ 
nant,  the  fcrotum  and  Denis  are  alfo  in  a  very 
bad  ftate  ;  fometimes  there  is  a  bad  kind  of 
inflammation  attending,  approaching  fome- 
what  to  a  gangrene;  but  al!  aqueous  and  flug- 
gifii  applications  muff  certainly  make  it  more 
fo,  becauie  the  root  of  the  evil  is  in  the 
weakened  and  emaciated  ftamina  :  warm 
embrocations,  confiding  of  bark  and  fub~ 
limate  mercury,  I  have  even  found  to  meet 
a  mortification  half  way,  and  flop  its  pro- 

grefs  ; 
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grcis  ;  and  whoever  treats  his  patients  in 
that  way,  will  find  it  as  fuccefsful  as  the 
cafe  will  admit  of, 

278.  The  fecond  kind,  or  true  Hydrocele, 
is  the  hydrops  of  the  tunica  vaginalis  teftis. 
This  difeafe  may  indeed  arife  from  a  bad  ha¬ 
bit  of  body  and  accompany  the  former,  but 
it  is  as  often  in  patients  otherwife  in  a 
good  (late  of  health,  and  is  produced  either 
by  a  bruife,  ftrain,  or  fome  fuch  violent 
motion,  by  which  the  lymphatic  vefTels  are 
liable  to  burft ;  and,  I  muft  here  add,  fome 
part  of  the  lymph  perhaps  exudes  from  the 
fpermatic  cord,  or  the  epididimis* 

279.  It  matters  not  however,  how  it 
comes  to  pafs,  the  point  is  how  to  cure  the 
diforder.  The  methods  of  cure  are  of  two 
different  kinds,  diflinguifhed  by  the  tempo¬ 
rary  or  the  palliative,  and  by  the  radical  cure. 
But  before  we  proceed  to  treat  of  them, 
it  comes  firft  under  our  confideration,  to 
diftinguifh  the  Hydrocele  from  the  various 
kinds  of  rupture. 

280.  In  the  firft  place  it  muft  be  obferved, 
that  this  tumefadtion  makes  its  appearance  by 
fmall  degrees.  Secondly,  the  tunica  vaginalis, 
as  well  as  that  of  the  vafcular  fubftance,  its 
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fcrotal  integument,  grows  withthetumour;  fo 
as  not  only  to  retain  its  natural  thicknefs,  but 
fometimes  becomes  fome  what  ftubborn,  thick, 
heavy,  and  not  having  that  agreeable  pliable- 
nefs  as  is  perceived  by  a  found  perfon  warm 
in  bed,  particularly  in  the  morning.  Third¬ 
ly,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  an  Hydrocele 
diminifhes  little  or  nothing,  in  a  cumbent 
pofture,  lying  in  bed,  whereas  a  rupture  either 
of  the  inteftines  or  omentum  does.  Fourthly, 
when  the  Hydrocele  is  arrived  to  any  height, 
the  fluctuation  of  the  extravafated  water  may 
be  diftinCtly  felt  by  the  experienced  furgeon, 
and  has  an  effeCt  on  the  touch,  very  diffe¬ 
rent  from  a  rupture.  Sometimes  the  icro- 
tal  integuments  have  acquired  a  kind  of 
harfhnefs  to  the  feel,  and  fometimes  the  tu¬ 
mour  is  attended  with  a  difagreeable  itching, 
which  denotes  a  degree  of  acrimony  in  the 
fyftem  :  in  this  cafe,  the  tefticle  is  feldom 
to  be  felt'. 

281.  The  collection  of  water,  is  ei¬ 
ther  in  one  divifion  of  the  fcrotum  only, 
or  in  both.  'When  the  collection  is  large, 
whether  in  one  or  both  the  divifions,  the 
tumour  is  pretty  univerfally  expanded  : 
if  in  one  only,  the  other  tefticle  feems  to 

be 
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be  buried  in  the  fide,  and  for  the  moft  part 
may  be  diftinCfly  felt  ;  though  not  always 
fo,  on  account  of  the  preternatural  thick- 
nefs  attending  the  fcrotal  fkin. 

282.  The  Enterocele,  or  inteflinal  hernia 
fcrotalis,  which  is  when  the  inteftines  have 
either  gradually  or  fuddenly  defcended 
through  the  proceffus  peritonaei  of  the 
groin  into  the  fcrotum,  may  alfo  arrive 
to  a  very  great  fize,  and  as  often  appear 
like  the  Hydrocele  ;  but  in  the  ordinary 
courfe,  the  guts  are  capable  to  be  reduced 
into  the  belly,  when  the  patient  lies  flat  upon 
his  back;  the  patients  alfo  in  bed,  find  no 
inconvenience,  and  are  only  troubled  when 
on  their  legs.  This  tumour  feels  foft,  puffed 
up,  but  differs  materially  to  the  touch, 
from  the  fluctuation  of  collected  water. 

283.  But  there  are  ruptures,  when  in 
time  the  inteftines,  omentum,  or  both,  ad¬ 
here  to  the  procefs  of  the  peritonaeum,  or 
vaginal  fac  of  the  fcrotum,  fo  that  the  pre¬ 
ternatural  contents  of  the  hernial  bag  will 
not  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  reduced  into  th« 
abdomen  and,  what  is  worfe,  with  this 
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troublefome  and  painful  complaint,  an  Hy¬ 
drocele  is  fometimes  combined.. In  thefe  cafes 
it  requires  a  judicious  practitioner,  both  in 
phyfic  and  forgery,  to  judge,  not  only  of  the 
nature  of  the  d  border,— -but  to  choofe  the 
be  ft  remedy  applicable. 

284.  The  cure  of  the  Hydrocele  of  the  tu¬ 
nica  vaginalis  teftis  is,  in  general  asj  faid,  di~ 
flinguifhed  in  two  kinds  s  namely,  the  pal¬ 
liative  and  the  radical.  The  fir  ft  implies  the 
method  of  letting  out  the  water  only,  and 
to  fuffer  it  to  colled:  again  ;  but  the  fecond 
is  not  only  to  evacuate  the  collection,  but  to 
prevent  all  future  gathering.— The  firft  is 
an  eafy  operation,  and  without  much  pain 
or  confinement  to  the  patient  j  but  the  fe¬ 
cond,  according  to  the  common  courfe  of 
pradice,  is  not  only  tedious  and  painful,  but 
dangerous, 

285.  The  temporary  or  palliative  cure  of 
an  Hydrocele  of  this  kind  is  performed,  ei¬ 
ther  by  a  trochar  or  an  apofthurne  lancet  1 
— the  latter  however  is  preferable  to  the 
firft.  The  patient  is  made  either  to  ftand, 
fit,  or  lie  conveniently,  and  in  a  good  light ; 
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the  fcrotum  is  held  up  by  the  left  hand  of 
the  operator,  whilft  at  once  he  punCtures 
the  fcrotum  with  his  right. — Whilft  the 
fluid  evacuates  the  fcrotum  is  gently  com- 
prefled ;  the  wound  is  drefled  with  a  pled- 
git  of  lint,  the  fcrotum  is  put  into  a  fufpen- 
forium,  and  the  patient  is  either  fent  about 
his  bufinefs  immediately,  or  indeed  needs 
very  little  confinement.  But  fooner  or  later, 
the  water  is  apt  to  colled:  again,  and  the  tu¬ 
mour  to  become  as  large  as  ever ;  fo  that  pa¬ 
tients  under  fuch  circumftances,  and  the  ge¬ 
neral  mode  of  treatment,  have  been  under 
the  necefllty  of  often  having  the  fcrotum  tap¬ 
ped,  till  at  length  the  fcrotal  covering  is  be¬ 
come  hard  and  ftubborn,  like  a  piece  of 
half-withered'  hide.  » 

286.  The  radical  method  of  cure,  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  general  mode  of  treatment,  has 
hitherto  been  praftifed  five  different  ways  ; 
the  intention  of  the  operation  and  treatment 
of  all  tends  to  evacuating  of  the  water,  and 
raifing  an  inflammation  and  fuppuration ; 
thereby  to  caufe  the  fcrotum  to  adhere  fo 
clofely  to  the  tefticle,  as  to  prevent  any  col¬ 
lection  of  water  in  future. 


287.  The 


E  4 78  ] 

2 87.  The  firft  of  thefe  five  methods  has 
been  in  pradtice  at  lead  as  early  as  Celius, 
who  has  treated  of  it  circumftantially.  It  is, 
to  lay  open  the  wdiole  tunica  vaginalis  teftis, 

4 

and  wholly  to  remove  this  tunica  from  the 
ferotum,  fo  as  to  make  the  cellular  fubftance 
clofely  adhere  and  unite  to  the  tefticle. 
The  fecond  method  is,  after  the  ferotum  has 
been  laid  open  to  remove  the  fac  or  tunica 
by  cauftics.  The  third  is,  that,  after  the 
ferotum  has  been  tapped,  of  inje&ing  either 
fpirit  of  wine  or  claret,  in  order  to  ftimu- 
late  the  part  to  inflammation  and  fuppura¬ 
tion.  The  fourth  method  is,  to  bring  on 
this  fuppuration  by  dilating  and  irritating 
the  puncture  with  a  tent.  And  the  fifth 
method,  to  effedt  the  fame  inflammation, 
fuppuration  and  adhefion,  is  by  afeton  either 
with  a  feain  of  filk,  or  fmooth  tape. 

288.  Now  it  is  very  true  that  fome  kinds 
of  the  Hydrocele  cannot  bz  radically  cured, 
until  the  difeafed  part  from  whence  this  ex- 
travafated  fluid  is  colledted,  is  either  removed, 
or  the  fecerning  ofticula  are  clofed  up;  and 
this  to  be  fore  feems  Deft  effedted  by  uniting 
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the  fcrotum  in  dole  contad:  with  the  tefti- 
de. — It  is  likewife  true,  that  many  excel¬ 
lent  radical  cures  have  been  performed  by 
each  of  thofe  ways.  But  it  is  very  true  al~ 
fo,  that  all  thofe  operations  are  exquifitely 
painful,  tedious,  dangerous,  and  fubjeCt 
the  patient  to  many  inconveniencies  after 
the  operation. 

289.  Often  the  tefticle,  after  exulceration 
and  its  adhering  to  the  fcrotum,  is  rendered 
unfit  in  future  for  its  office  of  generation  ; 
and  when  that  is  the  cafe  with  both  tefti- 
des,  in  a  man  yet  in  the  prime  of  his  life, 
the  reflection  muft  be  painful,  not  to  men¬ 
tion  more. 

290.  The  firft  kind  of  operation  requires 
the  moft  fkill  in  the  performing ;  and,  tho* 
feemingly  the  moft  terrible  to  the  patient, 
yet  I  am  perfuaded,  that  it  is  of  all  others 
yet  mentioned  the  moft  expeditious,  the 
fafeft,  and  (what  is  of  great  confequence  in 
any  manual  operation)  that,  where  the  firft 
pain  is  the  greateft  throughout  the  whole 
cure.  The  knife  is  a  noble  inftrument,  in 
the  hands  of  a  fkilful  iurgeon,  and  ever  to  be 
preferred  to  a  cauftic,  which  is  terrible  in  its 
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nature,  and  too  often  pernicious  in  its  con- 
fequences.  For  my  part,  I  have  long  ago 
baniftied  cauftics  from  my  pradice  ;  con¬ 
vinced  in  my  own  mind  that  rational  forge¬ 
ry  (lands  no  way  in  need  of  it :  Next  to 
a  cauftic,  I  have  a  great  averfion  to  tenting 
and  felons ;  the  method  is  too  harfh,  and  too 

ft 

irritating  to  the  fyftem  ;  gentler  methods 
are  lefs  painful,  lefs  dangerous,  and  will  al¬ 
ways  fucceed  better. 

291.  As  every  improvement  therefore,  in 
fo  painful  and  critical  an  operation,  muft  be 
acceptable  both  to  the  patient  and  the  well- 
difpofed  furgeon,  I  ill  all  offer  my  method ; 
which  is  not  only  expeditious,  fafe,  and  with 
the  leaf!  pain,  but  it  is  the  mod  effectual, 
not  only  in  the  Ample  Hydrocele,  but  in  fuch 
complicated  cafes,  where  the  tefticle  itfelf 
is  difeafed,  or  the  tunica  vaginalis  corroded. 

292.  The  method  then  is  this.  Let  the 
tunica  vaginalis  t  eft  is  be  fairly  laid  open,  with 
an  incifion  lancet,  or  biftaury  ;  the  wound 
at  leaft  to  be  two  'inches,  fo  as  to  let  the 
humour  freely  evacuate  j  for  fometimes  it  is 
thick,  vifcid,  bloody,  fteatomatous,  or  even 

calculous  j  which  denotes  the  ftate  and  condi- 
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tion  of  the  parts  within.  If  the  water 
which  gullies  out  is  thin  and  mild,  it  plainly;' 
indicates  the  difeafe  was  merely  from  a  re¬ 
laxation  of  the  lymphatics,  and  that  the  parts 
are  otherwife  found.  In  this  cafe,  injedt 
luke-warm,  all  round  the  parts,  the  antacrid 
injedtion  compofcd  of  rofe  water  and  calomel; 
apply  a  pledget  of  dry  lint  to  the  wound* 
and  cover  the  whole  lcrotum  with  a  good 
large  mercurial  plafler,  leaving  a  flip  over  the 
wound,  fo  that  it  may  be  dreffed  occafionally. 
Put  the  patient  to  bed  immediately  ;  let  him 
be  kept  quiet,  and  (paring  in  diet,  till  he  is 
quite  recovered  ;  which  I  have  frequently 
experienced  to  be  in  about  a  fortnight. - 


The  wound  fhould  be  dreffed,  as  occafion  re¬ 
quires,  with  a  little  yellow  bafilicon  inter¬ 
mixed  with  finely-levigated  precipitate,  and, 
if  requifite,  the  injedtion  repeated  ;  which 
will  promote  a  gentle  fuppuration,  and  not  let 
the  wound  dole  up  till  all  is  fafe  within. 

293.  One  would  fuppofe  the  calomel 
would  become  irritating  to  the  tunica  albu¬ 
ginea  of  the  tefticle,  and  create  inflamma¬ 
tion  ;  but  this  will  not  be  the  cafe  :  at  fir  ft 
it  will  caufe  a  fomewhat  difig reeable  fen.fa- 
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don;  but  that  will  prefen  tly  difappear,  as  it 
diffolves  by  the  mucus  within  the  vaginal 
tunic,  where  it  will  perfectly  heal  and  clofe 
up  the  mouths,  and  reftore  the  parts  to 
their  natural  ftate,  without  any  adhefion  ; 
and  any  extravafation  in  future  will  be  pre¬ 
vented,  particularly  if  the  plafter  is  worn 
for  any  time  after  the  operation, 

294.  When  the  humour  following  the 
incifion  is  of  a  malignant  nature,  fo  as  to 
indicate  the  parts  within  to  be  in  an  ulce¬ 
rated  ftate,  the  inj  edition  fhould  be  an  aque¬ 
ous  folution  of  the  fublimate  mercury,  at 
firft  but  weak  :  for  example,  one  grain  of 
fublimate,  to  two  ounces  of  rofe  water.— 
This  injection,  however  irritating  it  may 
feem  to  be,  is  nevertherlefs  not  inflamma¬ 
tory,  but  on  the  contrary  will  immediately 
bring  on  the  moft  favourable  fuppuration 
of  the  'difeafed  part  ;  gradually  the  injection 
may  be  made  ftronger,  and  fome  tincture  of 
the  bark  added  to  the  competition  ;  and  at 
length  fine  levigated  calomel  may  be  ufed 
in  the  injection,  inftead  of  the  fublimate. 

295.  Whilft  the  cafe  is  recent,  fome  fhare 
of  inflammation  muft  naturally  be  the  con- 

fequence, 
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fequence,  according  to  the  malignant  ft  ate  of 
the  tunica  vaginalis,  or  tefticle,  or  both  ; 
a  warm  poultice,  therefore,  at  fir  ft  mu  ft  be 
applied  previous  to  the  plafter ;  but,  in  the 
poultice,  fhould  always  be  intermixed  fome 
mercurial  ointment,  which  has  the  mod  an- 
tiphlogiftic  effect  of  any  application  I  know  ; 
even  to  afiwage  a  gangrene  and  commencing 
mortification. 

296.  This  method  therefore,  I  beg  leave 
to  recommend  to  the  judicious  burgeon,  per- 
luaded  from  my  own  experience  he  will  find 
it,  if  fkilfully  applied,  fuperior  to  every 
other  method  hitherto  praeftifed ;  and  the 
fafeft  poflible  in  the  word  cafes  that  can 
happen,  where  an  operation  is  undertaken. 

297.  The  Hydrocele  is  a  diforder  to 
which  the  male  fex  is  liable,  from  the  ear- 
lieft  infancy  up  to  the  mod  advanced  age  j-— 
it  has  many  degrees  of  malignity  and  is  of¬ 
ten  combined  with  other  evils. 

298.  I  have  had  the  greateft  fuccefs  with 
mercurial  plafter,  in  the  firft  ftages  of  it, 
and  efpecially  in  infancy  ;  over  the  plafter 
again,  I  have  applied  a  fufpenforium.  The 
fame  method  I  have  found  hold  good  in  pa¬ 
tients 
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tients  more  advanced';  but  it  muft  be  re¬ 
membered,  that  the  conftitution  and  habit 
muft  not  be  negleded,  to  which  the  great- 
eft  regard  fhould  be  paid, 


^ Joints . 


299.  The  joints  amongft  other  parts  are 
liable  to  extravafation  of  humour.  We  may 
reckon  three  different  kinds  of  this  diforder. 
The  fir  ft  kind  is  an  external  watery  fwelling 
of  the  knee  or  ancle,  or  other  joints,  gene- 
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rally  occafioned  from  fome  violent  ftrain  % 
the  fecond  kind  is  when  a  quantity  of  water 
is  collected  within  the  capfula  of  the  joint 
itfelf ;  and  the  third  kind,  a  Dropfy  of  the 
fpinal  marrow,  peculiar  to  new-born  infants. 

300.  The  fifft  kind  generally  caufed  by  a 

ftrain  of  the  joints,  would  feem  to  be  the  rup¬ 
ture  of  fome  lymphatic  veflels  on  the  outftde 
of  the  capfular  ligament.  Chamber-maids, 
fcrubbing  of  floors,  whole  knees  are  vio¬ 
lently  bent,  and  ladies  who  often  are  at 
prayers  upon  their  knees,  are  liable  to  this 
diforder.  _ 


301.  At, 
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301.  At  firft  it  appears  with  a  difagreeable 
ftiffnefs,  but  foon  becomes  painful,  and 
the  tumefaction  increafes.  If  taken  in  time, 
a  warm  fpirituous  fomentation  will  prove  be¬ 
neficial,  particularly  if  combined  with  fub- 
limate  mercury.-— The  following  has  pro¬ 
ved  very  fuccefsful. 

R.  Sp.  Via  Camphor. 

Liniment  Sapon,  aa.  |  ii. 

Merc.  Subi.  cor.  gr.  vii. 

M. 

302.  With  this  the  knee  is  to  be  well 
rubbed,  warmly  covered  with  flannel,  and 
kept  {till,  particularly  from  any  violent 
bending.  A  mercurial  pi  after  all  over  the 
knee  will  likewife  have  great  effeCt,  in 
feme  cafes  :  when  the  habit  is  acrimonious, 
it  is  even  fuperior  to  the  former. 

303.  If  however  thefe  remedies  fhould 
be  ineffectual,  and  a  fluctuation  of  humour 
abfolutely  evident,  it  is  rational  to  have 
the  humour  evacuated :  but  in  this  the 
o-reatefl  caution  fhould  be  obferved,  nor 

(D 

fhould  it  ever  be  attempted  unlefs  the 
higheft  neceffity  requires  it ;  for  all  opera- 
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lions  in  the  joints  are  precarious  and  dan-* 
gerons.  After  the  operation,  and  the  fluid  is 
let  out,  the  patient  ftiould  immediately  be 

put  to  bed,  there  to  remain  ftill,  although 

* 

the  parts  feem  to  be  perfectly  eafy.  For 
we  have  had  inftances  that  inflammations 
have  followed,  even  when  the  patient 
fuppofed  himfelf  well  and  found  ;  therefore 
till  the  parts  are  actually  well,  it  is  of  the 
utmoft  confequence  that  this  method  he 
duly  obferved,  in  order  to  render  fuch  an 
operation  fafe.  The  application  fhould  fir  ft 
be  a  warm  pultice  intermixed  with  mercu¬ 
rial  ointment,  and  when  there  is  inflamma¬ 
tion,  a  large  mercurial  plafter  may  be  appli¬ 
ed  all  round  the  joint. 

304.  The  fecond  fpecies  of  Dropfy  in 
the  joints  is,  when  the  extravafated  humour 
is  lodged  within  the  ligamentous  capfula  in 
the  articulation. ---This  diforder  generally 
happens  to.  the  knee,  as  well  as  the  former. 
It  is  not  only  troqblefome,  but  very  painful, 
when  it  comes  to  "any  high  degree. 

305.  If  it  proceeds  from  an  ill  habit  of 
the  body,  proper  alteratives  are  to  be  admi- 

niftertd  ; 
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raftered  ;  bat  it  is  as  often  occafioned  from  a 

/ 

fudden  wrench,  or  other  accident. 

306.  If  taken  proper  care  of  in  time,  a 
mercurial  plafter,  or  the  aforementioned  fo¬ 
mentation,  together  with  keeping  the  part 
quiet  and  warm,  will  generally  put  all  things 
to  rights  again. 

307.  When  however  it  arrives  to  any  vio¬ 
lent  degree,  fo  that  a  fluctuation  of  humour 
is  difcovered,  an  opening  in  this  cafe,  may 
alfo  be  fafely  performed  :  but  reft  after  fuch 
an  inciflon  is  of  the  utmoft  importance ;  for 
ihould  an  inflammation  and  a  fucceeding  ex- 
ulceration  enfue  within  the  artitulation,  the 
limb  is  in  danger  of  being  loft,  if  not  life 
itfelf.  After  opening  fuch  an  hydropic  tu¬ 
mor,  either  in  the  knee  or  ancle,  flrft,  a 
warm  pulticC,  next  a  mercurial  plafter  will 
prove  highly  beneficial. 

308.  Sometimes  fteatomatous,  bony  or 
even  calculous  fubftances  have  been  ex¬ 
tracted  :  circumftances  mud  here  direCt  the 
judicious  furgeon  how  to  aCt  :  the  before- 
mentioned  injection  is  here  to  be  remem¬ 
bered,  and  may  fafely  be  applied  if  found 
requifite. 

K  k  2  309.  The 
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309.  The  third  kind  of  hydrarthron  is  in 
the  fpinal  marrow.  This  kind  of  difeafe  fome- 
times  comes  with  the  child  into  the  world  $ 
and,  when  that  is  the  cafe,  I  fear  medical  art 
Is  in  vain.  When  a  new-born  infant  has  a 
foft  tumor  on  the  fpine  of  the  back,  it  feL 
dom  lives  long ;  but  if  fuch  a  tumor  is  open¬ 
ed,  the  child  is  furely  fent  to  the  grave. 
This  cafe  is  exadlly  parallel  with  the  baftard 
Hydrocephalus :  here  the  tumor  originates 
in  the  fpinal  marrow,  as  the  former  in  the 
brain.  All  we  can  here  do  is,  to  apply  gen¬ 
tle  bandages,  fomentations  or  plafters,  as  cir- 
cumflances  may  diredt  ;  and  leave  all  farther 
chance  of  cure  to  kind  nature,  which  in 
fuch  delicate  cafes  furpaffes  all  medical  art. 

V 

0  edematous  fw  el  lings  of  the  -  Legs . 

310.  La  idly,  as  relating  to  this  fubjedd,, 
1  flha.ll  confider  oedematous  fwellings  of  the 
legs*  They  befpeak  in  general  a  bad  habit 
of  body,  and  fometimes  are  the  rneffengers  of 
death.  I  ihall  diftinguilh  the  oedematous 
fwellings  of  the  legs  into  three  kinds.  The 
firft  kind  are  fuch  as  are  attendant  on  debilita¬ 
ted 
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ted  leucophlegmatic  habits,  labouring  under 
obflinate  intermitting  agues,  chlorofis,  four- 
veys,  obftrudted  menfes,  commencing  Ana- 
farca,  &c.  The  fecond,  fuch  as  attend  ulce¬ 
rated  legs  ;  and  the  third,  the  attendants  on 
hedtics,  and  fuch  kind  of  diforders,  where  the 
fyftem  is  conlumed  by  an  univerfal  acri¬ 
mony, 

31 1.  Whatever  be  the  caufe,  or  the  ha¬ 
bit  of  the  body,  the  humour  falling  into  the 
ancles  or  legs,  in  genera),  befpeaks  a  flaccid 
and  debilitated  fyftem  ;  and  fuch  tumefadlion 
is  materially  different  from  inflammation* 
though  both  may  be  combined.  It  is  gene¬ 
rally  the  cafe,  that  cedematous  fwellings  are 
the  greateft  at  night,  and  confiderably  lef- 
fened  in  the  morning  ;  particularly,  when 
the  patient  is  not  always  in  a  cumbent  po- 
fture.  But  this  we  know  by  experience  not 
to  be  an  univerfal  rule  j  for  fometimes  the 
legs  will  begin  to  be  cedematous,  even  in 
fuch  patients  who  are  conflantly  confined 
to  their  bed.  But  then,  this  cafe  either 
indicates  a  commencing  Anafarca,  or  elfe, 
if  it  happens  in  the  lad  ftage  of  a  confump- 
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lion,  indicates  that  the  end  of  the  patient 
is  nigh  at  hand. 

312.  In  leucophlegmatic  patients,  where 
the  ftamina  are  yet  in  a  tolerable  ftate,  the 
load  is  not  fo  very  difficult  to  remove.  But 
we  muft  begin  with  the  fyftem  firft.  The 
vitiated  humours  are  bell  corrected  by  mer¬ 
cury  1  and  the  flaccid  fibres  braced  up  by  the 
hark  and  chalybeate  as  has  been  mentioned 
above  ;  and  externally,  either  the  afore¬ 
mentioned  fpirituous  fomentation,  or  mer¬ 
curial  plaller  applied  all  round  the  ancle, 
will  frequently  have  the  wiffied-for  effeff. 
Sometimes  however,  thofe  cedematous  fwel- 
lings  are  enormoufly  large ;  in  which  cafe 
mercurial  pediluviurns,  as  recommended  un¬ 
der  the  treatment  of  an  Anafarca,  will  be  of 
lingular  fervice ;  and  in  farther  proceeding, 
the  cure  Ihould  be  profecuted  as  there  is  di~ 
redted. 

313.  The  fecond  kind  of  cedematous 
fwelling  is  what  attends  ulcers  in  the  legs, 
and  which  is  fometimes  of  a  very  ftuhborn 
nature.  Women  in  the  decline  of  life,  when 
the  menflrual  difcharge  leaves  them,  if  of 
grofs  habits,  or  of  debilitated  conftitutions, 
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cither  by  child-bearing  or  other  caufes, 
are  frequently  fubjed  to  cedematous  l'wel- 
lings  in  the  ancles,  and  fometirnes,  what 
is  worfe,  to  exulcerations  too.  Here  a 
metaftafis  is  evident.  To  corredl  this,  and 
to  bring  nature  into  due  order  again,  requires 
particular  attention.  Mercurials  both  exter¬ 
nally  and  internally  are  requilite,  and,  pro¬ 
perly  managed,  will  wholly  eradicate  the 
virus  in  the  fydem.  By  this  method  I 
have  fucceeded  to  my  mod  fanguine  expec¬ 
tation,  when  many  other  remedies  in  the 
common  mode  of  practice  had  been  tried 
to  no  eftedh 

3 14. The  third  kindof  cedematous  fwellings 
of  the  ancles,  I  reckon  fuch  as  attend  hedtic 
patients,  where  the  ikin  over  the  whole  fur- 
face  beiides  is  in  a  contracted  date,  fo  as 
merely  to  cover  a  living  fceleton,  clofe  to 
the  very  form  of  the  bones.  This  is  a 
fymptom  indeed  of  the  lad  druggie  of  nature 
with  death.  Here  hope  feerns  gradually  to 
vanifh  ;  yet  whilft  there  is  life,  we  outfit 
not  wholly  to  forlake  the  patient.  A  mer¬ 
curial  plaller,  applied  to  the  foals  of  the  feet, 
will  prove  highly  ferviceabie  to  promote 
perfpiration  j  and  I  have  more  than  once 
experienced  that  this  application,  toge¬ 
ther 
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ther  with  other  remedies,  has  given  a  fa¬ 
vourable  turn  to  fueh  defperate  cafes,  when 
all  human  affiftance  has  been  totally  de- 
fpaired  of.  ' 

315.  But  when  a  corifumptive  cafe  is  ar¬ 
rived  to  that  defperate  ftate,  we  can  hardly 
pat  any  dependance  either  on  our  fkill  or 
medicines. 


316.  To  conclude  this  fubjedt,  three 
things  we  ought  ever  to  attend  to  in  pati¬ 
ents  labouring  under  dropfical  extravafations 
of  humour.  Firft,  the  age,  fex,  and  ge¬ 
neral  habit  of  the  body  ;  Secondly,  the  va¬ 
rious  accompanying  complaints  ;  and  Third¬ 
ly,  the  principal  feat  of  the  extravafation 
of  fluid.  From,  thele  pathognomonic  ob- 
fervations'  we  may  form  a  true  diagnoftic 
diftindtion,  and  thence  derive  our  in¬ 
dication  of  cure  ;  which,  if  followed  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  plan  here  laid  down,  I  am  per- 
fuaded  will  not  only  produce  a  more  fpeedy 
but  a  more  rational  and  radical  care  of  fuch 
difeafes,  than  upon  the  common  plan  ; 
and  I  flatter  myfelf  may  be  the  faving  of 
many  individuals  in  the  community. 

.  .1  ;  . .  ' 
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